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Mr. George Caborn, Mayor ; 1GS'7 
With the Aldermen,Common- Coun- 
| cel, Miniſters, and che reſt ofmy Chriſtian 
| 


friends of Boſton in Lixcoln(hire. 


Dearely Beloved, Se 2, 
az 1: large intereſt which I have long en- be 
Joyed in your favour, and which. you 
muſt ever have in my heart, hath im- 
boldened me to prefix your names to this Peece ; 
And with the more confidence of your accep= 
tance, becauſe in it an addrefſe is made to you 
at oxceby two, who ſometimes were together 
'* your Miniſters in the Goſpel of Chriſt - by.the 
ever to be honoured Mr. Corrox in the Book ,and 
by my unworthy /e/fe, in the review and Dedi- 
cation of it: Both now removed from you. The 
» oxe, firſt to a remote part of the world, there to 
*plant Cher ches ;z and thence ( after that happy 
+ © . work done) to heaven - The other, to ſome 
1} more publique ſervice neerer hand 2 in which I 
nn ph ths beſt helpe of your prayers » as 
| -»you are conſtantly remembred in mine; and 
'&  =that withmore ſtrength of affe&ion , whilſt I 
#+_-oftcall co mind thoſe moſt comfortable daycs, 
} .- in which I enjoyed the happineſſe of joynt-Mi- 
* > niſtry with ſoable and faichfull a Guide ; -and 
{ & both of us ſo nuch ſatisfation and encourage- The frff 
bk = ment from a people ſo- united in the loveboth C2Þters | 
# 43 ofthe truth, and of one another. I cannot read fr : _ 
” what Par/writeth of his The/alorians, bur I Ft , 
AZ think 


- 


think I read over what we then found in Boſtoxe 
They were then very happy dayecs with you 
' when your faith did grow exceedingly, and your 
{ove to Chriſts Ordinances, Miniſters, ſervants, 
and to one another abounded. Although your 
Town be ſituate in a low Country, yet God 
then raiſed your eſteem very high, nd your e- 
minency in Pity over-toppezd the heighth of 
Cant. 1.3. you ſteeple; your name was 4s ay oyntment pou 
red out, and your ren-wn went forth, for that 
beauty and comlineſſe which Goa had put upon 
924.How it is now with you, at this diſtance, [I 
cannotſo well judge; onely I defire you would . 
pleaſe ſeriouſly to conſider whether the vew wine 
or the old be better,& ever think that beſt which 
doth not intoxicateus into fag gering from the 
Trmth, and falling off from oneanother 3 but 
ſo cheareth the heart,as yetmaketh ug humble 
and meek, 8& keepeth us cleſe to God, his trath, 
ordinances, the power of his grace, and all thoſe 
duties in which the faichfull among you for- 
merly walked with God,met with peace,and at 
laſt reached heaven. Such a frame of ſpirit, and | 
way,l can remember, was ſometimes among you; .. | 
and as oft as I remember it, I defive nor to fors | 
get to praiſe God forit./Fhat was then your bleſ- 
Gal.q.15. ſedneſſe? And what then was, I humbly beſeech' 
God may fo revive and continue, that you may 
prove a little modell,and forctaſte of that bleſ- 
ſ:d Church, which God will make an e- 
Iai.c6.15 ternall excellency, F a joy of many Generations, 
This you and I have the morecauſe to deſire 
and endeavour, becauſe 
I, Miſerum eſt fiſſeyit isa great milery to have 
it ſaid of us, that we have ben happy. Fruimus 
Troes, 


Exzek. 16. 
14, 


"The Epifile Dedicdtory. 

Troes,fmrt T/inum, was but a ſad word; & it is a 
adder thing for the Sun of + - wa which 
had ſometimes ſhone glorioully upon any parti- 
cular Church or people.at laſt to fe: in a cloud if 
ſuch a light con&to be darkned, how 9reat 5s 
that darkneſs ? After the light is put out, the 
room proveth darker then if it had never been ſer 
up; & the remembrance of thoſe former pleaſant 


things onceenjoyed, but afterwards loſt, added Lam. 1.74 


to,and aggravated the Churches lamentation. 

2. And yet ſach a lamentable condition hath 
been and may be the lot of ſuch places & people 
which God ſometimes hath highly honoured, 


when they have grown fat and wanton together of. 16.5. 
Bethel hath proved Bethaven ; in after times we 2 Kings 2, 
find young prophane mockers in Bcth-/,& ſcorn- Iudg. 8.8. 
full neuters in Penxel-Go to Shi'ob; think of the 1E5-7-12- 


ſometimes glorious Churches of A/ia.As Empires 
and K;:gdomes, fo particular C harches have 
had their periods. 1 have ſometimes on purpoſe 
viſited ſome places where God had before planted 
his Charch and a faithfull 11»; p, to ſec if I 


could diſcern any footſteps & remembrances of p,,, ,, 


ſuch a mercy z and /oe they were all grown over ,, 
31, 

with thornes, and nettles had covered the face 
thereof, & the ſtane-wall thereofis b-oken down, 
3, And which is more ſad,in ſome of them ne- 
ver, in others very hardly built up againe : God 
proving ſevere,when we grow wanton,8& ſo as he 


removeth the Candleſtick when we play ,or fight Rev.2+s. 


by the light of rhe candle ſet upinit; fo he is 
very hardly induced to light it againe in that 
place where- it hath once been wantonly or fro- 
wardly put out : there are more hopes of reco» 
vering a particular perſon fallen, by vertue of 


an 
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an everlaſting. covenant made with him (al- 

though he may goc halting to his grave, and 

never here againe riſc up to his former comforts 

and enlargements ) but a particular Church or 
people(unlef{c it be that of the Jewes, who in the 

ler.3. 1. Breat Jubile afcer their rejeRion (hall again, re- 
12,13,14, turneto their former poſſeſſions ) cannot claims 
$.4. the like priviledge of ſuch a Covenant. The Ark 
| never returned-to the ſame place from whence it 
was in a way of judgement removed ; and the 

glory of theLord,when after its gradualremoves, 

was at laſt quite gone from the firſt Temple, was 

not fully reſtored in the ſecond,till Chri/?s firſt 
comming z nor will it be in this their rejeCtion, 

till his ſecond. I thinke there will be found very 

few inſtances of Gods preſence &ordinanceslong 
enjoyedby a people, and after abuſed & rejefted, 

if thereupon loſt, eafily ( ifatall) reſtored : the 

Inde. v.3; faith once delivered ro the Saints, is not wont 
to be received or loſt the ſecond rime. The 

reaſon is,becauſe a jealons God can leaſt indure, 

upon triall made of him, to be leighted in that 

wherein he would moſt commend tous his ſpe- 
ciall love, andever accounts the reje&ing of 
ſuch ſpeciall rokens of it, as a renouncing of 

25am. 8.7, himſclf.7 hey have not rejetted thee but me. And 
as the Husband in the /aw pleaded ſome unclean- 
neſſe in his wife, when he put her away : ſo God 
makes account that we tell the world, that we 
have found ji9*ity in him,when we go far from 
him, and walk after vanity, & that he hath becne 
a wilderneſs and land of darkneſs,when we prove 
Lords, and will come . no more at him, Dear 
Friends, he hath not beene fo to you, even your 
enemies being judges, and your owne Gh__ 
wi 


Deur,2 4.1 


Jer. 2.59 
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will beare witneſſe forhim, that his Leven 
in poynt of outward advantage, hath paid for its 
entertainement. Theſe thick cords of love there- 
fore(l hope ) will binde you cloſe to him, and 
ſtrongly draw you off from what ever may be a 
meanes of drawing yon away from him, and ſo 
by your continuing to be planted in the houſe of 6 
the Lord, & by your ſtill flouriſhing in the Courts - l'9 2.13 
of our God, you will proclaime to all, that heis T_ 
#uprig hr, and that there is no mnrighteonſneſſe in 
him, Theſe(Dearly _— are my affeftionate 
defires,& hopes of you 3 and yet in regard of the 
unſetledneſſe of theſe times, and the wildnefle of 
many mens ſpirits in them, you will pardon mice 
if I be 7ealons over you with a godly jealonfie ; 
and that having this fic opportunity, I take the 2 Per. x. 
boldneſs, by purting you in remembrance ofwhat Wo : 
ſometimes you werezto ſtir you wp to keep warme ge, = 
your fir/# love, and to doe your firſt works ; to be ;Tim..x3 
watchful, and to ſtrengthen the things that re= Rom.6,17 
maineſpecially if any be ready to dye. To hold 
faſt the Sri of ſound words,whereto you have 
beene formerly delivered , and to hold up the 
power of godbne ſe. 
In your ſelves, by the conſtant exerciſe of 
Faith, Repentance, ſelf-examination and humi- 
liation, (elf-denial and mortification, &c. 
In your pablique government,by reviving your 
ancient care and zeal for the ſanAifying of Gods 
Sabbaths countenancing his miniſters and Or- 
dinances, and diſconntenancing whatever Do- 
Qrines or mare] are, contrary to the with as 
it is in Jeſus, and the power of godlineſſe, 
Tn your families by private praycr, finging of 
Plalms,Catcchizing your childcen and ſervants, 
| | training 


7 I a j 4 6 64, 2 G | 
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trainingthem up in Gods feare, and eeſtraining - 
ray en gr? bene bes" & ſtabb | 
nefſe which your faithfull Paſtor (now with 
God ) was wont much to complaine of, and 
which in theſe looſer times, wiſh,you had noc 
cauſe much more now to bewaile. 
Now the good Lord help you to ſtand up for 
God in your ſeverall places,and ſo ſe erVe your ge- 
AR.13.36 nerations, that peace andtruth may be in your 
2 Kings Je:;that in them your Sun may not godown, 
20.19. ATT 
but when you are gathered to your fathers, in 
your y_ & happy poſterity it may riſe with 
greater ſtrength and glory,as drawing neecer to a 
more glorious day now approaching ; that then 
another generation may n0t ariſe after you, web 
Tydg, 2. fſhal +, da the God of their fathers, & ſo the 


30+ ages to come may be to ſeek for Samninm in 
Samnjo, old Boſton in New,But on the Ons 


| That your ſeed may be. ſo known among the 
Waj. 63.9. Gentiles, and your of-ſpring among the people, 
that all that ſee them, "may acknowledge them to 
he the ſeed which the. Lord hath bleſſed. 

 Thatthismay be theeverlaſting covenant web 
Ifai.c9.21r God ſhall make with you & them, that his Spirit 
and word ſha!l nat depart out of your mouth, nor 
out of the month of your ay” out of the mouth 
of your ſeeds ſeed,from hence forth and for ever; 
But that your congregation may be a Zion, 
which God hath choſen,and deſired for his habi= 
r4t:on,of which he may ſay, T his is ny reſt for & 
verghere will I dwell, for T have defiredit ; is, 
and (God enabling me ) ſhall be, the moſt hearty 

defire and prayer of bim | 


Who defireth to haye no dominion 
From S. Jobns Col» over yourfaith, burto be an 
in Cambridge, | helperof your joy, 
Pu 7. 1654. ANTHONT TUCKNET, 


A Briefe Expoſition upon 
ECCLESIASTES. 


His whole Book is a Diſcourſe not unſcaſona- 
ble for this Countrey , wherein men; thar 
ave left all roenjoy the Goſpel, now (asf 
they had- forgotten rhe'end for which they 
caine hither) are ready to leave the Golpel 
for outward things ; which are here lively 
and clearly demonſtrated ro be vanity, yea, vanity ef vanities. 
Obj. Bur were nor fomething of Chriſt more properfor a 
Miniſt@of the Goſpel to handle > E 
_ e way to ſtir us up to ſeck after Chriſt, is to behold 
( and be convinced of ) the vanity of all o_——_— below. 
When Eve brought forth Cain, ſhe hoped ſhe had gat the 
Progpifed ſeed, Gen.4.1, with 3. 15. 
Bur when ſhe ſaw by his ſpirir'and carriage, that ſhe was 
| deceiyed in him , ſhe called her next ſonne Abel, Gen.4,2. 
which fignifierh yaniry, : 

And So ſhe muſt ſce all things to be, before ſhe forth 
Seth, the Father of the promiſed ſeed : Now Abel,or Vanity, 
expreflerh the ſtate of all rhe crearures by the fall. And 
Solomon taketh up Eves word, and amplifieth it, vanity, yes, 
vanity of vanities. So this whole book is a Commentary. up- 
on the ſtate of corruption, Rom.$. 20, A fir IntroduQtien to 
Chriſt in the Canticles. 6 


TCHAP. 1.Ver.1 2 


Ver.1. The words of the Preacher, the ſonne of Devid, King 
in Jeruſalem, P 
'2. Vanity of vanities, ſaith the F reacher : vanity of vanities , 

all is vanity. 


"Ti chicfe good of the ſonnes of men, which the morall 
Philoſophers among the Heathen ſought after, bur 
found ner , Solamen in this book truly and fully openieth 

- | : iy 


F, GOL BIHIAPEEN SS. *. 
cous, The Philoſophers being vain and wicked themſclyes3 
how could they finde or reach the truce chicfe good 2? but 
this wiſe and good Kivg, upon his own experience , both _ 
found it himſelf, and caught usto finde ir after him, | 

The ſumme of his diſcourſe tanderh upon theſe two 
points? x, Thatrhe chiefe good nf the ſonnes of men is not 
to be found in all the creatures under rhe Sun, nor in mens 
labours and waics about them, 'For they are all vanity and 
vexation of Spirit, 2. Thar ir is to be found in the feare of 
God and keeping his Commandements, Cp.12.v.13, 

Theſe two verſes contain , Firſt, the Title of the book ; 
Wherein the book is ſer forth, 1, By the Author? 2. And 
ke by,r. His condition, Coheleth. 2. His Linage, the ſonne 
of David. 3.By his Office, a King. 4. The place of his go- 
vernment, in Hieruſalem, v.1. 

Secondly , the Argument , or ſum of his Go , or at 
leaſt of the former part of it, v. 2. Whercin is fer forth 
1. The condition of all chings, by the AdjunGt of vanity, All 
is vanity. And this vanity is amplified by many oraaments 
of Rhetorique : 

1. An Hyperbole, vaniyy ir ſelfe;for, Vaine, 

2, Polyptoron, vanity of vanities. 

3. Epizenxis, the like ſound continued in the ſame ſen- 
zence, vanity of vanittes. 

4. Anadiphfts, ( the ſame ſound repeated in the end of 
one. ſentence, and the beginning of the other ) wanity of 
vanities, vanity &c, 

4. Epanalepfhis, C the ſame ſound repeared in the beginaing 
of the ſenrences,and in the end) vantty &Cc. all is vanity. 

6. Agaphora C the ſame ſound repeated in che beginning 
of rhe ſentence ) vanity &c, vanity &c. 

7. Epiſtrophe ( the ſame ſound repeated in the end of the 

ntences ) of vanities &c- of vanities. 

$ Epanodos ( rhe ſame ſound repcarcd in the beginning 
and midſt, in the midſt and end) vanity ,vanity,vantty. 

9. Numerus Oratorious, ( the ſame number of ſyllables re- 
peared in both ſentences J) wanity of wanities , wanity of = 
vanities. A 

ro. Climex, (the ſame ſound continued and increaſed hy 
degrees) vanity of vanities, vanity of vanities 8c. 

11..Paranomafia, ( the repeating of like ſounds, yer ſome- 
what differing) ſe 

2, This 


e » 
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2. This corfifmed'b 
- Preacher, verſ.2, 


y the Teſtimony of 


Cobilech, "Calth the © 


CHAP. 1. Verſ. 1, 2. 


J He words of Cobeleth)}. Solomon had four names; Solom0n, 

T Jddinh, Lemuel, Cobeleth, 2 Sam. 12, 24, 26, Prov 31. 

*M x. 4. and rhe Texr. This name Coheleth is onel given hi 
in this Book, when after long expenogs of all earthly va- 
nities , he, in his old age ſpeaketh to wean, his people from 
them, and reacherh chem the feare of the Lord for their 
chiefe good. | 
Iris a participle of a yerb out of uſe in the Aiye voice, 
vet in the Paſhye uſed ro lignifie, ra be gathered, or aflem- 
Ned ; whence NP a Congregation; mp then being 
a Noune or Participle of rhe Feminine - gender , may im- 
ply ro us gheſe three things : 

Firſt, Solomons gathering himſelfe ro the Church and Aſ- 
ſembling therewith, when yer his wives , and many other 
Idolarers with them afſembled ro rhe Conyenticles', and 
Synagogues of falſe gods. 

Secondly , That in this rrue Church afſembled, he was 
Anima concionars, in hec verba, he ſpake theſe words, or deli- 
yered_rhem in the Congregation, by word or writing, as a 

. teſtimony of his repentance ;which may alſo further appeare 
if we conſider, 

I, Whar he ſaith by his experience of rhe dangerouſ- 
neſle of enticing-women ,' even his own ; and of hisdeli- 
yerance out of their hands, as being beloyed of God, 

 Eccleſ.7.26427,28. | 
+ © 2, Theframe of the whole book which ſpeakerh ſadly of 
rhe birrernefle of all earrhly vanities after bis long experi- 
__ ence of all of them in his old age. 
Thirdly, that he delivered rheſe things from his heart and 
ſoule, nor.out of any policy of Stare, to ſarisfie the people; 
P ſal.6g- 11. Eſay 40.9. 
So the Feminine | ny is expounded, Pſal.16,2, | 
Uſe r. To hates e us of Solomons repentance afrer his 
fall, Such as think he fell finally and torally, are nor-onely 
' hereby refuted, bur by all choſe arguments which prove the 
gpriureranct of the Saints, which are many and impregna- 
le; And beſides,by ſuch other arguments as more peculiarly 
concern Solomon himſclf, as, 


1, Our 


P & % *. Sh. IF a 
7 . «+ uy - % Y SF x" A | Yy -_- % g = 
0 | . , WW, Y * , 9 Wy VE 
=—_ ©” 7 end , ' Y : . % '® 
FT, 3 $07 | 


” FREE. , 4 17,1 — * oue" RT 
es -Sirctnt el Ga tn. tt i 
- : » 9 + EST. , nid PR TK." "; 


© *"x. Our Saviours teſtimony, that all che Prophets are in | 


heaven, Luke 13. 28. 

Now Salomon was a Propher , leaing rhe whole Scrip- 
rare was penned by no,orher but Prophers and Apoſtles , 
z Yet.1.19420,21. Eph.2.20. bs. 

Balaam, though he propheſied, ag did alſo Saul, yer nei- © 
rher of them wie Prophets ; a ſpirit of prophecy reſted nor ? 
upon them. loſ. 13.22, 

"2, He is ſaid ro be loved of God, and therefore by Gods 
own appointment to be named Jedidiah, 2 Sam. 12.25, 

Now Gods love is the pledge, as of Jacobs eleRion ,- 
 Rom.9-13. ſo of Solomons; God is not wont to give names 

ro things bur according as he finderh them, or purpoſerh 
to make them 3 Whom be loveth, he leveth to the end, John 
13.1. To lay, That was my meant in regard of not takin 
the Kingdom from him, and his Pofteriry, as he did from 
Saul, is tro wreſt the Text, which promiſerh,* 

1. Thathe will be a father ro him. 

z, For his perſon, thar he will not take his mercy from 

him. | 

3. For his kingdom, rhat it ſhall not be raken away. 

Uſe 2. Toreach us to accepr this book with greater re- 
ſpe&. The Sunne never ſhinerh more gloriouſly then when 
it breakerth forth our of ſome dark cloud : nor rhe graces of 
Gods Spirit, than when they have over-wreſtled ſome ' 
cloud of Temptations and finnes, and break forth into 
Repentance, So was it with David alſo,in Pſalm 51. 

Ale. ſonne of David ] Which he menrioneth in ſundry 
reſpeds. | 
irſt, it is honourable to be the ſonne of a Prince, Eccleſ. 
16. 19: | 

Secondly, it procureth the more reyerence, a Prophet to 
be the ſonne of a Prophet, 

Thirdly, Ir is comfortable to be the ſonne of a man after 
Gods own heart, for the Covenants ſake, Gen.17.7. And 
eſpecially of David, for the promiſe ſake made to him, and 
ro his ſecd after him, 2 Chre.7.11, to 15. 

e 1, To procure reverent acceptance of the Dofrine of 
this book for the Penmans ſake : For chough it lirtle skil- 
lerh whar the pen be, of a Gooſe or Swans quil, or Ravens, 
yet when God delighrerh co uſe ſuch an inſtrument; ſh rick-, 
ly adarned with many priviledges , it challengerh from _ 
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rhe more..due_teſpeR. Ir 
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is a book written by the 
'Uſe 2. To teach parents that ſend their children ro the' 


' Univerſity, ro ſeck ro excell in eminency of grace, and love 


amonegſt men, It will adde ſome luſtre and credit to their 
childrens miniſtery , as Zechary and Elixabeths podlinefle 
( Luke 1.6. )didro T7 Baptifs,and Davids to Solomens. 

King in Jeruſalem } King as having ſoveraigne power of 
life and death; to whom it beloaged to be asa head to 
counſell, and dire, and rule the people; to be alſo as a 
ſhepheard to feed the people with wholſome laws and in- 
ſtirutions, and examples of good life , and te drive them 
from- feeding in unwholſome Paſtures upon unſayory va- 
niries, 

in Jeruſalem } the City of God, the mother Church of Iſ- 
rael, then a tairhfull Ciry, full of faithfull and good people, 
though afterwards an harlor. 

He doth not ſay, King of Iſrael, as Prov 1.1. but in Jeraſe- 
lem: inrimating rhat his converſing in this fairhfull Ciry , 
amongſt ſo many good people,was | Ln means the ſonger to 
bring him to a ſight of his finne, and to cnditing and pen- 
ning theſe words, which fhew his repencance. 

" Ir could nor be,bur that Solomon muſt needs read in the 
couitenances of his people , when he came abroad to 
Church and Judgement-ſcat , and heare likewiſe by intel- 


ligence of his wiſe Counſellors , how much the Cirizens of 


Jeruſalem were grieved with his building Idolatrous Tem- 
ples, and tolerating falſe worſhip in chem ; The which 
_oghc well os hs ro a more | Gu ſight of his fin, 
and ro make mention of the City in the words that ſhew 
his repentance, Beſides, in a Pcnirenriall diſcourle,the full 
latirude of titles is unſeaſenable. - p 

"Uſe t. To ſhew us that God uſcth inſtrumencs of all ſorrs 
in penning the Scriptures,as wel ſome Kings, (as Devid and 
$9.0mon) as fome Fiſhermen, (as amongſt the Apoſtles) and 
Herdſmen, (as Amos, ) and Prieſts ( as Jeremy : ) that all 
ſorts mighr meer with ſtyle and phraſe of ſpecch, meer for 


them. 


Uſe 2. Thar jr is no disgrace to any man, or to any mans 
children, ro be Preachers ; Solomon and David , both Kings 
and both Prophets; yea Solomon ſtudying to teach rhe peo- 
ple knowledge, Eccleſ.12.9,to, The Angels, higher TE: the 
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books , = publih'-cheir repenrance after their publique * 
fins, P/44.91, \ 6s 
'V je To let tis ſce whar a benefit it is for a Miniſter or ? 
| aro ro live amongſt good people; They murually help 
one anather to avoyd lin, and ro'come our of ir. 
Uſes. To adde till che more due refpeR to this book , 
penned by a King, and a King of the Church of God, 
Uſe 6, To teach Penitencs, not ro affe@ the exprefiion of 
Titles of files of honour ac large. 


. Chap.t. Verſ.2. 


Vanity of vanities, ſaith the Preacher : vanity of vanities, all 
is vanitie. 


Ani of vanities, dyc. ] The Logicall and Rheroricall 
reſolutian of theſe words, is delivered above in opening 
the firſt Uerſe, 

Do. rt. A: things under the Sunne ( whether creatures 
of Ged, or labours of men) are alrogerher vain, to the at- 
taining of true happineſſe : Or. chius, Are exceſſiycly, diverſ- 
I, wonderfully yain.” The chiefe things which men ſeek 
of in this life, arc yain/in.a threefold reſpet : 

1, To finde the chiefe good in-them, 

© $, To ſatisfie the ſoule, Eſay, 55,22. 
Mi To mak: that good they are made for of themſelves , 

£66.33 17, | £# ed he 

© For the gathering of chis poing_from the true meaning of 
the Text, compare this place with Verſ 3. 14. and Chap. 2. 
13, In this ſenſe Paul calleth all chings lofle (dreſſe,dung) 
Phil. 317.0. to wit, not onely without, Chriſt, or in compa- 
I , . bit for. the arrainmenc of Chriſt or true hap- 


plneſte, 
The ground of this point may be moſt firly ſhewed..in 
epening the ſeverall acceprioris of Nay is the Scripture , 
l 


and obſerying how they all agree in all 
in this reſpe&, Vanity is pur for, | MO 

1, Unprofitablenefſe, as here, verſ. 2,3. Md.z. 14. which 
__ to world! things, Mar. 16,26,, A man may have the 
w 


le world, atid loſe his ſoulc ; and then whaz. profit did ' 
thiey yield him Prov, 11,4, © _ 


ings in the world. 
s 


SECT, 4 14 if A REIE Is, "XY 
ſs agreeth | Eſay 29.5. | Eſay $$,2, | 
" * Teightnefle, Pſal'62.9. hich is alforrue, Dent.3 2.47» 
The like may be ſaid of all earthly things in this.caſe, , * 
- 4. Falſbood and lying, Pſal,s2.2,. & 4.2. which alſo hob 
deth here; Pfal.31.6. Jonah 28. | 
5, Fruſtration or difappointment of the ny He. 127,71, 
2. Unlefle rhe Lord build and keep rhe houſe and Ciry, the 
builders and watchmans care wil fall ſhorr of the ' end 
A rhey aiwe at , and fo the work is, in vain, James 1, 26, 
Car. 15.14. 
: 6; Frailry or inconſtancy, vaniſhing away as ſmoak, Rom, 
$.:0, 21. Pſal.144.4. Eſay g0.6,7,8, q 
7 ge: 2 Chron, 13.7. Prov.12,17, 
8. Folly, Job 11,12, Prov.12.11, 


Reaſons of the vanity to thoſe formet ends, 
x. From the end for which God made chem ({ to wit ) for 
us, nor us for them, 1 Cor,3.22, 

- 2, From their condition , they are coryorall, remporall ; 
and therefore cannot feed, much lefle ſarisfie an erernal 
ſpiric, Luke 12.19,20, 

3.From the curle lying upon them, fincerheFall,Gen.3.17, 


Reaſons of rhe Repetition'sf this vanity ; and the Holy 
| Ghofts manner of ſpeech in expreſhgg rhis yvaniry, *©* 
. x. Toſhew the exceſhivenefle of the vanity of theſe carth» 
: Vaniy implieth they - are not onely vain, bur exceeding- 
ly yaine z/as vainzas yanity it ſelfe, | 

Vanity of vanities, is in the Hebrew a Superlative form of 
+ aa. ro {et forth the higheſt yanity; as the Song of Son 
the moſt:excellenr z the King of Kings ; the Seryanr 
Servants, the chicfeſt King, the moſt ſervile feryant. I 
2, To ſhew the mulricude and variety of vanities heaped 
up in earthly things, There is a Neſt(as ir were) of vanity 
jy inthem z or, as Sampſon ſpeaks in-another caſe, Zudg. 15. x6, 

3 heaps upon beaps. 
| 3, For admiration. To ſhew the wonderfull -and ſtrange 
© vanity of.theſe things, he breaketh forrh into this Exclama- 


+” tion, Oh vanity of vanities, (oc. 


Uſe, 


_ _ " aA 
bad; _ 
: 
—" 


- 


i, To ſhew us aprame, = oe fine maketh in NY 
the world ; ir doch as ir. were the yertue and beauty of 
the ; Y 


Time was,before fin entred, when God ſaw all the crea- ' 
rures to be very good, Gen. 1.31. Now after firine had blown: - 
upon them, he looked upon them again , and all is yaniry ; 
Such a change wil fin make in us, and in our counſels and ., 


bt - 


courles. 
- Vſez. To ſhew us what a wofull change they make thar | 


ſell their ſouls ro commir . fin for -any carrh ly benefits , 
which are but yanity ,- Feneh 2.8. Eſay 5. 18. Temptations | 
from carthly rhings may draw on fin like cart-ropes , but 
they are the cart-ropes of 'vanity. - And ſo doe om that * 
ch the Ordinances of God for accommodations which ?: 
are under the Sunne. | 
Uſe 3. To ſhew us the vanity of men beyond all crea- 
rures, Pſal.119.89. He for whole ſake all rhe reſt- became 
vain, is much more vain himſelf, Pſdlm 62.5, He is leighter 
then vanity, Eſqy 40. 17- 
Uſe 4. To teach us not to ſer our hearrs on earthly things 
Pſalm 62.10. neither by, 
1. Covering them before we have them, Prov.23.4,5- ' 
2, Confidently truſting in them, or proudly rejoycing in 
- . them when we have them, Job 31.24,25, od 
' '3, Griefe when we parr from them, Job 1.21. 
ws 5. To exhort us to lay up. betrer treaſure then theſe” 
carrhly yanirics, Matth.6.19,20, | 
Uſe 6. For a fign of triall of our 'repentance ; ſuch as ſce 
nothing bur glory, and goodlinefle in theſe outward' 
things, Satan hath: bewitched them, - Mat. 4, 8. Bur ſuch 
as ſee the extream vanity of them, have repented with Solo-' + 
mon here. | : 
Uſe 7. To teach. us, It is no yanity to teach the yanity of , 
che creatures in Rherorical elegancies;here are manyTropes: . - 
of Rhertorick uſed ; ſo Rom. 12.5. With rcheſe Caurions; | 
I, Thatthe Rhetorick be ſuirable to the marrer , grave 
and holy; elſe irs baſtard Rhetorick. q 
2; Thar it fer forward the end of the diſcourſe , to wir, 
co affet the heart with the ſenſe of the matcer in 


Eccl e&ſ. 


1 . > AC 
4 IIs ; 


ea- | Ecclef. 1. v. 2,3zto it, © 
wn | . Verl. 2. Vanity of . vanities , ſaith the Preacher , vanity. of 
ty ; vanities, all is vanity. | « 
_ | | bs rhat Selomon ſcrs the ſcale of his reſtimony to the vaniry 
E of all cheſe carrhly rhings , after the long} triall of rhem, 
"2 obſcrye this! 
G's Doftr. They that have had'moſt trial of all earthly com- 


w | forts , are moſt ready and beſt able ro avouch the vaniry of 
them. - | 
ac 2 Who could haſte more to outward things, than Solomon ; 


_ and yet more be confident in avouching the vaniry of them? 

F Reaſon I. Experience is a divine teſtimony, as being rake 

_ from the work of God in the cycnrs of things comming ro 
nc FF paſle by providence. 

cr | Redfin 2, Experience is of great authority with men j as 

being an argument more ſenſible, and lefſe fubjea to igno- 


BY rance or errour, 
| Vſe. To ſhew us a broad difference of earthly rhings 
3 from ſpiritual and heavenly;carrhly things ſeem goodly and 
n. FJ glorious, till we have them and good rial of them, and af- 
"F terwards we find them altogerher vanity : Burt heavenly 
 'F things ſcem vanity till we have them, and good rriall of 
- them, then ſeem they excellent © and divine; no gain, ne 

glory, no comforr like to that which they yeeld. 

-- we leave this yerſe, ler us remove a falſe ColleQion 
|" which one maketh from this word : Thar Reading is Prea- 


ching, becauſe Solomon callerh his book (rhough read) che 
Preac 


Bur for Anſwer, conſider, 1, Solomon doth not call his. 
; book, bur-himſelfe the F reacher.. | 
2, He might from hence colle& ; that the Preachet niay 
deliver his Sermon by writing , and ſo thar wricing may be _ - | 
preaching ; bur thar reading therefore is preaching, follow- + + -»- 2 
erh ror, For in writing, a Miniſter may and doth make uſe 4 
of ſpiritual gifts equine in a Propher or Preacher , to the 4 
exerciſe of his miniſtery, x Cor.14.1, bur nor ſo in reading 3 
which even a School-boy may perform, that never atrainced 


any ſpiriruall gift at-aſl, þ. | 
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Vetſ. 3. What profit hath a man of all the labour which be | 
hath under the Sun ? 


Z abour under the Sun | is labour taken abour the creatures, 
or things under rhe Sun ; For rhe labour a tnan cakerh for 
the favout of God , the fellowſhip of the Blood and Spirit 
of Chriſt, &c. is labour forthings above the Sun. Whence 
{uch are {aid to converſe in heaven, Phil.3.20. and to walk 
with God, Gen.s. 24, ; 

What profit } To wit, towards the attaining of truc happi- 
nefle ; erherwiſe, in all labour there is ſome profit towards 


- the helping of our earthly eſtates, Frov. 14.23. 


This verſe is an $moyd or — upon the former 
Concluſton,of the v of all things delivered in the for- 


mer Verſe, and here repcatcd in other words more plainly, 

De&r. All the labour a'man takerh (whether of mind er 
body) about rhe crearures under the Sun, is altogerher uns 
rrakeable towards the attainment of truc happineſs, Chep. 2. 
22, & 3.9, 

Reaſons from the diſptoportion of rheſe crearures ro gur 
happinedle, 

- Reaſ.1. All cheſe creatures are under che Sun ; bur our 
happinefle is above it. Now as water can never aſcend 
higher, nor carry any other thing higher then che founrain 
from whence ir came ; ſo neither can things below the Sun 
carry us up to a condition aboye rhe Sun, 

2. Theſe creatures are temporall,our happineſſe cternall, 
2Cor.4.17,18. 

3. Theſc things are changeable and unſetled, bur ourhap- 
pinefle unchangeable. - 

Uſe 1, To wean us from immoderate labour after theſe 
things which cannor profit ; It many rimes fallerh out thac 
thoſe things which we labour moſt to avoid , are the moſt 
behovefull to arrainment of happinefſe 3 as AMiRions, Pſal. 
I19467,71, 

Uſe z.To ſtir upro labour principally for heavenly bleflings, 
things abeye the Sun, Eſay 55. I Cor.15.58. | 


Eccleſ. 1. verſ 45.to 11 aff 


Verf, 4. Owe generation ah away and anothep 
generation commeth : but the earth edideth for ever. 
| $. 
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Haz which Solomesn taught us in che former yerſe , the 

unptofirablenefle of all labour abour worldly chings 
towards the artainmene of happineſle, he confirmeth in 
teſt of this Chaprer, and the reſt which follow;by induQion 
of ſundry forrs of labours, wherein men uſually weary 
themſelves, bur in vain. And firſt he beginnerki with the 
yaniry of che labour of rhe mind, abeur che ſtudy of naru- 
rall chings, which in this whole Chapter he ſhewerth ro be 
yy ro the atrainment of happineſſe, by rwo Rea- 
ons. 


x. The firſt taken from the want of ſuch things as accoms 
pany true happinefſe, ro wir, ſtability, fatiery, newnefle in 
naturall rhings, The Reaſon ftanderh thus: 

The know and ſtudy of ſuch things as want ſtabi- 
lity, ſatiery, newneſle, is unproficable t> rhe arrainmenr of 
irue appar. Bur the knowledge and ſtudy of ſuch things, 
js of fuch things as waar ſtabiliry, ſatiety; novelry.. 

- This wank of ftabiliry he proves by thie ſtare, 

x. Of bodies mixt of the Net Elements, which ate gene- 
rable and cortuptible, come and goe, verſ.4. Y 

x; Of the four Elements. 

x Of the Sun, the Charior of fire, wrſcs. 

2 Of elie wind or ayre, verſ.6. | 

3 Of che warer, —_ | 

4 Onely the carch ſtanderh fill in the niidft of all theſe 

reſtlefle morions. 
t Partly as a center about which theſc moye. 
2 Partly as a Theacer upon which every generation 
commetlt and goes, verſ.4. | 

Whence , though ir be table, yer we want ſtability in ie, 
is all one to us, as if it were nor ſtable, 
ir want of $ariery he ſhewerh, ver/.8. 

Thicit want of N , vefſ.9,10,11, | | 

3. The ſecond Reaſort is taken from his own experience, 
errf. 12, to rhe end of the chapter, | | 
D68.r.' Such as come by generation Kand nor ar a 

bur paſle away | paſſe away by corruption, } Jeb 14. I, 

9:748,9. Joſh.1 3.14.1 Kings 2.2 
a &. From ic nature whereof they are ge- ' 
x nerated; 
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« oy" A 
g:nerated; which are the four Elements agdthey contrary 
one th anorher. Now contrary .things being divided ene 
againſt another, make the whole body of ſhort continuance 
gne waſting-another, ill all faile, Aft. 12.25. Hear ainſt 
\cold., and moyſture againſt drinefle , work Caclapty one 
againſt another, rill all be conſumed. | 
_ Beſides, in living creatures the diſproportion berween 
Calor nataralis and Humidum radicale, cauſeth diflolution; the 
food received breedeth nor ſuch kindly heat and moyſture 
as isdaily ſpent, but a more milde heat, and more raw 
moylſture, 
0bj. How then could Adams life be maintained for eyer , 

if he had ſtood in innocency > 


Anſw. By the Almighty power of God ſubduing and . 


keeping theſe contrary qualitics in a ſweer temper and har- 
mony, even by the ſame hand whereby he kepr the wild 
beaſts from preying upon the tame , allowing them to car 
00s bur grafle, Gen. 1. 30. | 


Reaf.z. From the curſe which finne brought with ir, even 


the bondage of corruption upon the Creature , Rom. 6. 23, 
and 8,20,21. It is commonly ſaid of the Oak char ir liverh 
three hundred years; growing one hundred, ſtanding ar a 
ſtay another hundred, and decaying the next hundred. The 
holy Ghoſt recorderh of rhe Patryarchs that they lived ma- 
ny hundreds, Gen. 5. 

Pliny our of __ deſcriberh nine ages to the Crow ; 
ſomerimesas much more to the Harc, and yer three times as 
much more to the Raven, Nat. Hift. lib. 7, c. 48. *® - 

Bur yer all cheſe being compounded and generated of the 
four Elements, doin the end rerurn into chem again by diſ- 
{olurion and corruption. 

Uſe 1. To Lack us (that which is Selomons ſcope) thar 
the ſtudy of theſe natural things, is not available to the 
attainment of true happinefſe ; For how ſhould that which 
is reſtlefle (and, as Solomons word is , full of labour) procure 


us ſcrled reſt and tranquilliry, which accompanierh true - 


happineſle > The mind of man, as Philoſophers have obfer- 
yed, is ſomewhat aſſimilated into the nature of the Oh» 
jet which ir ſtudicrh-; and is converſanr about : as Mari- 


ners who are converſant abour winds, and ſeas, and ſtorms - Þ! 


are more boyſtzrous.. Shepherds and  Herdſ-men more 


bruiriſh, Forreſters more wild. Butchers tore bleody', $cc. 
So 


-. 


Nu *. 


' p-4 + g 
$+ ric 
moxe reſtle &., 2 2X +7 "Rt 
In particular, the _ and Knowledge of the paſling'a- 
way of one| Generartiqn, after angther, ſhewerh us our mor- 
rality and miſery, and thereby yeilderh us gricf and yexati® 
on, bur no reliefe if we reft there. | | 
Ve z. Toexhorr us ts lifr up our hearrs ro true wiſdony', 
by the conſideration of this anſerlednefle of our Eftaces}; 
Pſdl,90. 10, 12, Deut. 32. 29. Prepare for a change? ir is 
a coming, Heb. 13. 14. Micah 2. 10. 
Vſe 3. To cxhort to weanednefle in our preſent conditi- 
on, and contentment in all Eſtates, 1 Coy,7: 29. 3o, 3T; 
Uſe 4. To exhorr to fruirfulnefle in good things whilſt we 
here abide, » Pet.1. 13, 14, 15. > 
DeF.z. As one Generation paſſerh away, fo anorher 
commeth, OV 
The Sun ſerrerh and ariſeth the ſame again ; Trees.may 
be cur down, : and yer ſpring again ; nor {6 we, bur'others 
come in our place Fob. I4, 7.40 10, 0 
Ref. 1. God will alwayes have his Church to call upon 
him in this world, whilſt the world ſtanderh. 
Regſ.2, God will have the elder genepations to inſtru 
and goyern the younger ,” and the youriger to yeild ve 
rence and obedience'to the elder; which cannot be, unleffe 
one, generation be. comming on, 'as - ahother paſltttr 
away. | "BY 
Vi 1, To refure the Pyrthagorean dorkge of rerurning of 
the ſame' ns again many years after their dearh,” ©", : 
' _Vſes. To ftirup the Generariens paſſing away, to be 
helpfiil ro:the generation comming on, in food counſels , 
ng examples, &c, Pſal. 71, 18,and 78, 3, 4. Iſt . 
39, 13, 19. £ Sins 
oe; To reach rhe younger ſorr as they come after , ſo 
ro make.ſome benefit of their Anceſtors going before , ob- 
ring wharſogver was commendable in them , and imita- 
ar eſchewing Whaeſoever was evil and dangetous', 
1.5, 6, OL. ) 
: De#-- 3. Though'' one - generation ''paſſes away, and 
another commerh on ; yet the E >abiderh for "es ' 
ver. ind 
-. As one 'harveſt is/gatheres, another 'commerh;; yer the 
earth or ſoy] ſtill remaineth, —__ | | "*. 
7 3 4. 


theſe reſtleſſe crearutes leaverh the miride 
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Ve 
che 


_s of 
of. the carth, Sun, Plehkn 
& 119, 90; If rhe eto ny 
eth a ſtone, the ſame way the earth mayeeh,he might og 


te logs boos «fell: or (ip it be ) 
z the earch Nactiyemring = carry him = 
vo be under the pn en it ſhouldfqll, 

Uſe 2. To moderaze our defires afrer rhe earth, and 
earthly rhings, which we muſt _ __ us, ad pan- 


nor aw ny Nara 4 49.17, 
| Ue'3. To adaciic to frand in 'y 
Wayes, __ the word God have. beewas weil i 
29 us as to the carth yer ſtanderh accarding wo his 
word, Jeremiah 5. 22, = 
Uſe 4. Tocxhorr tothe of our hopes of falva- 


tion uponGods _ — — ith rhema forever when 
other Srounds will fail us. | | 


Eccleſ. x, 5. to12, 


8.1. The bnenledge of ſuch things as are ful of. a« 
of hour, and empty of Cnaigos are Gipey fa. 
of varic | Of pw e, is unproficable 0 the arain» 

oct of rrue happineſle. 


 dipn.cthe upon which Solemon buildeth the #n- 
- © of the labour of the mind abour the knows 
[ages na 


tural thi 
They are full of labour ar reſtlefle motion, vals. 
: They clo fa ſarisfying to aaa: + $7 
diſciplin 


Peg Br x4 
x. The one p V WEST 
2, The other by inftructien. 
3, - Thery is no-vennells or raciers 
ing would wo; bald, unlede this D 
a ground, 
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2nd sranquillity, Eſq, 30. 7,15. 
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Call Slat Chet, the” fell6iwſſits 


"Thefa 
of Gods fp irit, rhe <, the Covenanc of grace 
and peace, Bat natur thinks which a th:mſelves in per- 


leave our mindsreft 
2, Do ſarisfe the mind and hearr 7 a Chriſtian ; his eye 
would ever ſce the fayour of God, and the light of his coun 
upon him ; his car W ever hear che 
(hi things bel onging to his peace 
The eye of car not to be bn edwidh ſuch or ſuch = 
implyech either, 
1. Thata man careth not to ſce or hear an 
them, as having enough of them, and yer, would Pave fo Cane: 
thing beſides rhem, as being nor contceted wich them z ſo ic 
is —_ here, Eſof 55.1,3. 

Bur on the contrary , in heavenly gp 2 man having 
erue and full contentment in them, yer defirerh ro partake 
more and mare of them > Jobn 4. 14. Matth.5.6, P(d.q2.1,2 
For ſuch doe yield truce ſarisfaQion to the eyc, an 
care, and taſte, when as a man is defirous alwaies rn ſee 

and heare , - raſte rhe ſame, Andſo is ic in heavenly 
things : rhe more we of rhem,the more we defire them, 

nd concentedwith them.  - 
Secondly, rhar a man not baving cnough of chat he ſeeth 
aphepe would —_ more of it, and yer cannot attain 


is vexed; comprehens» 

dg rhe qe Euripus, is DE paag i hitnſetfe 3 into 

nlfrkng. allo meagy here in ſundry difficultics of natu- 
bi 


Are new. , full of freſh and fweer variety of 

e: 'To a new creature,” bchold | all rhings be- 
_ new, 2 Cor, 5.17, Not onely within kim, new - 6 
» New Hnlonen, new hcart , new af- 


eto new joyes iefes, c deſires, &c. 
h Jo is; "Kar wi IR es 


s, new life new com- 


wn 


akerh - yn 
Eye hath not 
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ſeen, nor eare-heard ſuch things, 1 Cor.2.9, The naturall-man © 
pr perceived them (anal therefore as Paul reaſonerh, rhe 

Princes of this world could not deviſe ſuch things'to keep 

people in awe): rg: are new when they are firſt perceived | 
of the godly ; and they feele a new, freſh, ſweer ſayourin } * 
them, as oft as the ſecing or hearing of rhem is renewed , | 
Lam. 3.23. 

Uſe tr, To wean us from placing our happineſle in the 
ſtudy of the creatures : There is no reſt in them, no ſariſ- 
faion ro the mind , no ſuch newneſfle, as in thoſe thin 
wherein true happineſſe ſtagdeth, Some of the Philoſophers 
placed happinefle in contemplation ( meaning of the crea- 
rures) bur ſhewerh they were deceived: Many a man thin- 
keth, that if he could attain to the knowledge and myſteric 
of this or thar rradc, he ſhould need no mere good, Bur ir 
is even with trades, as with the crearures , rhey are full of 
labour , and yer empty of ſarisfying rhe mind , empry of 
newneſle. 

Uſe, To exhorr ro the ſtudy and ſcarching our of the 
favour of God , the blend of Chriſt, the grace of his Spirir, 
the Word of God, &c. Theſe will anſwer our hearrs with 
reſt, and fulneſs, and newnefle of comfort and contenrment; 

Uſe 3. For triall of eur happinefle , whether we haye 
made right choice of it ; if we bend our ſtudies and labours - 
upon things that are full of labour , and yer empry of fariſ- 
fying the mind with contentment and newnefle , we have 
miſplaced our happineſle. 

Bur if we finde reft and ſarisfaRtion, and newnefle in the 
things we are converſant about ; it is a ſigne we have cho- 
_ eavenly things to place our happineſſe in. A righr. 
choyce. | 

From the Sunnes morion, werſ 5. obſerye. | 

Firſt, ( againſt Copernicus ) that rhe Sunfie Rtanderh nor 
Nill, bur the carth, Pſal. 19.5. OE 

Secondly, againſt the opinion of ſuch that do rhink the 
Heavens and Planers arc moyed by Intelligences .The Tame 
is here ſaid to ariſe and goe down, to haſten, nor to be car- 
ried or meved paſſively, Pſq/, 19. 5, the Sun is ſaid freely tg 
ran hig courſe, or which is all one, to rejoyce to run it. 

\ \'Thirdly,che $4n is endued with life, for whatſoever ſtis- 
xerh and moverh- it ſelf in his own place , is quick and 


liverh, 
of ' Thee 
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morive, as in the Stars; | 

_  Thisalfo is implyed in rhe order of the works of rhe 
Creation; where proceeding from things lefle perfe&: .c9 

things more perfe& , he mentioneth Stars made rhe fourth 

day, and Herbs and Trees the rhird. The Stars rherefore 

mentioned tobe created after ſome living things, haven 

themſelyes a more perfeR life, 

From the Winds mutions, verſ.6. obſerve, 

The freedome of the motion of Gods Spirir,blowing where 
ic liſteth, John 3.8. 

From the morion of the Riyers, verſ. 7. obſerve, 

Firſt, rhe originall of Fountains ro ſpring . from the 
Sea, q 

Arifetles reafon to the contrary, that water covereth ro 
run to the loweſt place ; And if the water ſhould have this 
viciflitude of courſe, from rhe Fountains to the Sea, from 
the Sca t6 the Fountains ; thenthe ſame place ſhould be 
higher ,and lower rhen ir ſelf; will not hold, For  ſotng 
parrs'of the Sea are lower then the Fountaines , and into 
them <p arquayy qr ge Few frregine' rorun; 

s of the Sea are as high, or higher then rhe Founraine 
Epecially in grear am. when the wayes ſeem to aſcend 
up to heaven, Pſalm 107. 26. And they by ſecrer channels 
another way ſend forth Springs of warter to feed che Foun- 
raines, _- -—_ LY 

Plite's Barathrium in cheHhollow Caverns of the earth, 
which he maketh to be the originall of Fountaines, is hence 
alſo refuted, unlefſc he derive the ſupplying of that Bara» 
thrum'from the $ea-- CS 

Second!y , that the earth, through which the Sea waters 
paſſe to the Founraines , doth percolare and ſtrain the Salr 
out of thetn ; elſe, as rhe ſea warers are ſalt , ſo would alſo 
the Founraine waters be. | 

Thar ſome fountaines of water are ſalt as the ſea ariſerh 
from the openneſs. of the pore of the carth berween the ſea 
and hen which is alſo the cauſe of rhe ebbing and flowing 
of ſome-of rhem, 

-Thirdly , A parrern of chankfull rerurning what we re- 
ceive to x. Fountain thar ſupplicth us ; 4 as we receiye all 
bleflings from God, ſo ler us return all ro him, Ee 
_ ' . R | m 
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Fo There is a double like in things, yer comming thor of * 
"Þ* ſenſe: 1. Vegerarive, as te Pitt Han 2, Loco- 


s 
"4 


Ecclel. x. 9 ,10311; 


3. The thing that herb been, it is that which ſhall be and thet 
Md ie hae, ic the which ſhall be dane: - and there is noth- 
gy 7 dyotye bop M it may be ſaid, See, this io new? 
'0. 1s there whereof it may te, this ionew 
It bath been pd of olf time , which was befere 


+. - ; 
11, There is no remembrance of former things, nile a 
ſhewerh us the wanrof nownelh 


be - $00 wg of things that are to come, 
my. 

theſe s ander rhe Sunge, aod from rhence arguerh 

ableneſs of the Nudy ar knowledge of them xo 

rhe acraining of true happincfs, ; | 

. This want of newnels , Firkh, is coperiied in che He 


£ @ verſe, There is #10-new thing under the - - Segondily 
vs plcet 7: By partetar Toduies of chat which 


kath been, and char which is done, they both ſhall he hero- | 


after, ver(.. 9. L ous 
Secondly, by an Ymgeerd dwelling upon the fame 
_ they thing that now ſeems new, to haye-been 
eime, ver}. 10; Jv. | 
Thirdly, by removing an objeQion which is ſcererly im- 
| IF hk meg baron lng: bave been in old 
e, How conumeth, it we never heard-of thej_ bifore 2 
yerſ.t1, which is amplified by the Iike | | 


ow in after- verſ, 11, 3. 
x; Dodtrine of the niuth and yenth verſes tay be qpe- 


ned i } ; M7 chi . 
I There in nd Bev ting cuner the Sunne, 


Te 


© ECCLISIASTSS.) 
Oy ts eat aSloge Avices, jup.Ru9t; 


Tr 
For of theſe Solomon hers diſcourſerh, to prove that hap- 

'pinefſe cannot be found in the knowledge of theſe , becauſe 
hey are wanting in newnefle and variety. As ifhe ſhould 
ſay, Natura nibil melitur novi. Though upon this particular 
occaſion he ſeemeth to reach further, in denying newneſic 
x6 the commen affaires of men in the world, 

* Far verſ.. x1, he denicth remembrance of former things, 
which is not wont to be taken up abour narurall bodies, or 
the ations of them , bur eſpecially abour .men and their 
affaires, 

And indeed in Civil matters there be the like, manners of 
men now as of old ; the like cones, and ſucceſſes of warre 
and peace &c, whence the knowledge of Hiſtory of former 
rimes is ſo much behovefull : ſo in C Church marters, like diſ- 


poſition of hypocrires, Matth.15.8,9. 
Like oppotim th 0 e truth by falſe kc. Fr im 3, 8, 
> Pet.3.1. Like 4 orcrunning gener ements , 
Luke 17.26, to-39, JON 
An x. For anſwer therefore ro the former doubrs , Sols- 
mon ſpeakerh not of Gods miraculous and extraordinary 
aQions , whether of judgement or grace ; ſuch.as the drow» 
of the world, the ſtanding the Sunns, che Birth and 
dearh of Chriſt , 'the- writing et rhe Scriptures, &c, 2. Pen, 


3:4,5,65 
as 2, He ſpeaketh of narural bodies , and rhe whole 
of nature ; nature worketh now as from che begin- 
ning, Natura nihil molitur novi , but upon ſome acciotutaly 
defeR, or ſuperfluiry in the marrer. 

* Anſ;3, The Arrificiall inventions of men, rhos 
new ſomerimes at firſt, yer for. the kind many of 
been before ; "and generally none of rhem continue ow 
wy bur wax ſtale and old like other things, Pſal. 102.26. 

eh. 8. 13. 

Only God our happineſle is alwaies the ſame,Pſd.r02. 27, 
Heb.1 3.8, and ever is new . Abrahams Coycnanc is ſtill the 
New Covenant 

Uſe.r. To ew us the emprinefle of the knowledge of the 
creature to bring us ro happineſflc, 

- "Where newneſle is ps lweernefle and. full content» 


ment is MARUNE,, | 
Uſe 


-. 
pes 
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Do8.2. Marrcrs of former times are buried in forgerful- 
nefſe; 

wo ve Mens negligence to recount them, or to ſearch 
afrer them. | | 

Reaſ.z. Mens unthankfulnefſe , not rchearſing them to 

poſterny. | | 

Redſ. 3. Emulation, enyying the propagation of others 
good name. 


Reaſ.4. Gods juſt judgement , curring off the memory of 
ſome perſens and things from off the carth. - | 

Uſe 1, Nor to wonder,though ſo many things ſeem new ro. 
us, which yet haye been before , lecing former things are 
forgotren, 

Uſe 2, Not to ſeek our own gloty., in thisor that good 
work, to be ralked of when we are gone, For we and our 
works ſhall be forgotten. # 

Uſe 3. To exhort 5 godlinefſe which bringeth an ever- 


_ laſting good name, Prov, 10.7. Pſal.112.6. 


| 12, 1 the Preacher was King over Iſrael in leruſalem. 
13. And I gave my heart to ſeek and fearch out by wiſedome, con- 
© cerninig «ll things which are done under Heaven : this ſore trg- 
well hath Go# given to the ſons of men, to be exerciſed there- 
Sb WIH7., 
14. 1 have ſeen all the works that are done under the ſun , and 
behold, all is vanity and vexation of Spirit. 
15: That which is crooked cannot be made ftraight: and that whieh 
. is wanting cannot be numbred. 

ow followerh in theſc yerſes the ſecund Argument, 
"whereby Solomon proyeth the yanity and unprofirable-, 
nefſe- of the tudy and knowledge of Gods works in nature 
_ rothe artaitiment of happinefle thereby ; raken'from his 

bd: 0 wn/Cxperience. Where obſerve, 
© Firſt} his ſtudy of the crearures ; and thar ſer forth, 
-r, By the opportuniry he had therero ; he was chen King. 
over Yrael in Hieruſalem; verſ.12 pf yy = 
Ir was nor when he was a child , bur when a King , and 
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7. Inche lubjeR he eriployed in the fludy, his heany 


| i grey Aep 6 in 
fx -opor mare cook NI 
-3, in rhe inftru or gui By #7 
4, In the obje& he was converſant abour 'in thoſe 
ſtudies, f geve my heart to ſerk, and ſearch out by wiſdom 
all things that are done under heaven, ( re wit } 
all rhe works of G od in nature. X 


cr, | 

Thisſore travel hath God giyen te rhe ſannes of men, e- 
ven to Kings alſo, verſ,12,13. Prov.25.2. | 

Reaſ.r. Gods glory which is -ſecn in the creatujes,Pſ; 
IJ, To & 145-10. Rem-1.20, It is adiſgrace ro 4 good W 
man not to look at his wark, but co ſleighrt is. / we 

Reaſ.:z. Our own benefit;borh of y for bcalch , as in 
the knowledge of many medicinall x : and of ſaule for 
InftruRion, which may be Itearncd from 


"Wer. To reprove the ſtreight-heartednefſſc of moſt, wha 
ſtudy no further che creatures, then for necedliry of paſtime. 
The Gentleman oncly obferverk ſo much of the nature of 
Dogg,ank Haukes, and Pheſants, and Partridges, &c. as fer- 
verh fot his game. The Tradeſman looketh anely art the 
nature and uſe of ſuch things, as whereby he gerterh his I1t- 
vying, whether Sheep, Bea 


EE, che chings » which by obſery 
| L nature of all chi which by © - 
tion and nce men might leactanaed | would 


our hearts to Gad, 
>= ger ec and our Skil ee ulefulnefic 


uw we oe . 2 


creatures, and . 
Eine cus for gain, when we know rhe warth anduſc of 
c 


its, Skins, Wool, Spices, Fiſhes, 
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creatures, as the <a 04 
chair cuntioncgine, 
negle Ne ANG nature *and uſe of all 
chings Rs apy he 
Dodr,2, Theſc bufinefles which God ſetrerh us abour , 
we arc to ſer our hearts and beſt endeavours upon them, 
God laid this fore rravel upon mean ; and Solomon gave his . 
heart to ſcck and ſearch, &c. 
Red. 1. Gods whally we are, and therefarc re employ od 
whole ſelyes at his appointmear. 
Ref. His bleſſing is upon the Induſtrious z þis curſe upen 
Eats rev. 10.4. ler.48. ar « raking 
3. All che opportunity we have 
KEE rok Eccleſ. 9.10. ne 
be redeemed, «15,16, 


5 
. Ofe. To repreye ſlackneſſe and idlenefie in an Calling 
' wherher che ſtud of nature or other, It is on 
tay they have to doc ; ar to Rand wile, ba 
man hatch hired them, Matth, 20.6,7, Behold a world *f 
' cxeatures for thee tg ſtudy upon. If God lay « ſore rravaile, 
| oe Rnge 's of men loner for Kings to negloGl Ra 
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Xr the Philoſophers by che wiſdome gathered from the 
crearures,. knew-not Ged inthe wiſdom of God, thar is in 
Chrift, in whom alone our happineſle = Sat x I. 

Unprofirable ro happinefle , bur rather yielding yexa- 
tion. * 

x Becauſe they lead us not to happineſle. 
2 There lierh a curſe upon the creature eyer fince the 
fall, Gen. 3.17. Rom.$. 20. 

x Becauſe of the difficulty of the ſearching out ef many 
ſecrets in nature, as the cauſe of the Seas flowing,the morion 
of the Moon, the Loadftones drawing of Iron, and looking 
towards the North-pole, ſundry Symparhies & Antiparhies 
of the creatures : Ir is ſaid by ſome ro be the death of Ari- 

* flatle that he could not comprehend the cauſe of Euripus 
ſeyen times «ebbing and flowing in a day * Becanſe I cannot 
NN thee (ſairh he) thou ſbalt comprehend the ; and fo is 
ſaid to have thrown himſelf into ir. = 
* 4 Becauſe the ſtudy of nature healeth not the finfull de- WM- 
feQs of narure in eur own ſpirits , which is the reaſon Sole- , WM 
mon rendreth, verſ 15. 

Uſe 1, To teach Scholers and other Students of Nature, 
ſo to ſtudy ir, as not to place feliciry inthe creatures, erin WM. 
the knowledge of them 3 They are vain and vexing if uſed Fl 
ro that end : Solomon deth not bring a cauſlefle eyil report | | 
upon the world, as the ſpics did upon Canaan. '| 

ObjeF. Bur doe net many Schollers acknowledge they ”' 
finde prear contentment, yea ſweernefle in rhe ſtudy and 
knowledge of the creatures ? 

_ I, Truegthey may, if they uſe the creatures and the ſh 
knowledge of them nor to finde happinefle in them, bur re 
thoſe others ends for which God made them , mentioned in | 
DeR.r. pag.23. 

2; Though many think themſclves happy by ſuch ſpeculz- 
rioris, it is becauſe they caſt nor up rheir accounts , as Solg- 
mon here doth, to ſee what rrue - Reformation of rheit own 
preg , or ſupply of their defe&s, they have found 


eby. | | 
Vſe 2, To teach all men, neither ro ſatisfie themlelyes in 
ſuch things as reach nor to the healing the crookednefle of -/ 
their natures ; nor to rhe ſupplying of the defe&ts thereof, .. 
How vain then are they thar ſee not the yaniry of wealth),  } 
honour, pleaſure, all carthly things, which arc all of them 
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DoB. 5." The crooked peryerſeneſſe, an defeRts of 
our nature, are not healed by the knowledge ' of Gods workes 
in nagure: | | 

A threefold crookednefle is in our nature. 

1, We a not from a right principle, from God in Chriſt 
bur from onr ſelves. 

Wo 2, We a& not by a right Rule, Gods will and word. 

3. For aright end, Gods Honour;but our owri ends, 

Defe&s alſo innumerable, Firſt,in gifts. Secoudly, in As 
as in Thoughts, Words, and Works. 

Hence che Philoſophers themſelves, as vicious as others 
in pride and yaine glory, in wantonneſſe, in covertouſneſle, in 
flattery, 8c. 

Yea they are more averſe and backward ro embrace the 
Goſpell rhen the common ſort, 48s 17,18,3 2, ">. 
N . Naturall bodies cannot reach tv the healing of our 

| oules. 

4 2, The vertue of the creatures is finite, as themſelvesbe 
bur it requireth an infinite power, even a new creation, £© 
heale our crookednefle, and to ſupply out defeRs, Fſalm 51. 
Io, yi 

Uſe 1. To ſhew us rhe depth of our corruption 3. no crea- 

W— Cure is able to make our crooked ſpirirs ſtreighr, or ro ſupply 

| , ourdefcRas,which arc inumerablc, 

Vſe 2. To ſtir us up to the knowledge of Chriſt, whom co 
know,is eternall life, Foba 17. 3. He reQifies our crooked- 

neflc,and ſupplics all our defeRs. John 1. 16. 


yg * Eccleſ.1.v. 16 17,18. 
| 16. I communed with my owne heart, ſaying, Loe, 1 amt come to 
great eſtate, and have gotten more wiſedome then all they that 
have been before me in Jeruſalem:yea, my heart bad great expe- 
rience of wiſedomg and kmwledge. 
17. And | gave my heart to know wiſedome, and to know mad- 
and Ily : I perceived that this alſo 15 vexation of 


mt. 
} i For in much wiſedome js much griefe : and be that encreaſerh 
knowledge;encreaſeth ſorrow. 

Olomon having taught us, partly by the nature of rhe 

creatures themſelves, and partly by his own experiegce, 
that happineſſe is nor to be found in the creatures ; 

He now procceedeth to = after happineſs, in nating 

tr1a: 


/ 


g P WE yu Ao, oY | "IE L ET CITI. - ; p _ 
"FRM nal os MLL P38; 1, gt 4.4 s Sand ie 11 AMS A + SW "4 
4 v ' ' - 5 <3. i RA. - 4 
= cs _— at _ Wy jt 4 _ 
| 6 0 oY - VF gba : iS 4 x. | 
* 


db + & oo 
« 


* * * > 
ty ” 


wiall and uſc ofchoſe bleſſings which God hath given-him; 
| x Great eſtate, 2 Great Wiſedome. 
Which Point he delivereth by declaring 
Firſt, - His comimuning with himſelfe, whar gifrs he had 
ng which were two, 1 Great Wiſ:dome. 2 Great E- 
ate ; <xpiet 
Amplifyed, 1 4 Minore, Greater then anyi before him in Hie- 
alem. 
2, By b\ - DW. of it by his experience,verſ.16. 
Secondly, his making uſe of the bencfit of both theſe 
pit rs,and har by a phtaſc frequent in Scripture, I gave my 
eart to know wiſedome ; to wity t9 know the worth of ir by 
experience and ſearch, op 
" And to know madueſſe and folly, to wit , by experience;thus 
making uſe of his grear eſtate, to know the worth and be- 
nefit of ſenſuall bleſſings, mentioned Chap. 2. v. 1, to 10+ 
whichzto do in way of lecking happinefle thercin, he calleth 
madnefle and folly,verſ.17 & chap 2.v.3. | 
Thirdly, His obſeryarion of the worth of wiſedome, v. 172: 
I perceive chat this allo is yexation of ſpirit. | 
Fourrkly, His reaſon of ſuch his judgement upon obſer- 
yation taken from the forrow accompanying and following 
wiſedome, v.18. | | 
Do. 1. So/omon in his time atrained to prear excellency 
both of outward Eſtarc,and inward wiſdome. 
His Eſtate was great. 
I. In wiſe Princes and Counſellors, 1 Kings 4. 1, to 6, & 
LS; 
2, In proviſion tor his houſhold, 1 King? 4.7.t0 19%; 
3. In multirude and peace of his ſubjects, and in largeneſs 
of Dominion, 1 Kings 4.20,21.24,25, _ 
4 In beaurifull keeping, 1 Kings 4, 22,23, Compare this, 
with that of Nchem, 5.18. ; 
5. In Horſes and Chariots, 1 Kings 4,26,8 c,10.26. 
6. In Magnificent buildings, 1 Kings. 6. & c; 7. 1, 2, &c, 
& c.9.19,18,19, | | 
7. In abundance of wealth, 1 Kings 10.14.21. Which he 
gor. 
r By Sea-yoyages, 1 Kings 9.26,27,28, 
2 By Merchandiſe in Z@gypr, 1 Kings 10.28,29. 
3 By preſents, 1 Kings 10, 25. TW. 
4. 5y Husbandiy : For thoſe Officers chat ſerved his 
| houſhold 
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ond *chap.1. Ferſ.16:19.18 1 - 
houſhold every monerh, were overſcers. of his Heard znd - 
Flocks,and Vineyards; this care he adyiſcrth his ſonne, Prov 
27.23.00 27, 

His wiſedome was grear, 

Firſt, By the meanes of it. 

I From his youth up, by Gods blefling in narure, x King 


* 


2,97 | 
z Prayer, chooſing ic above all bleſlings,1King.3.9. to 12. 
3 Experience, Eccles 1.16. Ser 


Secondly in the effes of ir, 1 King. 432,33. 

Thirdly, in compariſon of all others, 1 Kings 4. 29, 30, 31. 
Fourrhly,In the fame of ir, and the uſc made oof it, 1 Kings 
4.34.,&c.no.to 17, 

Reaſons of theſe fo great bleſkings given him of God. 

I, The ——_ heartednefle of his Farheth 1 Sam. 13,14. 

2., Becauſe he was to be a type of Chriſt, who abounderh 
in all riches, and treaſures of wiſedome and bleflednefie,thar 
of his fulnefſe we might all receive ſupply of all your wants 
John 1.16, A 

Uſe 1. To teach-us the right and ready way £9 attaine 
wealch and wiſedeme, and to procure ir to our Children ; 
which are. - 

1, Upright-hearredneſle, giving up our wills to be 
guided by Gods will : for that is an heart after 
Gods heart, 
2, Prayer for wiſedome above wealth or any other 
outward blefling. 1 Kings 3. 11,12,13, 
3. Juſt and honeſt dealing,wirchour brivery ar par- 
rialicy : Solomons Throne was eſtabliſhed by ju- 
ſtice ; He never wrorſted any. 
4.A wile care reaching to rhe outmoſt corner of all 
, our affaires, - 
5. Bouncifull diſpenſing the talents we receive to 
rhe publique good of other 
* Ve 2. To reach us nor toreſt in inward gifts, or outward 
bleſſings, to preſerve us from falling, bur in humblenetle of 
heart rodepend uponChriſt. Solomon wich all theſe bleflings 
fell fearefully. 9, 

DoF. 2. It is the part ofa wiſe Chriſtian ro conſider 
within himſelf yvbar inward and outward bleſſings hc harh 
received, | 

Solomon communed with his owne heart, . Lo Iam 
021.29 C4 WD come 
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28 CCLESIASTES®' et 
come to great Eſtite, and have gotten more Wiſedome, &c ; 
Fſalm 126.3. ; | 

Reaſon 1, How ſhall we elſe be thankfull ro the Lord for 
the bleſlings we enjoy ? 

Reaſon 2, How thall we elſe employ the talents we have 
received to Gnds beſt adyantage ? f 

Vſe. To reach all men, eſpecially great men, to follow 
So/amons example herein. A Steward that never ſerteth 
downe his Accounts, whar hee hath received of his Lords 
monies, wi'l neyer make a good Account of the expence of 
It, 

Wee muſt nor be ſo brutiſh as the ſwine or other beaſts, 
thar eat whar is given them ;zbut neyer commune with their 
hearrs,what they have receiycd. | 

pX 


Eccleſ. 1.17, 18. 

"DoF, 1. To give a mans heart to knowledge is the way to 
obtain. 

I gave my heart to know, (yc.and I perceived, tc. 

Reaſon 1, From the hearrs dominion or commanding 
power over the whole man ; Ir ſerterh the ſenſes aworke, to 
look abour and liſten ; rhe minde to underſtand ; the 
judgment ro confider' and obſerves; rhe memory to keepe 
up whatſoever might make for the gaining of know- 
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ledge, 
Reaſon 2, The heart ſer ypon a thing will alſo deal with 
God abour ir,and negle& no other means, 


Uſe 1. To teach ſtudenrs to give their hearts ro know- 
ledge ; which is done 1. By eſtceming ir a fingular thing, 2, 
By cleaving ro it with carneftAﬀeRion, 

UV 2, To ftirus up to ſeek the knowledge of that wiſc- 
dom: much more, the beginning whereof is rhe fear of the 
Lord. For if Solomon gave his heart here to the know- 
ledye of that wiſedome which is gotten by: the knowledge 
o' the Creatures, and humane affairs,how much'more ſhould 
we give our hearts tu the knowledge of the Creater, and 
our Redeemer ; whom to know is erernall life « John 17. 3. 
G.ving our hearts tothis,we ſhal obtain even this alſo, Prev. ; 
23.26,&C 2.2.19 5, 

DoF.z.1t is a wiſe mans parrt ſeriouſly ro obſerve and con- 
ficer what good he getteth by his own wiſedome, verſe 17. 
Fo knaw wiſedom?]H 2: menacrh,to know it experimencally, ro 
knovy the warth and benefit of it. Reaſon1, 
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Reſon 1: lriis rhe part of wifedome eo obſerve. 
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therefore it d nor be wanting to obſerye the goodnefie 
of ir ſelfe. The eye can/ ſee cach rhing bur ir ſelfe , bur ir is 
rhe glory of wiſedome ( the eye of the ſoule) to ſee it ſelfe 
with refleCting upon it ſelfe. 

Reqſon 2. Elſe we ſhall rake this talent in vaine, if wee 
doe not conſider what it is good for : orherwiſe we ſhall ci- 
ther undervalue it, or overvalue ir. 

Uſe. To reprove a.common fault in Schollers, who ſeeke 
rogather more and more knowledge, but never, conſider 
what to do with it, or what uſe ro put it ro, or what them- 
{clves are the berrer for ir. All things: bur rhe laſt end, are 
no further good then as they lead to him; He onely is good 
in himſelf and for himſclfe ; We need uut conſider what 
further good we get by him ; To get Him is abundantly 

enough : To looke”ar any The as good in itfelfe, 
wirchour looking further whar it: is good for, is to pur ir in 
the place of God; which is flat Atheiſm, | 

DoZ 3. Togive our ſclyes ro make uſe of our great eſtate 
according ro the nature of it, will give us to know by expe- 
rience madnefle and folly, 

Solomon had obſerved(in verſ 16) that God had given him 
a great Eſtare,and great Wiſedome, In this 17. verſe he gi+ 
yeth his heart ro know the uſe, and benefir, and worth. of 
borh:of wiſedome firſt, and then of his great Eſtare, Now 
inſtead of knowing the uſe and benefir- of his great Eftare, 

e purtteth ir to know madneſle and folly ;- as if the giving 
of his heart to make uſe of ir, were to lay hold on mad. 
nefle and folly, Thus he interprereth himſelfe, ch 2. verſe 2, 
2,3,4,0 11; . £ 

Regſon. To make uſe of our great Eſtare,according to the 
nature of it, is to ule ir,ro ere& great Buildings ; ro 
ou: Vineyards, Orchards, Gardens ; ro provide a maas 

elfe of ſtore of ſervants, coſtly Apparell, rich Furniture, 
Gold and"Silyecr, muſicall Inſtruments,as 'is ſhewn verſe 3. 
to 10,0f chap.2. | 

Now the benefir he. had by che uſe of his grear Eſtare, 

Was Madneſlc and Folly, 
Madneflc is a priyarion of naturall Reaſon, and naturall 
Aﬀe&ion. 
Madneſle (in the Orignall)implyach two things: 
C 3 


nefle cf every thing ( as knowledge obſeryeth truth J) and 
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'1.Afond delight in tejoycing and exalting a mans 
ſelfe ; celfapplateting - 

2. A yaine glotious boaſting ro others, even ſome- 
time with loud clamours and cracking, celebta- 
ring a mans ſclfe, and afﬀfeQing to be celebrared 
of orhers, 

Both theſe are found to atiſe in a mans ſpirit, upon his 
{aire buildings, ſumpruous proviſion, and furniture, and 
atrendance, goodly and plcaſant Gardens, Orchards, &c. 
Dan. 4.309. . 

Folly is a dulnefle,and fondnefle or weaknefle (Stmpor ſen- 
5 in judicando, Again. 2. 2.Q. 46. Art. 2. _) the dullnefſe of 
he underſtanding to judge and diſcerne of things. So is 
it wirh every man employing his geen Eſtate, in theſe rich 
and glorious martersz all find diſcerning and ſavouring 
of heavenly things much dulled: 

Uſe 1. Tocall upon men of great Eſtares to conſider 
what good they get by their great Eſtares, and their em- 
ploymenr of them, If chey iniploy them abour grear buil- 
dings, rich furniture, 8c. as Solomon did, chap 2. verſe 3, 
ro $. then conſider if madnefle and folly be nor their por- 
tion. - 

Uſe 2. If mens callings require the employment of their 
Eftares in ſundry of theſe things, then it behooveii;*kem ec- 
ſpecially co watch over themſclyes ; leſt madneſle and folly 
grow upoh them. 

Uſe 3. To exhort men of great Eſtates to employ them 
not ſo much according to narure, which breedeth. in-the 
owners madnefle and folly;as in liberaliry to che poor, ho- 
ſpiraliry ro ſtrangers -z maintenance of Chutch and Com- 
mon wealth, &c. So may we wiſely lay up a good foanda- 
rion for rime ro come, Luke 16.9. 1 Tim.6,18,19, 

Do. 4. Much wiſedome bringeth with it much priefe, 
forrow, and vexation of ſpirit : and the more wiſedume, the 
more griefe, 

The wiſedome he here ſpeakerh of,is an acquifire wiſdome, 
ro wit,naturall or civill wiſedome,gorren from the obſerve» 
gion bf rhe creatures,or of humaine affaires, 

Reaſon 1. From the means uſed forthe gerring of this 
wiſcdome , Reading and Meditation, which are wearineſſe 
fo rhe fleſh, Eccleſ. 12.12; Srudy heareth the braine, in- 

endeth and ftretcherh rhe minde , as if rhe bedy were 
ſretcheq 
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ſtrerched on the-Rack, ca ſometimes ro the breaking of a 
mans wits, As in wrettng there-is ſtriving, then weati- 
nefle, then deſpaire of overcamming, then giying over , 
rhen raking it up againe : So in Study, againe and a- 


inc. 
nega 2. The curſe of God upon the body of the crea- 
tures cauſerh that no uſe can be Made of them, but wich 
oye {wear to the body, ſome griefe and vexation to the 

irit, 

. Reaſon 3, Envy and Emulation in ethers, which breederh 
a learned man diſturbance,indignation, and yexarion, and 
diſcontentment in our ſelves, that we are ſo much-negle&- 
ed, nor better reſpeted then others of leflc eminency, as We 
concciye. | 

Reaſon g. The more knowledge we atraine, rhe more wee 
ſee our own Iyporence,wÞky adderh much grief, 

Reaſon 5. Much ſtudy drycth up the ſweeteſt moyſture in 
the body, whether blood or marrow ; confumerh rhe cheer- 
full ſpirirs,and ſo breederh moroſity and harſhnefle, which is 
a vexation to a mans ſelfe and others, | 

LC alvin defired the Senate of Genevst? pardon his mo- 
rolity,] | 


Reaſon 6. The vanity of this wiſedome falling ſhort, 6f 
Chriſt and his grace, which is true wiſedome, 1 Cor, 
I. 21. g : 

Uſe 1. To reprove a fooliſh conceit of ignorant people, 
that think Miniſters and Schollars ear the bread »f idlenefle, 
come caſily by rh:ir living. &c: No calling more waſtcth & 
goum him thar is occupicd therein, then theirs doch, 

he loughmans employment is a paſtime to-theirs ; his 1a- 
bour rengrhenerh his body, bat theirs waſterh* body +nd 
ſpirit ; whence it is, the one fo long a rime qurliverh the 0- 
ther, | 
Uſes. To tcach men t> bear the more with Scholjers 
and Wiſe mitns weaknefle and morofiry: they are incident to 
their callings, | 
Uſe 3. To teach wiſe men to ſee, if this be not the fruir cf 
their wiſedome, If yea, then ro ſcekafter thar wiſedome, 
which maketh bleficd, apd adderh no ſorrow with it, Prov, 
3.17. | 


Ecehſ. 
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rn Eccleſ. 2. 1,011. - See; 
Verle 1. Iſaid in mine heart, Goe to now, I will prove thee with 
mirth ; therefore enjoy thy pleaſure * and behold, this alſo is 
vanity. 
Verſe 2, 1 ſaid of laughter, It is mad : and of mirth, What doth 
it ? 
þ= Verſe 16, of the former Chapter, Solomon hath tryed 
what happineſſe mighr be found in his great wiſedome : 
now he proccederh to try what happinefle might be found 
inhis great Eftare, in the pleaſures and profits which ir 
vielderh. | 
Parts \, f x 
r, Solomon encouragerh himſelf, in this Soliloquy,ro enjoy 
leaſyre, werſe 1. fince he cannot find happinefle in wiſe- 
ome,Go to gow, 1 will prove thee, Cc. 
2. He delivereth his judgement of ir, verſe I, 2, It is Vani« 
ty, Madneſſe,Good for thing What doth it : 
3. Hc hath declared by particular induQtion the ſpeciall 
delights he gave himſelfe ro rake pleaſure in, 
I. In his dier, Wine, verſe 3, 
2. In his Buildings,verſe 4. 
3. In Husbandry. : 
3. Planting of Vineyards,and making Gardens, Orchards; 
Poolls of water,verſe 6. 
- 2. Storing of Catrcll, verſe 7. * 
4. Houfe-keeping, 
x. Retinue, verſe 7, 
», Wealth, verſe 3, 
5. Muſick, es 8. 
4, He am lifierh 1s enJoyin of theſe. 
1, By his joynt laying hold of (diverſe) wiſdome, 
verſe 3. 
2. By the end he aymed ar, in all his pleaſure, verſe 3. 
; . & minori, he increaſed in theſe above, all orhers, 
verſe 5 ; 
4. By adding all orher things like theſe I6. 
_ $-, By his ſolacing himſ elfe in nh: gpa; bb his-por- 
FOO, VefeRO. 
'_ $. Herelareth the iſſue hereof or event, which was that 
upon ſuryey he found all ro be Vanity, Vexation, Unprofira-, 
bleneſs,verſe x1, 
DeF. 1, Conference with our ſclyes in way of encourage» 
| | meng 
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payhtn Luke 12.19. Pſalm 43.5; 1 1% 4 
edſon't. Words are as bellows to blow up fervency and 
ſtrengrh of ſpirit, as well in our ſelves asin orher. a; 

Reaſon 2. They preſuppoſe a judgement ſarisfied |in the 
lawfulneſs. and expediency of that we goe abour : our of 
the abundance whereof the mourh ſpeakerh words of en- 
couragement. 

UVſe 1. To teach us to uſe this help ro ſtirup our dall 
hearrs, and to ſtrengrhen our feeble knees ro-any gogd duty, 
Pſalm 27.67, &c. | 

Vſe 2.To'teach us to uſe the like conference with our ſclves 
in way of diſcouragement from fins, The ſame breath rthar 
bloweth up fire, cooleth hor water, Jer. $.6.[ Gen. 39. 9. ] 
Neh.6.11. Pſal.4.4. TRG- 

Ds##. 2. To give up our ſelyes to pleaſure, and laugheer 
to finde happinefle therein , is vanity , madnefle, unprofi- 
tableneſs. | 

Reaſon 1. There is emptineſs in ſuch mirth-: In the midſt 
of ir,the heart is ſad; the end of it is heavineſs, Prov. 14.13 
Iſay 50.11. Eccleſ.7.6. . | | 

Reaſon 2. To frolick it in the midſt of ſo many fins and 

rs, is notthe part of a wiſe man, but of a-mad man ra- 
ther, Dgn.5.7, James 4.9. 

Uſe 1. To reprove the vagity and madneſs of, Epicurean 
gallants, volupruous livers. 

Uſe e. To exhorr'us to believe Solomens experience, who 
= 7 gen it to our hands ; and not to place and ſeck hap- 
pinels in mirth and jolliry, Pſalm 4, 6,7. 


Ecclef. 2+ 3, to 11. 

Verſe 3. 1 ſought in mine heart to give my ſelfe unto wine, 
(yet acquainting mine heart with wiſdome _) and to lay bold 
on folly till I might ſee what was that good for the ſons of men , 
which they ſbould dot under the Heaven all the dayes of theiy 


- 
. 


life. ; 
4.1 made me great works, I byilded me houſes, I planted me 
vineyards. | | 


5. 1 made me Gardens and Orchards, and I planted trees in them '4 
of all kind of fruits, ; 
6. 1 made mee pooles of water , to water therewith the wood that 
bringeth forth trees. , 


9.1 
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5.1 got me ſervants and maidens , and had ſervants - born 


! : dlfo I bad _ and 
finall 0 _ 
8. I gathered me alſo filver and gold, and the peculiar treaſure of 


gels 


from any joy: for my heart rejoy- 
ced in all my labour ; and this was my portion of all my 
labour. 

231. Then Iſfcoked on all the works that my bands had wrought , 
and on the labour that 1 had Iaboured to do : and behold, all was 
wanity and vexation of ſpirit, and there was no profit undey 
the ſun, 


oF.1. Togive up a mans ſelf to ſeek his chief joys and 
ineſs in outward comforts and delights, is to take 
hold of folly. 


Solomon here ſecking to give himſclf ro wine and great 
buildings and plantings, and garhering of wealth and cat- 
rell, as alſo to great retinuc and mufick, ro ſce:rwhar was 
the chief good on the ſansgt men, ſaith here of himſelf, 
ke layd hold es folly, verſ.3. 

Reefon. Theſe ourward delights deeply rated of, do dull 
and ſtupific eur minds ro rhe diſcerning and reliſbing hea- 
yenly and ſpirituall comforts, hnlicdes is folly elſe bur 
Stupor ſenſus in judicendo ? Prov. 20. 1. and 27.7. Hof. 4. 11. 
Gen,27.4, Iſaac his affefting Veniſon perverted his mind and 
will, ro divert the bleflipgs of God, and his own loye from 
his bercer ſonne, ro prophane £ſax. 

Feeding of ſweer 'meats doestake away the taſte of our 
drink : ſs doe -rhele ourward delights fed upon , infatuate 
the foul, to the diſrcliſhing of the water of life. 

Vſe 1.” To ſhew us how-.gnuch more folly ir is, zo give a 
mans ſelfe to ſeek pleaſure in unlawfull C_ in drun- 
kennefſe, whoredame, Cards, Dice, Interludes, 8c. 


If all lawfull fruits taſted on doe not ſatisfie 3 how much 
_ will itſativfic us, or blefie us, ro raſte of the farbidden 
? . 


Uſe 
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even in theſe lawfull pr! ur 

ro ſer our hearts upon tranfirory ſenſuall 

_ bar rifles in compariſon of Spirwuall an 
bleſlings. | 

Uſe 3. To ftirusup ro lay hold of cternal life , rhe fa- 
your of God , the pardon of fin , rhe grace of Gods ſpirir , 
rhe wayes of obedience ro Gods Commandements, This is 
as true wiſdome, as the contrary is folly. ER 

Uſe 4. To watch oyer rang Ft , leſt rhey grow unſa- 
"_ » the more we enjoy eurward ſenfual contenements 
a $, - 

De8. 2, Wiſdome may be held 'with the lar gy 
after delight, in theſe outwatd rhings, bur with mu 
hazzard. | 

os in the end almoſt loft hindfelf m theſe ſenſual de- 
lighrs, 

Reef. 1. [ Qui vadit ter precipitium ; vergit in rainans ] He 
thar es. (1 in the Lens. can A the borders of his 
Chriſtian liberty, will ſoon degenerare , and fall inco ſome 
licemtiouſnefle, 

ol 2. The body pampered with all conrentments, 
kickerh againſt che ſpirir, Deut. 32, 15. 1 C0r.9.37+ A 
Uſe 1. To diſcourage us from making like trial as Solo- 
mon here did, whether mans chicfe good might be found in 
ourward pleaſures' and profits, His wiſdome was much 
kazzarded in ſo doing , yea blemiſhed and Eclipſed ; how 
much leffe ſhall our Iefle wiſdome hold our in ſuch trials ? 

Berrer is it for us totruſt and believe Solomons cxperi- 
ence, therr to try to our coſt and danger as he did. 

Solomon himſelf led himſelf- into temptation by this 
courle : If we will not be warned by his fall , our danger 
will be the more deſperate. : 

DoF. 3. God allowerh us to rejoyce in theſe onrward 
rhings (pleaſures or profits) though not ro ſeek of place our 
happineſle in them, 

Reaſ, 1. It is the portion which God givetha man ofall 
his labour, Text, y. tr, 10. and y.24.26. 

Reaf,2- Ir is a juſt ground , and good help and meanes 
ro ſtir up our ſelyes ro the cheerful and thankful ſervice of 
God, Deut.28.47. 

Reeſ.3. It doth good like a medicine , healing ſome = 
” 4 : y 
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bodily infirmicics, and ſtrengrhaing to cach good dury, and 
olmc in it, Prov.17,22. Neh.8 10. 

Reaſ.4, Hilaritas in Domino eft indicium animi bene f6bi con- 
ſeii , godly cheerfulaeſs is a roken of a good conſcience, 
Prow.15.15. Eb 

Uſe x. Toteach us nor.ro defraud our ſelves of ſuch law- 
ful delighrs, as che Lord alloweth us, in the good things 
wy enjoy ; we ſhall do him and our ſclyes alſo injury in fo 

oing. | 
De#.4. He that ſhall rake a juſt account and ſuryey of 
all the happinefle he gerreth by his wardly profits agd 
pleaſures, thall finde for bis felicity,vanity 3 for tranquillity 
of minde, yexation of ſpirit : for advantage, no profit, 
_ _ Reeſ.1. Of Vanity. _. 

I, God neyer fowed mans happinefle in thoſe outward 
things ; how then ſhall we there reap ir ? | 

2. Gods curſe hath brought vanity upon the whole crea- 
- ya » and all the fruirs of ir, by reaſon of our fin, Rom. 

20, 


o: 6 6 Of vexation of ſpirir. 
I. The delufion of our hopts which we promiſed to our 
ſelves by theſe ourward things, muſt needs vex us; 

2. Thediſtempering of our bodies, bur eſpecially of our 
ſpiriry by cheſe ſenſual delighrs , muſt needs grieve a good 
P 


rift, 

Redf. z.Ofno profic, 

r. For in chem we ſave not our ſouls bur rather loſe them, 
Matth, 6.26. 

Vſe 1. To teach men defticure of theſe rhinggnot to think 
themſclves miſerable for wanr of them ; For they thar have . 
rhem, are nor thereby happy. 

Vſe 2. To reach inen that enjoy theſe rhings, not to pre- 
fume of more good to be found in chem"then there is in 
them; no happineſs can 'be in 'them : ſeek thar in berrer 
rhings ; he that lonherth not for much from the creature , 
fhall never be much deceived» 

If happinefle could be found in outward worldly things, 
how could Gcd be happy withour rhe world , and befare 
the world was made > | 


Eccleſ. 
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11 turned —_—_— WAR cul netſe aheſe and 
12, And I turned my ſelf to behs Siem, efſe and 
folly : for what can the man ds that cometh after the |King ? 
even that which hath. been already done. i 
13. Then I ſaw that wiſdome excelleth folly as far as light excel- * 
leth darkneſſe. 1 | 
14. The wiſe mans eyes are in his head, but the foole walketh 
in darkneſſe ; and 1 my ſelfe perceived alſo that one even 
bapneth to them all. d/4 
15. Then ſaid | in my heart, as it bapneth to the foole, ſo it 
hapneth even to-me : and why was | then more wiſe? then 1 
ſaid in my heart, that this alſs is vanity, . | 
I6. For there is no remembrance of the wiſe more then of the 
o0l for ever , ſeeing that which now is , in the daies to come 
all be forgatten : and how dieth the wiſe man 2 as the 
00]. HP 
I 7. Therefore I bated life , becauſe the work that is wrought 
under the ſun is grievous unto me : for all is vanity and vex- 
ation of ſpirit. 
Olomon having conſidered the vanity of wiſdome and 
folly ſeyerally and in part, now cometh to conſider of 
"them joyntly, in compariſon one with another, whereof he 
rendreth the reaſon, verſ.12, becauſe ngman had berrer ex- 
perience of both of chem, then himſelf. His fingular expe- 
rience, though bur of one many may-ſtand for a generall ob- 
* ſervation, as if ithad been gncns by the experience of all 
men. He that ſhould try thele things after him,ſhould find 
no more in them, then he had done. 
| Now upon comparing of them together,he firſt preferrerh 
wiſdom hore folly, by a cempariſon, | 
1. Of lighr excelling darknefs, werſ. 13. | 
2, Of fightexcelling blindnefle 2 Or of him whoſe eyes 
are in his $9 yy conn him who walketh in darkneſs, 
verj.14, 
ca; He equalierh wiſdame and folly by the eyents 
happening rothe fool and wiſe alike. Whence he fallerh, 
I, Into an .expoſtulation with himf,ſelwhy he ſhould, 
then be more wile, 
2, Into a reſolution or acknowledgment of this yaniry, 
befalling wiſdome and wiſe men, which is to inde 
the like eyenr befalling crhemſetves as fonls, v. 15. 
3. He. expreſſerh in particular what theſe events =” 
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_ Fcoreoraores 
which fall cqually upon'beth ; to wir 
1. Both to be Ae. "A : 
_ 2. Bothtodye v.16, 
The effe& of which in himſelf, he ſhewerh cob? harred 
of his life , ariſing from the ſenſe of rhe \grievouſnefſe of 


this paſlage of Gods worke , rogether with the vanity and | | 


yexation of - gy" which cach thing yeilderh ro him, v.17. 

.. DoA. 1. that will judge wiſely and fully of things 
muſt conſider ofthem , noconly in'themſelves aparr , bur 
joyntly alſo in compariſon one with another. 

Thus wiſe Solomon to giye the more right ſentence of 
n_ and folly , doth not only confider them in their 
own worth and als apart , (which in caſe of placing happi- 
neflc in either of chem, he finderh to be vanity) bur alſo he 


rurneth his heart ro conſider them joyntly , in compariſon 


one with anorher, 

Reaſ.1. It is the nature of a compariſon to yield much 
illuftracion and light co che things compared , which much 
helpeth the judgment to diſcerne of both of rhem arighr. 

Reaſ.2. In comparing our goed things with our betrers , 
x helperh to abate our pride. 


Reaſ.3. In comparing the evils lying upon us, with the 


greater evils lyingzupon others, ir helperh our content- 
ment | 


Uſe r. Toteach us to doe the like in all ſuch things 
whereof we would take a juſt eſtimate : as in conceiving 


_ of our wiſdome, wealth, peverry, liberty, reſtraint, | 
credit, 


diſcredit, husbands, wives, children, friends, neigh- 
. boursz''\&e, comparing them with the eſtates of others 
worſe chen our own , it will make us the berrer contented 
with our own portions Comparing them wirh rhe cſtares of 
orhers berrer then our own, wHl abate our pride. 
Do##.2, Ic is for men of Solomons worth to make Solomons 
compariſons, 
ce knew by Gods own voyce to him, that none ſhould 
ſucceed him in wiſdome and wealth, r Kings 3. 12; 13. and 
therefore he might ſafely compare his own fingular expe- 


rience of the worth of wiſdome and wealch , honour and © 


nn: with the experience of all thar ſhould come after 
m 

Red. x. Unlefſe a man do know his own eminency a- 
boyeall orhers in_ che things whereof ke makerth wy wry 


019 , 
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things ,ſo far as any of rhem might be employed ro any cum» 
forrab t v 4 7 


darknefſe,or in fight above blindn 
x" 
| boldnelle, Fecleſ, 11. 5. Bur darknefle breederh ſadnefſe and 


' Burſenſuall delights leave a man ſad and rimerous. 


his canſe had ; oy Sea! ne rods 
is canle 49 as he it to be 
| 06. rows Agron carned men in the 
reck Tongue,expoſed himſcelfe to juſt diſgrace. 
Goliah defying the whole Hoaſt of | = and yer noc 
knowing the eminency of rhe ftrengrh of fairh, above rhar p 
of Speare and Shield, made himfelfe a ſcorne and a prey. 
Uſe 1. To reprove rhe inſolency of boaſting ſpirirs, com- 
paring and challenging many times their equals ,-if not ber- 
rers,to their own ſhame in the end, Peter prefcrring him- 
ſclfe before all men, fell worſe then any of his fellowes. ; 
Solomon excelling all, yer makerh compariſons bur of equals 
here, verſe 12,and 25, | 
DoF. 3. It is not for any tn hope to finde more benefit by. 
the uſe of wiſedome, Wealrh, Honour, Pleaſure,chen Solomon 
did, yerſe.12, 
By folly, Solomon meanes the enjoying of all ſenſual com- 
forts, (whereof he ſpake, v. 1, to 11,)ſuch as Wealth, Hon- 
our, Pleaſure, | 


Reaſ.4 majore. If he excelled all others in all cheſe 


le, or profitable, or honourable uſe z It is net for his 
inferiours in all or any of theſe, to finde more good by them 
then he had done. | 
Uſe it. Toreach all men to content themfelves with Solo- 
mons / experience, and nor look for more benefit in'theſe 
things then he found. If he ſecking the chicte good in them, 
found them all vaniry and birrernefſe, we in following his 
example,ſhall find no berrer ſucceſle, | 
But the world will not herein believe Solomon, rhough he 
ſhould ariſe from the dead,and report no lefle to them, 
DoF. 4. There is as much difference in wiſedome above 
wealth,and ſuch other ſenſuall delights, as is in light aboye 
Ee, V. 13,14» 
r excellerh darknefle in ſundry points. 
© is comforrable, ftirring up ro cheerfulnefle and 


timerouſneſle, 


So wifdame makerh the face of a inan ro ſhine, Eccleſ.8. 1. 


1, Light manifeſterh things as chey be, Epb.s, 13. Dack- 
nefle hidech chem, | F 3, Lighc 
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o- wiſedome :diſcovereth clearel to'us the-rrue diſcern- 

:; bur naps overwhelmeth men 


b, 
,_- Lighe dweRterh 2 man in his way 3 burdarknefle mif- 
leaderh. $0is it with wiſedome, it ſhewerth a'man his way ; 
volupruouſneſle leadeth afide,, 

4. Light awakenerh us : bur darkneſle lullerh aſleep. 

So doth wiſdome ſtir up a man to his buſinefle, bur volup- 
tuouſnefle lulleth a man aſleep in lazinefle and ſecurity. 

Sight excellerh blindnefſe, as in all the rhings kia 
light excelleth darkneſs(for the light of the body is the eye.) 
So jr theſe rhings:beſides, | 
:1. Sight. is an Ornament to the body : blindnefle a defor- 
ity;By it the body is'( as it were) a living dungeon to the 
for without windowes. 
. \So is wiſedome an Ornament to the ſoul : bur the yolup- 
tuous perſon burieth himſclfe quick in obſcuriry and defor- 
mity,1 Tim, 25. 6. 
2. Sighr can diſcerne light if ic be ſhewed to a man : bur 
blindnefle makerh a man uncapable of ſecing lighr offered. 
- ., So wiſedome_ apprehendeth ccounſell and inſtru&tion;bur 
the yolupruous perſon is uncapable of either, Heſea 4. 11. 
By the voluptuous perſon, I meane a man ſeeking happi- 
nefle in ſenſuall pleaſure, wherher arifing from profit, honour 
eaſe, or paſtime, &c.. 

So Solomon himſclfe underſtandeth himſelfe, for he ſairh 
ro himſelfe ; I will try thee with pleaſure, c, 2. y. r. he 
thereupon ſhewerh what tryal he rook of pleaſure,in grear 
and honourable workes ; vrofitable tre aſure mulicall pa- 
ſtimes, &c, 8 

- Vſe rt, To teach us that men do nor ftreightway condemn 
all ſuch rhings, wherein yet they doe not place happineſle, 
Solomon Ku pots admit happineſlc to be found inWwiledome 
( he meanerth naturall or civill wiſedome ) and yer he ac- 
knowledgerh much excellency,and wor th,and uſe of it; 
_"Oſe >. To ſtir up men to be Ktudieus of gerting wiſdome 
above wealch, profic, plealure. | | 

Uſe 3. To teach wiſt men and -learned, more content- 
ment in knowledge,rhen orher men rake in wealth. 

ÞDeF.s, The ſame cycnts ro dye, and ro be forgorren at- 
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pare for.death,and z 
nor wiſedome | can |. _ 
Def ,& Such as eraploy, Geiaſetves i ig 


nileons | 


and wealth, ' and ©: o:bux etealicomtans to | 
find happineſle therein, ſhall in the end. Kru ye oe 


a aa, and hn: dex eye of heir ; 0 ' Solomon here 
wb o em is life ; in the end commerh.couhis, 
_ I 2 wiſe 2 v. I5. And thierefore [ hated life, v.19 © 
L, - Theſe things noe yiclding happinefle, thawerhuf 

their vanity,and our yanity in ſecking ir in' 
_ ope diſappoynted yexerh the. ſpicic, Provyt z a8 


(4 minor].) 


._ Reaſ>, God inflierh a more [ ciall curſe jj earthly: 
bleſſings, * when they are ſer ro - 


Summun Bom) in hig'” 
ſtekd. God never more powerfully and diſdainefully oyer»' 
throweth Dagon, chen, when he is exalted with rhe ſpoyles 
of his Arke, x Sam. 5.2, 3, 4:0 doth-God then eſpecially 
blaſt wordly comforrs , when. our heatr. is cartiedeaprive 
Queſt. B hecher dd Sahmen melt oe) of his 
ut Whertner Ss Rn. WELL. tO Weary is 
life, for this 6aulſc > r Yo 
Anſw. No+ He ould racherhare hekn weary of his-fin 


FF. in lecking hap pineſle ingeheſe ix 


Life we are not to hace,bur for Ei, Cay 14.26, 

Uſe tr. To weane men from-placi mg ents ( as 
the world generally *doth ) i K chele. out bang 
Cercainl r a$ it was with Solomon,ſo ſhall ic be with all 
They ſhall in the end be weary ob all Gels ings; and of 
chemſelyes alſo. 


Ecclef. 2.18. to 2 


18. Yea I hated all nty labout which T h taken under the Sun 3 
_ 1 ſbould leave it unto the man that ſhall bee afier 


19. C Af ab Lip wakes he hall be a wiſe inian,sr aforÞ? 


\ 


yet ſball bee have rule over al m labour wherein 1 have 
>” Jabired -' 


<& 


1-4 labour wimey: + poorg naes ETOIT III 
21, For there ; whoſ# Corr WIR W1 | in know- 

ld, ond in qu yet to 4 man that hei/F9p labaured there- 

2n,.-foall he, leave it for « portion... This-3s alſo vanity; © and a 

great evill. >a 5:12 Gur Þ 
22, Ror what bath,man of all Dis labaur, and of the vexation of 

. b ix. heattgeberein be hath labogred under the Sun d (| 
23;.. For all his dayes are ſorromes, and his trevell griefe ; 

yed z; bis: heart taketh not reſt in thenight. This is alſo 

vanity. - **; 
lomon in Verſe. 17. told us one-effeR, which the confide- 
ration of the. like event in death co the wiſe and fool 
wrought in him, which was, his hatred of life. 

. In this verſc;he adderh another effet of rhe ſame confide- 
ration; which was,his hatred alſo of all his labour , yerlc 
18, which he farchgt amplifiech firſt by ewo cauſes Thereof 
which; ſhew;: che- like eyenc befalling to rhe wiſe man in 
dearh,as rt» the £601, 'Where, . = , 

The fir is,thar he ſhajl leave behind him all his labour, 
ro'wit,che great works he. hath laboured in, to another thar 
ſhall come after him;herſe 18.. 

The ſecond is, his uncertainty of his ſons diſpoſition,whe- 
ther he will prove a wife man' or a'fool; verſe 19. 

Secendly, by the effe& of the hatred of his labour, verſe 
20.therefora :{ ſairh he ) I went abour ts cauſe my heart to 
deſpair of all the labour &c, which gftet he turther ampli- 
fierh by a double cauſe. 

I, For that he having laboured in Wiſdome and'know- 
ledge,and equity, muſt leave the eſtate he hath fo porters 
ro.2 man that hath raken. no pains for wiſdome, or ——__ 
ledge, or equity, verſe 21, # 

2, For that his labour hath yielded to himſelf nothin 
but ſorrowes, grief, reſtleſneſs, even in the nighr, bers Ze 
22,23, 

De&. 1. - When we labour for worldly comforrs and 
bleſlings (ſuch as wiſdome, wealth, honour, and pleaſure 
be)ro rhe intent to ſeck —_— in them, we ſhall in the 


ehd com: to ſee our labour 1 ious and wea- 
On olt, yea become 6dig1 W 
Far 


" 
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" labour ,for nor yielding him rhar fruit he expeRted > _- 
' "Anſw, NF. For, 1. His labour was commanded of God, 
" ind was therefore Good, Eecleſ, r.13.Gen,3.19. 
| 2, His labour had not beengy vaine, if he had uſed it as 
God commanded ; ſtmdry b ow- diligent labour, 
" Prov.10.4;and 14.23,amd 22.29, 
2@ * never gave labour abour -carthly things thac 
{ bleſſing, as to yield felicity. lt was Solomons faulrto look 
co reap thar fruir from hi$ labour ,- which God never gavc 
_ rx. He ſhould rather have hated the vanity of his own mind 
* which abuſed his labour to a wrong end. But Solomon doth 
: welltorell os plainly, how « fell outwith him upon his la- 
* bour ſo beſtowed, that we may alfo fee what we may expe& 
| inthe like caſe. 
* Uſer. To teach Schollers that labour for narurall or c- 
vill wiſedome,and orhet tieryrhat labour for wealth, or ho- 
nour or pleaſure, not to expe or ſeek greater —— 
- it them then they are able ro yield, If we do, we ſhall finde 
* our labour loſt, yea weariſome ro us in the end, | 
Theſe things 'we may labour for, bur nor as our chicfeft 
bur ro ſome further higher end. If chtfe things be 
> the rop of our hoes and defircs, and the laſt cnd of our la- 
= bonr,we ſhall loſe our labour arid happinefle both. 
FF - Obj. But do not tmany Schollers thac ſeck for no further 
” happinefle then emma, and wiſedome, find good conrent- 
- .menrt therein, free from ſuch hatred of rheir labours > And 
ſa do not many worldlings find the like in rheit wealth, &c. 
and neyer think their labour loſt > 
iy Toe : Burſuch men neyer caſt up their Accounts 
as Soſomon here did,ro ſee wherher they have indeed found 
rrue caufe of contentment, crue happinefp indecd in theſe 
things, If they had or did, doubrlefle they will find no berrer 
iffue,then Solomon had done, verſe 12. 
" Do8. 2. Itis a weariſome and odious thing to ſeek hap- 
pineffe in thoſe things, which we muſt leave behind us, 
As Sofemon was to leaye all choſe great works behind him, 


which he had wroght by his grear wiſedome' and wealthy 
D 3 rogerber 
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ogether with all rhe comforrs-which they afforded hiln- 
x Jim:6.7,8, / © oo :+4 & 

Reaſon 1. From the great need we ſtand in of happineſſe 
when an depatt Rhnee : yea then have we moft —_ of it 3 
if orherwiſe we then we fail of it, we betome erernally miſe« 
rable. | 

Ver. To ſhew the excellency of Godly nitn aboye 0- 
thers; they carry the happinefle with rhem, which others 
leaye behind them, Prov. 1gg26. When a worldly wealthy 
man'harh made his will andTefr all his eſtate ro ſuch and 
ſuch, whar hari he left himſelfe ro carry away with him,bux 
the anguiſh and miſery of @ guilry war + tx ghwr che expe- 
Aarion of worſe ? 05 

Uſe 2, To exhoxt therefore to labour more for godlineſs 
then all earthly blaſings. Ic is indeed preat gaine , which 
will go currant in this world and that which is to come, 
1 Tim 6.6,and 4. 8. Ir is a great gaine that bringerh Gods 
bleſling and no ſorrow with it, Prov.10.22, 

Do# 3. A wile man may have a ſon grownup ro mans 
eftarc,and yer be uncertaine wharhe will prove, when he 
commerh to enjoy his fathers ſiving. 

Solomon was old before he fell to Idolatry, 1 Kings 11.4, 
and {ame years he muft needs ſpend. in building thole | 
Temples to his wives Idols, after which time he wraxe this 
Book, ſo that now he was become yery old, And there- 
fore Rehobo#m could not be young when he wrote ir ; for 
he wrote it not long before his death,and at his death Reho« 
bebam was 41, years old, 1 Kings 14.21, And yet Solomon - * 
notwithſtanding all his wiſedome and deep infight- into rhe * 
nature of all the creatures, and into the manners of men, 
he was not able ro ſay, wherher his ſon would became a will 
man or a foo], Y | 

Reaſon 1.From the government of wiſe Parents over their 
children, which keepeth them in from ſhewing forth their 
own ſpirits ; [Donec ltheri%ks vivendi fit copia Adoleſentulis, 
qui vitam ſcires = [ngenium” noſcerer;dum ates, metws, magiiter 
probibebant *] , i-þ 

Reaſon 2. From the change of ourwaxd eſtate, which of- 
t=nchangerh inward conditions, xzoneres mutant mores. Sixtus 
an bumble crouching Cardina'l, but none ſo reſolure and 
ſtour a Pope > A Cardinal of the Spaniſh FaGion, a Pope 
againſt Spaine, | 
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mining , 1 Kings 12, 14..Jome- 


lyafcer his co ing to.the 


lg ly, 2 Chron, 11. 5, to 12, 23. Ifhe were thus vari- 
' ous after bi came to the Crown » how much more bc- 
- . 


fore? 
Uſe x. To reach yourh' to take notice of their own un- 


naps of ſpirir,thar chey may more ſgek to be eſtabliſhed 


wirtYgrace, < . ; 
Uſe z.To reach Parents as much as may be to ſcaſon their 
children with grace, and to teach them in the Trade of the 


© beſt wayes eſpecially : and then are they moſt likely to tore 


ſce their conſtancy, Prov,22.6. 
Uſe 3, To exkorr Parents, q to train up, their children a- 

boveall graces ro humility : For pride is the onely fin for 

which God is wont to ſtrike with madneſle, Dan. 4.30., 3r, 


- $2, That other cauſe of diſtraQion,rto wit,ſpiriruall auguiſh 


through brokennefle of ſpirir, ( Pſal. 88. 15.) which Heman 
fell into, will not blemiſh repuracion cf wiledome, 1 Kings 
4.31. God is wont to heal ir. 

DoF 4. Iris a wearyſome yanity rending to make a man 
to deſpaire of all his Iabours, a wiſe man and an honeſt man 
to leayc his cſtare eirher to an heire of whoſe wiledome he 
is uncertaine, or to any who hath nor laboured after wiſe- 
dome and oxneny verſe r9, 20, 21; This double yexation 
befcll Solomon ; firſt he'was uncertaineg what. his ſon would 
prove, . wiſe or fapliſh, T5 > | 

2, . He ſawfor the preſent, he took paines neither for 
wiſedome nor equity ( or honeſty ) as kimſelfe had done : 

ea,ir may be he alſo foreſaw whart lofle of his cate mighr 

all his ſon,ten parrs of ir ro fall ro Feroboam ;, a man rbar 

made Iſrael to lin, And yer in Libanus and grher parts of 
iſrael, Solomon had builr much, 1 Kings 9.19.. 

Reaſon 1, For ſo a wiſc man is likely tv be a drudge to a 
_ » an huneſt man ro a wrerch, a painfull man co an 
idle. 

Uſe 1, To weane wiſe men and fo all ment from vojug: 
wouſneſle, that is, from placing cheir happineſle in carchly 
comforts, Orherwiſe'it would never have thus vexced Sols- 
mon to have been uncertaine of his heire. 

For it would haye contented him, and ought fo ro have 


done, | 
». D 3 I To 


, 


£2 a / 'V, Rk ag J/57x <A S - I þ 4% , Ao A 
#6- h - EELBST a7 A $5 d " 
4. To have enjoyed the comfort of his own labour him- 

ſelfe whilefſt he lived, Yſd.u28,2. Me "4 
2, To have employed rhem in his life time, to the gvod 

of orhers. ww, 

3. Tohavgrrained up his heire, with as much good edi 

cagion as he coyld.* | I 

4, To have diſpoſed his eſtate ar his death as wiſely as ho! 
could. . Fo 

s. :To leave doubrful eycnts to God , who diſpoſeth of 
all chings wiſely and juftly. 

Uſe 2. To moderate thens eager purſuits afrer wealth! 
little know we what manner of men we labour for, 

3. To reprove our carnal confidence who thinke to make 
ſure to leave our eſtares in a hand, and there re abide 
from one time to another. A rhing more then Solomon Could 
foreſee or provide for. 

. To mederare our judgements, when we fee mens e- 
ſtates fall into the hands of foolith and prodigal heires, nor 
ſtreight ro think they were ill gorren. Solomon had laboured 
in equity as well as in wiſdome , and got all his-cftare 
honeſtly ; yer ir* was ſcarrered (ten parrs of it) in his ſong © 
dayes in the hangs of a ſtranger, ,-” 

Do#r. 5. Toſeck felicity in wealth and pleaſure,&c. will 
put a man to continual pricte agfl reftleſneflc day and night, 
yerle 22,23.1 Tim.6.10, (225 

Riches and pleaſures are as thornes, not onely to choake ** 
good feed in us, Luke 8.14. but alſoto prick and pierce, our 

elyes with many ſorrowes. Fe 

Reaſen 1. Their mujrirudes are a buzden, Eeclef. 5. x2. As 
many cloarhes on a mans bed, will puthim into a ſwear , 
and nor ſuffer him to fleep; ſo mulcitudes, and abundance 
of wealth. For they carry withrhem many Cares, Feares, 
and Uncerrainties, 


Uſe 1. To weane us from ſecking ſuch rroubleſome com- 
forts, Labour we for riches, ſo as we may have chem with 
Gods blefling, which addeth no ſorrow : Prov. 16.22; 

Uſe 2. To exhort to labour for ſpiritual treafure which 
makes our fleepes ſweet, andour days comfertable , Job 
35. 10. Pſal.77.6, Prov. 15.1s, 


© 
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1 Mt: » be x8. 46/25,” ng jo 
Hen Solomon few Aha ie the Exertife of his wiſdome 
| Ga creaxures , and his empſcyment of Kher the 
creatures unto delight , which he calleth madnefte and 
folly , dtd neither of them'fatisfic his heart, bur beck 
_ them alikeyeild trim yaniry and vexation of ſpirir 3 ir it 
occaſion ro conſider , whether they were not 
them in compariſon equal ;; or what excellency there; was 
in the on® above the ocher. - And this he could as well as 
any, undertake ; becauſe he excelled all men in wiſdome 4 
fn s 4.30, and .Chap.3.12. 
1. A wiſc man hae ſhall —_— rogether wiſdome 
and folly (thar is the exerciſe of wiſdome' abour the know- 
ledge 'of the creatures, aud the employment of 2 grear eftate 
totry what chicfe -good there may be found in creatixe com- 
' forrs) ſhall finde"as much excellency in wildome above 
folly, asf light Above darknefle, in ſight aboyec blindnefle , 
verſe I3.14, 
See rhis openty and applytd in the notes on pag. 42, 43» 
Dor. 2. "the exccllency of wiſdome above folly 
| xe: of gh as rhe excellency of light above darkneſle, bach 


t aboye blindneſſe , yer one event happenerh. 
wife and fooliſh , "which Solomon proverh_ by in- 
ce Boch, 1. Die alike,2. Are forgacten alike ; ver}, 14, 


* Regan. From the conicien of the- creatures , they are 
remporal., -and ſerve ro ſupport a temperal and mortal life : 
_ when his life is Gab we  leaye! them and they leaye 


MW 1, To teach iſe men wi fooles toe, £9 Ht 00/4 
and provide for anefher life, and honourable rem 
afrexgr, by another courſe ; than either wiſdome or wealth. 
Fairh is the onely way, 1, To etcrnal life, Fob 11; 25,26, 
2, Tv honour, Hebr.'1 1,2, 
the like event , defalling ro the 
liſh, ir may. breed in a wiſe man thar 
| ome and labour about creatures and 
, deep diſcontenement, ſadly ro be weary 
both of his wiſdone , and of his life ,-and of all his labour, 
wherein he- exerciſed his wiſdome under rhe Sun 
Verſe 15 Why as 1 then more wiſe >Verf 17.Therefore 1 hates 
life. Verle? enh Tre I hated all my labour, Verſe 20. And I went 


about 
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” I. Fram dfcrrang the cqualicy of the like evene |} du 
ro himſc}fe, as ro the foolith , ro wit, 1, Todye, 2. T an 
forgatren. 2, From the neceſlity of leavinggll, verſ. 18, | al 
3 om the uncertainty of the wiſdame, or foll of ſuch | 
ro whom he ſhall leave ir, verſe 79. in likelyhood ro leave' || it 
all ts ſuch as haye not laboured in wiſedom,know!l .} c: 
equity, as Solomon left all ro Reboboam who was fooliſh;and |} © 
yeake, 1 Kings 12.8. 2 Chron.13,7, Feroboam , who rhaugh' } - 
induſtrious ,1 Kings 11. 28. yer laboured nor in equity, | 
'4 From the portion which a wiſe man reaperh of lh y 


a 
* Jabours, to wit, ſorrow, gricfe, reſtleſſen:fle by night, 
verſe 22. F 
Queſt. Bur was ir well done of Solomon , thus ro be dil- 
contented , and weary of theſe good gifts of God > 3, Hi 
wiſdome, 2. His life, as well as of his Cr, I 

Anſ.' No ; Bur Solomon did well thus to confefle his ewn 
diſtemper , before the Church , ro let them and us all ſee 
whart we ſhall pet by imployment of our wiſdome, and great 
eſtates ro ſeck happineſle in creature-comforrts. 

To exerciſe our wiſdome in the knowledge and ftudy of 
the creatures. To employ them or to teach others ro cmaploy 
them "in Phyſick and Chyrurgery, it woyld neyer have 
made a man weary of it in that courſe. And in like ſort to 
employ our great eſtare in duc ſupportance and refreſhmenr 
of our-ſelyes, education of our families, mainrenance- of 
Church and Commonwealth , ſuccour of poor widdoyes, 
and fatherlefſe (as Job did) would never have made a'man 
weary of his Labour. Bur jo try to ſeek what happineſſe 
might be found in all creature-comforts , that is it which is 
yinity and yexation, and makerh a nygin weary of wiſdome, 
life, labour. As if man ſhould employ his wiſdome ( Art, 
and $kill) in the Secrcrs of nature,and lay out a great eſtate 
ro finde the Philoſophers ſtone, whar ſhal he finde ar le 
bur cauſe ro be weary of his wiſdeme, 1, and labour fo 
ſtowed in ue ? | | 
WY OL rom the curſe of God u iſdome , wealth 

labour beſtowed upon an end which God never ordai- 
ncd them unto. | | | | 

Vſe 1. For a warning re $challers , not to blefſe them- 
ſelyes, in all che wiſdome rhey ger by the ſtudy of the erea- 
ares, qo in all the labour they rake abour thar knoyledgs 

| | "= 1 
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26" | fo as romake. it their end \rv- excel -herein: but” foto fubors 
+ | dinate allro ſome of Pare a rs 3s FIC: gy 
and cheir labqurs, leſt otherwiſe he make them weary of 
all diſconrentmenr? | 
. Uſe 2. Fo reach men of eftares nor rq, blefle rhemſelves 
in their great eftates, nor inall che creature comforts they 
can get by them ; Ir will at length leave them in'deep dit- 
cantentments. =, 

Ve 3. Toteach usſo to uſe our wiſdeme and eftares, ay 
the employnenr thereof, the fruir thereof may;nor dye with 
us , but may be carried along with us, Rev.'14. 13. Then 
it wilt nor pricve us ( as it did Solomon,verſc 18.) ro ltave 
'our labours behinde us. 


, thax wherber ghey prove wiſe or fooliſh, we 
. may have cqmf@rr in our confcionable care of their good , 
n And we faithfully endeavouring their good, ſhall finde God 
e - | ordingrily bleſſing our endeavours ſo far ro rhem,as we ſhall 
r leave all behinde us ro them with comforr, | 


” Ecclef. 2. 24. 25, 26. , 


f | d 
F 24. There is nothing better for a man then that be ſhould eat 

: and drink, end that be-ſhruld make bis foul joy god 

> . 
. 

; 


, —_ This alſo I ſaw, that it was from the 

of G | 

Fs who can eat? or who elſe can haften hereunto more 
tent? «+ 


26. For God giveth to « man that is good in his fight , wiſdome- 


and knowledge , and joy : but to the finner he giveth travel , 
1 gather , and to heap yp ; that he may give to bim that 
Fd good before God. This alſo is vanity and vexation of 
« W is no good in man thar he ſhould cat and drinke , 
| &c. eyenthis I ſaw,thar it was from the hand of God , 
&c, Solomon having ſaid thar man hath no portion our of 
$ his labours, but ,griefe for hig eravel, verſe 22,23.” he here 
F .rendreth a reaſon of it,raken from the cuntinent or efficienr 
'- Cauſe of goodneſle, which he faith is, | 
1, Not man; jr isnort in his power re reach it, or 


ive it, 
'Y - +: Bur Godzwharſoeyer noodle receive, vegſc 14. Wheto- | 


he rendreth a double reaſon. 1 From his@wn expert+ 
enco, verſe 25, himſclfe was as able and ready to ſeck good 
in 
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in che cretzurce as any : and yer he could ger no orher pod * 
our of them, then as ir s ads vr. 284 59 From''Gol 

manner of diſpenſing theſe good things of this life, to wit, 
rhe wiſe & joyful ?, and bertlic of them to the good mam 
the travel abour to heap them up'to the finner ; and | 
char alſo for the good mans uſe verſe 26, which crh that! 
the finding ' of good by all our labours and rravel, is not 
mans hand, bur Gods, Whereupon he addeth rhis uſual 


Epiphonema that This alſo is vaniry , and vexation of ſpirit” 
0.9 05g atm Ye do er of man,” 
So Irranſlate the words in the ſame ſenſe,as the ſame wort 
arc tranſjared, Chap.3,12, 6 "608 
DeF#r.r. To enjoy any good by our labour, yea ſo muck” 
as to cate or drinke with comforr, is not in mans hand, bur _ 
« is the gift of God, Fam.4.13,14,15. Ecdleſ,3.12,13. *_ 
There is a threefold good, which our ſoules nigh enjoy 
by'our labours, 1 The having of the creature, 2 The uſe of 
itz 3 The benefic of rhar uſe. - | 
None of theſe is in the power of our labours to arraine _ 
pnro.1 Nor rhe _—_ of the creature ir ſ{elfe , E It 
Zevit.26.19,20, Dent.8.17,18, 2Nor the uſe of it, E ww. 
our ſclves, which may be incercepted(as the uſe of meat and _ 
drinke)1 By fickneſſe Pſal 109,18. Job. 33,20. 2 By ſadnefle, ; 
. Pſul 42,3. and yg $80.5. 3 By wm; 5 and 
s, I Sam.30,16,27, 1 Kings 7,19,20, Pſdl, 7g 
Cons Eifad.e 6.2.5 By ſ{cruple 
cncc,dF#s ro, 13, 14.0rto others, 3 Nor thee 
uſe,whick is cheerfulneflc and Joy in it, rhe 


Aﬀs 14, 17. | 
rance ; but that is of God roo, Rom 15.91. ; 
Reaſ.1. Since the Fall, rhe which God = into the 
creature; (Gen.1.31.) is accutſed ro us for our tin; ſo thar- 


now labaur and ſorrow , is all our portion from the Crea- | 
rure, Gen.17.19. 2 Goodnefſe reſiding chiefly in God, is ro | 


be found in the creature only þy participation, and char at 
his pleaſure , Matth.19.17. By Alemss 1 goodnefſe is devo- 
ted to the ſecond Adam; to wit, the goodneffe "of the crea- 
nire, Heb.2.6,7,8. Hence from him it 15 derived to us, 

Uſe 1. To reprove, Firſt confidence in our ſclyes, for the 
gerring of this or that good by any means we can uſe, Fam. 4, 
13,14,15, Secondly , acknowledging rhe good we have, ro 


come 


. 


” { 


T 
30,3; | 
of Canſci- 
nefir of the | 
a ch th he yield , Hl, . % 
nouriſhing , why e creature it yie I, 6, 7 
, The benefit of medi. rt others is accep-" 


% 
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. 
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wed ren 
&c., he gif of God Ire wbe 


©, Hoſ.2.8, 9. 
ledge Fm 


op nib ang ir, The'/Hearhens did ſo tg this falſe 
| more we to the rrue > Dan,5.4, We thanke 
flo tor our good cheere ghow much more ſhould we 
thanke God forir > 3, To reach us to look up to God, thae 
we may finde good in his Ordinances eſpecially. For ſpiri- 
wal and eternal good things are leaſt of all in che power of 
the crearure, to give or to receive, 
' Do&#2, Ir is not for any man to look ro finde more tbetic- 
fit by his labours or Þy the creatures, gotren and uſed by him, 
then Solomon did. 


LY 


g-"Þ res os 


4 Reef. -No man knew the crearures berter then he , nor 
F bow co uſe rhem+co berrer purpoſe 2 neirher can any man 
m4" ag ro-pet. bencfir by them more wiſely , or more ſe- 

riou 
Uſe. To teach us to content our ſelves wirh his ri- 


F encc ; if he found no happinefle by all his labours the 
AF creature , if he found norhing by che creature his 1a- 
| _ 4. his travel :no more ſhall we , if we 
- our Nm the creature,or ſeck happineſs j In eghet, 
givech ro rhe godly, '"wiſdome; 

Bt: pf cheeifall ifs of rhe fruits of his fabour, bur ro the 
F wicked labour an# drudgery , for the benefit of the godly'; 
'F-[ verſe 26.] A may; good in Gods light, is here meant r 
F panty » or oppofe here to the ſinner, Job. 27. 13,16, 17, 

| 8 


" KRegfci. Iris the end of Gods D ernoor pony. chart all 
>> . dcnnmnys._r) wicked, ſhould redound to the glory bf 

| cy towards the ele&, Rom,9.22. © The , 
BY havingChrift , have theworld as cheirs , and alf the com» 
YH forrs of it, x Cor.z. 21, 22,23. 3 The godly ufing rhe 
.. creatures and cheir own labours abour them, in their right 
place and kinde-, reap that benefit from chem which any 
ain ield , Matth. 6. 33. They in that way finde 
of God, God, which exemprs from ſorrow, Prov. 10. 

the: creatures for their chiefe 
of char good alſo from rhe'crea- 


rures 
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hood, Fall ſhort of God, an 
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a rhe 2. | | * 

0hbj. Bur doth ir not oft fall our contrary, that the wiek- 

ked haye the world art will; and not ſo the Godly 2 Fob 2x, 5, 

to 13. Pſalm73.3,4,5. and 17.14. 38 

. Anſw:Firſt, It is ſo as Solomen ſpeakerh here with many 

godly ; they enjoy a wiſe and cheerfull uſe of theirls. 

and of the creatures ; and contrarywiſe many wi 


godly- 2, A little che righteous hath, is beerer then grear 
r 


5. Iſaiah; 50. 11. 2 Their proſperity is pernicious ro them, 
Prov.1.32. 3 The grear cſtare of wicked men never r&- 


nother,from one family ro another. 
Uſe. To exhorr to Go 
Gods fight,they+have comfort of their labours; The wi 
mens | $ isalfo for their benefir and comfort, _ 
Do# 4. The diſappoynrment of a mans labour is a vani 


nefle in tfeir labours about the crearutes, verſe 26. 
| Redf. Iris acurſe of God, Levit.26, 16, 


finde Tj in our labqurs; or if we be diſappeynred, 
that alſo wi 
2.6,7. 


Ecclel. 3- I.f09. 


Verle 1. To every thing there is « ſeaſon, and «time ko. every 
purpoſe under the heaven. 


time to pluck up that which planted. 
3, Atimeto kill, and a time Ss time to break downe, and 
« time to build up. 


time 10 dance. Js 
5. A timet9-caf away fiogts, aud a time to-gather Jones 
together:a time to embrace,and a time to refrain from embracing. 
6+ A time to get, and « time to loſe 3 « time to keep, and. time to 
zcefft wg... + p __ 


labour and toyle,and that uncomforrably,for the good of the. | 


ures of many wicked, Pſalm. 37. 16. For, 1. The jay: 
. of Hypocrirs and worldlings is bur for a moment, Job. 20, 


ftcrh rill ir be deyolved into the hands of the Godly : butt: 
is meane while tofſed as a Tennis ball from one hand ts a 
dlyncfle. The Godly are good in: | 


and vexarion of ſpirir, eſpecially to ſuch as ſeck for happi- ©} 


uſe. To ſtir us up the more to godlyneſſe; thereby we "FF 
work our further drawing ncere ro Ged, He, | 


2 A time to be borne, and a time to dye : a time to plant, and @ | 


4. A time toweep,and a time to laugh: a time to mourne, anda 


labours abour them, which otherwiſe hey: | 4, 
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" chap/3.Foſtuag 53. - 
4. A- time t0 Tent, anda time ner arin 6 ry fc ands * 
time to ſpeak, 

t. A time ts love,nd « time to hate a time of w@, and a time 


wy profit hath he that "__ in tha wherein be la- 
 pareth ? : 


O every thing there is a \ dimiered rerme ( or Period) 
anda time toievery will ( or purpoſe ) the hea- 
yen, &c. Solomon having ſhewed La yaniry of all the crea- 
tures rowards the atrainment of fehicity ; and” thar _ 


ly by their own nature, Cap.1.T, ton. Second! 

Fx, cat experience br all which Kone ad 
heh of Fe em, borh in, Firſt, The Fnowle 
them,Chap.1,12,ro 1$. 2. The imployment or yywim mproe- 
ment of them to ſenſuall clights,Chap, 2, he in this Lthiy Clap- 
rer { the former part of oy and-theſe words, ſhewerh 

pal thar'lyerh upon theEſtare and aQions of men, by rhe 
viciſhtude and virhery of them,. and thar by the derermined 


| Appoyntment and limitation of Gods purpoſe and provi- 


dence. 


Parts of the words, Firſt an fAfſertion char alt things 


- under heaven are i ubje& to varicrf and viciflirude of chan- 


ges, andrhar by the dererminiate Ip nement and limira- 
tion of Gud, verſe 1, ro8. 2. A C F&ion or inference of * 
che unproficableneſſe of mens labours in regard thereof 

The Afſertion he firſt delivererh 'in'a generall* Propoſition 

verſe 1. Secondly, He declarertt and proverh.ir, by an in- 

duQion of 28. articulars, verſe. 2,t0 8, In the Afertion, the 

word tranſlated Seaſon , is a ſer or limirted time or a derer- 

minare . period ;, as the' word is uſed for an appoynred ſer 

rime, Exr4 10.14. Neh,10.34, And the meaning'is norte 

ſhew- there is # fit ſcaſon © allewed us of God for allthings 
done.under heaven. For Firſt, Thar is not true : 1f.ir were, 

what is thar to. demonſtrare he yaniry or unpr 

of mens labour abour the creature, ' which is here'the-ſcope 


_ of Solorhon > And when he ſaith, To evety prpore :0r,25 it is 


in Hebrew, to every wil ; he meaneth by a Meronymy, to e- 
very Thing which a man 'willerh, or purpoſerhi, or perfor- 
meth; *In the InduRion, the 28 particulars conſiſt of 14 
paire of gontraries 2' wherein a man changerh from one con- 
wary eſtate or courſe uato another, whereof rhe firſt "ou 
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rary5 and they are eirher, Firſt,privare and domeſticall,ze 
cime, 1 Of anckig 0d polling oy: 2 » Of breaking dowae 
and bui 1 :.3 Ot weeping and aughing +4 Of m 5 


and dancing ; 5 Of caſting away and gathering ſtones ; 6 Of 
embracing and refraining : 7 Of gerting and loſing ;$ 
keeping and caſting away : 9 Of renting and ſewing : 10 
filence and ſpeech : 11 Of love and harred ; Secondly, x 
licicke,3$ 1, of killing and healing ; 2. Of war and cace,. 


"HRW? Eccleſ. 3.1,10 9. 
O08. 1, The times char paſſe over us,bring upon us ma- 
# ny.changes,yca often from one contrary to another, 
Do# 2, To every change that befalleth us, eyen ro ey 
tc and bufineſſe of men under heaven, there is a timell 
mitcd and" determined by God, "OY 
3. This change of mens faces, and the litniration - 
of the rimes thereof, leaycth a man no profit by all his 1a- 
bour towards the artainment of happinetſe ; Bur, for breyity I 
ſake;all theſe may be handled together, 
Do i. As the maine py afirion of the Texc. 
_ Do# 2. AFthe rincipall reaſon of ir. 
. - DoF 3. As the chiefe uſe of both. | 
For , proofe of rhe firſt Do&rine, Pſal, 30.5, 6,7. Lament.” 
1,1,2, and 4,1, 2,7, 8. 1{a,1.21,22. Fobn 21.18, The peo-' 
' ple ſomterimes cry Hoſanna, | Jonierimes Crucifie ; Peret 
ſometimes makerh a glorious confeſſion of Chriſt, ſometimes F 
a groſſe denyall ; Paul Cmetimes as an Angell of God, Gdl. 
4,14. {omerimes an enemy, Gal 4. 16. Nebuchadtexzar ſome- 
rimes flaurifhing in his Palace, ſomerimes grazing among 
whc beaſts, reſtored againe, | eb, ' 
on I, From the dererminare purpoſe of God ts limit” 
mens times and changes, Fob 14.5. and 7. 1 John 7.”30, 
and 8, 20, Luke 13.32, 33, and 22, 53. AGs 13.25, 26. 
Pjalm 3 t. 15. As 17. 26, Dans. 26. Grounds whereof, 
Firſt, Gods ſoveraignty oyer us, and ſo his dominion over 
our times, As 1, 7. The heire, while under age hath his 
_ . Ume limited, Gdl.4.r. Secondly, Gods fai efle co us 
Pſalm.119. 75 Ifour times were in our hands, we would 
neverſcc ilLrtimes ; If in Sarans. hands, he. would . never 
ſufferus to ſee good dayes, Thirdly, Our apracfle to ſertle 
up- 


' for dane 
|, todance, 


1; cy and ee ing So 
dance, 


_ hd. lm. 6 6. i 


= 
frnof thecurte, Gen. 3, Ty: goeait ylp = 
changed to a croſs , yer. the creffe abiderli rg » the 
curſe ro the wicked, I Kings 14.15. 

Uſe 1.-T& weane us from f; a Re, 
afcer happifiefle in any cftare here below, Harb. 6. 19, 20. 
Prov.2 3.5.1 Fobn 2,15, 17; The unſerledneſſe of alPrhings 
here below , demonfirareth their = oa —— ogy _ 
happinefle, Secondly , to keep us from- prefitthing of 
own underraking , and from profefiton of abſolute Tape 
and promiſes, withour ſubjeRiento the wil of Ged, Jam.4. 
13,14, 15. Exkg 12. 19,23. Prov. 27. » 5 To moderare 
our meutning in hatd rimes, and our 1ejoyeings and conſ- 
dences'm good houres, Pſalm $9.9. atid 12 9,3, Mich. 7.7, 
8. Pſalm 30.6,7. 4 To fiir us up te feek and wait for a 
ſerled —_— in heaven, Heb.13.14ig T6 take off the ptea 
. For it is not faid; there is4 awfull time 
PRI time; Herodjas dan ( Salome 

as to eatne halfe '# Kingdom for 
cifmme,, of 


had a timer 


I > obo (if we vimay 
believe Nicephorus ky NOT yy crore 

Y water, and her her beg nlegs Gur © w/o ihe Ice', tidanced a+ 

Y boyerhe Ice. 


We. read Firſt, ofa Religizns darice, Exod, -15. 26. 

, of a civil dance to enrertaine querours 

Indg.1 1. 44,1 Sam.1Q6. Lake 15.25, when the eyes ate 
ſet upon joy./ Bur, nor in mariages, where is mere rettip 
panes luſt.” Tully pro Mutene,) Nemo ſeltet ſobrins nift . 
at, neg ſolinfie neque it convivid ef tmoderato ; 
clpeciallyits in F.E. and chat ney wheat choCtur® 
ches of England are in ſuch diſtreſle, Exeedr.r CEE 


Ecclef; 3. 10, 17." ”, 
<A ax the travel which. Go hath given 19th ſans of 


men, to 


| {6 Lamang | 
11, He bath. made every thing beautiful in his nime ; aſh be 
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| Comes in che former verſes of this Chapter arguerh the 

yanity-thar lycth upon the eſtate and ations of men by 
reaſon of the yiciſlirude and yariery of them, and rhat limi- 
red and determined , by the Appointment of God, And 
from rhence he inferrerth rhe yanity and unprofitablenefle of 
.menslabours. to' ſeck for happineſle -in creature comforts, 
yerlc. 1. w 9. Now therefore, Teſt. men ſhould flcightly 
paflz ever theſc yarierics of changes char paſle oyer them, 
and make.no' profitable uſe vf them (as if they came by for- 
tune or. chapge ,. or Gods negle& of the Soren of the 
world) © rk preacheth to us a tourfeld profitable 
uſe and obſeryarion of them, 

1, That God hath gives this travaile to the ſons of men, 
to exerciſe rhemſclves in obſerving and finding out Gods 
work in them. all, _ 19..As I, Having made every thing 
beautifull in his ſeaſon. >. Having pur the world in the 
kearts of men, verſe 11, - + ©" t 

2, That whatſoever our cftate be , we ſhould not looke 
ro find the chief good ig;them, bur be doing good with them, + 

cake ens 


verſe 12. 13:20 uch. good from rhenfas. they afford , © 
verſe 12, 13. ITE 
3. Thar theſe changes are wholly and unchangeably in 


Gods hands, and aime at a gracipus end , that men ſhould | 
fear before him, verſe 14, _ -. ? 
4: Thac rhere is to be obſerved a ſerled order in this yariety 
of changes, asin the motions of the Heavens, v. 15. | 
Do. To confider and finde out the work of God in all 
the yariety of changes thar by his 4.0 ps.” doc paſlc 0- * 
Ver.us.,. it is a travaile given of ,God to exerciſe the ſorines | 
as wa As in ſearching out the crearures, is was a travail ' 
given of God, Eccleſ x.13. So here to ſcarch our the work 
of God in all changes that befals us, Fſa-1 11,43,4. ; 
Reaſon 1. From the beavty to be. obſerved: in- eyery work 
of God (thar is, in eyery a un befalling us) in irs ſea- 
ſon. To the beauty of the body there concur three FHIngS , 
I, = when ho membtr is defe&ive or ſuperfiu- 


04s conſtitution ; cyery. maime is a blemiſh © Eyery 
ſuperiffity is a defermity. 2. Cuuprpla Partinm , when 
ene parr is preportionable co anorter , and all —_” to | 
cheir- ; 


& 


TS 
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ion. 3. Wwygoke; 
c, good complexi- 
on, So in Gods works about us there 'is r, A- i 
as in the crearures, Iſay 40,26. So-in his government of us, 
Det, 2. 4. Iſqy 5. 4. '2 A Symmetry or- proportion , Firſt 
berweent the Lord:and-his work, 2 Tim. 2. 13, Exth, 20.9. 
. 1422, Secondly berween his former and latter workes, 
| Badges. 6. 13,14. Thirdly berween rhe inftrumenc and the 
work God doth by it [ multum refert Dawuſne loquatur an be- 
rs ] Arrogant cruelry becommerh, Pheraob ; Prophanc blaſ- 
phemy, Rabſbekeb ; Curling, Shimeiz Treaſon, Judas, Iſay. 
32.6,8,Fourrhly berween Gods _—— with us, - and ours 
with him, Pſalm. 18.24,25, 26: The wild-fire of luſt in Sodom 
was puniſhed with wild-fire and brimſtone. So in deſtroy- 
ing the AZgyptians firſt borne, Exodus 4. 22, 23. So.in Nadab 
and Abjhu. So in Adenibexek, Judges 1. 6, 7. 3' Wyxgjie 
well-favourednefle : Ir is a beauty in the countenance, ririt 
Cheerfulneſie, Secondly LightſomEneſſe, Firtt there is a 
cheerfulnefle inGqds works at laſt,G en.45.7,3. James's; 11. 
Heb.12.11. They have a pleaſant countenance, Pſalm 92. 4. 
& 58.10. Secondly, there is a lightſomeneſlc in them giving 
light,and inſtruftion, Pſalm 107.43. 

Reaſan 2. From Gods pugting the world into our hearrs 
verſe. 11-where by the World is meant, Firſt, nor onely the 
creatures, the world of them ; Secondly, bur chiefly the 
world of changes of the creatures, of which Solomon here 
ſpeakerh [hath pur the world into their hearrs} , implyerlh 
that God harh bur inro our hearts, Firſt, ſome defire aud 
delight ro ſearch and find qur the- work of God in all the 
changes thar paſle oyer us. So, putting into the heart, im- 

lyeth defire and delight in a thing'Pſalm 40; 8. - Second- 

y,ability ro doe ir, Fer.31.33. Both together are expreficd 
by thar phraſe, Revel.17.17, - The dof which is fir 
impotency and impoſfibilicy, wirhour this putting the world 
into our hearrs,that _= = ſhould find out the work of God 
from beginning rwthe end, Texr verſe 11. 

Uſe 1. To ſtirus up ro Songs of find our the work of 
God,in every change of eſtare that paſſeth over us : Ir is 
elſe a bruriſhnefle in our ſelves, Pſaim 92. 5,6. It is a diſhon- 
nour to God and to his works, Iſay 5.12, It is an lar _ 
ment of knowledge and fayour from Ged cg con er bis 
works, Pſalm 107. 43, As whena good wo ſecrh a 
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'he is willing to ſhew him all his 
he t 


flike-any of Gods workes, bur to 


64. 9. 


This magnitvi 


falleth is or ours, Jeb I. 20,P, 


us ih theworld)which God hach 
out the counſel! and work of 


ſes, Pſalm 11 9.67.71. 
0bj. Yet, faith one, 


75» 
If Leauld 


his werks and dealings with my 


* me great contentment. 


Anſw, 1. Inevyils obfe 


2. In 


chat. 


Verſe bh. I 


 Ecclef.. 3, 12,13, 
kpow that there ig no good in them, but for « man to 


Tejoyce,and ts de good in bis life. 


cifull in his ſeaſon, Job arg” Wane 
_ every one beaurifull in hi 36.24. Ifay 45.9. 
14 of = work of as ah 
tull ' in his ſeaſon ) will keep us from discontment and 
murmurirg at Gods providence , whatſoever ir be thar 
39. 9. 2 Kings 20, 19, 
may ſceme an uncomely thing re faire and full cluſters 
of (wer Grapes, andxo'tread them and prefle them ina 
winc-preſſe ro leave nothing in them ur bugsks, till in the 
u ſce what ſweer wine is 
keeperh lively and fweer, when clſe rhe Grapes lefe alone / 
would En. b : . Nh eh. 
Vſe3. - To teach us to impreve and imploy that know- 
Jes che world ( rharir, of all che EV thar befall 
inco our heaxts, to find 
therein, It was happi 
to Heſter in her advancement, HeSer 4.14, To Davidzin crol- 


ll our Gods meaning 


and mine, it would give 


preficd our of them, 


rve, Firſt what thou waſt doing 
when  croſfe befell chee, Dan. 4. 30, 31, Secondly; what 
conſcience ſuggeſterh ro thee, Gen 42. 22, Thirdly, the 
pertion of the affliction to thy finne, Jadges. 1.7, F 
caſt all Idols our of rhy heart, and en 
meaning,cthat thou mighteſt kngyy ir 
12, Gol was long in anſwering Johanan and 
ven leng after a Sabbath, becaule rhey ſoughe in hypocriſie, 
Fer. 42.20, , pw Tel oh mER 
chi erve; Firſt rheopportuniries 
edraerars C God avoch into our hands, avcending 
word, Heſter 4. 14. Secondly, the great workes God hath 
in hand, and derive your -Broekes to runne into that Rreame, 
Jer.45.4, 5, NowGod is adyancing a Reformarion,puſug we 


ire of the Lord his 
doe ir, Pſalm 2.5. 9, 
his company, e- 
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takes tf | - 49 : 
gulef +: is the gift of God. 
Know, (tharis, the good of man) is nor in them. 
Irice words containc in them the proficable ob- 
ation which Solamon hark made of rhe variery of the 
changes of our crearure-camforrs and dilcomforts ; and cm- 
abour chem; co wit,thar che good of man is nor ro 
b 4n changes of creature-conditions,and.cmployments 
or labours abour them ; bur to njvy the got of chem , 
and ro doe good with them z which he ampliferh by a 
ovelald Argumensz vr Reaſon. 
of. 2. From his own certaine judgement or experience 
of chem, I know that goad is nor is them, v.12, on 
Regſ. 2. From the .proper cauſc of any good or comforr 
'that a mag can either rake hianfele or give.to athers by the 
creatures,or by his labour abour chem; it is the gift of God; 


verſe Ig. 
6s 7 goon .of man is not tp be founÞ®in the crea- 
rureszbur ir is from che gif of God, to gloc good with them, 
ar to enjoythe good of them, His meaning 1s not that chere 
1s No in the creagure ; for that were contrary to Gem. 
I.3x. Bur chat x. The chief good of man is not in them. 2. 
Thar it is nor in themſelyes to miniſter their own gogd to 
ns withour the gift of God, Job 28. 2,10 12, &c. tothe end 
of the Chap. Eccleſ.2.24. ' 

Reef. x. Fram the end. of all the creatures, and of al 
their changes abour man, and of our Jlabours abour.them 
they are all for us as Wye pow II5.16.GEn 1, 26. e. 
4.19, And therefore our good eannor lyc.in them, but their 
good rather yerh in us. | 

on 2. From our forfeiture of the good chat is in them 
by the Fall, that now the good in which chey were created 
I. Is much impaired, 2, 1s not yielded to us,without a 
renewed gift from God, Gen. 3.17, 48,19. Which curſc is eg- 
creaſed by atuall ſinne, Gen 4. 12. Ijay 7.23, 24. Levit. 26. 
18,19,20, Haggai 1.6. & 2,16,17. 3 Fram the.emprinels of 
our hearts todo any good, or to make any good ule of 
what changes befall us, Hoſ. 14. 8. Join i5. 5.2 C07. 3. 5. 
4 From the Prerogarive of Chriſt,as £2 ccach us to profit, 1{gp 
48.17. God-in Covenant, the bl One of Iſrael, aur . 
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Uſe 1. To ſer belore us the fame of the ſpirit of a chriſtian 
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penitent ſoule; It khowerh,his good is not in the creature,nor 
in any crearare-comfore,nor in any creature-changes, nor in 
creature labours. k 

Uſe 2. T5 look for no more from the creatures rhen is in 
them, and that way wherein we may get ir out of them, 
Chiefe good is not in them ; nor can they yield that good 
wh'ch is in them, dur by the gifr'of God : With the gift of 
God, and by ir, you may cat and drinke, and rejoyce in the 
enjoyment of the good of your labours, and do good to others 
in your live cime by che creatures, Hy, | 
Uſe ;. To moyc men to repentance that, have reſtrained 
the good of the creatures fr53m themſelves, Exod. 22. 224 23, 
24. Jer 5.24325 

Vſe 4. To ſeek and expe the good of any creature, or 
of our labour abourtir, by Prayer and Faith,in the blood of 
Chriſt, Matth. 6.11. 1 Tim. 4.3, 4,5. | 

Uſe 5. To ſtir up ſuch ro thankfulneſſe as both rake good 
and doe good by all rhe-changes that paſſe nyer them - : Ir 
is God that workerhthe power of the will to Wil, and the 

ower of the whole man te Do; and therefore wed are to feare 

fore. him, Phil 2. 12,13, Elſe a wiſe man may a& foole- 
iſhly; and a ſtrong man weakly, in many faire opporru- 
nities, 


Eccleſ.3 . 14. 


Verſe 14. I know that whoſoever God doth, it ſhal! be for ever 
nothing can be put to it,nor any thing taken from it : and God 
doth it that men ſhould fear before him: 
Oherence,ſcz in verſe 16,15. 

AL . Dof, What God himſclfe doth,that raketh place in 
every age, Without any addition to it,or taking ought from 
it by any creature. 6 

The meaning of the words cannot be, that every worke 
of God is everlaſting : For no work of God is ſo,burt the 
Angels and ſoules of men, the higheſt Heavens, and the 

ies alſo of men after the Reſurre&ion. Bur whatſoever 
God dorh,thar ſhall be for ever; t» wit , it ſhall take place 
in every Age, Irisnor ( rowirt fcr the creature ) to adde 

to it, ſr is not to. rake away from it, Pſalm 33. 9, 10, IT, * 

Eph.1.11, Job :3,13,14. Matth.5 .36.,% 6,27. Prov, 9.0 

. an 
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and 24.26, Joba-19.10,11. Some granc a generall "concourſe 
of Gods providence to every thing done by the crearure,ſce- 
ing ke ſuſtanerh all rhings in rheir Life, Motion, Beeing; 
but do nor acknowledge a-ſpeciall concourſe to the prody- 


: cing of cach _—_—_ a&,as inclining ro ir, and detcrmi- 


ning of it,unlefle the a& be ſupernaturall. Bur ſurely, -as 
Gol inclineth and dererminerh rhe will by gifts of grace, 
by motions of rhe ſpirir(exciting atd cnlargeing the heart ) 
and obje&s unto ſpirituall as ; ſodoth he incling na- 
rurall agents to naturall a&s by narurall diſpoſitions ; and 
voluntary Agents to morall and civill aQts by morall and ci- 
vill Diſpoſitions, Motions, ObjeRs, Exod. 12.36. And caſuall 
Agents to caſua]leyencs,by caſuall occurrences. 

| Reoſon 1. From the nature of God; he is the firſt and u- 
niverſall cauſe, Eph.1.11, Rev.1.8. Rom, 11-36. and theres 
fore concurreth to every effet. Adam under God is the 
firſt cauſe of all che ſonnes and daughrers of men, Aﬀs 17, 
26, Bur he is not the cauſe of all rheix aRtions ; for he pro- 
duccrh them voluntary Agents : And therefore what they 
doe by choyce of their owne will, he is no cauſe of thar, 
ſeeing he inclineth nor,nor determinerh their will ro ir, 
ſave onely as he propagateth ro them narurall pravicy; Thus 
he was ou the cauſe of Cain's murder of = wr — is 
more plaine in other parents ; Cauſe cauſe eft cauſa cauſatt , 
holderh in narurall a nor oy . Bur God is the 
firſt cauſe,ner only of all cauſes, bur of all effets : Firſt, 
of good things per ſe, Jam. 1. 17. Hoſ.14.8. Secondly, of c- 
vill chings,by accident or occafion; Aﬀs 4,27,28. 2 Sam.12. 
11,12, . 

Reaſon 2. From the nature and condition of the creatures 
They are all Gods inſtruments, Heb, 1.14. Iſay 10,5.15. and 
44.28, Joe/2. 25, Matth $.8,9. 

0bj x. The creatures may be ſaid to be Gods Inſtruments, 
becauſe he may and doch uſe chem when be will , nor ghar 
he doth alwayes uſe them, 

Anſw, Yes alwaics when they work at all ; The Devyill 
himſelfe, and all his inſtruments, are indeed but Gods in- 
Kruments, So Faich beholderh chem, Job 1 .21, Hence al- 
waics Gods ends ate more fulfilled rhen the ends which the 
inſtrumegrs aymed ar,Gen 45-7,8. with Ch.37.20. 

bj 2, Hoj.8.4. | 

Anſw Its meant, Nor of his proyidence;S:c 1 Kings 12, 24 
Bur, of his Ordinance, E 3 0bj, 
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oo. They help tward deffritictr beyond Godt 4p- 
probation,bur riot gen bis providence, | 
 0bj. 4. What need then of coutifels , Commandemente, 
Kewards,and Puhiſhmenits ? | 

Anſw. As if the wind need hor blew, becauſe 2 wind- 
mill cannot moye bur iff and by che wind. Theſe Coti- 
mandements and counfels;&e. are rhe blafts,by which God 
moyerH us. 

Obj 5. Thus you rake away free-will from che crearure 
not only ir as of ſpiriruall grace , bur even in motall and 
civill a&ions > 

Anſw. No ſuch op : For God vv" a Ok. 
ons, nor by impoſing nete u e will, bur - 
clining it deceit A che = Ag liberty of ir ; cs 
wit, | 

In 4Rioris,by,Firft, infuſing good gifts, Exodus 12 
36, Ce canine by good wrewns.. Thidly, Propoun- 
ding good objeQs. 

2 In evill ations,by, Firſt,eliciting the eyill within, ints 
ratward a& ; Firſt; by Icaving to Satan, and ro eyill ob- 
Jes, John 13.2 Secotidly, by propouriding good objef 
Pſalm 105.24,25. Sec , occiftonitip the choyce of Evi 
(as Adarns fall.)Firſt,making rhe ſubje& murable hd decli- 
nable. Secondly, giving leave to inſtruments to tempt, as 
Satan in the Serpenr, Thirdly,by propounding obje&s:Faire 
Fruit, Good Name; _ | 

ON x Toreach ns to feare before the Lord, Text, P hit. 
2,12,13, Jer,10.5,6,7. Our Saviour calleth us ro feart (im 
that can caff both body and foute into Hell, Luke 12. 4, $+ How 
much xiore to feare him that can caft both body and ſoiile 
into finne, which is worſe then Hell, aid yer hinifeFe mot 
pure and holy info doing,1ſq 6.3.9, 10. | 

Vſe 2. In Gods fear ro acknowledge him in all our ways, 
as thoſe who can do nothing without him, arid who worketh 


80 


” ® 


I 


all our works for its, Proverbs 3. 5, 6. Pſalm 57. 2. Tſay 16.4 
12, 
Uſe 3. To looke bigher then the creatufe in all jhings be- 
ſalling us, which will traine us up to 1 Patience in ls 
2 Contenrment in evills,' Fob r. 21, 2 Sam 26. fo. Palais 
39- 9- 3 Thankfullnefle for that which is good, Gen 33. 
Io, Neb, 2, 8, Ezra 7,27, 4 Fruitfulnefle, or making a 
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uſe of 411 occurrences. cha ccorlil ling 
a ee euro gy ab cal nerd 
7 nent deS—, Pſalm 116. 16, ; rm hy bb cn 
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#itbout God,Marrh 10 
29,30 


Uſe 4. To reach us the yaniry of alt humane endeavours 
agd purpoſcs without God, James 4,13,t0 16; 


Eccleſ 3. I5. 

15. That which bath been, is now : and that which is to be, bath 

already beene, and Gold requireth that which is paf?. | 
Oherence,ſee aboye verſe 10,17, 

Fame m__ a fs the fourth obſervable thing in the 

Gods providence abour che ſonnes of 

>. — ok, ke there is . ſerled order and co in 

that inſtability, as there is in the motions of che Heavens 

and heavenly bodyes. There is great variety *f changes in 

che nmnd yer great conftancy in that yariery;as it was in ont 

;fo-in anor 
Solomon had fuch a like ſpeech before, Eccleſ1, 9,10. bur 
ra he ſpeaks of rhe workes of Creation, or of Nature, as 
Sammer,Antumn, Winrer, &c. bur here he ſpeakerh 
fee e work of providence. 
ha which hath been js now, &c.] Not char rhe ſame in- 
dividual things ſhall returne againe ; for dead men ſhall re- 
rurne no more into this world, hb 7,8, 9, 10, neither doth 
he fpeake of Gods exrraordinary and miraculous ations, 
whether of Iudgement or Mercy, Exed 10, 14, Deva 4. 32. 
i . Toſh 16. 12, 13. 14. 2 Kings 20. 18. nor of the rare and 
ar inventions of men, as of Printing,or Guns. @c, Bur 
he ſpeakerh of the works of Gods providence, in 
diſpoſing of the variable changes of rhe eſtares and affairs of 
the ſons of men : which ch hough they be carried with great 
won ie _ __ with great ſtability and 
rablenefle one to another, 

Dern © I; The —_— wayes and workes of God in difpo- 
ſing of the eftares of the ſons of men, * God bringerh them 
abour 2gaine from 6ne generation to another, 2 Pet, 2, 4.to 
Levy bn 27. Jer 7 12,1 4, Pſeim:48.3.'1 Cor.10, 11.Gods 

ich the ſons of men informer times, arc 

Aeecodene? ef Char he will do in after Ages, 
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.13;8.10,12.28,29. M6. 3. 6. 2 From res yn 
y of Gods works to his word - ; ;every work of - 

fllerh cicher ſome promiſc in the word, or ſome chrearni 

Now the word is ever ſurable to- jr ſclfe, ſo is Geds we 


The examples of Gods dealings in Scriprure would be of no. 


uſe to- us, if they were nor Precedents and parrerns ofrhe 


like ro be performed, in like caſcs,in after times, x Cor 10., 
IT. Rom.11,21, Joſb.1.5, with Heb. 13, 5.' Zamn.s. 11, and: 


verſe 17,18, 


Uſe.1. Againſt Manichees who. thinke one God ro have. 


governcd in the old Teſtament, another in the New, Bur 
the {urable carriage of all things now, as then, arguerh rhe 


ſame hand to rule both then and now, Heb 12. 89g. It is alſo; 


a refuration of fortune ; for fortune is not ſtable, nor keep- 
eth any cerraine or proporrionable courſe, >. To lend 
+ borh comfort and ſtay, and warning | alſe ro Gods peop! 


le,. 
from rhe courſe of Geds [providence to his people © old 
Pſal. 22.4, 5. & 77, 10, 1x. yca from Gods former dealings. 
with our ſelves, Pſalm 77.6. x Sam 17, 34. to 37, warning, 


alſo,Heb 1 2,2$,29. Pſalm 99,6, 8. Bewarc of breaches in 
nerall Cours, 1t will preſage and produce like efte&s, as 
reach of Parlamenrs hath done in England. 3, Tothreat- 


en to wicked men like judgements, which, haye befallen o-, 


rhers; for like ſinnes in former Ages, Ban 5. 18.tq 28, 2 
Pet 2. 4,to 9. Jude 11. Fob 4.9. 4 To teach the children 
of God to perſevere in like conſtancy, and to keep an haly 

| in all their aQtiens and courſes, rhat we may 


Orr 
belike ro our heavenly farher, 


a7 Ecclef, 3.16, 17. 

16. And moreover, I ſaw under the Synne the place of judgment 
that wickedneſe Was there ; and the place of righteouſneſſe, that 

was there. 

19. 1faid in mine heart, God fhall judge the righteous and the 
wicked : foy there is a time there for every purpoſe, and for 
every works, = | 
N the former parr of the Chapter, Saiomon ſhewed the ya- 

 Lnitryof the eſtares of men, by an argument taken from 
the es and-yiciſhrude which the derermigate hand 

and Providence of God did put upon them. In theſe yerſcy 


he obſeryerh and declarech another vanity thax befallerh 


Regſon 3: 'From* Gods: narure which isever. like ic ſelle,,. 


our eftares by the hand aftid-povernmenrt of Magiſtrates: yes 
a vanity that befallerh > 4 Jjudgement-ſcars rhen oy 
The vanity is wickednefle , which is both , Firſt ungodli- 
nefle, 2 Sam. 22.22, Secondly, unrighteouſnelle, Iſai.58,4,9. 
; And leſt this vanir ould caſt ſome blemith u the 
V2 wiſe and juſt providence of God (whereof penitent ſoules 
. are more render) he declarerh his reſolution of that doubt , 
$ what it was in his 'own heart, that God will judge _ 
© {| ouſly, and fo reform all the iniquity of Judgement-ſears ; 
And this he proverh by a principle delivered in v. 1. of this 
<p. raken from. the rime appoinced for every purpoſe and 
eycry work there, _ 17. 
Do@8. x. He that ſhall live in the beſt rimes of che beſt 
Commonwealths, may ſee ſeats of Judgemenrs and Juſtice 
corrupted with: wickednefſe and iniquity, The word wic- 
kedneſſe ſignifierh both , Firſt, Ungodlineſſe, 2 Sam. 22.22. 
Secondly , Unrighreouſnefle or iniquiry , Iſat. 53. 436. Solo- 
mon {peaketh not of Markets, of Tara , or Stews , or 
Mounrtaines of prey (Stand-gare Hole , Shooters Hill, Black 
Heath, Saliſbury F laine, 8c.) hurt of Scars of law and juſtice, 
and thar nor in the reigne of wicked Tyrants, Saul, Abad , 
lezabel, or the like, bur in the times wherein himſelte lived, . 
which were the beft which the beſt Common-wealth, the 
Common-wealth of Iſrael,cver ſaw, even the rimes of David 
and Solgmon,. In Davids cime,2 Sam.19,24,to 30,with 16.4. 
In his rime,and. Solomons, Eccleſ.to,5,6,7.1Kings 11.8,7.8, 
and 12,4. In Aſas time,z Chron,16.20. In Iehoſophats,z Chron. 
18, 1, & 20, 33, to 37. In Vxziahs and Iothans , Iſai.1.21, 
22,23.and 5, 7, and 3, 12, 15. In Hezekiabs, Micah 7,3,4, 
& 3,9, to 12, with Igr.26,18, In lefabs,Zeph.1.1,9, & 3,1.3- 
Regſon x. Acceprance of perſons in the Princes promo- 
ting their kinſmen or friends (though unworthy) ro Judg- 
ment ſcars ; as Samuel promoted his ſons 1 Sam.8.1,3: © 
Reaſon 2, Miſ-informarion and receiving ir without hea- 
ring both parties ſpeak, 2 Sam.16.1,2,3,4, with Chap. 19. 
204 29, 
Reaſon 3. Wicked ſervants of Counſellours about a 
'F Prince, Prov 25.4,5. 1 Kings 12,8, to 11. | 
oF Reaf 4. Selfe ſufficiency , leaning to a mans own wiſ- 
dome, Ioſh x4,15. Prov.3, 5:6,7. 
Reef. 5, Bribes or gifts, 2 Sam, 8, 3, Exod. 23.3, Prov. 


»b,21, 
Uſe 
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x. To reach us net to wortidet ,, if we find ſomerime © | 
the like crrours here in 6ur Courts. We ate to humblg 
our ſelyes for the fins of our Courts, 1g. 59. 14, 15, '16, 
2 Chron 19-10.1t may be every one will not judge it an ini-. 
quity to fenic rhe injury of rwenty pound, at two hundred 
we read of reſtauration two-fold, four-fold, ſeven-fold, but 
neyer one hundred-fold, Bur is it not a wickedneffe 9 
ſuffer ont to paſſe unpuniſhed , and Sodomirical 
hart will become'of rigour withour mercy, is yet 


Rapes ? 
unknown, 
Vſe 2. To reach men of place, Firſt, norro affet ſears of 
"Juſtice; they will nor ſecure them, Secondly ro prevent 


theſe ertors; which is done by, x Gods feare, 2 Chron. 19.6, 
7. 2 Not judging by the hearing of the care,Iſai.11,3,4 ws 
lefſe beth cares be open, 3 RejeQion of gifts, Iſt? 33. 15. | 
"Vſe 3. To refure the Popes GR of Judgemetir 4 
_— th ner ſuch a promiſe of infallibility , as rhe King 
x r0u, 16,10. 
e 4. To moderate mens eagernefle ro ſuits at law. 
je, Why>may I net ſuc for my Right ? 
wa But can you tell rhar you ſhall atraine your right 
ur? 
Uſes. To teach us, Private cenſirers may erre tuch more, 
who have not received like protniſes, | | 
DeE.2. God will finde a time to judge both rhe righteous 
and wicked, with every _ (or will) and every work, 
verſe 17. Net onely ar the Iaft Judgement, Matth, 12, 36, 
x C67.4,5, Eccleſ.12, laſt; bur even in thislife, PrÞv;1 x. 31. 
Pſd,9.4,12,16.&7,1t, to 16,8:76,9,10, Ex0d,22,22,23 244 
Reaſon 1, The glory of God, Pſal.g9,16, and 50,26. 
. 2 The reftraint and chetk of the rage and pride of 


men, Pſal.9.20. 
«3. The groancs and ſighes, and expeRarion of the 
poor allied, Pſal.rz.5. Pſal.g.18. | 
Uſer. To exhorr to watchfulneſſe in Judgemenr-ſcars , 
and againſt all ſecret unrighteouſneſle, Eccleſ.1 2. laſt, 
TH To exhort to quietnefle of ſpirit , when wrong 
Judgement proceedorh, Ecdleſ. 5.8. 


; M7 fn Logef $- 26029, | + f 
28, if » concerning the As 0 
- men, that Grdmicht unifeſt them , Lg ty might 
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* beaſt thar ' wor downward; t 


4s” 


' fot thit they ellemphuer SES 
| Por thit afterh : 
"ek one t beſo an, vhy 


they have all one breath, fo that a than hath id preeminence &- 
bove 8 beſt : for aff & vanity. . 
20, Aﬀ go ite one place , all are of the duſt, atd all nine ts 


27, bs kniweth the ſpirit 6f man that goeth upward, ind the 
of the beaft that goeth downward to the earth. 2, 

22, Wherefore 1 perceive that there is nothing beitef” then that 

4 man ſÞaul2 i j6joyce in bif own workes : for that is bis 

ory for who ſhall bring birt to ſee whit fhall be ofter 


"mn : | 
Oloron having obſerved a vanity that befallerh the - 
I Eſtares of men , Firſt , by the oyeruling providence of 
God, lirtiting all cheir changes ,+ verſe x, ro 14. | Secofidly, 
By rhe hand and government of Courts of Jullice over other 
men, vetſe 16, 19, Leſt this ſhould refle& ary difti6nout 
an the providence of God, whereby he governeth 'all 
things in the world wiſely, xighteouſly , holily : He taketh 
up and giveth himſelfe and others a two-fold ſatigfaftion 
in this peint, from a two-fold mediration. tr. Frotn the 
order which God will take to redrefle all the ifiiquiries 
of Courts of Juſtice, berh in this and in anorhtt wothd, 
verſe 14. 2 From the crid which, God aymeth at in Tea- 
vigor Collrts of Juſtice to ſuch iniquiry , which is double, 
Firft , God doth i to-ery_rhtimz Secondly , He ddth ic to 
ler them fee , They are as beaſts one to another , verſe 18. 
Anid'to corivince them the more of this latter , rhar tnen be 
bur beaſts, he argueth ir not only from their uſage of pne 
ther as beaſts, but from ſundry events common to them 
with beafts ; that which befallerh cha Þns of men, befaller 
the beaſts, to both alike. he argueth , Firſt , for 
their bodies, in chftee psrticulfts: 1, In the likenefſe of 
their deaths; as one dycth, ſo dyerh rhe orher, 2. 16_the 
likeneffe of their breath, rheyhaye all one breath, verſ 19, 
3. In their biirtal aid reſolution. of their bodies ; all curne 
to rhe duſt as they came from it. Secondly , For the ſou! 
or ſpirir of man which goeth upward, and the ſpirit ofthe 
his difference is not known 
or acknowledged , diſcerned , or confidercd by men gene- 
rally, ro wit , cor by naturall men ar all , verſe Wl rom 
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rake ſo little comfort or contentment in, the eſtare or courſe 
of other men , therefore ſo to live as a man may rejoyce in 


his own workes, verſe 22, which he proyerh, Firſt, from the 


, From the impoſlibility ro know what ſhall be after him, 
verſe'22, or from his uncertainty of furure eyents. To ga- 
ther up all the points here delivered into a narrow room, 


all may be comprized in one note of doQrine ; the reaſons ' 


thereof and the uſes rhereof alfo, let us handle them. 
DoE@. r. He thar ſhall ponder in his hearr , and conſider 
the eſtate of the ſons of men, ſhall inde char God would 
have men to ſay, they are as beaſts, verſe 18, 19, Thar 
- which Solomon upon ſcrious pondering in his -hearr the e- 
ſtares of the fons of men, did reſolve and ſay , that God 
doch this or that about them , chat they might ſce rhem- 
ſelves to be as beaſts :rhe ſame another Chriſtian pondering 
the matter in his heart may diſcerne , reſolve ir, and ſay ir, 


Pſal. 49, 12, 20, and 73, 32. Prov. 39.2. morc brutiſh then 


any manzwhich implycrh chat, Firſt,all men are bruriſh; Sc- 
cendly, he 'more then others, When God will cleare ir to 


Peter that he wigs converſe-wirh all ſorrs of men,he ſhewes 


him in a viſion'that God would hays him care of all beaſts, 
Aﬀe 10.,12,13,28. 

Reaſon. x. From the yiolenr, and fraudulent and beaſtly 
oppreſſion of men in authority over the poor people, Prov. 
28.15, Zeph.3, 3. Luke 13. 32. Pſal, 10, 9. Dan. 7, 4, to 7. 
Exek, 21.31. Gen,10,9. 1 Sam, 26.20, 

Reaſon 2. From the like occurrences , or events befalling 
their. ourward man or body in their, Firſt, lives; both alike 
ſubjeR ro hunger, cold, heats, labour, wearineſle, ſickneſle, 

aines, yea mans «Any ſubje& ro theſe then the beaſts. 
econdly , Deaths'Fborh tmgrtal alike; Wherher ; 1. By a 
natural death , 2. By a violMir death, as hanging, drow- 
ning, ſtoning, burning, Nabbing, &c. 3. Burials, Firſt, both 
alike reſolve ro duſt as theygome from it, excepting ſome 
ont priyiledged, as Chit, Henoch,Eliah. Secondly,borh 
ubjeR ro baſe conrempgx, Fer. 2 2.19, un 

Reaſon 3, From mens proſtituting of rheir ſouls ro like or 
worſe conditions then that of the ſouls of. beaſts ; who of 
all the fons of men, in an eſtare of vanity (or nature) conx 
fidereth or knowerh ( that is, acknowledgeth ). che diffe- 


pro iety he hath in thar courſe; it is his portion, Second- - 
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| - ſhall one day be cedvered wi 


3 Cor.1,12, 


of 


Chap.3.Verſ.16, 17. & 


rence of his ſoul which goerh upwards, from the ſoul of the 


beaſt, which gocth downwards > For, men cleave to carch- 
y things to maintaine this life as doe the beaſts: both a- 
like tollo 


w their ſenſual Apperires, Immorrall food and 
rayment of the ſoul is generally negle&ted. The immorral 
ſoul cannot feed upon bodily meats and drinks , nor be (a- 
risfied with filyer or gold , bur with the fayour of God, the 


-blood of Chriſt , rhe gifts of the ſpirit , the Ordinances of 


Ged, communion of Saints, &c. All which are negleQted. 
Uſe 1. To reach us to look art Magiſtrates and Courts of 
Juſtice as ſer up of God for eryal of men, ( as well as for 
other ends.) To try , Firſt, Magiſtrates themſelves [ Magi- 
fratus indicad virum) Place of government tryeth the ſpiric 


' of a man, whether ir be juſt or corrupr, liberal or covetous, 


yaliant or fearful, for God or 'for man. Seeondly ,” Suþ- 
jets. Prov, 2B. 12, for hidden read tried or ſearched, as 
Prov.20.27, Gen,44.12, SubjeRs trycd in their, 1. Faith, 
Heb.11.36. 1 Pet.4:12, 2 Patience, Luke 21.19, 3 Obedi- 
ence, Ads 4.19. Ler Magiſtrates look at their places as 
Furnaces to Wi them, Let people look at Magiſtraces , eſ- 
uſt ones, as ſent of God to try them. 

Uſe 2, To reach all ſelfe debaſement; Magiſtrates when rhey 

prove unjuſt, rule oyer the people as beafts, & all che people 


' naturally live as beaſts thar periſh, labouring for rhe mear 
that periſheth;and (5 for periſhing Raymenr, Honour, Plea- 
ſure and Profit ; ever fince we affeted to become as Gods, 


Gen. 3.5. we fell to be like the beaſts; whence God cloarhed 

our parents fallen wich the ' skins of beafts, Gen. 3.21; Yes, 

our braveſt cloarhing is wich webs of Silk-worms, as 1 Ex- 

prefling whom we are like; BS 25,6. 2 preſaging what we 
, Job 17.14, & 21,26, 

Vſe 3. To ſtiFus up to conſider betrer of our ſouls, and to 
make berrer proviſion for them , leſt we live and dye like 
beaſts, { lob 6,27] | 

Uſe 4. Torefure the Popifh opinion of Limbus patrum , 
which they. place in the earth beneath , 'Belay.' de purgat. 
1,z. c 6.But here we ſee the ſouls of men before Chriſts Re- 
lurreRion went upward. | 

Uſe 5. To teach us ſorto live as we may Wye in-our 
works ; there is little comfort in living like beaſts that pe- 
riſh ; bur there is rcjoycing in a Chriſtjan courſe, [ſai.6.4,5. 
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Morivas , Firſt, Ic is agr portion, Eccles: 224 2xthar | - 

which, r. Maincainerb us with necefaries CONVEeniences, 

and delights for rhe preſenr, Prov.16,8, 2 Makerh wall 
314 

Luk 


orher lofles and crofles, Aﬀs 20.23,24. Pſel.73, 26. 
kerh proviſion for another world , x Tim. 6,17,18,19. 
16.9, and 12,33. ; 
Secondly, uncertainty of future events: it we leave gur 
od workes $0 be done by our laſt Wils and Teftaments, x 
is yacertaine how they may be fulfilled. 


Verſ. 1. $o 1 returned and c2nfidered all the oppreſfons that 
are done under the Sun, and behold the tears of ſuch 
were oppreſſed , and they bad no comforter : and on 

_ fde of therr oppreſſmers there was power , but they bad m 
comforter. | 

2, Wherefore I praiſed the dead which gre already dead , mare * 

| then the living which are yet alive. 

3+ Tea, hetter 1s he then both they , which hath not yet beep, 
who hath nat ſeen the evil work that is done under #he Sun. © 
N this Chaprer Solomon procecderh to declare orber yani- Y 
tics char betal the eſtarcs of the ſons of men in rhis world, | 
over and beſides the yanity which befel them either by the 
uÞ and wiſe govcrament-of Gods providence,or by cheun- |} 
| po adminiſtration of mens  SOYSIRARERT Or judgement ſeats. 

n the eſtates of mengdo arile the vanities here obſerved:frit 

fromche ncgleR of compaſſion to-men oppreſied, verl.x 2,3 

Secondly, from enyy, verſc 4, Thirdly, from idlencflc,verlc | 

5.6. Fourthly , from: coyetguſneflie , verſeg, $. Fi , 

from ſalicarinefle, verſe, 9,to 12+ Sixthly, from wilfulnefle , 

verſe 13, to.16, Soſomop turning his minde from confide- 

ring former vanities , and now conlidering oppreſliong, he 
cth his thoughts ghiefly upon the ſad and pirtiful cſtare 
of men opprefled, ; 
This. eftare is fer forth, Firſt , by their adjuaRt, wagr of | 
comfort or.ſuccour : and they had ne comfarter , twice 56 | 
peared. Secondly, by the contrary ſirength aud tore of 
power in their oppreflors z So great that ſame tranſlate thar 
the oppreficd had no power of eſcaping, from it* amd ;.che 
words may beare ; verſe 1, Thirdly, Byche effe@ | 

which then ir wroughe in himſel&e, ro wir, $0 praiſe, 4. The * 

dead aboye the living, yerſc 2, 2 The unborne above he 

__ other, verſe 3. 
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-- © Dofr. 5; Ic is a vaniry char befallerh che cſtaces of ſen 

under the Sun , that men of -power abuſe ir eo opprefionr”; 
a further vanicy thar men oppreſſed ( nta- 
appreficd , yer) have no comforter : And yer n furrher 

vanity, + that a wiſe man (even a gedly wife man 

ring this, is ſubjeK to waxe weary of bs Life 6 2, 

1,2, 1 Kings 21.7. Pſdl. 58.2, Yea, Aoſts rhe mcekeſt 


Earth, 9 3. 

Reaſon of abuſing che power, Firſt the power of corru 
nature , which will have a time to pur forth irſelfe ro 
utmoſt, - Jer.3, 5. Secondly , Folly and arrogance joyned 
with power, 1 Kings 12.10,11. | 

Reaſon of no comforter, Firſt, NegleR of Gods feare, Iob 
6.14. Secondly, Feare of men, 1 Sam, 23,11,12. Thirdly, 
'The ſtrength of Gods wrath, who when he chaſtenerh, © 
will ſuffer none to help, ob 9.13, & 34, 29. Fſal. $8.18. 
with 38, x1. Fourrhly, -Conrempr of men caft « , fob 
I2.5. Fifchyy, Scnlualiry, Amos 6. 4,5,6. Sixehly, Inhuma- 


J. nity, Luke 10.30,31,32. Seventhly, Scruple of conſcience, 


LL 


F this, Firſt, diſtemper of their minds, Ecejeſ,7.7. 
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chrough difference of Religion, John 4.7,9. Luke 9. 52,53. 
.. Reaſons of wiſe mens wearinefle of life ro behold or feel 


through 
I, Judging of things according to ſenſe , not ac ro 
faith, 2. Doubr of Gods proyidence in tempration. 9. lm- 
patience , £Lukg 21.19. Secondly, Depth andrendornefic 
of compaſion and zcal which makech rhem utrer 
willing to behold the violence of opp | 
Hab 1.2, & v. 12, 13. and Teares of r 
compaſſion, Hebac.1.3, ler.9.1,2. 
Vſe of the abuſe of power to oppreſkon. Firſt, To 
hold the vanity of all eſtares by the fall; power which was 
piven rohelp rhe afflited, is abuſed to cruſh them. Thus 
greater men (as Fiſhes) deyour rhe lefle,'Habgc,t , 19. 1c- 
condly, To warnc men of power to beware of the abuſe, 


of no comfarrer, 1. To reach all men fed, to 
ſeek firſt ro make rheir pcace with God ; for it he be angry, 
the firong helpers faile , lob 9,13. & 34,29. Sceondly, ro 
ſuch as beheld rhe reares of the aftli recaſt our 


uch corruptions and remprations as mighr hinder our 
compaſſion, as theſe before £ n of ; Nepgle&- of - Gads 
fear, Feare of men, Contempe, Senſuality, Inhumaniry, Scry- 
pk of Conſcicnce, Reb.13, $, Gal.s.10. Luke 10.33, af 
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-—,  . wr Pa - 


'þ How I know , when Gold calleth me ro ſu 6; 
+00; 4c” Cy man afflited or epprefled- > "A; 

Anſw. When threg things concurre, 1, His neceſſity, 
Jeb 31.19, & 29,12,17. 2 My ability, Prov.3,27,28, 3 God 
offering opporrunity, Luke 10.33. Gd.6.10. . 

Vſe of the wiſe mans wearyneſle of life ro beheld this, 
Firſt, ro reach godly wiſe. men. to beware of a ſnare in the 
beſt yerrues, It is a gracious and precious vertue, Tender- 
nefle of compaſhon to men of miſery. And yer the behgl- ; 
ding of men in miſery, may breed in the wiſeſt a diſcon- 
rentment and wearinefle of life. Secondly , to reach us.in_ 
ſuch a'caſe rather to live by faith, in ſuffering oppreſſinn 
our ir) Heb. 10.34. or bcholding the afflitions of orherg, 
Eccleſ.5,8. 4 

UVſe of all the three parts of the dotrine; If men of power. 
be apt to abuſe their power to oppreſſion ,, and men oppreſ- 
ſed doe often finde no comforter z and that a wiſe good 
man confkidering this, be ſubje& ro wax wearygpf his life: 
Then ir may teach us to be compaſſionate and ſUiccourtul to ? 
the opprefied. This may heale and preyent rhe two latter F 
vanities, and remoye the firſt, [ob 6. xg, & 19, 21, & 29,25, * 
Luke 10.33.1 Pet.3-8. Rom. 12.15, Pſal,7 2.4. 14 

Motives, Firſt, Gods example, 2 Cor.7.6. Pſal. 146.7, and * 
145, 8, 9. And his example is of neceſſary imitation in ſuch 
caſes, Matth. 18. 33. Prov. 12, 10. Exod. 23. 5. Secondly, | 
Danger upon negleR of it, 1. From God, Exed 22,2223, 
24.Lam.2.13. Ames 6.6,7; Pal. 109. 12, e From canſci-- 
ence, Gen.42, 21, 22. or elſe ſearednefle or hardnefle cons 
red after ſofrneſſe by Gods juſt judgement. 3 From 

, 1 Sam 12, 57, 6. Pſal.52,4. Thirdly , Community of 
. cendirion, Heb.13.3. lob 3.13,14,15. y. 

Application: 1. To the priſoner, to help his conſcienceto 
fighr and ſenſc of his fins, and ſoro repentance. His ſer- 
vant was diſcaſed with the ſcurvey which makerh the body 
weak, and liſtlefle; and when nature is grown weak , the 
retentive faculty is weakned that he hath no hold of his 
excrements. In this caſe, compaſſion would have looked 1 
out heating Medicines, wholſome Diet , warme keeping:z 
what compafſhoen was there in immoderate Whipping 2 Its. '? 
Egyprian cruelty, Exod.s.7,8,14» 2Striking on the heag, 
with a Cudgel, leaving wounds and bruiles. 3. Dier with 


'the Lights of a dead beaſt, 4. Waſhing his ndked body in 


cold 


k: | 2 "-% | oF 
uc3i ; told water, when Ice and Snow 
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ing him over the fire in the ſmoake: 6. Binding him 
and he nor _ able ro firfell on one fide 
cill blood iflued at mouth , noſe, and cares, denyiag him 
a draughr of water; upen thisghe dycth. 
0b5#8. Bur bis intention was not to hurre him, at leaſt 
mortally, bur ro reforme him. 
Anſw. Sundry of theſe aRs are not intended of God for 
reformationgas ſuch diet, waſhing in cold water , wet A 
parre), and then kept from fire, hanging over the fire with 


purring on a cold and wer -_ kept our from fire. 
S. 
on 


: Imoake, bruiſes on the head. 2. Intention to deſtroy is 


no neceflary ingredient x0. murder, As in caſe, Firſt , of 
knocking a {errant when death followerh, Exod. 22. 20,21, 
If one or two violent ſtroaks of correftion on which dearth 


- followeth be Capital , is it not alike Capital to ſhorren life 


by many as of rigour haſtening death by degrees } Se- 
_ of killing a childe in che wombe , -, q 21,22,2 3: 

irdly, Of not keeping up a goring Oxe, Exod.21,29. Iwo 
things be requiſite ro make caſual killing murder, viz, 1. To 
be converſant in re iflicita, whence death fellowerh as the 


- Benjamiries in defiling the Levires Concubine, Fudg. 19.25. 


26. 2 Inrelicita non adbibere debitam diligentiam ad evitan- 
dum mortale periculum : as in theſe three caſes t hence ſuch as 
ive Poculum gmatorium,, whence death followerh , ſumms 
licie afficiuntur. Co. Tom. r.. Parr. 2. Col. 2. page 592, 
Irs done, licet non malo animo, yet malo excmplo. | 

ObjeF#, 2. Moſt of his hard uſage; was before his firſt com- 

ing to priſon, after which he began to recover. 

Anſw. Firſt, It argueth the priſon was berter to him , 
then his Maſters houſe : In priſon he -mended and begagts 
recover; in his Maſters houſe he relapsed , and decayed, Se- 
condly, his diſcaſe was never throughly cuted ; and there- 
fore all his hard uſage before and after impriſonment ; ren- 
ded rv encreaſe his diſeaſe ; and haſten his death, 


Eccleſ. 4. 4: 


| Verf. 4+ Again, 1 confedered all travel 2 atid every right work 5 


that for this « man is envied of his neighbour : this 1s alſo 
. vanity and vexation of irit. | IR 3 
Colomer having ſkewed the vanity that brfalleth the e- 
bo ſtares of the ſons of mien by dppretiesy in v.1;25 6 us 
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Firſt, Idlcnefſc, werſe.5,6. Secondly, Cov 
Thirlly, Soliratineflc, verſ.g, to 13+ Fourthly, W 


verſ13,to 16. 
o&r. Iris a vanity affliQting the ſpirirs of men,thar when 
a mans work is Re and he bach raken paines to doe that 
which is goo 1 and right , yer for all chis he ſhall be cavied 
Reaſon, of envy at good: Firſt, pride of hearr, exceluve _ 
Felf ole? he eavy is che ſadnefle of the heart for the gwod © 
char we ſec in another ; in regard, ſo much glory(or praiſe) 
ſeemerh ro be taken from us ,as is given to him ; Elieb t 
that in David, which was bis own fin, 1 Sem. 17. 28. Hence 
harrcd of our brother,as wiſhing him depriyed of rhe good he 
hath. Sccondly, Propbanc and rebellious infidelity ; For 
either we doc not belicye rhat our brother hath theſe gifts 
iven hitn of God, . (for if we did, ic would mortifie envy , 
hn 3.26,27.) and this is profane infidelity : Orelſc, if 
we bclicvc they were given him of God, ir is rebellious 
infidelity ro againſt Gods _gpetnale, Matth. 20, 15, 
Thirdly, want of union with Chrift, and communion with 
our brerhren ; For if we were unitcd to Chriſt by faith, a 
one. to another by brotherly love, - the glory of Chriſt w 
be a comfort to us, by whomſocyer advanced, Phil. 1,16, 
19. And if we were united in brotherly loye one ro 4 
the honour of ene member would be rhe joy of anerher, 1 
Cor. 12.26, One finger cnvierh not another that wearctha 
Gold ring, as taking ic for an vrnament of the whole hand, 
yea of the whole body. | 
Reqſon, why it is affliflive ; Firſt, To the envious perſon, it: 
rotterh and waſteth the vigour of body and ſpirit, Prov. 
14. 30. Secondly, to rhe perſon. envicd, r. It is a dangerous 
rhreatning lofle of life , as in Abel, Joſeph, David, Daniel, 
Chriſt; Ig is murther, Prov.27.4. 2 It is uncomfortable 
pt to ſee a mans ſelf fo il-beloycd,thac his good ſhould 
NET mans you, PE. ca 
Vje. Toreprove the envious ; ſee how many foule 
ſins are wrapped up in his us ; finnes againſt God , his 
neighhour, and himſclfe, See the Reaſon, 
* tr argueth weaknefic and baſcnells of ſpirits Ruoram fo 
txdinem 
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MAAS ile che grave God,or af Chrif ; the orc 
Ge avlle, r0 a neighbour as grieve at others 
o Bed Fors. parry ;; Love ——_—_ at the eyil 
Snare birenvy grieycrh ar rhe 
—_— this fon : Firft, Faith ro diſcern rewaual 
# 3:27, 


i: Grin _— Love to look at chem as given 
4. t _- uſe, Whar if all che Town were gied Phyſi mg 
S 7 only had flo skil char way 2 The thore ready help it would 
be eo me, What th Deborah did not kill w— Jet? 
yer Deborah rejoycerh in ir gent + Judge? 2 yo _ 
Vſe 2, Toreach men in wel- ; Not 
Les nor encouragement, bur . by _—_ yer her —_ 
by $0 be xr qrs. Com wel-doingz Nor to thinke it ſtrange 
hnde ſuch iſtian cnrtereainment,cven amongſt Chrj- 
tans, 


. Eccleſ. , «95 6. w 
$. The foole foldeth his hands te, «nll eateth bis own fltfh, 
} &. Better is an handful with —_— , then bath the hands ful 
' - With travel andwexatiin of ſpirit. 
having ſhewed che vanity thas befalleth men' 
th Oppreſlion, and Envy, he pivceedeth ts ſhew 
the vanity that befallerh the eftace of nien och h idlexefle; 
where he 'deſctiberh rhe idle _ » Firſt by his Adjun&- 
of folly , the fool. Secondly, By his eeffetion from aQtion, 
and firſt himfelfe ro that ceſſation, A fool folderh 
F his hands cogerher : Thirdly , By the cauſe 'of that his ceſ- 
'F fation or reftinefſe, adeceirful imagination of the hetrer- 
| ment of ati handful with eaſe 4rd quicrneſſe , rlien of buth 
| the hands full with crcavel and yexartion of ſpirit, berſe 6. 
* Do&.1. Anidle peplon by his forbearance of labour ma- 
Tf ker himſchfe berh a fa and 4 beggor of 15 man har with eo 
hotdeth himſelf trom labour, doch borh befool and undoe p, 
Folding of the hands t her, is an aft of an ij 
door flocbful perſon , Firſt, wiktroldia himſelfe from 
: Second , Compoling himſelfe roreft , or ſleep, 
Y Prov 24.30,53, and 6,10; Je is all one, wherher he fold his 
'4 ſingers rogerher, of Fol his amatsrogerh: ; put iis kands 
ar | 2 


nee 
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*5ito his pocket or” boſome, Prov.19,24: All alike expreſſes 
ceflation from lakour with a minde to forbear it. 7% 

Reaſons of befooling himſelf, Firſt, ir is folly ro miſtake 
' Names and narures of things,eſpecially to delude our ſelyes 
; wirh falſe names, To account and call that to be quierneſſe 
"= which is idlenefle,, floathfyulnefle, Nuggiſhnefſe; ro account 
b'S diligent labour, Travel, vexartion of ſpirir. Secondly, Ir is 
"og folly ro rhink an handfull will be gotren with idlenefle, 
whereas nothing will be ſo gotten, Prov. 13.4, and 20, 4, & 
23,21, and 24, 34. Thirdly, It is folly ro thinke an hand- 
ful gorren with eaſe and idleneſſe, is better then both the 
handfuls with diligent labour; whereas a litrle $otren with 
labour is more precious and comfortable, Eccleſ,5. 12. Prov, 
12. 27. Fourthly, Iris folly, yea a fooliſh tempring of God, 
to ſeparare the end from the means; ro expe maintenance 
wichout labour, Gen.3. 17. Prov.10.4, Fifthly, Ir is a like 
folly ro _ che means from the end, God having given 
hands to labour, minde and wit ro employ in ſome honeſt 
calling, for private and publike good ends, which ro neg- 
le is a Nloathfull folly, Matth 25, 26, 6 It isa folly fora © 
man *o prefer his wiſdome and praQice above ethers who - 
excel him, verſe 6. This folly is very incident” co idle per« - 
ſons; Prov.26.16, ' © JA 
| Keaſons of undoing himſclfe , Firſt, By waſting and neg- 
le&ingthe means of his ſubliſtence, Prov. r8.9. Eccleſ, 19. 
18. Prov.20,4. 'No mans eftate is infinite or botromleſle, 
Prov.27.24, to 27, Secondly, By breeding diſeaſes, waſting } 
the body ; Reſt ro the body is af Ruſt ro Mertrall: 3 By / 
corrupting the mind with Wantonneſs , Pride, Folly. E» 
zek. 16. 49. Standing Pools gather mud and venemous' Y 
nmr 4- By waſting a mans Kindred. alſo who are his 
own fl:ſh, 

Uſe 1. To wean us from Idleneſs, as that which maketh 
us oo Fools and Beggars. See all the particulars in the 
Reaſons. 


Ir isa fin again{trhe third Commandment, ar nt A 

$ our Time and Talents in yain. Againſt the fourth Com- 7 

mY mandement, as not- Iabouring :{ix days, and ſo unfieting us 7 

+» for Ret on the ſeventh, Againſt the fifth 'Commande- 

ment, Prov. 10.5. yn the ſixth Commandenient,in the >; 
c 


Tex”. Again& the ſeyenth Commandement. Exek, 16.49." 
Againſt che cghrh Commandemear, Pre. 10.4,'& 19-19. & - 
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a Lone'man ſhoyld pur himſelf ro endleſs and reftleſs 14- 


a Gentlemans life, bur 44 baſe” 
and fooliſh Condition. ... 
e2. To obſerve the deceitfullneſs of Sin : ro cover 


' and colour Idleneſs wirh the name of 'Quiertneſs , bijt La-. 


bour with the name of Travell and Vexarion of ſpiric: 'Sg!t- 
loye maketh us apt ro make a good conſtruction of our own 
ways: The vicinity or ncerhieſs of Verrue and Vice, maketh 
us apt to miſtake and miſ-cal one for anochier, _—_— 

Uſe 3. To reach Parents to train up their Children in'a” 
way of Diligence, If either Parent be idle-, Childrenill 
follow the worſe part, God gave Chriſt a Calling to-be 


| King, Pricſt,and Propher ro his Church:rhe Sngels have all 
"a cal 


alling, Heb, I, 14. Adam in Paradiſe a Gardiner ,, Gen. 

2.15, Cain a Husbandman, Abel a Shepheard, Noah a'Vine- 

drefler, Kings muſt be diligent and provident, Pro.37. 23+ 

to 27, Queens, Huſwifes Pro.31. ' 
Uſe 4. To teach. us ro labour moſt in our chiefeſt work. 2 

Pet. 1,16, Phil.2.12, | ». 1 

Pal 541 . Ecclef. 4-7, 8- 

7. Then I returned, and 1 ſaw vanity under the' Sun. 

$, "There is one alone, and there is not a ſecond , yea he 
bath neither child nor- brother : yet is there ne end of all his 
labour , neither is bis eye ſatisfied with riches, neither ſairh 
he, For whom do I labour and bereave my ſoul of good * This 
1s a/ſa vanity, yea it is « ſore travel, 

T'N the former Verſes next going before, Solomon obſerved 
the vanity that” befallerh the eſtares of rhe foi», of men 


through Idl-neſs. In theſe rwo verſes, heo blerverh as 


pou a Vanity that b:fallerh rhe ſons of men throughrneed- 


_ Jeſs Painfulneſs; ro wit, the Painfulneſs that Covetous 


men put themſelves ro, without 1 Cauſe, 2 End 2 Sa- 
tixfattion, 4 Recreation or refreſhing. gs. Conſideracion, 

Firſt , Withour Cauſe ; he is a Lone man , hath no ſc- 
cond3-no Wife, Child, nor Brother. Secondly , with- 
out End; no end of all his Labour, no term of ir. Thirdly, 


 Withour SarisfaRion ; his eye is not ſarigfed with Riches. 


FOunuly , Withour refreſhing ; he bereaverh his foul of 
good, . Fifthly , withuur Confhiderarion ; he conſlidereth 
not, For "whom do 1 labour , and bereave my ſoul of good > bur 
nat without Vanity and ſore Trayell and Aﬀfli&ion. 

-DeZHF. It is a Vanity.and ſore Travell or Afﬀflition, that - 


bour 


wo 
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nor h 
with himſclf, For whoſe fake he takerh 1 Pains , and 
ſo litrle caſe and comfare, A. - 

A lone man} One that hath no Sceond , that is, ns 
Wife, 2 no Child. 3 No Brother, | 

Tet there is no end of bis labour] No end,no term or celfagis 
on ; for YÞ lignificrh nor an End of Intentien , bur anBud 
of Celtation, | 

Neither is his eye ſatisfied with riches} that is, his defire, re 
vetous deſire, which looketh our of the windows of 
eyes: hence coycrouſnefſe is called the lufts of the I, 
x lob.2.16, the eye being that which, r. Breederth Coye- 
rouſneſs, Ioh.7,21. 2 Isonlyfed by ir, Ecchf.y. it, He 4" 
fraudeth, Firſt, his body of wholſom Dyct , Phyſick , Rev 
creation, Sleep, Eccleſ. 15.12. Secondly , fiis name, of ho- 
nour, Thirdly, his foul, of grace Luke 8.14, _ | 

1 Reaſon, why without Ca. Firſt from rhe juſt hand 

30d upon a man that feekerh not, nor makerh rhe Lore 

for his God and ſ6veraign good, thar he ſhall make the 


creature, Mammon, his God, and fo ſeck ir for himſelf. Ay = 


a godly man labours hard zo enjoy more of God, wherhex 


he have any children or brethren ro leave him to, or av... 


Math. 6, 21, Secondly , from the ambitious end of ſome, 
rhar leaving a great cſtate behind chem, ir may be-ſaid = 
lived nox li ones, or Idle-becs, or Prodigals, or | 


ſhurtlecooks, but knew how to live and thrive in rhe world ky 


Hebac. 2.5, He is a d man, &c. 
2 Reaſon, why hes, end, Firſt; from wanc of GatisfaQion,. 


in Riches, Eccl. 5. 10, Secondly, from wang of antaining 4+. 
mans your place, when he hath actained never ſo 41 


wealrh. A ftone reſterh, and ceaſerh ro tneve, when 


fallen to rhe carth;which is its proper place. Bur a coverous - 


man ceaſeth nog his labour , becauſe his weakh is nor his 
proper place. | 


3 Reglon, why without [eiefaion: Ein, from the infuſhe- : 
cacy, 1. it, rem 
_ | y things, ro ſacizke a ſpirit, 2 of eemporal 


anfirory things , to ſazisfe an eternal and immon 
ſoule. Secondly, rhe unnaturalnefls of his luft ;- It 
is a diſeaſe like the dropfie, which is encreaſed by drinking, 
Yea it is a luft ſer on fire from Hell, Mabeq.2.5- < 


4 Reaſon,why without refreſting. Firſt from the curſe upon 
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from the narure of 


9.20, 
eſt 


leayerhem, Thus, Firſt,chere lierh a yanity upon alf mens 
poor earerh his bread with forrow, becauſe he 
harh ſs licrle , for ſo great an houſhold.. The cich , be- ' 
cauſe he hath not whom to Jaye ir to. Secandly , God 
| beſtowcrh hit gifts ſeverally;ro ſome, children and kindred , 
bur no Riches; ro other Riches, bur ne children or kingred, 
Which firft ſhewerth the emprineſle of Riches, thar can ger 
neicher children on earth, nor farher in heaven, Secondly , 
callerh upon others for more thankfulneſfe,who haye both 
wealth and children, 

Vfe 2. To reach ſuch as haye children , robe more dili- 
ger in their calling , and to be more provident in their 
expences; For Solomon counteth it a vanity aad ſore rravels , 
for men that want children to take ſuch pai z not, for them 
that haye many, 2 Cor.1 2.14. 3 Tim.5.8. Ir is engrafted in 
nature, The old ro provide for the young. The want where- 
of God accounterh want of underſtanding in the Oftrich , 
and cryeley, Job 39.14, to 17, - 

Uſe 3. To teach the wife her due place : the is a fecund , 
not a firſt; the ir not above her husband (for he is her head, 
Epbeſ.5.2 3 4 nor beneath children, or brechren., - 

4. To diflwade. from coyerouſnefſe. Ir rireth our 
and mind with reſtleffe labour and care, It yiclderh 
r ſatisfaQian nor refreſbing, le Rtupificth and beforrerh 


the heart. 

$. For a of coyerouſneſſe ; It ferrerh a man upon 
Cs. Fo bo rote 3 we rather covet wealrh, then cor» 
fider what to do with it. We hereave our ſelycs of many 
uſefull comforts, 
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will not bereave the ſaulc of good, bur feed and refreſh ic- FT 
with the chiefe good, Eſa 55 .2,3. . EM 


4 Y Eccleſ. 4- 9, f0 12, 2 
| 9. Two are better then ene , becauſe they have a good reward of 
their labour. 
Io. For if they fall , the one will lift up bis fellow : but wo 
hep _ is alone when be falleth ; for he hath not «nother te 
im up. 
II. Again, if two lie together , then they have heat: but how 
can one be warm alone ?* | 
12. And if one Jon againſt bim, two ſhall withfland him: 
and a threefold cord is not quickly broken. 
Pon occaſion of ſpeech of the yanity that, befalleth 
# che loneſome eſtate of men by cnverouſnefle, he decla» 
reta another vaniry that befallerh aloneſome eſtate of 
men (though covernuſnefle be wanting) through unprofi- 
rablencſs and helpleſneſs ; and therefore preterrert 
ſociety of rwo, and much more of three before loneſomneſſe.,” 
And thar in all rhe affairs which are incident ro humane 
ife ; which are all of them cicher,firſt, Voluntary : of which, 
ind he purreth- in (as in the reſt) one example for many;' 
as labour; Two. have a better reward for their labour, vgs 
Secondly,Caſual ; if the one fall, the orher ſhall help up his: + 
fellow. Which he amplifeth by rhe woe or miſery that 
may befall a loneſome man in ſuch caſe for want of help © 
pv. 10. Thirdly, narural ; If rwo lic together, then they have 7 
heart ; amplified by deniall of warmth to one alone, v. 11. *}/ 
Fourthly, violent ; If one prevaile againſt him , two ſhalt+.*Þ. 
withſtand : which he amplifierh by a Proverbiall Epiphe* 
nema, A threefold cord is not cafily broken, v.12, *.4 
Dog. Society in all ſorts of humane affaires is berter then * 
Solicarineſs. ">" 
Some conceive, this place ſpoken in praiſe of marriage y' * 
and preferment of it above fingle life ; bur though char have | 
13 not. 


CER . ©».4 
. & . # 
mt > _ : 2 
7 g 
-'Y 
F, 
7 
4 ” 
_— X 
4 
- 


oO vat" nun oy Þ» ©. 9 


as ens war ws. os ot warn 9h 


4 pſace here, marriage being one kind of ſacie! 13 not 
marriage only here meanr. Yea , the Proyerb of retold 
| ty ng. {© firly agree ro that, Polygamy is nt pre- 

ed before Digamy, I njean befare the marriage of rwoy. 
ane man with one woman, | oY 
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_ Þ chiefe abour the Arke, 1 2 Aboliah, E 
.* F The Zgyprians in Fir Niro phicks cxpte 
''F woqprunry of a ſolirary by one milſt - 
grindeth no meale, bur with his fellow is moſt ſervice- 
able to prepare meale; and ſb bread for man, In the bod 
all inſtruments of a&tion are made by paires, as hands, feer, 
eyes, cares, legges, thighs, &c, though bur one head ; It is 
" | becauſe a man hath liberty ro conſulr with many heads in 
| | any buſinefle of importance. Yea, ifthe buſineſle be urgent, 
and require haſt, yer he hath anorher, his 'wife in his owne 
family. . 1a ſpiritual chings, Chriſt ſent forth his Diſciples 
two by two, Luke 10. 1, Paul and Barnabas ſent out together 
by the Holy Ghoſt, Aﬀs 13.2, And when they fell our, Paul 
took Silas, and Barnabas took Marke,  Aﬀs 15.39; 40. Hence 
a Paſtor and a Teacher appoynred ro aſfiſt one another for 
one Congregation, Rom 12, 7, 8. In all durics, rwo ox three 
" have a ſpeciall aſſiſtance, Matth 18.20, | 
Secondly,in Caſuall eyents ; though a man may rravell 
often,and Bed'ng harme, meer with no fall 3*er _—_ 
fallen, may ws Apa ; yer ſomerimey a dangerous fall 
happeneth in which ſociery helperh and ſayerh, Lake 10,30 
- which'is moſt apparent in ſpiricual falls, 2 Sam 12. 1,to 13s 
*. 2 Chron 19.2, In theſe fals which are þodily, men ſooner” 
feele their fals, and the danger of them ; -bur- inſpirituall 
'Þ falls finne is of a venemous nature, and' like ſome poyſans- 
| blindeth rhe eyes, and Rupificth the feeling ; ſo thar here 
 afaithful Chriftian helper is a ſpeciall mercy. 
F Thirdly, in naturaH diſpofitions and- works ; if one 
*=F alone, inold andcold age,or in cold weather, he is with» 
+24 .ourhear, I Kings 1.1, 2. Brands of fire layd together keep 
$2 0 hear; one alone, though never ſo well kindled, goerh our, 
2K. 1n ſpiricuall marters much more, Compare 2 Cor 'r. 12,19. 
with Ats 18,5, Sce all 2 Chron 24.2,17, 18. & 26.5.16. 
* - Fourthly; In violenc affaulrs, one much helperh his fol-' 
low,z Sam 10.9.to 12,In ſpiritual aflaults it is the like caſe, 
Eve alone yielded rothe rempter, who 'if ſhee had _e 
hd der busband,and conſulted with him, might have 
ted the tempration,and kept her innoceney. ** © | 
Reafon's, From che Lords appoyntment of mankind to live 
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- InSocierjes,firſt, of Fanily, Gen 2.18.-Pfal 68.6; Second 
On, Epheſ 19.00. ThindlsCrompmanatth, hi 
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d.. From! the 5 to Ka |* 
F< o and to the rar that one de OP 
efokdthey and aikes wie (For dnatkier, 4 Cor 12. 8, tor, 


Year is ſoin civill gite; No man i cilled in all ccupa-- 


jr hs ; 3. From the ſubordination of ſome gifts r& 's 
icklayer to = —_— &> maker of morrer tq both. 
er one 


nec lo idle lence work, and get a better” 


KC I. To refute the Popiſh Anchorires and He 
ſolicary life a ſtare of perfeRiony bur Selomon Fanapye tr | 
it a woful cftatc. | 
2. To refure ſuch as love to be alone in all ther. 
ls and proecedings, and arc not willing to communi, 
cos wh hs The. * oride of heart makerh a man of & 
ſavage nature, Wild loye to go alone, bur rame by 
flocks and heards, And to teach men to affe@ ſociery in 
rheir affairs. Solomon, though full of wiſcdome, yer hak'® 
Colledge of wiſc C lors, 1 Kings 12.6. | 


Uſe 3, To perſwade alſo ſcafonably to marriage, yea 
SA it before ſingle life, Gen 2, 18, Adam [" 
of a Fg jerry incentinency, . yet =F 


To teach men in Socicryes eo doe one cacti 
te. Elſe Solomens diſcourſe fallerh : New ON 
cempany doth anc anorher much hurt. 


Eccleſ. 4.13 to 16» 


I3-- Better is @ poor and « wiſe child, then ld nd « ffs | 
will no mare be 5 
r. Tivcine pine a __ 7 Fs alſo be that * 


*s OE TE th under the Sun, ich 1 
Fn ena ol the beye ith. | 
: 7a that come ofter be not yrjoyce in bin; Ke 

pro int and vexation of ſpirit» 


IN heſe words, Solomon declarerh the vanity and 
iſpirir thax befallerh upon Kings and Princes 
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ple, v. 15, C. 
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Governaurs. Scce 


, That' the 


th from the lack and IT 
| thathe aggravarech by an 

ear eftare of & wiſe child Cn hee. 
old, and fo for 4 ax yep; 


highet'cſtars iq foray 
And w_ he' proverh 'þy the efe&1 of both rheir eſtares 
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pes 
6f the young Privek ther 7 Call come after the old Ki 


commeth, 
0 cerneck 
thcon new 


will wax weary 
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they have rryed hie gevernment; v 16. yrogneeSooern - 
proverh by his own obſervation edt oi 
| all Nations under the Sun, and « IND 
F End GU yt and up in 
| aud yeration of ſpirit thir 
a FENG 
=_ partly h fig Le 
threugh their own folly & will- 


hood is deſpicable In any, Beret: 11, 


is berrer chen he z yea 
4 cive, .a Priſoner, For ſuch a pt 
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fulneſle, Firſt, from the prefermeng of a wiſe cbild in his 
worſt cſtate aboye ſuch a Prince in his beſt eftare, 'Child- 


19, 1 Tim4.t2. much 


*Þ more in Porercy, Zecte 9. 26. Old Age is banonrible Ih 
T oh ry: Ad; pools and wall wife Child 
2 
the Erin 


&, Yer when 


were ;C 
Child or Y. x. 


4 out of PE ib co Lada as” > 6 $t. 14. 40. 

J rho 1 Sattaiel 18. : an old 

= - may by folly and wilt poor, '23 Pha- 
Bard bo. 7. Saul ; Saw of, 7, rs. Prod, 
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ſoners 
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ſoners, ry a. 33. 11, and 36, 4.. and a Kings 23-33, 
24, 19. & Ne occatighn 5, cam lighe 
ro honour the humble, and. cruſh the proves Pet 5.5. 
40,11,12... 2 Pride is the root of Wilfulneſle, F-.-# 
Reeſon,of their V auity through the Levity of the » From 
their a & to waxe weary of any Prince or erndur, 
1 Sem 8.7..2 Sam 1g.12,13. 1 Kings 1.11. And this ſprings 
eth from want of attainment -of their ends in their | 
ſtrates. There js no.end of all the people, v 16., By 
thing reſtcrh in the atrainment of his End. The End of Me 
iſtracy is ſer down, .1 Tim.22. This the people not attegs * 
arraining,they cannor'reſt. Hence they are comp,” 
red to waycs of the Seca, never ſtill ; ſomerimes full Seag 
ſomerimes Low water, Fſdl 65.7. Rev 17.15. 1ja 57.20... 
i To teach usthat Royall ſtare-ig no SanRuary nat 
Preſervarive from folly. and wilullneſle. 'Nor only wicked 
kings, bur all, have had their pangs and ftrcins of folly; 
Davids Numbring the people, 2 Sam 24, 10:Adulcery and 
Murder. . Selomons loye of Wives, and Toleration 
ea countenance of Idolatry, Aſa, his League with Ben- 
Impriſoamenr.of na br ad and Truſt in Phyfi-. 
9bat, his affinity wich Abb and Le 
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cians. 
with aca Hexekich, ſhewing his treaſures to.the 
Embaſladors of Babell;- Foffah his War againſt P harab-Ne- 
cho, Yea wilfullnefle found not onely in Pharaoh, Exods., 
1,2, in Saul, 1 Sam 20,30, to 33. in am, 1 Kings 

3. in Jebu, 2 Kings 10, 29, 31, but ſometimes in good Þ - 
ings ; in David,  » Sam 24 .z, to'4. in Aſc, 1 Chron, 46, | 


9z L9, CE 
Cauſes hereof, Firſt Gods hand, Fſal 107. 40, Seco 
Iy, Satan, 1 Chron 21. 1, Thirdly, Great places breed- 
at Spirirs; whence ; Pride ſpringeth thar leavenerh and” 
degerh the whole lump, Fer 22.21, Fourrhly, -Old 
is froward and ſtiff, Fifchiy,, \. Flarrerers abourPrinces 
them into ill wayes for. cheir own Ends ; and Rtiffen themin _ Þ 
them, Hoſ. 7.3.5." Amy 7.10.to 13 1 Kings 12.10,t1. 7 
A Warning; -Firſtg. To Princes, to. pray for a wiſe and 
learning hearr, I- Kings 3: 9. Secondly, fo people,ro firive - 
with God for their Princes, Pſal 72.1.2, # 
Vſe.2 To refuſe Admonition, is a great folly even in a 
Princg, even in an Old Prince, r Kings 12.6, 7. 13, 2 Chit. _ 
I6, -D 10, - More hope of a fool chen of hv 3 i; - h 
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ÞF. ... fools vaxce is knowny. 


| in meauer or 


y te. 7 i 1 Crt: 
3. To Ledtle he the excellency of Wiſedome, which 
Childhood and Poyerty cannot bur 
i e topreferment : And the ' baſeneſle of folly and 
e,which Nobility and Age cannot honour, 
4, To teach Parents to traine up their Children wo 
Wiſcdome,and therefore to Learning 'and Gedlinefſe: ; and 
withall ro break them of their wilfulinefle thar ſo they may | 
be fir for preferment in the eyes of God and Men. 

Uſe 5; To reprove the Inconſtancy of People and the 
| _ e thereof, their negleU of the right end of Magiſtracy, 
I 11M,2.2. 

Uſe 6. To weane grear men from Popularity : the Peoples 
favour is unſtable, Fob 5.35. Matth ty ya wich 27. 22, 23, 


Eccleſ: 5. 1, 53-* ©+%.3: 4 
Verſe. 1. Keep thy foot when thou geeff ro the Houſe of God, and 
be more ready to hear than to give the ſacrifice of fools : for 
they confider not that they do evill, 


— 


F . 2: Be not raſb with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be bafiy to 


IN Gay: ny OE 
| R—_— there nt "_ _ 
3. For a dream commeth through the nultitude of buſineſſe 4 
| mf erent 3 


*TN this Chapter Solomon declarerh the vaniry,found, Firſt 
..,Ain the performance of Gods worſhip, v.5,to 9. Secondly, 
- "In marvelling and murmuring at oppreſſions in men of 
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freta multicude of words, awp 
dreain cow ming froon Re fy ths compa = 
may Ry be opened, in opening the DoArine Which 

from them 


De, When we cou into the preſence of God in 
Aſſemblics,ir is for us to rake heed to our waics,that' ive tway .. 
draw nigh whearezand be ſerious and ſhort in ſpeech before 
atie Lord: 

To take her th our is by a Metonymie, To take berd 16g. 
weier,as ond; toy eu 39. $6 Which im os _ 
of our is our ſteps)bcfore holy dur 1 
_ Pſal 266. i>.obe 13.10, Fam 4.8, Secondly 4icenriod 
re the performance of holy durics in an holy manner,Exod 3, 

5. Joſh 5-1 5.15. Levit 10.3. 

It) = is better rranſlatcd, os vw; 

_ abr a Which drawing thing toes Ood fr 

atm bark t rom, fr. 
alice 2d p 4:8, 
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— warn 261 16.345 we are fat off, A 
$9;728; "Renk po. Tha Thudly,Mingling ir with fail, 
x __ Applicatien to our ſolves, Rom 16, 


3.1 Exam be folly fallacies (of all rhe puts 
eb tc if arcenriori ro the werd be neglofted. 3 


jeity 
10.19, Meth 6,7. His 
our wines when we pray, A 6. 32. 
moved with words, bur fpirit and ti 
'» his own words, when he | 
lohn 6. 64+ And therefore we mult tx bead * 
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known-] 
Uſe 1, To teach us how we are ro eſteem Aﬀem- 
bliess the che heap of On. In old time, ſo was he 
abernacle and Temp le, r Kings 9.v. mm 192.5, & 74.8, 
& $3.82 Which ies, Of Chriſts 2, 21, 


;Of che Churc mbly, 1 Cor 3.16. Now there- 
fare Church Aſſemblies are the Lords r Tim 3: 15. 
Nor our meer t Gods people in thern, Aﬀs 9.49, 


MO EE. eee ptreieaga Ab 
e 2. Toreprove fa ne ro private ec 
&@ſ, In Mercinihouſes bedead a billar 3 in the ablonce of 


the people, Secondly, in rhe preſence of the he poophs 
auld: be be 


with them, All publique dur 
perrmob with one mak As 1.14.& 2.46, & 4. 24, 
ati 


publique edi6 cation, 1 C07 _— 26, Alſo rore- 
prove Latin-ſcrvice;and InftruRion by e129 hn are 
to be ſcen, nor heard, Theatre heel was of Wears 
off, when we may come within _—_ All arc 
= carriage mY the C <gar 
iving away the time wi EEE 
abour, Likewiſe running our of gn 
'{ Marcover lownefle of yoycs indfinifters, w 


Uſe 3 To teach us ſuch preparation before hearing, and 
atention in hearing,as may be acceptable to God, and pro- 
| ſtable to our ſelyes 
4. Vſe 4 Vo eryar—wets ion by Proper en ng, hing, bork 

Weight of matter,and words, Prov 10.19, 0. 
| 29,20, 
F Obje# Bur was nor Chriſt! in prayer 2a whole night, 
" Infe 6.12 and Paul in preaching As 20.7. 9? 
Anſw Firſt upon extraordinary occafions wich 
'14 - _ varicry of marcergaud feryency of fpiric,a8 mulcivude 
ÞT c, 


donde 0D ————x 4 
, . : . A . - EI > 


ORR ou on od Ed 


wo 


OOO} 


=» 


_"* We. i _ AC — 
"0 . 
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s Better-it is that thou ſbuldft not vow, then that theu (þ is T 


#1. _— « \ 
a ® "» A F * Mc -N "% = \ I 
_ | - I” . #7 - * , P Ws _ 
CCL — 
» - $0 "20 
a= - q 


www and not pay. hb. 4 
mouth to 4t to ither | © 
wb Gao at thy woyce, and deitroy the work, of thine 


ands ? | 
9 For in the multitude of dreams, and many words, there are Pi 
. vers vanities ; but feare thou God. | 
n the rhree former verſes Solomon inſtruted us to ayoyd 
in Gods worſhip Unreyerent negleR of atrention in hea» 
ring,and Raſhneſfle in ſpeaking before God, In theſe verſes 
he inſtruerh againſt the yanity in the delay or negle& of 
ayment of yows : When thou baft vowed a vow, defer not nj 
7t, Whereof he giycth fix reatons, 
Regſon 1, From the folly,yea harcfull folly , folly hate» 
full to God,to delay payment of yows,v 4. | 
Redſon 2. A majori,from the betterment of not yowing, 4- 
boye not paying v.5. I | 
Reaſon 3. From the defilement of the whole man, by the | 
raſhneſle of the mouth in yow ing, which a man ſhould noe } *© 
ſuffer ; Suffer not thy mouth to cauſe thy fleſb to ſin, v. 6. 
Reaſon 4. From the incxcuſableneſſc of ſuch a fin ; from 
irs not falling under that kind of fins for which ſactificeswws |} 
wont to be effered, Neither ſay thou before the Angel that it was | 
4n errour, wo 
Reqfen 5. From Gods anger and vengeance againſt ſach | | 
yows,and ſuch excuſes, even ts khe deſtroying of the wats | 
of a mans hand,v.6, + 
Reaſon 6, From the vanity of ſuch raſh vows & ſpeeches 
yea the yariety of vanity inthem, anſwerable to whati® | * 
found in a" dreams,v.7. & 
Againſt all which he preſcribech an Antidote or preſer-" 
vation,to wit,the feare of God ; but fear thou God,v 79, |} 
- De& 1;- When a.man hath yowed a vow ro God, hero] 
pay ir, and that without delay,Deut 23+22, 22,2 3+ Pſalm 16. 
It-& 56.12, Thy yows arc upon me ; as an engagement « "| 
debr, which a fairhfull' man would be careful to diſcharge 2} * 
to men, much more to God, Pſalm 50, 14, Nahuin 2. 15 
For opening the payne, it is to be ſhewn, x. Whar a yow i 
2. What is a ſcaſonable rime of yowing ; and wherher now -Þ 
at all,in the _ of the New Teſtament ? 3, The Reafonv 


againſt dela ment of yows , .3 
y ot pay 7, What | 
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4 FF, Whata vow is. A lawfull 
” 46'God; wherein a man bindeth his ſoulc ro perform ſome 
- acceptable work to God , Firſt, A promiſe made to God ] 
- wherein ir differeth from a Prayer. In a Prayer, we require 
ſainorhing which God hath promiſed ro us. In a vow,we 
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vow, it is a pramiſe made 


bi 
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iſc fomething ro God ; Hence in che Text, the yo is 
id to be yowed to God, v. 4. & v.2. Secondly, A man bin- 
derh his ſoute ro God in them , Num. 30. 4. Thirdly, To 
perform ſome acceptable thing ro God ; unlawfull x fra 
we may not vow, asthe Jewesdid, Aﬀs 23.12, 13. nor im- 
poſſible , nor unſuitable ro our —_—_ Bur twe forcs of 
rhings are acceptable marters of yows : Firſt, Religious obe- 
dience to God in his Commmandemears, Pſalm 11 9. 109. Gen. 
28.20,21.Secandly, Helps re obedience,and remoyall of im- 
pediments, Payment of tirhes was an help ro worſhip, and 


' to the maintenance of ir in thoſe daies when God accepred 


ſuch a maintenance for his Prieſts, Neb 9. 38. with 10, 29, 
32+ Gen. 28,22, So contributions, Aﬀs 4437. So the yow of a 
Nazaritc,1Sam.1.11;Fsb 31.1 was a remoyall of an Impe- 
diment. 2 Cor.11. 10, a prevention of diſhonour to Pauls 
yy =" 

2, Aſcaſonable time of yowing, is, 1. When we ftand in 
necd of ſome ſpecial favour from God ; then, as we deſire 
God might draw more nigh to us in ſpecial mercy ; fo it is 
meet we ſhould draw more nigh to God in {ſpecial duty , 
Gen.2$.20,21,22. Num.21.1,2,3, Sccondly, When we haye 
reccived fome ſpaciall mercy, Pſalm 116.8, 9.and 79, 11. 

1.16, Thirdly » When we finde our hearts ready to 
ay us to this or that. evil by occaſion , we may vow 


If ſuch eccafians , and yow alſo the contrary duries , 


31,7. 2 Cor.11,10, which argueth yows are not unfea- 
ble in che daics of the Goſpel. Fourrhly ; when we are 


to enter inro ſome new Relarion, whereof God is the Au- 
- thor: and the Dutics of che Relation depend upon our 
* Vows or Covyenancs with God,and with one another. Thas 
- in carriage, Prov.z.17, Madlach. 2.14. And in Church-cove-. 
"nantz Cor.8.5. & 11.2. 


Reaſon 1. From the folly, yea, harefull folly,folly harcful 


- to Gud, todelay payment of vows, v. 4. 


Reaſon 2. From the preferment of nor yowing before nor 


paying vows, v, 5. 


. 3: From che Charge lying upon us to keep our 
Red. Charg ying upon Pp ie 
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mourhes; and the evil of fin redounding to our wholeman | 
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by raſh Vowing, v. 6. as who ſhould ſay , We haye linse- 
nough and Frailcies whereto we are ſubje& otherwiſe; we 
had notnecd rafhly to ruſh into, moredy ſuch inconfideration, 

Reaſ.4. From the yaniry of rhe Excuſe of ſuch a fin he. 
fore the Angel, as an error of ignorance: where, by Angel, ig 
meanc the Prieſt or Meſlenger of rhe Lord,as'Mat.2.7 .before 
whom the exculer of his raſh Vow would come and offer ſa- 
crifice for his ignorance or error, Levis. 4. 27,33. the ſame 
word here and rhere,& oft in that Chaprer,as v.2,13,22,27, 

Reaſ.5 From rhe wrath and yengeance of God againſt 
ſuch Vows and ſuch Excuſes, God will be angry at thy 
voice and deſtroy the works of thy hands. Thus God was 
anzry with Jacob ror Delay, Genef, 34. 30. with 35. 1, Thus 
he d:ſt:oyed Ananias-and Sapphire, Ats 5. 2.2 5. 

Reaſ. 6 From the variety of vanities in ſuch Vows and 
Dclayes, asin Dreams , to wit in both, firſt Idleneſs, and 
unprofitableneſs, Secondly Confuſton, thirdly Trouble- 


ſomneſs, fourrhly Contradictions,fifchly Abſurdirics, ixthly 


Falſ-hoods 


Uſe r. To refute Popiſh Vowes , as to Saints, wirhoura | 


Parrern in Script'ire, See Bell. lip. de cultu Sanforum. c. 9. 
The like evill is in Vows of Poverty, Perpetual Single lift, 


and Regular Obedience: chey,arc like the Idolatrous praying 
Prieſts, 2 Kings, 23.5. for incenſe was a type of Prayer, 65, of 
14.12, Vows tothe Devil, as in Witchcraft : Vows ofall 


unlawfull things : for all ſuch Vows, men that make themy 
are ro be humbled for chem; and to break them, leſt me 
draw in God to binde us ro fn. "7 
Uſe 2. To exhort ro Carcfull payment. of our Vows an 
Bapriſm,in Church-Covenant, in Marriage, in our Prayers, 
(wherein we uſyally promiſe ro God) Ducly, Pſa. 119.3 
3 $z 3 4, be 
Uſe 3. To exhort to the feare of God, as that why | 


vent:th all rheſe vanities verſe 7. which befal men in 


worthip. This feare of God will helpe us, Firſt, Towow: * 
in ſenſc of our -wn inſufficiency, eirher 1, To make yowesy” 


2 To pay vowes. Secondly, To depend on.Chriſt for both. 
Eccleſ, g, v 8. : 
I (thou ſeeft the oppreſſion of the poor , and violent perverting 0f 
j1gment and juſtice in a province, marvel not at the-matter:j 
h - that is higher then the higheſt, regardeth, and there be big 
then they* | As 
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' A Sinthe former Verſes "Solomon ſought to prevent the 
vanities that arc wont ro be found in -mens perfor- 

: mance of Gods Service * ſo in this Verſe he ſeeks ro pre- 


L | yenc the Vanity of diſconrenrmear or diſcouragement that | 
b is wone To ariſc in mens hearts from the Oppreſlions of the "F 
Poor and the violent wreſtings of juſtice and judgment. | 
* The Evill here nored,-is, Oppreſſion of rhe Poor, and the 


wreſting of judgment and juſtice. 

The Rentedy he preſcribeth againſt rhe yaniry chat mighr 
ariſe in men-upon beholting of ir, is, not to wdnder. 

The Reaſon of not wondering, is from the regard which 
the moſt high Go4, and others higher Fen Magiſtrates 
have of this matrer : for he that is higher then the higheſt re- 
gardeth, and there be higher then theſe. : 

Do#. The bcholding of rhe Opprefhon of the poor in a 
Country,and of the wreſting of juſtice and judgmenr,ſhould 
not- pur a man'to wondety\Revi17.6.7, 1 Pet 4-18. 

0bje#. The Prophers of , God inſpired. by che Holy Ghoſt 
have wandred'ar it; Iſe.1421, yea the Lord hynlelk, Iſa. 59: 
| 14,15,16, OR 
"ny | Anſ. Wondering may ariſe from a fourfold cauſe. Firſt , 

4 lgnorance of the cauſe, [ob.7.15, Secondly,Croſneſs ro cauſes, 
| orexpeRationfromrthem,Tſa.5.4,7 ,&5 9.16. Thirdly,Strange= 
| neſs or Newneſs. Luke 5. 26. Mar. 1. 27. Fourthly., Aſto- 

| niſhmenr or uncerrainty what to do. Fer.g,9, Zach. 12. 4+ 
Dear.28.28, The Second ſorr- of Wondring is only inci- 
| dent ro God, an1 that only. The other three are common= 
/ avon amongſt men, and are wont to hrecd in.chem both 
iſconrent and ny ment, . a 
Reafon't. From the Lords ordering it, fo implied in the 
word YU keepeth ; when he keeperh, noun one, bur as 
| hedireQcrh, Iſa.27.3. Pfov,29.26.Lev.26,14,15,17.1/4.9.55 
Pſal:109,6. , 
Reaſon 2, From. Gods ſoveraignty over. ſuch as doe op- 
4 prefie the poor and wreſt judgement ; and. he wil require 
"4  andrequite it, Pſa.12.5;Lam.3.36. Job 34,18,19,20.% verſe 
©} 26,27,28. Eceleſ.3,16,17, 1 | 
; Reaſon 3.'Prom the Preheminerice , an& Preſidency of 
*F Ang:ls over high Princes, Dan. 4.17, 2 Kings 19.35. Matth; 
q IS, 10, : 

Vſe t. For inſtruQion to people nnt to wonder at oppreſ- 
fons, or wreſtings of juftice - judgenicnr ; [s as to —_ 

| p or 


ora 
forch cither into diſcoritent or diſeouragement, Pſal.23 -1z2, 
18, Bur inſtca4'ef Werdring, firſt caquize che erux offs, 
whecher ir be ſo vr no. Gen. 18. 2Q,2.1, JefÞ.22,6, &c, wich 
30, &C. Secondly,jf true, I See Gods hand in all Gam. g.g8, 
P:ov.29.26, 2 Seckro Reprove, lex. 22. 17..nd Betarm, 
1 Sam. 14. 45. according to our Boe 3 Eirher remove 
timely, Pl4k.55:6, ro TI, 07 patient y Wait upoR God, Pſal. 
37.3, to 7. and ftuffer from mag, 

Uſe 2. To warn Magiſtrates and great men, to take heed 
ro their waies ; The Lord obſeryerh,regarderh, requieeth, 
2 Chron.19.6, 

Uſe 3. For comfort to the poor oppreſſed: Thaugh ng 
man regard the poor, and their juſt. cauſe, yer Gad and his 
Angels ene, © | 


Eccleſf.5,v 9.917%  _ 

9. Moreover the prafit of the earth js for all: the King bimſelf i 
ſerved ly the Feld. gies : 1 

ro. He that loverb, ſilver, ſhall not be. ſatisfied with fuluer ; nar 

- be thar toveth” abundance ' with increaſe : this. « ala 
vaniy, .. | C2 ee 49] 

11. When goods encreaſe , they gre  encreaſed that eat them * and 
what good x rhere-to the of gers thereaf, (aving, the beholging, 
of them-with therr eyes >, - . 

I2, Thefhepof a Taboaring man. is ſweet , whether be eat link 
or much t Þus the abundance of the rich will not ſuffer him ts 


fleep. | 11% 
13. There eb evit which Thave ſeen undes the ſun, name 
riches kept for the owners thereof to their burt. | 
14. But thoſe riches periſh by evil travels , and he begeteth aſon, 

and there nothing in his hand. C 
15, As he came fink of his mothers womb, naked ball be rewrn 
to-go as be-came, and fhatt take nothing of his tabour which be 
may carry away.in his hand, jor 
1s, And this dlfo, is a fore evil, that in all paints. as he came, fo 
PR g'e © ang what profit hath hg that hath laboured for 
fad Bae, SP : 


17. All his dates alſo he eateth. in darkneſſe ond he hath much ſor- 

row end wrath with his ckneſſe, > Ib 
-N tele wordsche Hol, Ghoſtſetrerh forth the vanity of 
coveto1ſnefle,or the love of money, by ſundry arzumenss? 
Fiſt, from *he unſatiableneſs of it, v-10, amplifie { by the 
. contrary 


- + Chap Foſt9t017. 93 
feMicing and Tadsfying profit which the earth & 
field yietdeth to #ll forts, evento Kings, v.9,, Secondly 
From che” Diverſion ( or rurnltg afide ) 'of the profit of 
wealth 9 othets ; and reſerying nv more benefit ro the 
owners then rhe bare fighr thereof, v. 11. Thirdly, From 
the diſreſt, and unquiertnefle which abundance, r, of meats 
and drinks, 2, of cares , yielded ro the owner , by whe -ex- 
ceſſe 2 amplified by the contrary fect and quier ſleep and 
reſt of the labouring ſeryant, y. 12. Fougthly , From the 
hurt red-unding to che owners by wealth, v. 13. Fifthly , 
from the periſhing of riches by evil rravel, y. 14. Sixthly , 
from the penury his ſ{ced may tall inco, y. 14. Seventhly , 
from the neceſltty of leaving al behind him in dearh, v. 1s; 
16. Eighthly, from the many &rofles and yexations which 
befall a man in his life time,from his wealrh, v. 17. 

Dor. The carth yielderh fufficient profit unto all forrs 
of men, from the king rothe meaneſt feryatir ; bur not to 
coverouſieſs, 1 Chron. 24, 26, ro 31. Prov.27.23, to 27. anfl 
31.16. ® Chron. 26.10, Amos 2,1, Ir is bread that Rrengrhens 
mans hearr above all orher tears, Iſa. 3. t. it is the Raffe, 
P/alm t04, 15, Gen,43.8. 1 is ſcarcity of bread thar nmiaketh 
a famine, not other commodities. And cycn the beaſts and 
_ are maintained by the ecatth, , 

eafon of the earths yielding profit fafficient, Firſt, God pro- 
Eg hs tha of s Va us ſhould feedius a 
Secondly, That labour mighe b< enconraged ; and nor loft , 
Gen.3.19. Thirdly , ro beat inn rs a fenſ- of our morta- 
liry ; as the earth bred us, ſo it feederh us , rill we retura 
tO It. 

Not fo coverouſneſs, or the love of money, or of wealth, 

Red.1. From the unfatiablenefs of Coveraufnefs v. 106, 
le is a great vanity when we evyer a Creature which cannot 
ſaxisfy us when we haye ic. Hunger is fatisfied with mear , 
Thirſt wich drink, Bue Hanger gnd Thirft after Wealth is 
nor ſatisfied with Wealth, The love'nf mear and drink wil 
make a man willing to nſc and ſpend rhem ; but the loye 
of Motey and Silyer will nor a' min to fpend rhe, 
A poor mans poor eftar< may be relieved by one wealthy 
mans Beneficence : but the hunger of the ' Coyetous cannot 
de ſarisfied with an lmdred mens eſtares : A ſign his hearr 
and inde is unmeafurably _ and miſerable. A man that 
«ill hungry when he hath earen cnongh ( as in the fe- 
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8) or iy till rhirfty when he hath drunke enough, (az 
woes) Dropſy) Phyfitians ſay opus habet purgatione, non 1mple- 
t;one. So.is it with the Coyerous man j though rhe. Coye- 
Tous man may ſay and think he layeth up tor his Heirs , 
yer he wauld not have his Heirs to ſpend it ,. bur like Con- 
duire-pipzs ro convey it from one to another, 

Redgſ.z. Froin the unprofitableneſs of abundance : it en- 
creaſerh nor our Comforts bur Expences, 1 Kings 4.22, 23. 
' Servants muſt be multip'yed ſurably x ro our buſineſs:2 ro 
our Rank. The eye is _ fed wich it, bur neirher that co 
ſarisfaQion, 

Reaſon 3+ From the Diſreft and Diſquierneſs. which A- 

bundance yieldeth by exceſs, 1 of Mcats and Drinks, 

. Cares and want of Sleep, v.12. which cometh to paſs 

Fir by filling rhe D——_ and ſo ſtrairning the Lungs, 
thar they cannot breathe freely. Secondly , by ſending up 
ſtore of Fumes and vapors into the Brain, which fill it 
with excrements, and empryeth ir ſelf in Rhewms and 
Flegmes , which by Spitting, Coughing, ana Dreams, in-. 
rerrupt Sleep. Thirdly , by ſtupifying the Animal fpirirs 
which ſhould recreate and refreſh the Brain. Faurthly , 
' by hearing rhe Brain in the Night wich fludy and cares, 
But Labour breederh ſweer Sleep, 1 when he cateth lirtle , 
| his ſenſes cloſe for want of ſpirits ro quicken and open 
them, 2 when a man eateth much, Firft, by exciting natu- 
ral hear by Labour, Secondly , by waſhing ſuperfluous ha- 
mours, and ſq keepiug the Stomach and Brain clean, 

Reaſ.4 From the oe Redounding to the Owners , by 
Wealrh,v.13, Hurt, x To the body, 1 Kings, 21,6,7,8,2 To 
che Soul, Firſt leading ir into many Temprarions, 1 Tim,6,9, 
Pſal,69,22, Secondly, Choaking gopd ſeed, Matth, 13,32. 
Thirdly, hardning mens hearrs in eyil of impenirency, Rom, 
2,4,5, 

Reaſon 5 From the periſhing of riches by evil Travel, 
verſe 14, either, Firſt of a'mans ſelf, as by an ill haunt ro 
Haukes, Hounds, Whores,or Suretiſhip, Buildings, Gaming, 
coſtly Apparel, Secondly, of his Houſhold,children, fer- 
yants,waſting and conſuming their eſtate, Thirdly, of his 
enemies, Fob 1,14,17, | 

Reaſon 6, Fram rhe penury incident to rich mens chil- 
dren, nothing in his hand; 1, No wealth, 2, No labour, 
Fir N, ncicher wir, Secondly, nor skill, Thirdly, nor ſtrenght 


colt, Regen 


—_ nr" "_ ww ©S 


» Chap.'$. Verf. 9fo I7 95) | ». 
Reaſon 7. From the neceſfiry of leaving all behind a man ; 
ar dearh, verſe x5,16, Job 1.21, 1 Tim.6.7, Only laden they 
are with more fin , elſe ſtript of all ourward things, Firſt , 
Honours, Pſal.49,17. Secondly, Profics, Luke 12,20, Third- 
ly, Pleaſures, Heb, 11, 25, We come into the world crying x. 
we go out mourning and groaning, Hence all labour for 
wealth is for winde. Firſt, We cannot hold and keep ir, 
Secondly, It ſwelleth us like empty bladders. 

Reaſon 8. From the much anguiſh and ſorrow and yexari- 
on which wealth cauſerh, rhrough, Firſt, lofles and crofles. 
Secondly, Feares of after evils. Thirdly, Darkneflc through 
wane of ſpirirual light. 

Uſe 1. To encourage to husbaudry and feeding of Cartel 
and all labour about the carth, Irtbreederh ſafficing protir, 
The earth is a ciſterne ro the Sea allo. 

Uſe 2, To teach Kings net to deftroy the fruits of the 
earth : They undoe themſelves. 

Uſe 3: To acknowledge the bounty of God in providing 
fo fruitful a nurſe tor us, AFs 14.:6,17. 

Uſe 4. To diſſwade from coy:rouinclie which is when 
we love riches, Firſt, For then:ſe1ves, nor for their uſe, $c- 
condly, Are nor ſatisfied with them. Thirdly, are nor cen - 
rent with whart the earth may produce for Diet, Clorhing , 
and Lodging. 

Uſe 5. Toteach a painful poor man chankfulcefle, 

Uſe 6. To reach all men; even rich men, moderation gf 
Dier, and diligence of labour, Prov.31.13,19,27- 

Uſe 7. To reach wealthy men to beware of ill haunts , 
Proev.6.26, & 21,17, & 23,21, bur rather to employ their as 
_— ” ſome proficable matter ; rhey will clic come to-an 

end, 

Uſe 8: To teach Parents ro leaye their childrenz Firſt, A 
good covenant; Secondly, cuſtome to labour, Any other 
wealrh may come ſhorr to chem, | 


| Eccleſ. 5. 18, 19, 20. 

18, Behold that which 1 have ſeen: it is good and comely for one 
to eate and to drink, and to enjoy the good: of all his labour that 
\ he taketh under the Sun, all the daies-of his life which G od 

giveth bim : for it # his portion. . 
19. Every man «lſo to whom God hath given riches and wealth, 
' «nd hath given him -power P eat thereof , and to tab 
1 4 WI 
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bis portion, and to rejoyce in bis labourg, this is the vft 

20. For be ſhall not much remember the daies of his li 
God anſwereth bim in the joy of bis heart. 

© lemon having ſhewed in the former verſes , the abuſe of 

wealth by coverouſnefle , in theſe words he fhewerh a 

contrary good uſe of wealth, Firſt, in good men, verſe 18, 

Secondly, in all men , verſe 19. In good men he ſaith,it is 

comely and beaurifull toear, drink, and enjoy che good of 

all his labour all the dayes of his lite , which God giverh 


him, verſe 18. 


Reaſon hereof he "99s Firſt, from the condition of his | 
c 


eſtate, and of this uſe of ir ; it is his-portion , verſe 18.-$6- 
condly , From the quier paſling away of his time without 
ſad remembrances of it, forhe ſhall nor much remember che 
dayes of his life ; the reaſon whereof he giverh from Gods 
anſwering his heart in comfort, verſe 20, In all mento 
whom God harh given wealth , it is = of God, 1, Ts 
have power to cate of it; 2. To rake his portiqn, 3, To 
rejoyce in his labour, verſe x9, 

Do#. To ecatrc and drinke, and to enjay the gaod of 
mans labour , jt is comely in a good man, and ir is the gift 
of God in any man, Eccleſ,2.26, & 3, 12,13, & 2, 24, 

Reaſons to confirme it, 1.From Solomons experience ; be- 
hold I have ſeen ir (or found it) verſe 18. 


Regfon 2. From the evil diſeaſe and vanity thar lyeth up- ' 


on a man, when he is denyed the power to make uſe of it, 
Eccleſ.6.2, 

Reaſ.3, From the Condition of mens Eſtates in this world, 
KR is their portion, v. 18, both to good men, v. 12. andto 
evil men. Pſal. 17. 14. As 6 Portion, 1, It furniſherh us with 
neceſſaries,expediences, delights,z. It makerh up crofles and 
lofles. 3, It maketh Proviſion for after times, yca for ano" 
ther world, x Tim.6, 17, 18, 19. 

Uſe 4. It is the Fruit or end, or good of his labour, y.'18. 

Uſe. 5. From the ſhorrnefle of the dayes of a mans ' life 
y. 18, He thart reſerverh, the uſe of all till old age, may dic 
before he come to uſe ir at all; Or elſe be rhen unable ro 
uſe it, 2 Sam.19.35. 

Reaſon 6. From the joy and comfort, wherein God anſwe- 
rerh a good mans heart, in enjoyi c good of his labour, 
verſe 20, Now to enjoy the-good of is implyerh, Firſt, the 
reaping of the fat and ſweer of ir our ſelves 3 Secondly fo 

impart 


£Y 


"Y = U F* 
5 a. bl 
o : b 
ber 
. 
Gal. ? 
o 
a, 
: 


wy 


"4 
4 


\ 


@ ©. = 


HE MT —__—_ 


7 


chap 6Fof, 1,9 * of 
4 impart the good of ir unto others alſo, Eccleſ 3, 12,13, Iſaieh 
6445» 4 

cen 5, From the little rhoughr or remembrance which 
ſuch a good man rakes how his time ſpenderh, verſe 20, For 
he nor much remember rhe dayes of his life , which 
is an effe& of the former joy, which is as oyle to the wheels 
and ſo makes our rime to paſle calily, all the dayesof the 
afflited are evill, Prov 15,15. and he takes ſad choughrs and 
remembrance of the revolution of times, 7ob 7, 3, 4. if an &- 
+ vil man take as little thought and remembrance of his time, 
it is not comely for himzIt becommeth him nor, Job 21.13. 

Uſe x. To teach good men,yea to encourage rhem, ro en» 
joy the of their eſtates ; t is comely for them, Pſal 33. 
1. Nor ſo for a wicked man, Prov 26.1, & 19,10. All the 
farmer reaſons of the dorine are as morives to the uſe, 

Uſe 2 To teach all men, that any-good which they enjoy 
from the creature, is the gift of God; and therefore they to 
look to Gad xo enjoy the giver as well as his gift. 

Uſe 3. To teach men to give themſclves ro labour, elſe 
how ſhall they cnjoy the good of their labour > 

Uſe 4 To reach us ro number our life by dayes, verſe 18 
Gen 47.9 

Uſe 5 To reckon our lite and all the dayes cf chem as 
Gods gift, verſe 18, Lament 3.22. 

Vſe 6, Toreach us the way ro paſſe away our dayes com- 
fortably;Ir is ro be good, and ro enoy the good of our Jabaurs, 
receiving rhe good of our labours, doing good ro others, In 
this way Ged anſwereth in joy eur hearrs,and we paſle away 
our times without ſad remembrances, v.20, 


Eccleſ. 6.1, 2. 
Verſe 1. There is an evill which 1 bave ſeen under the Sun, 
and it 15 common among men. , 

2 A man to whom God hath given riches, wealth and honour, 
that be wanteth nobing for bis ſoule of dll that be ifcech 
yet Ged giveth bim not power to eat, thereof, but a ranger 
eateth jt : This is vanity,and it is an evill diſeaſe. 

| N this Chapter Solomon declarerh the vanity; Firſt, of 

ane $atiery or Proſperity in ourward things, verfe Iz 

2 Secondly of long life and ſtore of children, verſe 3. ro 6, 

Thirdly, Of labour, verſe 7, 8. &c.In theſe rwo yerſcs Sole- 

mon ſerreth forth the yanity of ſuch outward goud —_ 

| wherewi 
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wherewith inen are moſt raken, 'ro wir, Riches, Wealth, 
Honour 3 and theſe amp lified, 1 By their abuudance eyen 


- * unto Saticty, ſo'that a man wanterh norhing of all char he 


defirerh; 2, By the evill God infliterh upon it ; God giyerh 
him nor power to cart thereof, bur a ſtranger cateth it, 3, 
By the Ad _ of this eftate four-fold ; Firſt, Ir is an evill 
Secondly,It is common amongſt men under the Sun,yverſe x, 
Thirdly,lc is a vanity :Fourrhly,Ir is an evill diſcaſe,yerſe 2, 
Riches, Wealth,and Honour, are expreſſed by God himſelfe 
in the ſame rerms, 2 Chron 1.171. Riches difter from wealth : 
riches expreſſing Revenues of the field, or Catrell which are 
Titheable ; for it is a word in the Hebrew which differerh 
in a prick onely from Tenths or Tithes, Wealth, } in the 
Originall is ſuch Treaſure ofSilyer, Gold, Jewels and Houſ- 
holdituffe which are not Tytheable, God giveth him not 
power tn eat thereof ] a Metaphor and a Synecdoche in ea- 
ring, pur for enjoying the ſweerneſle of them: one kinde of 
enjoying pur for all, For honour cannot properly be eaten, 
bur the ſweet of them may be enjoyed, 

Do 1, lr is a vanity and an evil,even an evil diſcaſe,an 


. evil diſeaſe common amongſt men every where, that-a mari 


receiveth from God Riches and Honour of all ſores, even 
ro.the ſarisfattien of his ſoul, and yer God giverh him not 
power to enjoy the good of ir, bur leayeth ir ro a ſtranger. ' 

Reaſon 1 From the unlawfull getting of Riches or Hon- 


nour,by Oppreſſion, Decceit, Ambition, or the like, Prov2d, . 


8,8 13.22, lob 27.13. 16,17, 

Reaſon 2 From the ſarisfaRion of rheir hearrs in it:which 
Acquieſcency in the crearure is an Idolatry which the Lord 
will curſe, Luke 12.1 9,20, 

Reaſon 3 From want of prayer ro God, for a comfortable 
ufe of rhe bleflings we do enjoy, lam 4.3. 

Reaſon 4 From the abuſe of the creatures upon our luſts 
lem 4.3. Iob 20, 22, oe 

God raketh away from a man the power to enjoy the ſweet 


and good of it, many wayes ; As Firſt, by ficknefle of body | t 


eb 21.25, Secondly, By ſcruple of conſcience ( as Ads To,. 
I3, 14) Thirdly, By inordinare affe&ien to ſome trifle, for 


want of whichall is lefle comfortable, Heſt .$. 11, 12, 13- ,* 


Fourrkly,By covetuouſneſle, Eccleſ 4, 8. Fifrly, By ſome” 


ſtaine of folly in a great perſon, which blaſteth -all his ho- 
_ 


nourgEccleſ 10,1. 
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from the Lord, t Chron 29:12, 
| Uſe 2. To aske of him therefore what we want, cither of 
theſe things,or of the good of them. IV 
Uſe 3. To remove theſe evils our of Gods-fight,for which 
he is wont to deny men the good of the- gifts,.we doe en- 


Joy. 
Uſe 4 Toblefle the Lord who giverh us any good chings, 
and power to enjoy the good and {weer of them, 


Eccleſ,6.v. 3, 43 536+ 
3- If a man beget an hundred Children, and live many yeeres, fo 
that the dayes of his yeares be many and his ſoule be not filled 
with good,and alſo that he have no burial; 1 ſay, that an untims- 
ly birth i better then he. 
4 For he commeth in with vanity, and departeth in darkneſſe, 
| and his name (hall be covered with darkneſſe. 
5 Moreover he bath not ſeen the Sun, nor kgown any thing : this 
hath more re$ then the other. 
6 Yea,though be live a thouſand yeares twice told,yet hath he ſeen 
no geod : Doe not all go to one place ? 
N theſe verſcs Solomen declareth the yanity of two orher 
earthly comforts 1. Store of children 2 Long life, which 
may be accompanied and clogged with great vaniry, in caſe 
two others benefirs be wanting, Firſt, the ſoul ro enjoy good, 
Secondly, The body to enjoy Burial ; Which miſery and va- 
nity he ſerreth forth by a compariſon with an Aborrive, a 
P ari (F 4Minore ; equal in five reſpeRs, 1 Of cemming into 
the world with vanity,verſe 4, 2 Of ſeeing no good, verle 6. 
3 Of departing in darknefſe and obſcurity , verſe 4+ 4 Of 
Oblivion of both, verſe 4. 5 Of going borh to one place, 
verſe 6, The vanity of the Abortive, lefle in reſpe&, Firſt 
He hath nor ſcenthe Sun 3 Secondly, He hath nor known 
$ anything to grieve him : Thirdly, He hath more reſt then 
.$ che orher,yverlſe 5. 
FF De#1. An old Father of many Children and many years 
Þ #his ſoul want goodnefle,and his body Buriall; an Abortive 
+4 (untimely birth)is as good,yea berter then he, As good 
| in reſpe&, x Of their entrance into the world, they borh 
"came in with vanity,that is tb no end. Nor ſimply and alro- 
gether; For God hath wiſe and good ends of ſending ” 
. rc 


and all che 5 gegen; of thar good and ſweet rhercof, are 
4 ” 


_— FccreSiaAgrgs \ 
beth into the world ; bur in regard of chemſelyes and n 
men. 2 Of their ſccing no in life time, verſe '6, 3 Of 
their departure out of the world ; they both in dark- 
neffe,' Firſt, of obſcuriry, Secondly, of miſery. 4 They | 
both are covered with darknefle of oblivion ; yea ſometime 
the name of the wicked ſhall rot, when the other is noe 
blemiſhed, Prov 10. 7, 5 Of the ſame place whereto they 
borh foe, tothe earth from whence they came : and the 
wicked man to 2 worſe place, Aﬀs 1.25, The Abartive , 
berrer,in OR, He never ſaw the Sun, ſo he neyer 
ſaw outward good things, which might trouble him to loſe, 
Secondly, He never knew any thing good or evill; ſo that his 
reckoning is more ealic,and his preſcar griefe lefle, Thirdly, 
He egjoycth more reſt from vr both in this, and in the q- 
ther world,verſe 5. | 

Reaſon 1, From the overpoyſing vanity of thoſe two 
wanes, Firſt, of burail z Secondly, of ſoul's want of gyod 
nefſe. To extinguiſh the comforts of; 1 Store of Chi 
2 Lang life, Want of burial, Firſt, leaverh the an 
dung to rot and ſtink upon the face of the earch, = 
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s Diſhonourable to the dead ; 2, Loarthſome to the livi 
Pſdl '83.10 2 

veth &s body withour pledge of reſurreRion 2: the budy. by- 
ried is Corn ſown, 1 Cor 15. 36; The ſoul's want of 
nefſe,t Is as a dead carcaſc ſtinking aboye ground, - Pam, 
14,3. » Leayeth it ro more putrefation by longer lying® 
bove ground, yea the more incxcuſable in inpenitency, 

3.21. 3 Procurerh a greater damnation for living ſo ng 
with ſo many children, and tor want of goodnefſe dorhunet 
ther good to himſelfe nor them. 

Vſe 1. To take off men,from bleſfing themſelves in lore 
of children,and long life ; Rehoboam had ſtore of Children, 
Sons 28, Daughters 60, yer his ſoul empry of goodneſſe, 2. 
Chron 11.21. with 12.44, Ahab had 70 fons,2 Kings t0.. yet 
they all dycd a violent death, yerſe 6,7. and their farther 
blood, dogs did car, 1 Kings 22. 38. And though his cat» * 
caſe found burial,yer not ſo lexabels,2z Kings 9,34.to 37+ + 

Vſe 2. To moderate the gricfe of ſuch as wanr Childre 


or haye aborrives; ſo their ſouls wang not goodacfle,nor their | 


bodics buriall,they are berter then theſe in the Text, 
Uſe 3. To look at Abortion as a yanity and miſery te the 
creature;and ſo, at want of buriall. Ir is a Stoicall 


Kings 9.37.33. Jer 21, 18,19. Secondly, lea- 
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J bong 3 Fecilis 
Ce afequall dirnentions, And If Abortion be « 


rigiblenefic,Pſe/ 58. 8. 4. Secondly, 
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From the wearifamneſte ' of ir', Gorwf 55, res 


| cmptincfle: or defert of it, in thar the foul bs nor fortated by 


| the 
F td) anon ar ments maj: pop Joe 
1 Ferrer to enjoy f by-an avgu jort, © 

4 © be.comenr wirh the preſent eſtare, then ro becarried ort 
vith ſuch a walking ſoul or wandri defire. In ard of al 


F* 


[1 Go 4 s 7 1.9, 8, - 


[Zea ve ap 


qi 1s bebet urnery, . Solomons 


miſery, ' then avoid ſuch fins as make us like them * As 
_ Malignancy again | Gods people, Joyned with incor- 
(h and unteverenr in- 
ſurxaRios againſt well deſerving Magiſtrates, Nam 12. x,2, 
IZs 
4,./Te exbort to furnifh whe foul with eſe, which 
make a blefling of life;loag or ſherr, many or 
me burial or no burial cis: 20, Plat 79. 2, A Woman 
fearing God,is berter then a woman bearing the beft childe, 
Luke 11,27,28. 


Ec uſe, 65V:7,9.9. 
” \.-/ + yd man is for hin mouth, and yet the appetite is 


Bot 
8 For what hath the wiſe mere then the fool ? whathath the pour 
that knoweth io walke before the living ? 
9 Better is the fight of theeyes then the wandring TRL c 
whe is alfa vanity «nd vexation of ſpirit. 
N theſe verſe 5 Solomsn difcovererh to us the ty of _ 
bour, which he ſerrerh forch by foure Argumen 
b= 


which is labour cum defatigetions een 
From the end of ir, . for” move © Third! 


it,yerſe- 7, which is amplified by a diſtribution: of the ſubs 
Fe nie labouring, whecher he be wiſe or fooliſh, rhe 
th no more by his labour then the orher. Yea, rhe 
ok who-is more laborious: ant induftrieus then ' other 
men, yea. the diſcreet and p—_ poore, who knowerli 
hew to rk and: carry himſctc amongft men;he hath 
a9 na by his labour bu. f1l his mouth, ' yer not to 
his dafire or ſoulc,verfe 8. Fourthly, from the ores, 3 
re, ( which fpringech hom the ſouls not being 


of che eyes, tharts to enjoy and 


which evils, be: countcth labour it ſelfe with thee Conco» 
mirans,to be yaniry and yexation of ſpirir, v.'9. _ 
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Rare of corrupt nature, is a grieyous' or ' vexatious A 


Gen 3.17. '19. | And though by Chriſt 'and his grace 


bitcernefi: and. ting of that yanity is removed( the" Cure | 


being raken away, Gal 3. 13+ ) yet the Crofle flill temain- 
erh.. Hence Jacobs deſcriptien'of his life in'all the" yeares 
of it,and in all rhe days of rhoſe years,Gen 47.9,10. Paul, 2 
Cor 11.27. he 
Reaſ 1, From the weariſomneſle, of the labour amplified 
in the word YQP which is tranſlated weariſoranelſley Job 4, 
3.to wir, I Fainting the body, 2 Afﬀfligting the'mind with 
care and pricte: LO. 


Reaſon 2+ From the end of it * it is for the mouth, The: 


Husbandman labours in the earth, the Mariner in the Sea, 


_ the Shepheard in the Field,the Carpenter in the wood, the 


Tradcſman in. his ſhop, - che Scholler in his Book ; as they 
are narurall men, they all labour for the mourh,” Prov 16, 
26, | * 
ObjeF. How can this ſtand, ſecing much labour 1s fur the 
back,for appatrel,or for lodging > Macth 6.25, * 
Anſw. Firſt,the mouth may be purfor the whole body;'as 
as belly,Gen, 3-49, Matth 6,11, G | . 
Secondly, Lt is,true in proper Speech, taking the moith 


ſomerimes.bread is pur for all maintenance, as well of bak 


for the chiefe and ſupreme End-of Labour, ro which allthe + 


reſt muſt give, place in caſe of neceſliry. A man will: 

his lodging and clorhing, and: all he hach, for his month; 
Gen 47.15.t0 49,.:/And it is a great yanity rhat the divine 
ſpixit ofa man ſhould labour only. for ſenſuall rhingsand 
tranſitory.  - + a8 | 


:  Reaſ 3, From the emprineſſe.of the ſoule or Appetite af- 


rerall his labour,. . The mourh is a narrow Portall, _ not #* 
bove twoorthree inches ſquare, . .andrhe ſtomach not a- 
bove a hand bredrh ſquare, | che whole man nor" #hbove 


five Foor long ': . and yer when a man hath laboured/ro fill 
all theſe,and provided him of [ftore:for many. yeares', Xx ; 


his mind is nor ſarisfied, bur his: inordinate deſire aft 
the meanes of his maintenance ( like a Dropfie thirſt is 
never filled. And thus fareth it with the Learned” Scholler, 
the Rich Churle,.the induſtrivus and prudent man ** 
Theſe Vanirics fall alike ro.rhem all; how much. lefſe is che 
immortal ſoul filled. + -t 4,00 
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” De8, Allche labour thar the ſons of men rake in the < F: 
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* through abundance of honeys 
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y a 4 , 6, —_ Jy 9: 
Reaſ 4. From the wandrin 


| ©: 
. ſs of the unſati S” 
fire, which like che Bee runneth from flower to flower, and © 
ſuckerh honey and waxe rill it be laden,; and yer {till la- 
boureth for more, till ſometimes ir be ftockned in irs Hiye 


Better is the fight of the eyes ] that is, Betrer is what you 
ſee before yougbe ir lefle or more, rhen the wandring of the 
defirezas the good Houſholder ſaith to his Gueſts, Much good 
may it do you, what you ſee before you. 

Vſe 1. To Reminde us of the grearnefle of our fall in A- 
dem, whence ſo much birrernefle in labour and fin, for a lir- 
tle ſ\weerneſs of the fruir of a Tree, and that upon us and on 
all our Poſteriry; 

Uſe 2, To beware of ſuch ſinfull labours as increaſe theſe 
weariſome yaniries, If honeſt labour be ſo grieyous and vain 
how much more fſinfull labours > Take Reed of labour ro 
undermine and ſupplant wel-deſerying men, Pro 4.16. Pſad. 
7.14, Darius was better employed, Dan 6.14, 1 Theſſ 4.11; 

Uſe 3. To teach usto labour for that bread which'pe- 
riſherh nor, bur feederh and ſarisfierh the ſoul ro Arerniry, 


Job. 6. 26, 27, Rev 2,3, Rom 16.12, Phil 4.3.1 Cor. 15. 


lo,& 58. 

Uſe 4 Toteach the poor ; that diſcretion in him is 6bſer- 
yed by God, and:wiſeſt Princes, - when he knowerh how to 
walk before the living, | | 

Uſe 5. To wean us from wandring defires, and to learne 
us ſatisfaftion and concenrtmetirt in our preſent eſtate, that is, 
with what we ſce before us, Phil 4.11. 1 Tims6.6, 7 

Uſe 6. To'raiſe up rhe Countrey' unto Thankfulneſſe ro 
God, rhar: ſuppliech us comfortably wirh char which men 


, moſt labour for:we need nor ſell out'Cloarhs for Bread, 


Eccleſ.6.20,11,12. 4g>5!; of 

fo. That which hath been is named «lready, and it is known 

"that it is man : neither may he contend with him that is 
mighter then he. 


11, Seeing there be many things that increaſe vanity, what is 
man the better ? | 
12. For who knoweth what is good for man in this life dll 
the dayes of his vain life, which hee ſpendeth as a ſhadow ? 
fo who can tell aman what ſhall be after him under the 
un ? we 


That 


Wi; oa 


| f . v " * rene 4, 
| 25. Jwais 


6. 2 Balc, Pſalm 49,2. & 62,9, 3 Brixcle ; Firſt, inſoule 
murable, rv 18, 19, Secondly in body cafily ſubjcR ro 
mortalicy,of ir ſelfe, Fob 4. 39, Thar that which befallerh 
bim in this tife, makerh him not the better, is argued from 
the vanity of all, Ecdeſ 1,2. | 

Regſen x. From his utter inſufficiency and. inabiliry to 
contend wich his taker, v.10. An Earthen por cannor can- 
rend with a Rock, AMutth 21. 44. Iſo 45.9: Rowt 9.20,87. 
Fob 9.3,4.where,be two Reaſons of it. The firſt from Gods 
Wiſedome; the Secend,from his power, 

Reaſan 2. Front the Ilncicaſc of Vanity. upots man by all 


Io; Jude y. 4. 2 Of the body, Exek, 16, 15, implyed. 3 Of 
ourward eſtate, - Jer 223.21. Rev 3.17, Prov 1.33. Exch 
23. 4. 2 Chron 26. 16, which ſpringerh firtfgomourcer- 
ruprnature, which as a fuſty Veſlel corrupterh all chat is 
pur intoit. Secondly from the'curſe of Gud upon the Crea- 
tures by the Fall,Gep 3, 17. 


Reaſon 3, From the ignorance and unskillfulnefle of = 
; I 


6 = 


. 


any one 15 rw : 
or formerly of d)andoa 


the Acceſſions of this life, by Gifts 1 of the minde, Hg: 47 


* 3 
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t Todiſcern whar'is- good for therwin rhis momentary life 5 
Fob 11.12, We louk at thoſe ems, Which are beſt for us» 
which' are' temporary ,' bodily ,and preſent ; whereas our 
fouls finde no good in ſuch : as a Dropſy-tnan chuſerh'drink 
which is moſt hurrfull © for him. We know not how to 
make a good uſe. of them ſo farre as they might” lead us. 
Dent; 2.9, 4, 2 To foreſee or diſcett furure things', Eccleſ. 


8. 7. 

' © Uſer. To humble the Pride'of mn : Earthly man, whar- 
ſozver he be, he is known of *old robe Adam, And rhat 
which more /humblech him; is thac he is hor the berrer 
for all rhar befalleth him in this life 5 nor doth he know 
what, is good for him in” rhis life , 'nor how ro make uſe 
of ir, EM, | | 

Vſe 2. To reach men not to contend with their 'Maker, 
It is hard ro daſh Earthen Pirchers againſt ſtone walls. 
Therefore to forbear pleadings and murmurings, t Againſt 
Gods purpoſe, Rom.9.20,21.% againſt his Providence, Jer. 
12,1, We muſt ſubmir mmerm under Gods hands, Pſdl. 39.9. 

we muſt obediently follow his calling. Rev.1 4.4. 
 UVſez. To hew us our life as in a glaſs ; it is as a ſhadow; 
| to wit, = withour ſubſtance ; rather a Death then a life , 
. t Tim.5.6. 2 ſeeming greater when light is moſt” remore. 
goon or ſpeedily paſſing away , and that when it is at 

. grcareſt, ſe oi 

Uſe 4. For Thankfulfieſs ro God, thar Chriſt would take 
ſuch'a baſe eſtarc upon him as the eſtate of earrhly 'tnan, 
Thatſo many ſons of Adam meer together, yet ſome good a- 
my z elſe (were ir not for Gods ſpecial guidance and 

lefling) vanity pur to vanity would bur increaſe 'yanity , 

1: Pſal. 39. 5. with 62. 9, The Netherlanders Mogto a whelfom 

Advertiſment , Reſembling*rhemſelves ro a company of 

earrhen Pitchers floating in the Seca, with this word, Si cofs 


lidimur frangimur, 
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ad. 3.26 
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dad Eccleſ. 5. v. x. tf bv 
A Good nam is better-then , precious ointment ; atid the day of 
death then we 42 of ones _ "a Wy 

Olemon en of the yani undry Condirions 

| of the oben gpmweryee in chemfelyes: In this he 
| ſpeakerh of their vanity compared one with another, whetc- 

F inalſobe intimareth the yanity of mens judgmengs and imas 
£9 H gioarion\, 
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clarceh rwa! 


ant, cha 12.3. Secondly, . 

g &P)d. noe. t5. Thirdly, 
ſinkcrh into. che bones, and ſuppſczh and foftnerh the dry- 
ed Sincws and es, tharit makech a man more firfar 
Hogafec Wraſtling, or any orher bodily Exerciſe, Pſal. 199, 
18. Fourrhly,is Neat, Luke 10. 34. Fifthly, preſerverh 
evcn after death by cmbalming, Luke 23. 56, 


| In All theſe Properties ( qualities and effeRs) a good 


name exgclleth a good ointment, which may be as ſo many 
Reafons of the Paging. A good name firſt is more fragrant, © 
the ono filling the haulc, John 12.3. the other, Town and Þ} 
Country, Jebn 3. 12. Rem. 1.8. Secondly, putrerha ſhining 7 
luſtre upsn the caunzenance, Eccleſ. 8.1, Wildom ( w 
is a matcet of Repurarion, Ecclef. 10. 1.) maketh che face 
ro ſhine, &c, Thirdly, Ir finketh inco the benes, Prov, th, 2 
30, y$9.it.figcth ra any publike employmene , in Miniflry, © 
1 Tim. 3.7. or Magiſtracy, Deut.1,13- Fowrhly, Healechghe 
v:nogme of {launders and backbirings, Fifchly , keeperk ys + 
alive after dearh, Prov.yn,7.. 4 
- ObjeF. How can the giath Commandment be preferred. 
before rhe eighth 2 = i 
Arſw, A Gopd name is the bonour of a mans perſoniand ſo 
belongerh to the fifch Commandemear. FF 
Uſe 1. To reprove the vanity and folly of ſuch, who10 
get wealth and treaſure, care not how they proſticuretheir |; 
good name[ Ir was a ſordid ſpeech of Veſpafian , Dulcis oder | 
Lucytexre qualibet.] Pe: » 
Vſe z."To reprove the blemiſhing and blaſting of any 
mans g29d name ,, which ducly belongerh ve him, It is B 
greater {in cheq ro ſteal rhe beſt goods he hath, Prove 23.4 + 
A Tradeſmans credir is. oft more worch then his gs i 
iſe 3. To cxhort to a conſcionable care gerUing, 4 


CY 


vB 

\ | as C -4 + 
ont” ' F my k if , ? F WU 
A C ' oo 
" 5 . 
b o 


'# 6 107 


ceeping 3 pood-name:. Tt-is not ambirion nor yaine-glory - 
wet a man ſeeketh it by good'meancs for gen and 
. —;: —hetwcke wee, accepreth ir , as is due to 
him. Meanes of a good name : 1 Pairh, Meb:1 1.2. 2 Fruits 
of faith. Firft, SegnYings: Gads: name, 1 Sam. 2. 30+ 
Secondly, ſparirig the names of our brethren, Manh.7,1,2. 
Thirdly, Humiliry, Prov. 22:4:Luke 14.11. Fourthly, Werthy 
a&s for publik ſeryice,t Sam. t8. Matth. 38. 1 3.2 -Chron.29, 
16.1 Pet 4.16, Hence ſweet rs at Funerals as a monu- 
ment of a ſ\yecr ſmelling Report, z Chren, 16,14, On the 
contrary fin ſtaineth a good name, Prov 10.7. 1 Kings 15,30, 
Matth. 10.4. Gen, 1 1. 4, 9. 4botone pillar (2 Sam. 18.13.) 
was Columns Calumnie, or #s Lots wifes pillar of fate , ſeaſon- 
ning others, bur ſhaming our ſelyes. Iris nor faire Faces , 
Buildings, Clothes, or Eſtates, that can procure or.preſeryc 
a good name. | | 
0bje&.r. Chriſt excelled in all vertues and durics , yer 
he lay under an ill name, as a glurron and wine bibber, a 
deceiver, an enemy to C ear. | 

Anſw., He bore our fins; and ſoour reproaches, as a 
puniſhment due to our fins. 2 It was amongſt cyil- men , 
as his profeflion was alſo evill ſpoken of a them, A#; 
28.22, 3 Arlength he overwraftled ir, and got a preac 
name, Ph7l.2.9, | 

0h7,z. Bur ir is a curſe ro a Miniſter, to be generally wel-, 
ſ - of, Luke 6.2.2, 26, John Baptiſts faid ro haye a deyil 

11,18, 

Anfw. Firſt, Miniſters rhar are fairhful, have ſpecial cauſe 
ro provoke wicked men, where their name chicfhwſufferech, 
1 Kings 22.8, & 18,17, elſe, wifdome is juſtified of her chil- 
dren, Matth. 1 1.1 9. Secondly, Miniſters at length oyerwraftle 
it, Matth.23.29,30. | 

Obi. 3. Bur eyen privace Chriſtians, as truly godly, are 
aſs. Firſt, Sometime they negle& their feof faith 
w. Firſt, $ c e& rheir life of faith, 2 
gh] Secondly, God we. td fin in chem by falſc 
Fe 210 Thirdly , Ir is bur ac .the hands & wicked men, 

s 28,22, & 24.25. FourrhlyMf ic be ar che handy of bre- 
thren, it 13 rhraugh their , Emulation, and Rafſh- 
nefle, which atlengrh wilt oyerwraſfle, Fob 42. 7. O- 
therwiſe God biderh the names of his childten in the ſc- 
&cr of hif Tabrrnaclc from Y” ſtrife of Tongues, Fſal. 31. 
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x08 FEFccreviiotes” ©” 
20,” The words are @ proyerbial Doarine, , + -. - ** 
_ - Do&#.2. The day of death is betrer then the birth-day. 
This is nor the ſpecch, a Of Fob in miſery, Fob 3.3. Sc» 
condly, nor of Jereny in paſſion, Fer. 20.14.but of Solemon.in 
his repentance. This Solomom {peakerh ; not enly of ſome 
extraordinary kinds of death , which have been-of more 
 publike ſervice,as the death of Chriſt, Joh, 13.3e, Of Samp- 
ſon, Iudg. £6,30.Of rhe Martyrs; whoſc blood is, Firſt, The 
glory of God, lobn 21.19. Secagdly, rhe ſeed of the Church, 
Bur indefinitely and generally of the dearh of all or any, 
Better to the godly in regard, Firſt, Of fin, which ſhall then 
be whully ſubdued ,. Rom. 6.7. 1 Cor. 15.26. If fin conti- 
nucd after death, dearh were not the laſt enemy. Bur in 
birth we are, borne in fin, Pſal. 51. 5. children. of :wrach, 
Eph.2.3. Yea. Newbirth leayeth much corruption Rtill in 
us; Wc arc born in fin, but we dye in the Lord, Rev.14, 13. 
x Theſ.4.14. Secondly, Of miſery, which artenderh Birth , 
Job, 14.1. &+5. 7. Burt death is an haven of reſt after a ſca of 
rroubleſome agitation and miſery ; Iob 3.13,14, & veric 21, - 
22+ Rev.14.13, Thirdly, Of grace which will chen be per- 
feed, Heb, 12...23. 1 Cor. 13, 12, Inde 24. Epheſ. 5. 27. 
Death is accountcd an enemy to Nature ,' but'is a friend to 
ace z we are borne uncleane}, Isb 25, 4. Iohn 3, 6. bur we 
dye perfe&, Fourrthly, Of glory. Birth is the ſeed rime of 
corruption, Gal. 6. 8, Death is the {ced time of incorruptien 
and glory, 1 Cor.15.36,42,43,44, Birth putrerh us po 
hands of Midwives, and other weake women : Death into 
the hands ofthe glorious and mighty Angels , Luke 16. 22. 
Birch briggeth us forch into a yallcy of rears , Death into 
our Maſters joy , Matth. 25, 21. Birth into an cſtate of ab- 
lence from the Lord, 2 Cor.5. 6, Dearh bringerh us into his 
"reſence, 1 Theſ. 4. 17. 1 John 3. 2, Birth bringerh us cola- 
ar: lob 5.7, Death ro reſt, Rev.14.13, cyen Sabbath-reſt. 
Birth bringeth us into a larger and fairer world thenour 
morhers- wombe : bur Death into.a larger and fairer then 
this, The ſtarry roufe of this world is buc the payetment 
of chat. Betcer to the wicked in regard ,Firſt, Of others 
Prov. L1, 10, Secondly, Otghemſelyes, though ic had been * 
good for them+ not to be borne , Matth. 26, 24, yet being 
borac, the ſoanzr dead, t. The lefle fin, 2, The lefſe Pu- 
niſhmear, og Robes £4 
Nueft. May the,wick:d then doe well te haſten their own 
deatus ARR | i LR 
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Uſe Againſt purgory eas af Dearh, For 
e I, to t y after ' Dearth, For 
then Dearh ſerreth them 

their birrh did, For the pains of Pogarorp { as . Papilts,de- 
ſcriberhem) differ nor from the pains of hell in meaſure of 
corment, bur 'duration only, And what uſe can. there be of 
Purgatory, when na fin is left in death a be purged after 2 

Uſe 2, To exhort tt ſuch a life” as, may make \oar death 
comfortable : Meanes,  Firſt., Regeneration , New birth, 
lobn 11.26, Phil. x.2 1. Secondly, Faichful and fruirtul courſe 
of life, 2 Tim. 4.6,7,8. | | | 

Uſe 3. To comfort the godly againſt dearh,. by, conſide- 
ration of all the former benefits of Dearh, Sampſons riddle , 
is now Solomons Paradoxec ;* Out of the caxer ( Death which 
deyoureth all) commerh mear and ſweernefle, . 

Obje#. 1. Bur in death 14oſe all my deare friends. 

Anſw. Firſt, 1f thou haſt lived any long time , moſt of 
thy deareſtfriends are gone before thee ; Secondly ,. Thou 
ſhak change theſe here. for betrer friends there ; our beſt 
friends love us not ſo dearly as every one..chere, : Thirdly , 
Thy good friends will not be long —_ rhee, 

ObjeF. 2. But what ſhall I doe with my poor children and 
young ? | TRI WIA 

Anſw, Leave them with-God [| Fer.49.11.}; - 

Obje#, 3, Bur there is bitteraefſe and pangs in death, 

Anſw. Firft, So'there is in Birth, . Secandly,;, Afrer-com- 
forts lwallow np all griefes, fohn 16,2 .,:, + - . 

Uſe 4. To moderate che mourning of the: living for rheir 
dying friends ; you rejoyced in their worſe day ( their birth 
day), why not much more incheir berrer day? 2 Sam. 42, 
19, 20. Pharaoh and Herod folemnized rheir birth' dayes , 
Gen. 40,20, Mark 6. 21, why ſhould not Chriſtians : rejoyce 
in the Jeparrure of rhejr Chriſtian friends?. The dayes of the 
Marryrs execution were called Nateliti..Ir is-truc, we may 
moure for , loſle of publike good ,. Iaſtrumengs. ro Family , 
Church, and Commonwealth; and judge aur ſelves for ſuch 
fins as provoke rhe Lord. to remove rhem': bur yer ir is beſt 
for them char are"pone., and beſt for rhe Church , 
whar God doth ; the chk of loſeph and Iofigh turned to the 


beſt good of Iſrael, The bondage Ee. Egypt wrought for 1ſrae! 
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geon Obie a rin-cetier; Cant. 2.4, 


Eccle(: 7. v.-2. | 
. Tr is better to go te the houſe of monyning then to 4 
Uk | $3 thin 5s the end of all men, and : en re 
it to bis heart. 

S in the former verſe Solomon preferred ewp 
rhat ſeem lefſe defirable aboye other rwo Fark ſeem 
more defirable, (a good- name above a good oyntment ; ad 
the day of death above rhe birch Gay): So here he 
a third thing that may ſcem lefle deſirable before another, 
which to men doth, commonly, ſeem to be mich more deſi. 
rable. The houſe.of feaſting is commonly preferred 
men, as more able to be gohe units , above the houſe of 
mourning z but here the day 7 mourning, even the greareſt 
niourning, (mourning for the-dead) is referred before the 
houſe of feaſting, Be: it is Ck he) t to go oto the houſe 
of mourning then ro the houle of feaſting; whereof he giverh 
rwo reaſons, Firſt/from the property of the houſe of mour- 

ning ( (ro wirfor the dead) t Ir is the end of all men. Second- 
ly, from the good uſc which the living will ferioufly make 
of this houſe” of tmourning', and of rhe cauſe of mourning 
which he there bcholderh ( the death of ſome friend ar 
neighbour) , The livirig will lay ir eo his heare, 

Do&#r.r. It is better (or a more defireable good rhing) to 
gs to an houſe of mourning for rhe dead , then to an houſe 
'of feafting for the ſolace of rhe living, Of feaſts there be 
rhree ſorrs. 1, Civil feaſts where a fourfold folace : Firſt , 
| Faxing rhe fat and drinking the ſweer ; Second ,/ Loving 

and ncighbourly ens wc ! Thirdly, 7 or diſcourſe and 
fancies Muſick : Fourrhly , Increaſe of mutual neigh* 
brtly love. 2. Prophanc or rivtous , where che former 
£ are abuſed and perycrred, Firſt, by. Exceſſe it et 
ring and role to glutrony and drunkenneſle : FRY » 
The Company, - _ampy Lene debauchr Ruffans , oe 

Ee Ribelde®s g Boycs: Leak CF Inſtead Unger: 
courſes Ribaldry ; wanton dances, porory 16 
name of God or man, Fourchly , falli 
lings : or clfe linking in conſpiracy to 


3. Holy feaſts; where , Fir , GPs ifliution of ſpecial 
mercics 
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mercies inviee to thankfu/nefſe , ; q 
fore "_ Exod. 1 / 12; 
Thirdly, Holy c 14.1, to 8, 7 4% 
end; ourthly, Increaſe prone love ro God, and bro- 
therly love one to another. Of this laſt Sorcof feaſts, rhe 
iſqn is not put t ſor Gods ordinances are , png Fell fo 
ge his providences.. Nor is it rat i 
by en; but of the ſecond ſorr of fel LES 
and men, ir is an houſe of robe in 
fuch an of feaſt Plal.1 20.5. Bae pod 
of ſuch an houſe offen as is contrary to the Jtoulp of 


Reaſon 1. From the nature of che occaſion of chat mgur- 
ir being the dearh of ſome or other defitable perſon in 
the family, thar dearh is che end: of all men.. If the 
dead were not deſirable , chere is flecle or no ovarn > for 
him, 2 Chron.z1. 19,20. Bur if there þe mourning, 
men will fee rheir own ends in his , which is v6, Aer Koa Nate: 
ſome to aur ſpirits, Det. 32,2 9. Lanen.r. 9. In 
are apt wo_—_ the evil day far from them, ſai. 58, [ws 
. 6:3, 
Laty, In the houſe of mourning, we ſhall, by % _ 
acd co rake to hearty whac we ſce; yea to | 
co.our heart, Texr, Not fo readily in an the ff 
ObjeB. Bus doch not rhe heuſe of fea ing wt x9 our 
hearts may ſerieus and ſavoury medizations Y Dots no 
ſer before us, Firſt, & ſpeRacle of Gods bounty , Ft 


ix 
Thankfalneſſe, Pſal.145.18, and Repentance, Rom. 2,45 
cendly-, The Pf Gok of Gods s god aodneſſe legs in the 
verel creatures, A#s 14,217. Thirdly, The wiſdome of "Gods 
providence, preparing and gathering rhe meag and compa- 
ny from ſundry quarters of the wor Kt eoph-l IS. 
ly, The large extent of Chriſtian 
faeces ef iptitet Wd beeyealy 

yen 
14415; Siarhls, Af lng 
rera Ted, we expect oup horles after well _meating 
- -Hifw, Ir is true; a Feaſt ſcrrerh' before us ſpiritual 
wo. LID _ A mans{ wh : Sloſs nie: 


je (make deperpefion on ur ens Thing, 
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The company ar a Fun $06la4 = Ahn 
| [as courle,as ar a Fealt, 
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| 1, To reproye._ Funeral Feaſts : for it : makerh rhe 
houſe of Sarnia and feaſting all one, | | 

\ UVſe2: To reach us the eftate of our nature : God ſeeth ir 
berter for us. to meer with ſad and mourneful Occurrences 
rhen cheerful. | 

Uſe 3. To teach us ſo to lay to heart the death of orhers, 
thar'ir may be better to us then the beſt meals mear, berrer 

eart, eſpecially this of dearh ; more diſtinaly.lay ro heart, 
Firſt, Death it ſelfe. Secondly , the cauſesof ir. Thirdly, 
The effe&s. of ir; Fourthly., The manner of it, Fafthly , 
The ſubje& of ir, | " 

In death it ſelfe ſee a ſpeRacle of thine - own mortali 
Foſb.23.14. 1 Kings 2,2, Wait therefare for a change, 
14, I4, 

In the'cauſes of it, Firſt, Moral or deſerving, look-ar fin, 
Gen.2.19, Rom. 5. 12. eſpecially original fin. - Learne,to 
mortific that , kill rhat, which elſe will kill-us ſoul and. bo+ 
dy. Secondly, Natural diſcaſes ; ſee the evil of corrupt nas 


iſtrares "Firſt , :Juſtly ; learne co fear ſuch wickedneſſe,, 
Hut. 17.13. Secondly , unjuſtly ; learn, conſtancy roxhe 
dearh, Rev.2.10, Secondly, from thicyes- and robbers, and 
then learn, 1, to walk regularly with God , who clſe may: 
and wil deliver into ſuch hands, Exek, 21.:31.'2 If the- man 
flain were godly, learn ro ayoid the miſcenſtruciens which 
are wont to be made of it, Prov. 25. 26, Thirdly ,. from 
ſclfe : eirher through, 1, Diſtreſſe , as Saul. 2 Diſgrace, as 
Achitophel, 3 Deſpaire, as Judas, , Hence learn parienceiin 
. afflition, with faith to proves all ſuch evil, ; vu 
In the manner of it; Firſt, ſome dic, .1. ſuddenly, Jah2% 
I 3, 23, 24. Hence learn, firſt, preparation. for ſudden chau- 
ges ; ſecondly , ſubmiſſion ro reproafs , Prov.2g. 1, a,Lit- 
Eg Jeb 21.25. Hence learn nor patience only,bur lang: 
uffering. Secondly,ſome die diftratted; Learn hence, 1:19» 
commir our ſenſes and underſtanding ts God, 2... Serrle- 
pea of conſcience, which wil keep our minds in Chriſt 
| _ _—__ eur leaſes, Phil.4.3. bs wig 
n the ſubjeQ,1. Somedie in finne, carnall perſeng z 4 
phey dicyGrſt,Eicher as tones,1 Sam. 25 47,38. Hence learn 


gen afeaſt, If rhou art a living man , lay ſad objets.te ' 


rure and life, Rom.6, 23, Thirdly ; Violent. x, From Mas 
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ere ah nyo} the heert, 
Secondly,or preſuming, Matth 7. 22. ones EEE F' 

on a Rock, Matth 7:24, ro ot Thirdly, Or ang, ” 

Jud. Hence learn arc'of finnes agal 

2 NT Ockers dye in Chand thar firſt; eirher din mi 
confliting with deſertions, Matth 27, 46. Sono lang 
live by faich againſt ſenſe, Job 12.15; Euke 23.46. Sd 
ly; or r—nnn r Expreſſing their joy and confidence 
> Tim 4.6,7; $8: 2 foſtiudting and exhorting, arts Gen 49, 
Hence learne;firſt,ro live uprightly and juſtly, Pſalm 37,37» 
Secondly, Boldnefle in Chriſt againft mad Rom 8, 33,39- 


Eccleſn, verſe. 3.4, 
3, Sorrow ka + laughret: 34516 the Talieſe ofthe coun- 


tenance,the heart is berter. 
| 4. The heart -bfs > ie iv the houſe of mourning; hi Vit the heart 
of fools is in the houſe of mart 
b Þ Jo ward trek rebuke of the wiſe, then Swan 
heare the ſong of 
6. For as the © In of thera under a pot, Þ is the Taxghier of 
the fool:thisis alſo vanity. 
n Verſe 2. Solomon had” preferred going rd the houſe of 
mourning aboye going to the houſe of mirth,' 
he gave rwo Reafons before. The wh, hes  from:x Y:pooy' 
* tion of the houſe of mourning,it is th > end of all aiok. "The 
ſecond, \pirituall im ment Which living men 
will make of ic; The living lay it to bearr, y. 2, Now 
in this verſe he giveth nee Reaſon of ir.3 From the pre- 
heminence of forrow above = rer, . Sorrow is better then 
laughter: 'And this he pro from the nes r of a ſad 
conntenance,Hy the ſatneſſe o o& countenance the gr is _ 
better, y,37 © Secondly, from the preheminence of ſuch 
whoſe hearts" are" in the houſe of mournin ores 
whoſe hearts are in the houſe of mirth. The oy fed-he 
horns Jorge J jp of Jo0 in ruſe 
mirth; v. 4, preheminence of hearing 
rebuke'of th& wiſe ( ket Cn ſorrow ) aboye hearing 
{ rheſongof fools, v, 's, The vanity. whereof is atuplified by wy 
'} a compariſon;y, 6.:DYY' here tranſlated ſorrow, w von 
of a root-which fignificth properly-to provoke, as Dent 32, 
| 79. Now. becauſe a man'mi be provoked 'cither ro anger 
or to griefe; therefore rhis word is ſomerimes res an # 
| c 


<a 


int, confider cheſc pom; 

Firſt, right under hands banding hi pin covertly 
mirth , and laughter, when God calleck for Con 
mourning,are boch alike odious to God, Dest. 28. 47; 44, 
Gen.4.6; {ſa 22.12,13, I4, w- 48, 27, By paron. blown. —-» + 
row and ſpixir nw bs rejoycing are bogh 
alike boo God inde table to a man, 2 Cer.3.10 
x1.Neb. 8,10. Thirdly, ſorrow for fin, and upon rebukes for 
gn, ers coder rage 5 
ccleſ 7.5, Fourc ow for outward afflition, is better 
us r ſleight occafians, Theſe rwo latter hold 


and are the fcnſe of the doRring, - 
Web 11.25. Job 36.21. 


Reaſon 2, From. the benefit of a ſad countenance; Air 
Ca from an heart ſcriouſly affe&ed,: fo.ir ſtirrethup 
ous affeQions, medirations,and cenferences in the hearts 

A merty countenance is apt.uo ſtir up ro looſe 
{0-9 vain and frachy medications, affeions, as 


Redfern 2. From the *condiejon of the houſe Cmocatey 
itis a ſurable obje@ to the hearr of awiſe man t His heare 
is there ; ſad objes to the heart, are as ballaſt to the ſhip 


making it to g0 Gadd mhereas the houſe mind ia ah 
" Rep ze to he heart of fools, v.4. 


dn 3, From rhe prcheminence or rn 
rebuke of the wiſe (which cauſech ſorrow ) than 
the he fog of ls which cauſerh mich, 7,5» 

ey Ports x From the greax 


» Pricks to ler our <xrugicn, ragn 


Yeco gan; 13. T8 

on ep Abe 

__ nbily, al hrs Pe 141. 5« Ho 
ls oat vague 


mirths It is 

of wn RO.s ox. Nel ff 
a p6t,w kindled,aad 

pen Is 6 is no good:meledy, Les 


och dave ind go pony AM inthe Perry 


__ SR 


| forſo-ir-is iely ro be tranſlated here. 


«6 $4 

I _ goal of Epicurergich is plex 
Xn 2, To teach us contentment, —— ns 
Ra phono TC TOs arrow an 


35-27, 


ks. Proſperity, char will beſt hold and leaſt corrupe, 


is char which is ſown in falm 126, 5, 6. This fad wia- 
cer-Chriſtmas, (as they callTF) is berrer then all the 
jolliry, wont heretofore to be exerciſed at that rave of 
yeere, | 


et hg gs SET View Gordy 
4 . rqQ in 
p ar ach they. are 7 Tre: Caf mom 


_ TE 
ing humility,wiſcdome, EETEIYE —_ 


Sound feth will abide rubbing; nor galled, They are che 
way of life, Prov 10.17. and money 16 15» 31, 32. 


Eccleſ 7. «Vos 7o 


7. - cnc oppreſſion maketh a wiſe aimed; at eo doheocd 


Sor ly, -1 doe nor finde rhar peak 
ian lo in $cri a8 ix is en pv. 


eth with the Grammar or L of rhe Log —_— 
rence will ſo be made of the ſentence. +. Bartrnſhe' 


| pet. hows Sohows had! Oe g.) It is 
L go—Erlcevecds yu be ny qu ty delong fol 


luftaed by a Similc, gaken from the Bo Cackleg of 


okee 


"9M _ re WY "* "OO 4 FE g 7.44 4 _ » bra ”"q 
under a por,v.6, Of this was ſpoken in the fortmer-yerſe, "4 _ 
, frem the madneſle of the oppreſſion of ſuch a 
reprover, To opprefle a wiſe reprover, t makes a wiſe man / | | 
mad:A wiſe man, whether ir be, 1 The reproved, he will | * 
grow ourragious - Aacomwon. his reprover, asdid Aſg, 2, 
Chron 16. 10. 2 The reprover. Oppreſſion may diſt&@n | 
him, Jer.20.7,8,9. & v, 1gto 18. Secondly, deſtroyes che -| | 
heart (or life) of the gift. ; Gift cannor properly or Gram- | 
marically* be the Nominative 'caſc before the Verb, bur | 
by Anomaly. For ir is of the Fggmitfine Gender, the Verb de- 
Froy of the maſculine;neirher is the ſenſe ſo ſuirable here; 
irdly,” from the excellency of the end of a word, D1 
to wir the word of reproof,aboye the beginning of it; the bez 
ginning of ir nay har! and unpleaſant, the end of - 
it is wholeſome,and medicinable, y-8. | 
Fourthly, from the excellency of the parient in ſpirir( as 
otherwiſe,ſo eſpecially in hearing and bearing the reproofs | 
of the wiſe ) aboye the proud' in ſpirit, v. 8. Whe "on 
he inferrerh a grayc and wiſe admonirion, not to be of an | 
" haſty ſpirit to anger,neirher in hearing reproofs, .nor oF 
rally in any other cafe, taken fromthe proper ſubje& I che 
refidence of anger : for Anger refeth in the boſame of fouls, 


e 9. | 

mw It"is better ro heare and hear rhe rebuke rhe 
wiſe, with ſubmiſſion and parience, then with oppreſſion 
and paſſion, with pride and anger. ' This ſeemerh to dethe | 
very proper ſcope of Solomons words in this place, 2 Sam 12, 
- 7.t013. 2 Chron 19.2,3, 4, 1 Kings 22. 8. Let nor the King 
ſay ſo, Mar 16.23; Gal 3.17, to 14. | | hy 

_ L. JR . madnefle that a wiſe 7 1 
into by oppreſling a wiſe Reprever;in rhar, firſt, he wilkdi- 
te and dhebpe himſclf. 2 Chron 16. 10, Secondly, he 
will deſtroy the hearr and life of the gifr of reptooſt?” It 
will no more profit then Phyficke yomired up, or aplayiter 
caſt aſide,” ndlys he'may alſo'diſtemper and the |} 
reprover, Fer 20.7589. & y.14,ro 20, ' At leaſtzirwill force | 
him ro 76 1 filence, Amos 5,10, r3.This may bz referred to 
the ſecond. FT, + | LNCS 3 

Regſon 2. From- the excellency of the word of 
the end,aboye whatir appeareth in the begitu 
5 Prov 28.33. Phyſicke may be' bitter and 
yet health'by ir,recompencerh thar, --* 


Ls »* O——_T_ aa Fa My : = 
E = & - F 
—_ l \ 


- ſome 


* © in underſtandnig & wiſcdome, Prov47. 27. FF 
_ ſdiviti, a man of a coole ſpirit is of great unde 


' ef grace. In word, Luke 8.15. In affe&ioks, 


Reſon g+ 
"1 * 3 jit : 
—_ 4. Implicd 'in the Text,verſ,8, from 


he rooc of all 


ſe x, To teach us ro eſchew all oppreſſion, eſpecially of 
th cotndhod, argueth us, and makerh amb br 28,16 


- Ir diſcourageth a reprover from purring forth the faichfull- 


now excuſed in his 
and life of a gift, of the- reproofe given, 1 Kings 22,8. & v, 
27,28, 2 Kings 5.12,13. 

Uſe 2. To reach us ro be patient in hearing , and bearing 


. reproofs. The end of them is berter then the beginning ;the 


beginning may ſcene harſh and birter, but the end is whol- 
comfortable,as of all afflitions, Heb 12.11.82 Cor I. 
6.7. & chap 7,8,9,10.11, Ir is not meant of all rhing univer- 
ſally,thar their cnd is better rhen cheir begi nning, ; for: it" is 
otherwiſe in ſome hinge 2 Pet.2,20, Math 12.45. Provao. 
n Bur ir hobdeah in is duty of Adnan 6g all Afi 

tions, inward, outward tot y. All impatience 
_—— pride of ſpirit ; as appearerh. by the oppoſition, 

exty,$s, T.. 

Uſe 3. T6 reach us to exprefſc patience rather then 
pride, -and to preter it buth/in our - judgments, .and in our 
praftice. MM: YM is a man of along breath,which argu- 
eth a paricnrt ſpiric ; men of a ſhort breath, are ſoon hot. .; 
men of hor hearts brearhe quick and ſhorr, 8s ia+chelericke 
and agyiſh men, Patient in ſpirit exceeds rhe proud, firſt, 


condly,in ſtrength and courage, Prov 25.28; & 16.32, 
ly be Pres 22.4, Feurthly,in probing by all mcancs 
\om.f. 3, 4, 5. 


* Somethinke ir their excelleficy and-magnanimiry to beare 
; hocoals arany mans hand but ro give cveryman as as 
he brings, Patience | + cn: ag for cowardiſe ; bur the 
 Spiatof God judgeth © 7 : 


wiſe, 


Eccleſ. 
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ty fri w br anpy for anger reffeth inthe 


Ty * 1 


—_ 


_ £;To be of an haſty fpirir ro anger «Gothuy | 
ir wo dd qople, Prev 14, 19,Jam't. 19, Prov. 16.3; 
The ſpirir s Haſty ro when rariſerh ;Þ 


-our eauſe,Gen'4;5,6, Fond 4:9. is ha [EK | 
cauſe, Second! *—_ without meaſire paſſir ſing 


love ; firſt,” av when inſtead of brotherly aimonii we 
fall to clamour, Rayling, Scolding, nor reproving 
Scripcure names and argumenrs,bur yexarions rermes, 
4; 3x, Secondly, When we arenorfirto pray for 


3'Chran 8.9. Fourth, " Of Julfice, Zach: 1.15. Fi 
due feafon, 1 Afeer ſun-ſerrir hh 4. 26, 27. 2 


cheſe are haſting ' before rhe To ty me or rtion 
bo ng propo 


KR cigar No fubje& of rhe refidencegt 
reſt in the ,ofome of foo tes. WS { 
Ceres off an excuſe which men are'w 
eRFries folifhneſfe. Thongh I be formewhat 
Ithanke God, anger dorh not reſt wich me, Yes, 


a foole; For a man'could nor have anpert fo 
== haftily,if ic did nor reſt with him ; the 
—— bra, reſteth rhere, rhough rhe a&' be quickly 


Ge. I” Cholerich men are ſoon ſtirred , and yer if are 
notall fools; rhe fools are ro_— fa 
ple light fonde-foule; che a5 che dull Af Aﬀle- dio 
melanetvilick,as rhe lanari fool, 
Anſw. A cholericke fool is a frantick foole, my. comn- 
plezron in excefſe is rig ſbjee ro folly,yea ro madnefle ; but 
if choler be ſublueFo reaſon , cholericke men 
could be ſoon hafty,if they ſee cauſe, yer will goes there 
there is none ! 3 of quick ſpeed tt Wor rack; ; Nor 
ran till ke ſee'rauk ; 
QueF. Bur wha folly i is in Anger ? 


are anpry with, Exod 32.29.30,31,32.1 Sam $.6 fr hole 
12,23,8 5; 35. Thirdly ,Of ca Lnke 6. 11.A#; 6 


Auſuy 


Ofour calling A 7,26,x7. Gen 36: 25, wit + Y 7, ways | 


offenders acknowledgement « offence, Luke 17, re 41 


A—_ If thou beeft haſty,anger reſterh wich thee; Ini | 


2 vY | "36: yng- 1g 

de Kings 5.02.08 4-man when bis. hands 

| 'n Fen 
FY 


| Image of God: which auld ſhine 
; farth.in us. He is (low no anger, Pſe 103,Þ.. 
We To caſt diſcogr; 83 ivOwere cup] waver upon 
Do alan. The Sea when ix foamerh anal ragerh 
[+ 


and a. por NC 

: but a-man boyli bock 

arecceth his own ſhame, and yer ep th i filah wichin, 
faci d Ague, Re 


= — 


Kpb4,26, 2 Byr ir much ITS 


67 i; 4 Ir: Tom anger rolking i 
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10, not. then, What is the tha the former were 
TN > for abou b rm 
ney Solomon 
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4 4 s 1 wi! Chaprer - | , 
"% &C<4AEM; | mw _—— 
| things of good account in the world, in 


pariſon' _  ching nr n> 2 oro | 
preferred, Firſt, A good name ea ment.” Se. 
condly, [The da Be death before the birth day. © Thirdly, 
To go torhe houle of mourning, before going to the houſe of 
feaſting, ..Feurthly, To heare rhe r of the wiſe be- 
fore the ſong of fooles. In this yerſe he goerh on with'the 
like ent, Nor preferring elder times e the preſenc; 
though' men generally arc apt ſarodoe, Parts two, 3 A 
ohibition Of raking it for grnared that elder rimes are 
erter chen-rheſe, and. of the enquity afcer the reaſon of it; . 
Say not thou, whar is it that the former times were: better * 
then theſe > 2. Arcaſon of rhe prohibition raken fromthe” 
want of wiſedome in ſuch an apprehenfion,and enquiry ; for 
_ doſt not enquire wiſely; or our of wiſedome concerning 


Do 1, The ordinary - conceir that men have of the 
excellency of former rimes aboye theſe, and 'rheir ordinary ©: 
i 1quir) into.. the reaſon rhereof, is nor out of wiſedome,” 

aeathen Aurhors may be quoted, nor for divine or Eyange* 
calipoyncs,but narurafl or morall.Both heathen and Chri 
. © Mans are wonr:to have ſuch aconceir , rhart former rimes 
were- berter. - Horace his old man, -is laudator temporis aFiSe 
wers. Againe,fairh he, Damnoſa quid non imminuit dies? tas 
parentum pejor Avis talit Nos nequiores nox daturos- Progegiem 
em, Boetius de conſolatioge Philoſophie. Fortunata, nimt- 
mn pour Xitos, G& Co ” 
Thus ordinarily men extoll rhe cheapneſle of former times, 


their great heſpitaliry,cheir kind neighbourhood ; rheir ho- 
neſt dealing ; their skilfull workmanſhip, - none ſuch now 
a dayes;their libcrall almes deeds, their deyour piery, their 
deep wiſedome, their valiant-a&ts ; The reaſons which 

are wont to give of it, are not wiſe +; as, Firſt Laſs 
nanra;, The decay of the ſtrengrh and of nature in 
the world and all che creatures, Bur this is no good reaſon ;* 
for nature decayed by the flood ; yer the rimes have been 
berrer. Secondly,T cfle of the old religion, Jer; 144- 
27,18. The Hearhea thought the Empire 


more 
under che worſhip of Jupiter and other falſe Gods,\phenun-" 
der Chriſtian Religion, The deyourer Pape nk che 
falnc,that it was a betrer world under their Religion, + 


thea 
oury 


w —— 
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© ours; bur if the old a have been worſe , vhs | 
ins rimes may be nar ow ew a ef, 224.23. 
Thirdly ; The change of times which {ome think are-al- 
wayes for the worſe, So Emanuel $4. Bur neither t1mrs nor 
ſtarres were made to rule us.” - aArT 

Regſon of the want of wiſdome of ſuch a conceit and 
ſuch inquiry, Firſt , From rhe like eſtate of former times 
as of theſe ; no new ching under the Sun Eccleſ. 1.9. 

Sceondly, From rhe cauſe of the worſe-appzarance of 
preſent times, from fond miſtakings. As, Firſt, In youth 
want of  Judgeinent ro diſcerne and judge of good- or e- 
vil, Thy Judgement then was green - and raw ; young 
mens ſpir.rs are green and cheerful; and ſo looking 
thcough a green glaſſe ( as it were ) thou ſaweſt all things 
green and pleaſant, Old men are ſplenetick and ſad, and ſce 
all rhings through darke and ſad fames, and ſo according]y 
thinke hardly of them. Behdes by herrer experience , old 
men now can diſcerne much evil , which before they could 
+ Not obſerve, Secondly, Through ignorance of hiſtory, which 
ſpeak-rh of as bad rimes as 0.rs, Or elſe through the choice 
that Hiſtorians make to rell of norable matters, and negleR 
common occurrences beſides, irs pleaſant ro read in ſories 
of great watres, and exploits; bur ro feel them would 
ſecm Tragical» Thirdly, Through following ſenſe in this 
conceit , evils preſent ſeem worſt, as in governments ſo in 
the whole life of man. Fourthly , Through diſcontenement 
with a mans own perſonal condition, and envy at others, 
' and vaine glory in our ſelyes; hEnce Neffor, Oh mihi preteritos 
referat fi, &c. Vitio malignitatis humane vetera ſemper in laude , 
preſentia faſtidio- eſſe, Tacitus. Fifthly , T _— curiolity , 
whileſt men look more art others then themſelves, whereas 
if eyery min laboured to amend himſclfc,: che: gimes would 
Joon amend, 

gs 3. From the true eſtate of this marrer, which m 
* be diſcerned and obſeryed in theſe particulars, Firſt, When 

* Princes: nnd people are good in Gods fight, the times are 
berter, 2 Chron. 15.1,to 6, Prov.2 9.2, when they are wicked, 
then worſe, bid. Jey. 22.15, ro 18, Lgvit. 26, throughout ! 
Dent. 28. Davids time better then Sanls i But Rehaboams 


L30hs, 


ww 
« 
Id, 
a 
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| afterwards worſe, Secondly, When- Churches are well ad- 


miniſtred, and encouraged th2rein, the rimes are bertergelſe 
worſe, Hoſ,2.16, to 24, with verſe 8, 9. Thirdly , Some« 
tires the rimes axe berrer.'fox ſomething, aad warſe bot Q* 
os : Þ- thers-: 
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T22z' _ ECCLESIASTES. - 

thers, boelys+ formerly and after. Davids time berter then 
Solomone for warre -and noble vitorics. Solomons berter 
ifor «peace 'and-plenty , and,þuilding-and Merchandize, In 


the ſame times, one place may be.growing better, when a- . | 


nother groweth worle -: Epheſus may be decaying, when 
Thyatyra encreaſerh,Rev:2.4,19.Some in every age arc 
even now there be men antiqua fide, priſcis moribus; Andlome 
inevery age are-naught, \ 

Reaſon 4 From the principal cauſe of all paſſages in the 
world : which is nor mans weakneſle , or goodnefle , bur 
chiefly rhe : wiſe and ſtrong and gaod providence . of God: 


who preſcaterh every age with a new ſtage of aQts and ' 


ators, rCor4.9, And if a Poet would not preſent his 
Spe&Rators bur with choyce variety of matters, how much 
lefle God > 
'r Objeft. Nebachadnezxars _ may ſecme to implyade- 
cay of each age, from gold ro lalyer, Goa filyer to bralle, at 
laſt ro Iron, Dan.2.31,32,33, 

Anſw. Firſt, This Image concerned times 400 yeares af- 
rer Solomons dayes, Secondly , After all thoſe Monarchics 
deſtroyed, rhe Jatrer times will be beſt, Dan.7.27, with 
chap. 2, 44. Thirdly, The Lmage dorh not decipher the 
manners '( to wir, yertues, or vices) of the times, but 
the ſeveral conditinns of the Monarchies, That of Babel be- 
ing more till of Majeſty, Dan.4.36. and Peace , Jer, 29,7. 
Fhat of Perfea inferiour herein, Dan, 9,25, troublclous rimes, 
That of Macedonia miaking* ſtrong and loud noiſe like braſle, 
Thar of Rome cruſhing all che former like Iron, 

Vſe 1, To reach us ro obſerve the deprayation of nature , 

- 4rrthe blindnefle of our minds : who are ſo far from dilcer- 
"ning ſpiritual things, 1 Cor, 2, 14, that we cannot righely 


judge of moral or civil chings, Rom,1,21, Jude 10, Gyn.6.5- ' 


Uſe 2, To reprove the fond admiration of elder | mah 

though rhere-be uſe of antiquity , and of che ſtudy 'of anui- 

oy , yernot t9 approve all their ſayings and doings , 4s 
it Fa 


Uſe 3, To ftirre-us up ro a-wiſe- conſideration of our pt 
ſenc timies, and the amendment thereof ,For this nit, 
Every one to-endeavour to/amend one, and 3s many maſh as 
are-under thcir:charge, Joſþ,24;13,Secondly,Confider and icc 
ro the good adminiſtration of Churches , If Joſeph in the 
houſe cf Jatobbe fald into Egypt, look 'for-a pub Lig rr 
| Yo 
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Chap 7 Verſa 11,12 © 
,Ltrt Magiſtrarcs and Courrs walke it ri | 
and peace. The whole Gountry fareth the berrer for ir. 


Eccleſ7.i1, 32. | 
11, Wiſdome is good with an inheritance : and by it there is profit 
ro them that ſee the _ _ if 
12, For wiſdome is a defence, and "money is a defence: but the 
excellency of knowledge is , That wiſdeme giveth life to then 
that have it. 
O0lomon in the former yerſe , having ores it ro ſpring 
from want of wiſdome, re conceive former times to 
be alwayes berrer rhen the laeeer , and to enquire (as men 
otdinarily doc) of the rbaſon rhereof : He giverh in theſe 
and the followiag ic tte oe pe obleryarions,touching 


the bertrer and wotſe cſtare of above another ; as aC, 
time, fo for his own 2i Firſt, For his own time , 
wherein wiſdome and wealoh abounded ; he tclleth us noc 
thar it was berter than erker times, but that it was (ſo far 
forrh) a good timic ; Wiſdenyſairh hegis good with an inheri- 
rafee, and profirable for men, v.11, And this he proveth , 
x. From the benefir which cirher of them yield apart : wiſ< 
dome is a defence, or rather a proteQion or. refreſhing , and 
money is the like, v.12. Secondly, From the more exceHMenr 
beef of wiſdom, bur che excellency of wiſdom is, ic giveth 
life ro rhe owners of ir,v.1 2. Secondly, He calleth us ro:con- 
fidex the work of Ged in the eſtare of the rimes ;/ as in his 
own age, fo in cvery age : and the mmſufficiency of any man 
ro thake ſtraight char which God hath. made crooked, verſe 
13. and therefore te make a good uſe of the vicifhitude of 
changes from age to age, verſe 14, Thirdly, He declarerh 
that in che beſt rimes, ar leaſt in hisown time, he hath ſeen 
much evil, which he ſpecifyerh , verſe 15. to the end of the / 
' Chapter; and ſome good, verſe 19.28; 

Doe#.1. Wiſdome and wealth arc rchen moſt profitable 

. = doe then moſt good ) when they are enjoyed rogerher , 
or when they are met rogerher), Ic is then beſt for any 


* perſon in whom they are ſomer, and beſtfor any age, when 


cheſame age <njoycrh borh, Thus auch God implyerh in 

his blelkng of Solomon, 1 Kings 3.10, to 1g. Forhe preterrerh 

Solomon above all former and preſent Kings in reſpe of the 

concutrrences of borh cheſe, 

Redfon 1, From the or Py chac is found in cy wil- 
2 me 
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dome or wealth alone. Of wiſdom alone, Firſt, It'is\noc 


heard nor regarded, -Ecclef. 9. 16, Secondly, it ſcldome; get» 


reth up to ſuch places of authoriry , where it may pur forth, | 


ic ſelfe, Prov. 19. 7. He wanrs friends to ſpcake and make 
way for him. Of wealth alone, Firſt, ir lyerh unprofitably 
by us, neirher doing our ſelves or others thargood it might, 
Prov. 17. 16, Luke 8.14. Secondly, It maketh men worſe, 
Eccleſ. 5. 13, Proud, 1 Tim.6. 17. Coyctous, Hab.2.5. and 


Churlith, 1 Sam.25- 10,11, Thirdly, Ic expoſerh us to con- | 


rempt, I Sam.25.2F. 

Reaſon 2, From {ome benefit in eicher of them alone, 
Wiſdome is a defence , rhe word is a ſhadow in the Text, 
Which is, Firſt, For defence, Fſal.17. 8, Secondly, For re- 


freſhing, Iſay-25.4,5. Wealth is a defence and refreſhing, .* | 
1. Againſt hunger , thirſt, cold, nakednefle, and injuriesof 7} 


Suirs, 2. Precuring us many friends, Prov. 14, 20. and ma- 


Lens 


ny other outward comforts, Eccleſ, 10, 19. Wiſdome isa. © 


defence and refreſhing, Firſt, As canveighing us underthe * 


wings of Chriſt, Matth.7. 24,25. and fo, 1, Giving life to 
us, anddireQion to our way 2, Defending us from- lin, 
hell, wrath, Foh.2g.28. and affliftions and evils, Prov. 22, 
35. Secondly , Counſelling others for their good , Eccleſ.. 
10+10, 

Rea. 3. From rhe compleat profit of both wiſdome and 
wealth rogether, For, 1. Wiſdome employerh wealth, to 
the beſt advantage, both for another world, Luke 16. 8, 9. 
and for this w_ - Firſt, For our ſelves and others inthe 
education of children, Secondly, In peace and warre, Prov. 
24.5,6. 2 Wealch employeth wiſdome ro- the beft adyan- 
rage, It is a Crown to the wiſe , Prov.14.24. A Crown for 
Honour and Authority, Hoſ.1 3.1. Iob having loſt his wealth, 
loſt his honour and authority, 1ob 2.9. throughout , compar 
with Chap.3o, 1,9, to 13. 

Uſe 1. To refute rhe Popiſh opinion of the perfeQion of 
th- eſtate of voluntary poverty. 


Vje 2. To ſhew us the feeble and cumforrleſle eſtare of 
_ . Cuch as want borh wiſdome and wealth, 


Vje 3. To reach. wiſe men roſeck for wealth, and weal- 
thy men for wiſdome. And all that want berth, to ſeek both. 
It -icher alone be fo helpful, how much more both roge- 
th :» > If eicher alone b2 defeftive, nar ſo both together, 

Uje 4. Torcach ſuch as would marry, to ſcek both theſe 


rogether , 


h 

c 
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rogerher, if rhey-may be had. Bur lec-che- wealthy men ra. - 
cher ſeek a wiſe wife, as Devid did Abigel, than a-wealthy, / 

Uſe 5: Toreach us what uſe ro-mak?- of them both roge- 
oerher, for a defence and refreſhing. -- 

Vſe 6. To preferre w ifd6me » a3 wealch; wiſdome iss 
rhe more excellent” as giving life, Texr. If we truſt in uhe 
ſhaddow of wealth, we ſhall finde-it (like Fonabs gourd ) 
failing us when we haye moſt need. Prov. 11. 4, Therefore 
crack not thy conſcience for wealth, Prov.io. 2, 


Eccleſ. 7. 13, 14. 
13. Confider the works of God : for who can make ſtrait what he 
hath made crooked ? | 
14, In the day of proÞerity be joyfull ,, but in the day of adverſity 
 confider © God alſo. hath ſet the one againſt the other, to the end. 
that man fhould finde nothing after him. 3%. 
I* Wharſocver the eſtare of times be, it is our part ro. 
conſider the work of God as ſo diſpoling rhe rimes,and 
in ſerting good and eyil times one againſt another ; and ac-, 
cordingly in good times to be in goodneſs ; and in ill rimes 
ro look ar Gods hand as only able roamend therein. As 


. 


'whoſhould ſay, look not art the creature as the chiefe agent 


in the eſtate of the times, bur conſider his hand, in, all 

Orgs and make uſc of them, as 'his hand leadeth. yato , 
ob 1x, 21, : | 

- I» It is Gods work,firſt,to ſend, 1, Good rimes,2 Chron. 2:11. 

2.Evil times, Prov. 28. 2. Secondly , to: ſer good and evil 

rimes ina vicillitude or enterchange, one contrary over. ar 


| poked another, Jer. 18. 7, 9. In good. times, firſt, God ma- 
r 


h mens, or at leaſt ſome chiefe mens keare and waies, 
right before him, 1 Sam. 13.14, Secondly, God giverh them 
a right courſe, and good ſucceſs in their proceedings, ex.22. 
Is,T6. 2 Chyon.19.3,4,5. In cvil times,farſt, God giveth men 
up ro the crgokedneſs of their own hearts and waies, Pſal, 


28,5: & $1, 11, 12,2 Chron, 28. 1, Secondly, God ſenderh 
rhearcrofs and crooked ifiues of their waies, 2 Chron, 28. 1, 


ro 6, & v:16, to'20, Ter. 22,19,18,19. Pſalm 18.26. 

z,'God ſerreth rheſe good and evil-times enterchangeably 
one again another. Saxls times were bad, the times of Da- 
vid and Solomon good ; Rehoboam and Abjam bad, Aſa and 


- Tehoſophat good. loram and Toaſb bad; Urziab and Fothan good, 


Abax bad ; Hezekiah good. Manadſſeth and Amon bad z Jafras 
I 3 good 
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good ; or drae end Sicy 1-5 6 beet the eapti- 
Vi TU. . | | 
Reaſon rt. From Gods' peoples abuſe of Profpetirv, unto 
ſelfe confidence, Pſal. 30.5,7. and Ltnxury, Dewe. 32.1 5. Hence 
followeth calamiry and adyzrfiry, 
Rea. 2. = ws, humiliation and Reformation of Gods b 
people in adverfity, Hoſ.5.ts. withichap.6.1,2, - | | 
_ 3. To the we ſhould finde nothing after God ; 
as in the Texr. To wit, firſt, no ſtability in the creature , 
bur unſcrled viciſfitudes;. Secondly, No fault in. God and 
his adminiftrations. So rhe phraſe and word is taken, lobn 14, 
I 2. 4 DR. : 
3. Accordingly it is our parts , in good times ts be in 
goodneſs, v.14. It implicth, Firſt,ro'be in a good frame. S8+ _ | 
condly, ro take a och qurle. —_— to-be of cheer | 
or comfort, re be joyfull, As husbandmen” make Hay when | 
the Sunne ſhineth, and Marriners hoyſe up and-fſpyeag | 
abroad their ſajles when the wind blowerh faire, Ae 


T 9. 3T. ; I 6-40 $ 
B Reaſ.1. From Gods expeRation of ſtore of good fruit in | 
» ſuch rimes, Iſa.g. r, to 4. 

Reaſon 2. Gods ſudden change of riracs, when vhey 
are thus abuſed, Iſay 5,5, 6. Deut.28.47,48. 

In evil times to look at Gods hand,as only able ro amend 
them, Prov. 21.1, 

Regſon 1. From Gods foyeraign power over, firſt, Mens 
ork Prov.21.1, Secendly, the change of times, As 1. 7+ 

.31.15. 

Reaſon 2, From the unprofirablenefs of all the uſe of 
creature-means and helps without God, Iſay 22.8, to 14, Hoſt 
$,H3,14, 2 Chro.28.20, 21, | | 

ſe 1. To teach us in all the eftare of times , not ro look | 
ſo much ar rhe Creatures or Inſtruments, bur at the bang of | 
God, If Princes be wicked, God giveth ſuch, and the pev- 
ple into rheir hands, Hoſ. 13, rr, Zach. 11,6. If Pringey be 
good, the Lord giverh ſuch as a favour to his people, 3:C bro. 
2.11, Hearhens could fay, Deus nobis hac otla fecit. 

Vſe 2, To reach us, whatever the times be, not to logle at 
them as unchangeable ; for God wil ſer one of rhema'con- 
rrary to another, and we know not how fon 4 

Uſe 3, To reach us therefore in good 'rimes to be in good- 
hefs ; thar is, Firſt, be in a gaod and thankful frame, DL, 2 

. C y 


uo” 5 Fn,” $77" 
F5'9.31, be fruitful, 


—_— CE a 
| be of rode 11; a. off from hinfu) courſes 
g rrangquiiury, Dan;4,27. = © 
Oſt To teach us/in ilt rtimes , 'not chiefly ro quarrel 
che creature, muchleſs ro' quarrel Gods [rovicknces (Iay 8: 
Þ1> Neither ro imagin that we can redreſs the eyilof the 
times by our own wiſdome or power ; No, look we rather u 
ro Gad , who can make ftreighr, that which is ctooked; byeli 
in mens hearts, waics, or eſtarcs, And; rherefore uſe-we ſucly 
means as may prevaile-with him ſo ro doe. Kt 
Means : Firſt, Ler our uncircumciſed hearts be humbled 
- ro accept of che puniſhmenr of our inzquities,and ro confeſſs 
our iniquiries, and the iniquitics of our fathers ; where wo 
have Confeſhion, and Contrition, Lev.26.40. 41. Secandly, 
look up ro Chriſt our Redeemer, the Prince of the Kings of 
the carrh ro deliver us, Jadg.10.15;, Thirdly ſerious Refars 
mation, Judg.10.15. 


Ecclef;, 7- 15, 16, 17, 18: | 
15, All things have Iſcen in the daies.of my vanity ! there is «- 
Jai man that periſheth in his rightecyſneſſe, and- there: #4 a 
wicked man that prolongeth.hix life in his witkedneſſe. 
16, Be not righteous over much, neither make thy ſelfe over wiſe : 
why ſt-rhou die be fore thy time ? BY 
17. Be not evermuch wicked, neither be thou, fooliſh : why 
ſbouldeft thou d,ie before, thy time ? Ta HIS. 
1 & It 5 goed that thau ſhouldeft-take hold of this yea, alfo from this 
withdraw not thy hand: for he that feareth G'od © ſhall com 


orth of them all. 
-Oherence, ſee in verſe x1, 12. 
Do#r.ln the beſt times of Church and Commonwealuls, 


a wiſe man may obſeryc, There arc juſt men that perith in 
their righrcouſnefle , and there are wicked men 'thar 'con- 
tinue long in their wickedneſs, By periſhing, ſundry un- 
derſtand cruſhing and breaking, or oppreflion in their righ- 
reouſnefle , in their righteous and juſt cauſe '; as Neboty'in 
Adabs rime, x Kings 21. 13. and Abimelech in, Sapls time, 1 
Sam, 22. 16,18, 19, Bur it will be hard, if nor impofſtble, co 
ſhew ſuch an inſtance in, Solomons time, rhgugh in Dayids 
time Priah fo periſhed ; bur that, was before Solomon 
was burn. But he ſpeaketh of what he had ſeen, in 
his ticze, By. a wicked man continuing long 1n, his. wic- 
| Te " kedneſs, 
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in wickedneſs ; But his hfe is not in the Tex Andf that 
were the ſcfiſe , it would croſs his reaſon whichhe giveth 
in v. 17, why they ſhould not continue long in wicked- 
neſs: taken "Ds x ſhorrneſs.of rhe lives of ſuch ; for why 
(houldeſt thou die before thy time > 1 rake ic therefore by a Juſf 
man, is meant, ſuch a juſt man as is juſt in his own righte- 
guſneffc, and ar laſt decaycth and periſherh in ir. The ſame 


word is tranſlated voyd, Deut. 32,28, wyd of counſel, is, peri- 


ing in cheir counſels, So the rich man is {aid ro fade away 
and periſh in his waics , as rhe flawer pcriſherh and faderh 
in the hear of rhe Sun} John 1. 11. Thus the Jewes cſtab- 
liſhing rheir own righreouſnelle » Rom. 10.3,zperiſhed in 


their righteouſneſſe, and did nor obraine the righteouſnefle * | 


of Chriſt, Rom.11,7, and 9,3 1,32, And thus Solomon might 


ob'erve many in his age; and like enough an eminent man . 


inthe Church, Abzathar the high Pricſt, 1 Kings 2.26,27, 
Exekjel obſerved many ſuch in histime , Exek, 18.24. Thar 
many doe continue long in their wickednefle, appeareth by 
Solomons teſtimony, Eccleſ.8,12, by Davids, wits 8.21, by 
Jobs, Job 3,2. by Iſat.65.20, 


- Reaſons of the juſt mans perjſhing in his righrtcouſneſle, x, 


From the carnalnefle of ſuch a juſt mans hearr, his nature is 
not boxne anew , but only awed by ſome power, either of, 
Firſt, Legal Terrours, Deut,5.27. Secondly , Good Educa- 
tion,'2 Chy0n.24.2,17,18. Thirdly, Good Campany : Such as 
rerurne to eyil, were alwayes dogs and ſwine , though 
waſhed and cleanſed, 2 Pet.2.18,22, 

Reqſon 2. From Gods reje&iqn of all ſelfe-confidence, lerz 
2.27, Luke 18.9,14. 1 Sam.2.9. 

Reaſon 3- From rhe power of the ſpirit of the Goſpel xo 
blow upon and wither all his carnal anq moral cxcellency, 
| {ſai.a0.6,7,8, | 

Reaſon 4. From the ftabiliry only of faith in Chrift, and 
the rightcouſneſle of faith. Iſai,7.9.2 Cor.1.24. Rom:11.20. 

Reaſons, of the wickeds long continuance in wickedneſlyy 
3. From rhe ſutcablenefſſe of it ro our nature, Gen.6.5, Job 
I5,16. Jer.11,15. | | 


Regſon 3. From Gads judicial leaving of men rotheir 
- gwn wayes , eſpecially after refuſal of meanes of grace » 
Faek.2441 3. Reval, | 
1. Nor to be righteous oygr-much, yopſe 16, _—_ 
| P 


kedneſs , they underſtand prolonging bis daies , or his life” 


wo 
n 
oy 
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Firſt, Poe not continue in this righreotiſnefſe, in the ſame. 
ſoofe as,be net wicked oy ja ay Secondly, Make . not 
roo much of ir:for upon Tryal , Ir neither is our righteouſ-' 
nefle, Phil 3, 7,8. nor a good evidence f it;rruſt nor in it 3 
Luke 18 9, It is a mercy if God ſhake us our of ir, Adouble 
ſhaking is requiſite to enjoy a ſerled Liga Rabi UE 
of our carth which was Yo law,Heb 12,26. Secondly, of 
our heaven which is by the conyiRion of our righteouſneſs 
a which we place our heaven upon earth) ro be lofle and 
rofle rill we come to parrake in Chriſt, and faith in him, 
Vſe 2. Not to be wicked oyer much,rthar is;nor to multiply 
wickedneſfle by contiauing long in, ir, not make moreof 
wickedneſſe then it is worth, by promiling our ſelyes reſt i 
it,Deut 29,19. Pſal 36.2. nor make your ſelyes more wick 
then you are,as Cain did by deſpaire, Gen 4. 13, T 
U 


: &'3 


-- 


e 3. To humble us in rhe ſenſe of the corruprion of our 
nature,who are ſooner weary of our righteouſnefle, then.of 
our wickedneſſe, In the one we decay, inthe other we conti-, 
gue long, oe 


Eccleſ.7.16,17,18. 
16, Be not righteous overmuch,neither make thy ſelfe over-wiſe : 
why ſboulde$t thou deftroy thy ſelfe 2 ah Ry 
17. Be not overmuch wickgd,neither be thou fooliſh : why ſhould- 
eft thou dhe before thy time ? ae. 
I8, It 5s good that thou ſbeuldeſt take hold of this, yea alſo from 
this withdraw not thine hand ; for be that fegreth God fhall 
come forth of them all. | 
N che former verſe, Solomyn delivered his third obſerya- 
tion touching the eſtate of the preſent times, ro wir, rhat 
notablc things he had obſerved in his own rime, Firſt, rhar 
he had obſerved in the dayes of his yanity, a juſt man pe 
riſhing in his righteouſneſſe ; and a wicked man hol 
our long in his wickednefle, A Second, ſee verſe 19, A 
Third,ſce yerſe 20. A Fourth, ſee yerſe 21.22. A Fifth, 
ſee verſe 23,24, A Sith, ſee verſe 25, 26. Bux from thar 
ſt abſcrvation ; Solomon inferreth.a double Corollary, 
Firſt, Againft excefliye righreouſnefle, which he diſſwaderh 
from; 1, By the diſeaſe accompanying ir, which is over- 
much wiſedome :.2. By the anger following it; Why wilt 
thou deſtroy thy ſelfe > Sec , Againſt continuance __ 
| growrl 
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17. the acceprance of both cheſe counſels by ewo 
motives; x By the goodnefle of both. 2, By rhe help of God, 
ro eſchew borh the contrary evils, verſe 18. Be not righteous 
over much ; Firſt, Some take rhis and the next verſe to be 
ſpoken by Solomon in the perſon of an Epicure or carnal Po- 
ritian ': Seeing righteous men do ſomerime periſh in their 
rightcouſneſſe, when wicked men prolong their dayes in 
wickedneffe; It is a goed courſe nor co be over juſt. And yer, 
left rhat ſhould ſeem roo grofle and offenſive, It is a good 
courſe alſo not ro be oyerwicked , bur to keep, a meane be- 
tween. both, But if Solomen e inthe perſon of rhe wick- 
ed, he would not ſecond it with his own approbarion of 
the grodecks of both courſes, verſe 18. Behdes Solamon 
not leave ſuch corrupt counſell withour ſome aſper- 
foi of folly or vanity upon it, as he dorh in the like caſe 
Eccleſ.4, 5,6. Verſe 5. ſhewerh verſe 6. ro be ſpoken in the 
perſon of the ſloathfull man, 

Secondly, Others: think by juſt overmuch, he, meanerh 
rigorouſly juſt, who wilt remie.no puniſhments, nor debts 
nor rights, bur exa& juſtice ro extremity, And indeed had 
Nevid puniſhed, Joab for his: murder, of Abner and' Amaſa, he 

had deſtroyed himfſelfe, 2 Sam 3, 39, Bur, that oyermuch 
righreouſnefle is oppoſed.ro clemency or moderation ;where- 
as this here is op ro wickednefſe. | 
: —_— . wn therefore underſtand Goth hreouſhefle 
ere ſpoken. of ro he Univerſalis juſtitia, univerſall righreonſ 
eſſe, oppelite ro all work — Bur neither gh 70 be 
the, meaning of the word, here. For, 1, No man can exce: 
in thar righteoufneſſe, he cannor be oycrmuchrighreous in 
thag ſenſe, no, though he were as rightequs as Angels, as 
Chriſt Jeſus, yea, infinitely righreous as God is, Pſa 16, 3. to 
the excellent. 2, Neither can a man in Scriprure gr 
be faid to goime that rigueecngYe though he 
J- for ir. Steven dying for his righrcouſneſle or any other 
Afys is neyer faid ro pcrith in his ri ncontijelſe by eo 
lorifie God, Job 21. x8, 19. yea and to ur- and prefetre 
Fimſelfe, 2 Timm 213+, 2 Cor 4, 17, Bur in Scripture phraſe 
a man. is ſaid co pexifd in his iniquity, Joſh 33.20. | 
Fourrhly,Ir remaineth therefore that by overnauch right 
c 


_— 


tv the diſcaſe accompanying ir, Folly ; be nor fooliſh : Se- 
condly,By the danger following ir, untimely Dearth, verſe 
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wiſedome above thar which is wricteng? Cer. 4, 6. Of chis o- 
vermuch righteouſneſs rhere'be three: forts: 1, Thar which, is 
called Legal righirequſneſs ; ſo called, ner becauſe ir is ans 
ſwerable ro the law, bur becauſe juſticiaries rake it fo , ag 
Paul ſamerimes did,and ther Jewes,and Papiſts, Phil. 3.6; 

Queſt t. But hgw can this he overmuch, which is over- 
little > p 


Anſw. As wiſedome is called over-much, which yer falterh 


ſhoxr of rrue wiſedome ? 2A 
Queſt. 2. Wherein Randgrh the overmuchneſle of this 


' righteouſneſs '> 


w. 1. In a mans overmych efteeme of ig,and overmpch 
confidence of his own eſtate by it ; He rakerh ir ro be true 
righteouſneſs; whereas ir is neicher true Fuſtificarion,, * 
3. 7, 3. nor SanRification, os wherent righreouſnels,, M 
5.20. 2 ln a wang overmuch confidenay of his abuity by 
rhe Grengrh, of ic 3 The Iſralizes by it undertook and yew- 
ed univerſall obedience; which without a þ:trer Bear t 
could not performe, Det. 27. 29. As firſt, wheri we 
ſump to walke in rhe Rrengrh of ic,and nor by: faigh in Chr 
Math 26. 33: 35. Secondly, when we diſcern no defe@ in 
our beſt duties, Neb, 13.22. Thirdly, when: we thigke we 
have earned any reward at Gady hagd by ir, | 

3. Righaequſneſls of warks of Supererogation, Micel.6.6,7 
works _ what the law required ; in which, alld 2 man 
may. peri 

3-  Righrgouſneſs of workes of good. incention,as thar of 
U intending tg ſave the Arke by rouching it againſt 
the Law, 2 $4m-6. 6. with Numb 4.15. In which he cel 
2 Sam 67. So-Sauls ſacrifice our of a good intention , 
againſt a Commandement,loſt his Kingdome, 1 Ham. 13. 12. 
13,14. Sec alſogr Sam 5.2 1,12,23. 
4.* Rightcouſneſs inherent ; prized above the Word ; 
Right fle of a cauſe over cagerly maintained 3 as in 
Jobs caſe, juſtifying himſelfe rather then Ged,, which was 
evexmuch righteouſnclle. Yer this fourth may be racher 
handled as a Rary in the verſe; for no-man periſherh 
in this right, coujnefle.though he may fall, foully. 

Do#. Exceſls oh rightcouſneffe, or,to be righteous aver- 


- - 


- much, is accompanicd with an overweening conceit of a 


mans 
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mans own wiſedom&and followed with cauſclefle deftrutr Þ 
eng. Weap RUE LS: | _; ke Pp -*2; 8 
Solomon joyning this warning, Neither make t e overs" 
wiſe,to the forrmer,Be not righteous over much, Net that” ' 
an oyer-weening conceirt of our own wiſedome, doth accom-" 
any overmuch tighreouſnefle, And adding this Reaſon' * 
For why wilt thou deſtroy thy ſelfe ?] He imply:rh,that rheſe 
will procure deſtru&ion, and that without cauſ:. And there» . 
fore be asketh,why ? = 
Reaſon 1, Why ir is accompanied with overmuch wiſe- 
dome ; becauſe it makerh -us wiſe withour the word, and 
above the word,which = not to be,x Cor 4.6, The word 
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_ 
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is the rule of wiſedome, Eſay 8.20. 

Regſon 2. Why it,is followed with certaine danger of de- 
ftru&ion;becauſe, Firſt it is eyer joyned with pride, which 
is a furerunner of deſtruQtion, Prov 16, 18. Secondly, it re- 
fleRcth imperfeRion and inſufficiency upon Gods wiſcdome 
and-word: For ir is lefe diſhonour ro God, that a man dye 
a ſinne againſt the word, then a good duty above the word. 
The one arguerh frailry and impertefion in us, the other 
in Gad,. Thirdly, it ſubmirrerh nor it ſelfe ro che righre- 
ouſneſs of Ehriſt, bur men in it gee abour to ſer up a Savi- 
eur withqur Chriſt,and againſt him, Rem 9.31, 32, with 
11.7. Chriſt is indeed our wiſedomc,rr Cor 1.24.and righre- 
ouſneſs,r Cor 1.30, Fer 23.6, 

Uſe x,. To preyent and refute the miſ-applying of this 
Tex to the reproach and diſcouragemeant of growth and 
forwardneſs.in grace and Chriſtian duties, Even the Hea- 
then Philoſopher Ariftetle could ſay ; Though vertue con- 
ſiſterh.in a mediocrity between two extreams ; yer nor ina 
mediocrity of degrees of goodnefle, bur in a hyperbole” of 
exceſſe; Politic.l. 7.c 1. Yea, it reproyeth the dcſpifing 
legal duties ; for rhough they be nor righrcouſheſſe, 'yer 
they are gifts of the ſpirir, reſtraining from linne, conſtrai 
ing to duty, and a greater gift from God then Riches or 
henour,Braſle is nod, onely it is counterfeir, when it 1s pur 
off for Gold. 

Uſe 2. To difſwade and dire from all this excefſe of 
righteouſneſle here forbidden ; nor frem the duries , "bur 
from raking rhem for our rightcouſneſle ; when we have li- / 
ved long in them, they are cither our righteouſneſs impured 
or inherenr, 

Queſt. 


— Yo” S7 ag; 


4 | Obſerve ifthis do not urrerly pull downe all our” hi 

'S thoughts of former worrh in our ſelves, Prov 30. 2. and 
'- not make us ſcnfible of our own diſability ro any duty, -2 

F Cor 3.15. If the Lord thus carry us , it will rake us off 


Queſt. What would you have us ro-do more ?_' © 

Anſw 1. Know,why Chriſt is Good, as Manh 19. 17 .fcelc 
your, Firſt, Wanr of him and of faith in hi 16.75 
$.2. Worth'of him, Cant 4,10, Sec , Liſten | 
ro the Word for ſome promiſe, doQrine, or/ exam 
of grace, in which Chriſt is wont to convey hig ſpirit to 
ſouls to beger faith. 1. Either Ig of grace 
God to our ſouls in him, Pſal 119. 43. 2 Or ar lcaftſerri 
up him in our hearts as our ſoyeraigne good, Pſal 7325. 36. 
Thirdly,If you feel him not applying promiſes ro you, nor 
himſelfe in any word of grace with power, pray over the 
promiſes, and | meditate on them; they will .ſo give fairh. 


from oyermuch righteouſneſs, which will leave us defti- 
ture and deſolate of Chriſt,for our juſtification, and of the 
Spirir for our ſanRification, Beware likewiſe" of .reſting in 


; works of good intention, without or belide the Word, 


Sincere rightewuſnefle may be oyermuch' prized , when 
we firſt, preſume to walke in the ſtrengrh of ir, nor of 
faith, Matth 26.33:35, Secondly, when we diſcern no de- 
fe&s in our beſt duties, Neb. 13. 22, Thirdly, when we 
thinke we haye carned any reward at Gods hand by ir, 
Luke 17.10; 


Eccleſ7 v.17. | 
17. Be not overmuch wicked, neither be thou fooliſh ; why ſbuuld- 
_ eft thou dye before the time > 


B Ee not wicked ouermuch 7] though the wordis, MAT as 


before (WOW nor be not overmuch wicked, bur de 

not wickedly oyermuchybur yer if we rake ir asir is tranſlated 
the ſenſe is the ſame. | 

Tobe wicked overmuch,implyeth two things : 1. Aggr#- 

yation of fin beyond the word. 2.” Mulriplication of it; 

Firſt, ro make a mans ſelfe more wicked then the word-ma- 

keth him : So exceſſively wicked, as thereupon ro ſhur 


our a mans ſclfe from all hope of mercy, or otherwiſe worſe 


then he is, This excefle a man that is convinced of the 
_ of his righreoufnefle which he prized overmuch 
arc,is apt to fink into, cycn t6 deſpaire. Caine , who ft 
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fore rhought himiſclfe a6 tphreous as his brother, and his [4 

erifice x9 — being convinced by God of his 
wickednele inro deſpaicc of merey, Gen. 4, 15, 
alls ſome think they have ſinned againſt the Holy 
. Others thar they have quenched the Spitit, when 
rather the Spirit hath cnliphened and awaked them, Bur 
ſenſe doch not fully anſwer rhe oppolition in verſe 14, 

| It anſwer well enough to verſe 16. 

= y the phraſe may well be tranſlated, Doe nor e- 
vill mnch,thart is, Doc not mulciply cranſgreſhon, as Amos 
4.4. The word is uſed in this ſenſe. Sin is multiplied ei- 
thet 1. By ceninuance in ir, Roms. r. 5, Dy wee 
no full meaſure of iniquity, Math 23.32. [ A curſe } 

Do. Exceſlive aggravation lin, and all conrituance 
and growth in fin, is #ccompanied with folly, and follow- 
ed with untimely death. Sin is exceſſively aggravared when 
i made, Firſt, otcarer rhen can be forgiven, as Gen 4. r3, 
See the Originall, So when we Judge we have finned a 
_ oly Ghoſt, when we have onely loſt the coin- 

of rhe Spirir, Secondly, Greater then will be forgiven, 


” % P = 


in _— ether of our pteſenr hardnefle of heart, which 
we deſpaire of ſofening; or in regard of our perſons, which 
we' ro be reprobace, Thirdly, a Sin of an higher 


— go is, _ to _ ſinne of —_— Wor 
is a fin of infrmity, r ainfſt liphr., F | 
Our fin, and ſpringiny up A "Shich in bur caſt imtovs 
by Satanzas thoughts of blaſphemy darred into/us,which our 
hearrs tremble ar and abhor : The weeds thar are caſt in 
ard le, inro a mans Garden, are nor the weeds of che 
_ the ſoyle give rooting to them, har is, conſenc. 

isis.folly, as not judging of our felves or our ſins actar- 
c_- the Word,which rule of wiſedome, Eſq 8. 20. 
a Tas 3. 17, But according, 'x. To our prefenr —_— 
in ſpiriruall matrers is blind and fooliſh, and very - 


able. 2. To the ſuggeſtion of ur enemy. This bringeth 
& untumely death,fomerime by violenc ſelf-murder, Metth. 


 Qurſ, Bur how can & mandye before his rime > | 
Binſw, ' ot before rhe time which God hack 'appoinced, 
4 5, yetbefore the rime, firft, of rhe courſe'of narate. 
,of our expeRation of it, m——_—_ wrt 
paravion for-ix, Cominunhce and growth-in figs, colith 
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| fooliſh, Prov. 14.75. &% 13.9..45 utterly againſt 'the Word, 


Rom 6.1, And as Bartering us wh e© hopes of Tm- 
punity, Deit 29, r9. and Sftreariran.s, f.. Se- 

» DeftzuRtive and dradly before the'time, Pſalm, 58. 
21+ & 55-23- 1 ba 4 fin 'which 'we commir ſetting us a 
ſtep furchier off from falvarion, Pſdm 119.155. Rom T3.17, [ 
peri ] 2. As kindling a greater fire of Gods wrath, and 
adding more fewel'ro the fire, Deut 29. 19. 20. Amos 2.13. 


. 'As hardning the heart more and more ures tm 
o Heb3. 34, Rom 2,15, 4 As filling a Veſtelt of diſhan- 


.- bur the ſooner full ro the brim,Gen 15,r6. 


Queſt. Bur how is this continuance and growrh in ſin ne 
faich ro be overmuch > | 

Anſw.Becauſe the former courſe of our wickednelte 'may 
ſuffice us, 1 Pet4.3, 

Uſe 1. To dehorr from aggravation of fin in any exceſſive 
meaſure above the word:rchough according to the word it be 
moſt wholſome, Pſal 40.12,Exya 9. 6. 

Vſe 2. To dehorr from continuance and growth in frune 
Dan. 4.27. 1 Pet 4,3, Conrinuance implyerh, Firſt, Reperr- 
tion "of the a@ ; after we know itro be fin, Prov 19. 19. 
nor ſo Judeh, Gen 38.26, Secondly, Impenirency ater ic 
onely forbearance of the at : which may be feared _ 
dab, Gen 33. 26. rill aſter Joſeph had humbled as an inftru- 
medr in Gods hand)him and-his brerbren, Thirdly, Te- 
lerarion of the root of ir,wirhour morrification of ix, Thus 
Jonah repenting of his forſaking his Call, byr not morrify- 
ing the pride of his heart ( which was the ruot of it )) br 
forth againe, Jonah 4, 9. Growth in finne'as when Firft, 
More reſolure, Jey 44. 16, 17. Secondly, More Skilfull ar iz, 

er 4.32. wife to do evill, Thirdly , more bold, Iſa 3. 9. 

< £57 ommien outragions, proceeding from evill ro work, to 
higher degrees of wickednefle, » Tim 3.13. 1ſ61.5. 


b. Ir rad the rhe A ORD fab, Jes, al fom 
18. It x good that ta of this, yea, dijo: 
this INES : kent feererh God ſball 
come forth of them ll. 
He two former admonirions in the verſes next afore$o- 
oy Io atnplifiecb, Firſt, By a morive ro rhe'ta- 
hold of them, taken from the goodnefle thereof. Sec- 
ily, By the inearies whereby we may =" 
requar 
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required, and eſchew the evils dehorted from 1 and ; 
Kia. the feare of God, Thirdly, by ads 1. 
che ſtrengrh and ſupporrance,which this wiſcdome bringerh 2 
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to a wiſe, mangaboye great friends, verſe 19, 
DoF.1. Iris a good thing -r> take hold of ſuch admoni- 


tions as may keep us from excefle cither of righreouſneſle 


or wickednefle, or from overmuch either righteouſnefle or 
wickednefle, To take hold, which is done, Firſt, By fairh, 
borh 1, Inthe word, elfe it profirteth not , Heb 4.2, 2 
In the Lord to} help us by his ſtrengrh,both of power, wiſe- 
dome,and grace, Iſai 27.5. Secondly, By hearty afte&i 
as a prerious treaſure,Pſal 19.11, Thirdly, By caurion an 
circumſpeRion, Here to rake heed, is to take hold, Ag8s 
16.14, Heb 2:1; wanting in Jehu, 2 Kings 10» 31. Fourthly 
By praQice;ſo the word is taken, Prov 2. 19. It is good not 
ro be oyer-righreous, Firſt, To preyent the cvill of deſola- 
tion threarned, verſe 16. Deſolation fignifieth, 1, Solitude 
lefr ro a ſolirary condition, ' 2, Confufion, ( as Dan.4. 19. 
Aſtoniſhment. 3. Deſtruſtion , Overmuch rightcouſnefle 


bringerh, 1. Deſertion from God, Luke.1.53. & 18,9.14, we 


fcft deſerting him, Rom 10, 3. Deſerrion from men, Job 
32.. I. . 2 Confuſion through diſappointment of a mans 
cad and hopes, Rom 9. 30, 31, 32. 3 DeſtruRtion-: For 
what ſhall ſarisfic for former finnes and for defeRs of 
this righreouſnefle? Secondly, To obtaine the contrary 
ſolace, 1, Of peace with God, Rom 5.1. Iſai. 32,17. 2 Of 
eſtabliſhment and encouragement in ill houres, Iſai, 28, 16. 
wich x Pet.2,6, 3 Of Salvation; Prov.12.18. It is good not 
ro be overwicked ; Firſt, To preyent the evils of deſpaire 
and of untimely dearth. As alfo to preyent rhe cyils of con- 
tinuance and growrh in ſinne, mentioned in verſe 17, page 
144. Secondly, To dbraine the good 1, Of hope ofpollibi- 
licy of help,. Ir raketh hold of Gods ſtrength, Iſat.37- 5- 
Marke.1. 40. and it ſtirrerh up to the uſe of meanes,Ex7.10 
2,3, 4. 2 Of ſincere reformatiori or breaking off rhe courſe 
of inane, Firſt, Prolonging of cranquillity, Dan 4.27 ., Second- 
ly, Finding of mercy, Prov 28.13. 

Uſe 1. To whet upon us both cheſe admonirions, to, be- 

warc borh of oyermuch rightcoufnefle, and of over 

- wickedneſle in all the former particulars, os 
_ Uſe. To exhoitusrogrow up and walke on in the 
feare of God;which mighr avs been handled, as a __ 

| 0 
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* Lords, and friends in the 


= - cs 
= U% - 


doArine being expreſly mentioned in the Texr- The feare 


- of God is a good preſervation againſt exceſle borh of righ- 


reouſnefle and wickednefle, Againſt excefle of 'righteoul- 
neſle, Deut.5.27, with 29, Againſt excefle of wickedneſle , 
Prov.16.6.& 14,16,8& 28,14, Jer.3 2,40. | | 

Regſon 1. It empricth a man of ſelfe-confidence, Phi.z, 
12,13, 

Reaſon 2+ Ir keeperh the hear: ſoft, Prov.2$,14, 

Reaſon 3. Toexhort us how to carry our (clyes rowarl 
wholeleme admonitions,ro wir, as here Solomon warneth, ro 


- rake hold of chem in all che four particulars ſpecified in 0- 


p:ning the meaning of che Texr, Prov.4.13, 


Ecclef. 4. y. 19. 
19. Wiſdome flrengtheneth the wiſe ,. more then ten mighty men 
which are in the City. 
Heſe words give another reaſon , why" we ſhould be- 
ware of the Fly of fin , and of the oyermuch wiſdome 
of exceſſive rightecouſneſle , raken from rhe ſafeguard or 
ſtrong proreion and deliverance which this wiſdome 
will procure to a wiſe man, and rhat amplified 4 minori 
from the lefle ſupporrtance and deliverance , which many 


4 grear friends in Courr er City mighr aftord him, 


D##. 1, The wiſdome of an innocent and truly righteous 
life, will yield a man greater ſupportance and ſafer delive- 
rance then many great friends in Court or City, Prov,245, 
Jeb,22,23,30, For the original Text ſpeakerh of chis wil- 
dome, thar is, this wiſdome whereby a man avoydeth both 
the folly of continuance in fin, verſe 19, and the overmuch 
wiſdome of exceſſive righteouſneſle , yerſe 16, (Im both 
which,men undoe or deffroy rhemſelyes ). Torchis wiſdome 
will ftrengthen a man more, to wit; By ſupporrance , and 
By deliverance, then ten ho is many) DVY9W Princely 

ity , meaniggzrhe Courr which 
refided in the Ciry,and wheret» they retorred, Ten ] often 
pur for many, Numb, 14,22, Job 19,3, | 

Reqſon 1, From the preſence and prote&ion of God, wirki 
ſuch whoſe wayes are pure and upright before him, 2 Chron, 
16,9, Pſal,18, 20, 21,23, 24, Godis, ficſt; The lighr of our 
countenance, Pſal, 42,11.43,5, Secondly, The ſtaffe of our 
maintenance, Pfaſyx 6,5, Thirdly, The hprne of our delive- 


trance, Pſal,18;2, " Ken 
£49 
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eaſon 2, From. the proreQtion and Miniftery of Angels,” Þ 
hn eater thed the greareft men, Pſal, 34,7, 8& =; It 
12. 2 Kings 6,1$,to 20, | | 

| v6 ag 3 From the favour , which wayes of true righte- 
ouſneſſe finde even of ftrangers, 1 Per. 3,13, Job 5, 19, to 
23. eyen of enemies, Prov. 16,7. | 

Reaſon 4. From the failing of all prear friends, when 
Gods hand iy heayy.upon rhem ; as allo.in death when righ- 
requſneſle failerh not , Prev.11, 4, Pſal,146,3,4, & 88. 18, 
Job,6,15, to 27, & 9, 13, ' 

Vſe 1, Toremovye the ſtumbling blocke our of the way , 
which hindreth many from breaking off rheir ſinful courſes , 
ro wit, from the loflc of their great friends ; Nay the waics 
of tre righteouſnefle procure great friends ,, by Gods over- 
ruling hand, Prov. 2. 11. 2 Kings 10.15,16, Jehu was bur an 
Hypocrite, yer would countenance a good man, and take 
co 1nrenance from him z eyen wicked Princes by perſwaſign 
have befriended the Church, 

Uſe 2, To exhort ſuch private Chriſtians, and the whole 
ſtare of th: Countrey , to walke and prow up in this wiſ- 
dome: it may be our ſtrength when all elſ: may faile us,in 
Ciry and Countrey, Pſel.27,10,11, 


% 
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Eccleſ. 7.. 20. 
20, For there is not a juſt man upon Earth, that doth good and 
knneth not, 
<C Momon having commended this wiſedeme ( as a. 
LF ning che wiſe above many great friends in Courr or City 
whereby a man neither maketh himſelf oyer-righreous, nor 
over-wicked ;' in this verſc he giveth a reaſon of it, taken 
from rhe infirmity of the moſt righteous man upon Earth, 
As who ſhould ſay, doe not make your ſelfe oyer-righteous , 
ſo righteous as no fault te be found in you (as Epbraimdid , 
H*'ſ,12,8,) For there is not a juſt man upon Earth, that doch 
go2d and finnceth nor, 
DoF, 1, Perf=&ion of righteouſneſle , {6 as to doe good , 
wirhour fin , is not to be ſound in any man , no not in 
b-it man upon rhe Earch, 1 Kings 8,46. Pſal,130,3, & 143 
2, Job.9,3, and verſc 30,31. Clorhes defile , As reftifying 
Gur finful nakednefſe which was the cauſe of it., G&%3,75 
The meaning of the docrine is, Fu, That, in, many 
hings (and'in fome things more then other ). all men op 


' the beſt man do fin, Fames. 3.2. cither omirtin 
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commitring evil. Noah, Abraham, Lot, Moſes, Devil Peter. ; 
| Secondly, Thar in all chings in our beſt ations, we finne 
ſomerhing, Neb. I 3, 22, Exod. 28. 38. Pſal. $0.4. [ Rev.8. 


4 

<5 1. From Gods wiſc and juſt deſertion of eyery one 
of his ſervants, ſome rime or other for a ſeaſon. Either To 
know what is in our hearrs, 2 Chro.32.31.0r to chaſten, Firſt, 
Our carnal ſelfe confidence, Matth.26,33,35. and ſo to cha- 
ſten our neglect of ſtirring up our ſclyes t9 lay hold of God , 
64G 7; Secondly, Qur uncircumſpe& and unjuſt wal- 
king, negle& of an F--- the paths of our feet, Pſal.119. 9g. 
Prov.4. 26, 

Reaſon 2, From the contrary luſting between the fleſh 
and ſpirit, Gal. 5.17. hence floweth an umpoſlibiliry of doing 
any one duty perfe&tly. Luſt in him finnerh , ner the Per- 
ſon, If mholious or irregular ſubjeQs of confederate Prin- 
ces rreſpaſle one upon another, ir is not the treſpaſſe of the 
State , whileſt the Princes condemne ir, and puniſh ir, now 
the judgement and will , arc *H p in a man; the 
carnal part are bur as rebellious ſubjects. 

Uſe 1. Torefure,t. Perfe&inn of works held by Papiſts,and 
Cartharifts of old ; and herewith, poflibiliry of keeping: rhe 
law. 2 Juſtification by works, Pſal. 143. 2. Rom.3. 23, 24+ 
3 Merir of Works. 4 Supercrogation, 5s The immaculate 
perfeQion of the Virgin Mary: O1N inthe Texr,comprehen- 
derh women as well as men, Gen.1.26.27. 

Uſe 2. To convince carnal wicked men of their abundance 
of fin, <, =, Song moſt gadly and juſt fall, Job 15,16, 

Uſe z. To thew us where our happinefle lyerth , ro wir , 
not in our own innocency , bur in the covering of our fins, 
Pſal.32:1,2. And therefore we to ſeek for all our righteoaſs 
nefſe in Chriſt, Ph1il,3.9,8,9. Rom.3.23,24; 

Vſe 4. To morrife pride vfqurteſt = 

Uſe 5. Torcach us to beare eyils at Gods hand patiently, 
Micah,7.9. 

Kc 6. Not to be mafterly cenforious,of the failings of our 
brethren, Jam-3.1,2. Jobn 8.7, 

'Uſe 7. To camfort the godly righteous againſt the feare 
and'griefe of death, in our ſe]yes, or our Chriſtian friends, 
Indeaththe ſpirirs of juſt men are made perfe&t , Heb.12. 


33- clſe'dearh were nor the laſt cnemy, if lin remained after 
itz contrary to IL Cor,1 5.26, K z Eccclef, 
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Eccleſ. 7» 21, 22, | 
2 is take no _ unto all words that, are ſpoken,left thou beare 
e tree. 
22, 4 of Ad, alſo thine own heart knoweth, that thouthy 
ſelfe likewiſe ha$} curſed others. ; 
Y Olomon having obſerved verſ, 20, that thete is not a juſt 
man upon earth, rhat doth good and finnerh nor; he 
hence inferreth, this Corollary; Nor ro ſer a mans heart up- 
on all the words that are ſpoken , not upon all theirhard 
ſayings and ill ſpeeches, wherein all men , even the moſt 
wiſe and juſt, are ſometimes roo blame; eirher in ſpeaking 
or in given occaſion to be ſpoken« 
Parts th firſt, an Exhortation, nor to ſer our hearts on 
all the words ſpoken; rhar is, r» Not to liſten after them, 
4 Sam. 24.9. with 1 Sam. 24. '$, 9,10. 2 Not to be over» 
deeply affeed with them, 1 Sam. 18. 7, 8, 3 Not to | ru 
ſuc the ſame with revenge, 2 Sam. 19. 19, 20. Secondly, 
Confirmarion by Reaſons rwo : 1, From rhe inconveniency 
which may eaſily arrend ir; ſo a man may hear his own 
ſervant curſing him or ſleighring him,v.21.2, From the con- 
veniency of Gods wiſe and juſt hand, in meaſuring to us as 
we haye meaſured to others: which that we have done; Sohe- 
mon arguerh from the teſtimony of his own conſcience, v.22. 
Do#. x. Ir is not good to ſer a mans heart upon all mens 
fpecches of him , no not upon the hard and ſleight ſpeeches 
of his own ſeryants againft him , to wit, Firſt, In caſe men 
ſpeake vanity, ro wir, 1, Our of a vanity of minde, not upen 
any grounded cauſe or juſt occaſion, Pſal,12.2. & 164.8, 
2. Vanity of words, that are not likely ro weaken a man in 
his Calling, 1 Cor. 4. 3.clſe Paul ftirred , -if his Calling 
ſuffered, 2 Cor. 16. 30,11, Secondly, In caſe the words be 
ſpoken by men whoſe rongues are cheir own , whom a man 
can have n9 meanes to reſtraine , Pſal.38.12,13,14, Third- 
ly, In caſe of apparent eidnn of our Innocency to 
contrary, Job 31. 35, 36, 37. Fourthly, Intime of publick 
or priyare, ſpecial and weighty, ayocation,'anorher way, by 
Humiliation, 2 Sam.16.10,11, and by Rejoycing,2 Sam.1g7 
22, Otherwiſe it is meer in duc time to take notice of -afly 
grounded and ſerious ſpeech, that may trend ro the preju- 
dice of our calling : and thereby to be ſtirred up , Firſt To 
ſearch our hearts and wayes, to ſee if we have not _ the 


8 / ©. bd . 
ſame or the like evil; Secondly, To cleare aur ſelves if in- 
nocent #.t0 repent end amend, if guilty. 

Reaſon 2. From the yanity often found in_ ſuch ſpeeches 
who take liberty to ſpeake ar randome , withour occaſion , 
without conſideration , wirhoue any reall detriment to our - 
ſelyes or callings, Pſal. 53.9. 

Reaſon 2. From the love and pity we are to beare to men; 
occahions of enmity and diſcord we ſhould pur out of qur 
mindes, Levit. 19. 18. + - 

Reaſ. 3. From the office of our memory and hearr, which 
is the, Treaſury of our ſouls, Matth.12, 35. and therefore nor 
to be filled with traſh, Jer,4.1 4. Lake 2.51. on the contrary. 

aw 4. From the peace and tranquillity of our own ſpi- 
rits 'which ſhould not depend upon mens judgements or 
ſpeeches, bur upon Gods, 1 Cor.4-3, 2 Cor.1.12. 

Reaſon 5. From the privity of our own conſcience to our 
own fleight ſpeeches ahem, Eccleſ.7.21,22., 

Uſe 1. To teach us this part of the circumciſion of the 
hearr and eare, neirher, Firſt, To liſten with the earc unto 

all yaine ſpeeches of a mans ſelfe : Secondly, nor To ſer the 
hearr thereupon in ſuch a manner , as ta trouble our lelyes 
and orhers in yaine, 

Uſe 2+ From the latter reaſon mentioned in the Text, 
learne we, Firſt, To walke circumſpeRtly in the fight of our 
own hearts and coniciences , clſc my will bear witnefle 
againſt us, 1 Kings 2, 44, Secondly , To be the 'more pati- 

r if others wrong us ix the like kinde , as our own hearts 
tell us we have wronged others, Judg 1,6,7. Matth.7,1,2, 


Eccleſ7. 23, 24425. 
23. All this have I proved by wiſdome : 1 ſaid, I will be wiſe, 
but it was farre from me. 
24, That which is farre off, and exceeding deep, who can finde 


it out ? 

25.1 applyed mine heart to know, and to ſearch, and to ſeek out 

, «nd the ons things, end to ktow the wickgdneſſe 

folly, noof fool e and madneſſe. 

N theſe words Solomon maketh another obſervation of thag 
which was meer for all men to obſerye by his example; c- 
,ven whar befel himſelfe in the ſearch of wiſdome in his own 
times; which was, Firſt, Thar in all his ſearch of wiſdome 


(ro wit, by the warks of creation and. providence , and by 
db" K 3 rracin 
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tracing our happinefle inthe courſes which men ave wane 
to rake for ir) he found that wiſdome was t2o farre off, and 
roo deep for him, verſe 23, 24. Secondly , Thar miffing of 

wiſdome in the way, he applyed his heart , or turned it a- 
bout, to ſeek for wiſdome in taking account of himſelfe, and 
ſeeking to kngw rhe wickedneſſe of his own folly , and the 
fooliſhneſſe of his own madneſle, verſe 25, And the reaſon 
[ of rhings] is berrer rranſlared, and the account of my ſelfe 
or my wayes, &c. verſe 25, . 

. D»&r.1, The ſenſe of our vaſt and deep diſtances fram 
attaining wiſdpme , by the ſtudy of che creatures, and of 
the yanity of the wayes of men,zis a Juſt motive to apply our 
hearrs to makediligent ſearch for wiſdome in taking account 
of our own wayes, and in the knowledge of the wickedneſg 
of our folly, and the fooliſhnefle of our own madnefle. Toy 
know, to ſeck, to ſearch, verſc 25. do all imply a diligent 
ſearch : The Do&rine confifteth of rwo branches 3 Firſt, 
Thar'by the knowledge of rhe creatures he ſhall finde him- 
ſelfe ſtill ar a grear diſtance from/wiſdome, and wiſdome 
more deep then ro be digged our of the creatures. Se. 
condly, that herenpon Solomon was moyed to {cek it in loo- 
king homewards into his own heart, and wayes, and the 
folly and madnefſe and wickednefle rherent. The former 
branch is reſtified, 1Cor. 1,21, Rom. 1.21,22.Job 28,12,13,14, 
and verſe 20,21,22, 

Reqgſons of rhe former, 1. From the diſtance and depth of 

Chriſt from the creatures, and from rhe knowledge of rhem 
all. Chriſt is the wiſdome both of God, r Cor.1.24. and of 
us, 8 Cor. 1.30, But the wiſeſt could neyer diſcerne Chriſt by 
the creature, 1 Cor.2,6,to 9. Hence not the Creature bur the 
Word is perfe& to convert foules, Pſal.19.1, to 7. 

Reſon 2. From the aptnefle of rhe crearure , and. the 
knowledge of ir (by reaſon of the curſe rhar lycrh upanir) - 
ro puffe us up, Iſai.47,10. Solomon confeflerh hieſelle, 2960 
I will be wiſe this way, Preſuming of his knowledge. Text. 
Of rhe latter, Thar hereupon Solomon was moved. ro ſearch 
after wiſdome in raking account of himſclfe, and the folhy of 
of his own courſe, 31 

Reaſon 1. From the excellency of man himſelfc, abowt a 
the creatures he is the Lord of them all, and ſo their Lord, 
Gen.1.28,29. And therefore more may be found! 
ving a mans felfc,then all the other creatures. - 


Reaſon 
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Reaſon 2., From rhe vanity and. yexarion: of ſpirit which 

all che crearures yield ro a man, A man is juſtly occaſtoned 
to lodk into the root and cauſe of it in himſclfe, 

Uſe 1. To convince all the wiſe Philatophers of the 
Hearhens, of the vaſt diſtance of wiſdome from them. For 
they had no further meanes of wiſdome, ther what Solomon 
improving to the utmoſt, found farre off from conveying 
true wifdome to him, Rom, 1.22.A warning to Schollers, nor 
to overvalue wiſdeme and knowledge,which they have from 
the creatures. | 

Uſe 2, To teach us rhar in taking juſt account of our 
ſelves and our wayes, we ſhall finde our former courſe Fol- 
ly, even the wickednefle of Folly and madnefie , eyen 
the fooliſhnefle of madneſie, 2 Sem.24. 19. As 26. 11. Job 


. 40.4, 5, & 42, 6, Jer.2, 19. 2 Chron, 16, 9. Exek, 6. 9, and 


36, 31. 

Uſe 3. To teach us a difference of the wiſdome of God , 
revealed in the creatures , Ir is farre off and deep , Text, 
Nor ſo.in the Goſpel, Deut.30, 11, to 14. with Rom. 20. 
6,7. 

Uſe 4. To teach us, There is much wiſdome may be lear- 
_—— knowing our own wickedneile , fooliſhnefle and 
madneſſe: he was more then a common wiſe man rhar ſaid-, 
P1ov.30.2. Surely I am more fooliſh then any man, 1 Cor. 
3.18, fer 10. 14, For Firſt, The ſenſe of aur ewn fo 
and wickednefſe makerh us low and baſe , and-ſo humbl 
us before the Lord. Secondly, The ſenſe of our folly di- 
Ov us to ſeek rrue+ wiſdome in Chriſt, and in his 
word, 


| Eccleſ. 7. 26. . 
26, And I finde more bitter then death , the woman whoſe hears 
is ſnares and nets , and her hands os bands : who ſo pleaſeth 
God, ſhall eſcape from hey, but the finner . (ball be taken ty 


Olomen in the three former yerſes, having obſcryed that 
inall che former ſearch after wiſdome, he had nor found 
itin-che creature, he therefore applyed: his heart ro ſeek our 


by wiſdom, the wickednefſe of his own folly, and the. fe0-, 


liſhneſſe of his own madnefls, And in theſe verſcs ( to the 
end of the Chapter) he giverh the Church an account boch 


of what he had found upon rakigg account, and of his wane 
K4\ 
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© "of raking account. To wit, three things, Firſt, An aduke- 
; rous IC 1dolarrous woman more birrer Me Be py whom y 
he deſcriberh, x. By her-effe&s, 1- Shee is as ſnares flily to © * 
carch, z. Her heart as Traps, 3. Her hands as Bands. 2. 
By the ſubje& perſons abour whom ſhee is converſant, and 
they are cither good in Gods ſight, and they are delivered 
from her ; or ers, and rhey are taken by her, verſe 26, 
Secendy, The rarity of fairhful admonirions amongſt men 
eſpecially amongſt women verſe 28. which he apieth 
his diligent and incefſant ſearch , verſe 27. Thirdly, 
he vaſt diſtance of a man by his Fall , from his ſtare of 
Creation. Or the vaine and finful fruirs of man fall from - 
the ſtate wherein God crearcd him, verſe 29. 

Der. 1. A man that ſertcth himſelfe unfeignedly, or (to 
uſe Solomens words) that applyerh and rurnerth his hearr 
wiſely to ſearch out his own wickedneſle , folly and mad- 
nefſe, ſhall finde the inftruments that led him into rempta- 
tion and fin , more bitter then death. As Solomon here 
fqund his wives and Concubines, who drew him ro mainte- 
nance of Idolarry, 1 Kings 11.344. 

Reaſon 1, Frem the thame and indignity pur upon him 
by his wives and Concubines , that were Idolaters, Plea- 
ding, ir ſeemerh, liberty of conſcience : whence he firſt gran- 
reth toleration, then countenance and affiſtance to their I- 
dols,crefting Temples ro them : whence Altars, Ornaments, 
Prieſt,and all upon mount 0livet,before the face of the Lord 
in his Temple, 1 Kings 11,7,8. 2 Kings 23.13, 

Regſons 2. From the birrerneſfle of finne, and that even z- 
bove dearh, Jer.2. 19, As 8, 23. Dent. AY 33, Allthe 
ingredients of bitternefle are found in fin, which have made 
men birrerly ro mourne as, Firſt, The lofle of the blefling of 
a heaven)y Farher , Gen.27.34. 4 minori, Secondly, Crucl 
bandage, worſe then Epgyprian, Exod.1.14. Thirdly, Birter 
water cauſing the curſe , Numb, 5.24. Tea finne is more bitter 
then death. As firſt, Being the death vf the ſoul, Rom. 7. 11. 
which is ſo much the more bitter then the death of the bo- 
xe as the life of the ſoul is more ſweer and precious then 

life of the body, Secondly, Depriving us of the preſence 
> fayqur of God which is þerrer then life, Iſaj.59+3. Bd: 

» 3, JE 

Reaſon 3. From the bitrernefle of godly ſorrow or ” 
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tance, Mar.26,75,Zach.,12,10, Mattcrs of ſuch birrernelle in 
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' Fodly forrowes, Firſt, For that we have IgE 
F and beſt friends, Zach, 12 . 10. Secondly, Thar by fin wehave 


| wrote this book a 


deſtroyed the þcauty,and ſtrength, 1, Of family, as of eur 
firſt borne or only h 
as in the mourning for Joſiah at Hadadrimmon, Zach 12. to. 
11, Hence Lam. 3.15. with 2 Chron 35.25. Solomon could 
not bur ſce in his fall che diviſion of the Kingdome, 1. Kings 
11,46, Hence corruption of religion in them ; then in J 
alſo,to the utter deſtrution of all. _ | 
Uſe 1. To reach us concerning $Se/omon, Firſt, Thar Solo- 
' mon did-indeed _ after his fall, Secondly, t_he 
ter his repentance. 

Uſe 2. To weane all men from fin, Ir will be bitternefſe 
inthe end [ 2 Sam 2.26. ] Ags $.23. Prov 23.31, 32. Prov. 
5.34.5. Prov 20.17, | 

Uſe 3. To weane us from delighting in finfull compa- 
nivns, they will be bitter to us in the end, as death, and 
more bitter roo z Truft not in the friendſhip of ſuch : forif 
eyct they or we repent, .we ſhall be ready to condemne and 

| betray one another, 
 Uſe4. Torcachusa ligne of rrue repentance, when 
finne growerh as birrer,yca'more bitter ro us then death. 

Uſe 5. To ſhew us the danger of women once cotrupted ; 

; how apr,and flyc,and ſtrong they be ro draw on ſtronger rhen 
, themſclyes ro ciropion,thb 13.26, 
Uſe 6. To be upright in Gods light, and nor to reſt in a 
fnfull ſtare and courſe, the one is preſerved from ſuch wo- 
men and ſnares; The other,given up to be raken by her. 


Ecclel. PAaV.2 732 8, 
27.. Behold,this 1 have found ( ſaith the Preacher,) counting one 
by one to finde out the account. 
28. Which yet my ſoul ſeeketh, but 1 finde not : one man among 
hrs vie have I found, but a woman among all” thoſe have 
not . 

C olmen here inferteth the manner and nature of the 
=# account which he rook of his own wickednefſe and folly, 
/ which he deſcriberh by three Adjuns or Qualicics, Firſt, 

Thar it wascxa® aud particular one by one. 
Thar ir was conſtant and continual, 


Secondly, 
| which till my ſul 
ſecketh. Thirdly, | that ic was defeRive which fill my 


ſeckerb,bug I find nor, 
Do# 
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© Do#1. The account which a penircns foule raketh of his 
wickedneſs and folly, is a parricular and conftant account 
and yer defeRive. Parcicular account, Lament 3. 40. Zepy, 


241, where ong part of the ſenſe is, Fanne your ſelves, Pſal 51. 


veric 5. Original fin,verſe 10.2 foul heart, Adulrerous,y, rg, 
Bloodguilrineſs, murder, Exek 6. 9. Zeph 3. 11. Conftant 
and growing account, Pſalm 1 19.59. with Pſalm 139. 23, 24, 
DefeRive account, Pal 19.12,8 38.4. | 

Reaſon of particular account, 1. From the illumination of 
conſcience, eſpecially when ir is wakened ro repentance, 
Prov 20. 27. God dealerh wirh his ſeryanrs when he hum- 
bleth chem,as wich carnall men, he entrerh ints judgement 


wich chem, Pſal o. 21, & 10. 15- Conſcience enlightened ' 


and awakened, fits as it were Gods yicegerent inthe ſoule 
who in his judicial proceeding is exaQ, and particular, Met. 
12.36, Eee 2.14, Pſal go.8. 

Reaſon of conſtant account, 1, From the ſweetneſs of 
ſorrow, 2 Cor 7.9, 10. the deeper the ſweeter. And 
arrow is the deeper and greater, by how much rhe deeper 
the ſearch is, As in bodily wounds, the deeper ſearch into old 
ſores,che greater pain to the body. 

Reaſon of defeQive - account, 1. From the deep deceit- 
falnefſe of our hearts, Jer 17. 9. 2 From the innumerable 
mulritude of our fins, Pſal 40»12,& 19.22, 3, From the Im- 
perfeRion of all our beſt knowledge of ſpirirual good and c- 
vil things, 1 Cor.13.9, 

Uſe 1. Toreprove our oyerly, and flippery conceit of 

e& accounts. Many arc loath to enter into any account 
at all;like bankrupr Merchants ; or if they doc, it is bur 
overly,Jer 8.6, They thar doe, are loath to purſue it con- 

y, foon lip from ir. The Papiſts require a perfeR ex- 
amination of all particular morrall fins ( as thiey call them) 
with all the circumſtances of them. | 

Vſe n. To teach us(afrer Sotomons example)what manner 
of Account Books we ſhould keep between the Lord, and ous 
ſouls,to wir, £ 

Firſt, Exa@ and particular. . Motives, 1 It preyents Gods 
examining and judging us, when we are aria in ex4mi- 
ning and Jace: our ſelyes, 1 Cori. 28.41, al will 
male, our, firſt, Repenrance more thorough, and. lincere, 
Secondly," prayers more feryent and humble,” Tairdly, 
Chriſt, more precious and glorious, Fourthily , 


tion 
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tion more, powerfull. Fiftly,hearr, more watchfull. . —_ 
life, more regular, Pſa] T4 9. 2. Ir will leave che. 

,morc peaceable, Sin unaccounred of, will be like 
a debe.unzeckoned, and terrific, or at leaſt rrouble,rhe con» 
ſcience, ſal 25.7. Fob 1 3.26, Secondly, more pure: finne 
unaccounted for is unrepented,and like aCanaamre,will ler 
in pugtrel! at the back doore ; as Jonah thar repented of 
diſobedience to Gods call, bur not of the pride of his hearr, 
V cauſe of it;hence he is paſſionate againe for difgrace, 

ap 4:1, | 

Or the ſecond and third may be pur togerher; as a morive 
from the benefit redounding, firſt, ro our ſelves , in our 
Conſciences, hearts, and lives. Secondly, To our duries, 
8 ah repentance,prayers, and mortification, Thirdly, to 

ift. 

Secondly, conſtant motives, 1, Elſe our hearce will grow 
hard and barren, and full of luſts and paſſions; as rhe ſoyle 
bur once plowed will grow fallow, and barren of good fruir, 
bur abounding in weeds. 

Thicdly,ſfcaſible of irs own DefeRivencMle, F 

Motives. 3. It will call in for an higher ſearch, even from 
Gud himlſcife withour feare and rerrour, Pſalm 139 23, 24. 
2, It will ticre upto prayer, for pardon of fſecrer ſannes, 
Pſal 19.12, | 

Uſe 3. To reach us rhe right way of Judging and admo- 
niſhing others withour arrogance or Hypocrifie ; Solomon 
here paſlerh a deep cenſure upon men, and women, v. 28. 
bur beforarthis he taketh a ſtri& account of himſelfe. This 
method is needfull,tv reckon firſt with our ſelyes, Mat 7. 5. 


| Eccleſ. 7.v. 2g. One mang&c. 
OR x, Therc is a grear ſcarcity of men C worthy the 
name of men, or quitting themſclyes like men ) and 
greater ſcatcity of women worthy of the name of women 
and Kings of all men (cſpecially penitenr Kings) have moſt 
cauſe to ſay ſo. Or, There is a great ſcarfiry of good 
men, and a greater ſcarliry of women, eſpecially a- 
bout the Court, For Solomon Cadenh of what himſeclfe 
found; Ong man among a.thouſand haye I found, which 'ar- 
guerh a great ſcareity of men, and ſurely he doth nor meame 
thax men for the moſt part axe no men, but not good men 
nor ſuch as are worthy the name of men, thar quir o_ 
cIGvsS 
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ſelves like men,as they ſhould according to x Cor 16:13; in 
our ſeyerall ermenl per empl ”m—_ I 
the like » Prov 18. 22. So x Chron 6. 10. Jehbojads 
or Azartah ( either of both, for the Holy ghoſt piyerh 
liberty to underſtand cirher ) ( Sacerdetem egit |) executed 
the Prieſts office ; why,did not their Predeceflors and ſuc- 
ceflors execute the ne office ? true, but not with like. 
Prieſtly wiſedome,courage, zeal, faithfulnefle. There is 
ſuch alike phraſe in Job 33. 23. One of a thouſand to de- 
clare to a man his rightcouſnefſe and ſo his failing and fa]- 
ing ſhorr of ir: rhar is a fairhfull admoniſher of the ſcarcity 


Prov 31.10, 


Matth 20, 16. And if not ele& then nor effeRually called, 

and then Chriſt nor being united ro us, we are till full of 

ſcliſhneſle, ſelfe-conceir, ſelf-will,ſelf-ſceking. q 
Regſon 2.Fromthe hardnefle and ſtraighrneſle of the gate 


and caſc of the gate and wayes of fin and death, 


13.14. 
"Kegſon 3. From the yariery of the changes of relations, 
wherein a man ſtands.A man thar is a —_ ſervant, if he 


become a Church member, he can deſpiſe his maſter, whe- 
rher he be carnall(becauſe ſuch:) or 44 want acty becauſe then 
equal in Chriſt, hence x Tim 6.2, 2; | 

' Regſon of fewer women. 1, From the greater liable- 
neſs to deceit and tempration, 1 Tim 2.14, * 

Regſon 2. From their greater vehemency and impotency 
| in their paſſions and lufts,nor onely on good abjeRs, 2 Same 
F” 2.26, bur on evill alſo, 1 Kings 21.25. __ 

y ,Regſon 3. From their great ſuperſtirion, Aﬀs x 9.502 Tim. 
| 3-6,7. This Solomon found by experience, "i 

Reaſons of feweſt in Court, 1. From the preareft paucity 
and rarity of great men called, x Cor 1,26. 
_ 2, From the affeRed liberty of great men eſpect- 

yoJer 5.5. 4A 
on 3. From the ſelf-ſecking of ſlatrery, frequent 12 
rtiers, Hoſ7,3.5. 2 Chron 24.17. 1 Kings 22.43" 
Reqſon 4. From the remprarions rhar follow rhe Court: 
Immunity from Controlment, Amos 7.13. Iſgi 30.10. Impu- 
nity from the hand of Juſtice, The court is col made 
aſanQuary for iniquiry, Vſe. 


ents, 2 Sam Io, 12. See 


ef faithfull men,David(a Couricr)cemplaineth, Pſalm 12.1, | 
Reaſons of few men, XI. From the paucity of the ele&, 


and wayes of righreouſnefle, with the- — liberty 
To 
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' Vſen, Torefure the 
in | tude ; nor one of a thou: 

e ans of all ſorts. L FR Fan 
la Uſe 2; To diflwade men from bleſſing themſelves in lea- 
h ing ſuch a life,” as moſt men lead, Exod 24, 2 Scarcity of 
d 

re, 

is 

: 

Y 


ſtore of company in geod wayes isno juſt diſcou- 
ragement from walking in chemzyert with this caution , nor 
therefore to negle the mulcitude of the godly , whether 
in matters of ludgement or praQice, 1 Cor 14,36. 1 Cor, . 
- 11,16, 
- 3. To humble both men and wamen {for this ſcarci- 
goodnefle amongſt us. See how low finne debaſerh! 
7 | We are not worthy of the name of men and women by rea- 
+4. fon thereof, Prov. 30. 3. Pſalm 49, 20. & 73, 22, x Cor 
4 | 18432. Eccleſ, 3; 18, Grace makerth us like ro mes to 
, {| God himſelfe : amongſt men, one of a thouſand, bur finne 
f | makerhusrather beafts then men, | Nor one man ſcarce of 
a thouſand, or woman,thar quit themſclyes well in all rheir 
: relations, 
! Uſe 4. To weane'us from affeQing to live in the Courrz 
| whereof all places, goodnelle is moſt rare, God threarned 
þ preferment, in a great Court , for a great plague, 2 Kings 
20.18, 


Uſe 5. To teach good men, and good women eſpecially : 
. } robe the mere thankfull, char God ſhould ſhew us "__ 6 
| | ciall grace,and favour,as to paſle by chouſands,, and call us 4 


to goednefſe, Univerſall righreouſnefſe endowerh us with 
rare excellency,ſuch as is ſcarce found in a thouſand. 


Eccleſ.7.v.29 . 
29 Logthis onely have I found, that God hath made man wpright ; 
but they have ſought out many inventions. 
. N this yerſe we haye ſer downe the third experiment or 
Zeyent which Solomon found upon raking accounr of his 
own Wickednefle and folly; ro wit, the righreouſneſs of 
God in his worke about man, bur mans perverſe ſubrilry” in 
| | * inventing wayes of beckWtiagſer Apoſtacy from God.) 
| ef 1. How doth he ſay he found chis onely, ſeeing he 
p- rwo other things before > Firſt, The birrerneſle of 
wicked wotnen, verſe 26. Secondly, The ſcarcity of good men 
and greater ſcarcity of good women, yerſe 18. 
 Anſw. By Only is mcant chiefly, as Joſb-1, 7, 8; Gal 2. 10. 
Prov'4.3.(with 1 Chrop 3.5.) Cant 6.5. Que# 


\ 
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- "Queſt 2. How is God ſaid to make man Rig] 
x44 cous, Firſt, In his firſt Crearion, 
Secondly, His own Children (ſuch as himſelfe and 
before him)in rheir regeneration, Jer 2,1, 
Queff. Whar is mcanc by inventions, and mans fecking 
them our ? | 
Anſw. Inventions are rranflated, Engines, 2 Chron 26.25, 
as Slings ro offend rhe enemy, and Bulwarks ro defend our 
ſelves, Seeking our theſe, arguerh a perverfe a to 
deal ſubrilly in inventing wayes of corrupring our ſelyes, 
DoB# 1. A penitent ſoul rx Fa: goad account of hiswick- 
edneſs and folly, ſhall evidently and eminently find tl 
righreouſneſs of God in all his worke upon us, and rhe 
yerſneſs and ſubrilry of our inventions to corrupt our { 
eyen from our firſt Parents to this day . Evidently ] for 


or behold, ſaith he, Eminently ] for, ſaich he, This yu | 
c 


or chiefly,or cminenrly,. have I found, Inventions: 
meaneth no profitable inyentions for the good of themſelves 
or ethers,as Arrs,or ManufaQtures or Occuparions:bur ſuch 
invengzons whereby we ſeek ro ſtart away from God, and 
te corrupt our ſelves, As ſome horſes pur into a good Pa- 
ſture, yer will feek round abour rhe fence to find a gap to 
range outs Thus Moſes taught backſliding Iſrael 
31.19, ) to ſee Gods righr eſs, Deut 3 2.4, Their own 
perverſeneſs, Deut 32.5.15. Neb 9.33. Job 33. 27, 28.. God 
made Adam righreous ar firſt, Gen 1.26.27. To wit, firſt in 
knowſedge,Coloſ 3.10, giving him a right underſtanding of 
things. - Secondly, In hofineſs and righteouſneſs ferting 
his heart and affe&ions upon their proper obje&ts, Epb 4, 
24, Right ] Firſt, Asſurable ro the righteous Law of God 
which is a ſtraight and right Rule, Pſalm 16. 8.” Ag fer-- 
Gage: inferiour parts of the ſoul and whele man in aright 
order co the {uperiour 3 will tro the judgement or cont ci- 
ence, affe@ions ro the will, Prov 16. 32. ourward me 

to both, Rom 6.13. all to God, Rom6.13. all which are 
now diſordered and perverted,Pſalm 135.4,5. Thirdly, As 
being ina ſtare yell pleaſing ro God, righr in Gods ghr , 
2 es 29.2; : Gu 

eaſon of God ſo making us at firſt, The juſtice 

holineſs of God required ie of himſelfe, thar if he ereare 
man to a _—_— and ſupernaturall end(tu wit, f&ow? 
wich bimſelfe ) and require of him obedicnce © a i 
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' out many inventions ro fall off from God. Zve, and 


\ ſoul, From the proper nature 
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herwiſe from his 


61lf and crooked, | 

Reaſon of refarming man to a ſtare of righteouſneſs, The 

praiſe of rhe glory of his grace and mercy in Chrift Jeſus, 

2,4 £ 

EPA man ſecking inventions, 1,Frem the liberty of will 

God left man unto, 2 Chron 33.31, 

_ Revfon 2. From che forwardnefſe nor to reſt ſatisfied in 

the condition God had provided for him : but he would 

be aQtive ro improve his condition by his owne wit and 
the 


ftrengrh. Adam and all his poſterity, made righreous, 
engr Y, ) —___ 


y 
afion, Adam, invented a way to get wiſedome in 


nowledge of good and evill,Gen 2.6, Solomeng wives inven- 
red many wiles to draw him xo. tolerate them in che liberty 
of their religion, Solomen himſelf invented many devices 
how to ſatishc himſelfe in ſatisfying them, Conſcience is 
render, Faith is the gift of God : his facher David com- 
pelled no Pagans ro circumciſion, His ſubjets. invented 
many ſhifts, to pur off from rhemſelves the E:chfulneſle of 
an wholſome adyertiſement ro Selomon. The common people 
pur ir oft to the Nobleg,che Nobles co the Pricſts,the P 
roche Prophers. The Prephers excuſed rhemſclves by the. 
Kings rra cendent wiſedome above them, Eccleſ.8. 1, SQ 
David before him, ſought many inventions tg.cloak 
with Bathſbebah. 7, 
Reaſon of finding this as chlely | Eco to a penirent 
epentance, which is, 
deeplicſt AﬀeRed with fin as ir is Firſt, Moſt diſhonoura- 
ble ro God, Secondly, Moſt injurious to the grace of Chriſk 
contrary to means and mercies,and pernirious to rhe Church, 
of Chriſt. Thirdly, Commirred with the greateſt. perverſneſs 
and fooliſh ſubrilty of our own hearts. 
Vſe.n, To refute the Popiſh doRrine that original righ- 
teouſneſs in Adam by Crearion was wholly ſy ur 


and piyen dy free Top Bug then Adam had right. - 
c 


wirhour it,in which he was ngr,bur right. by.it, It was indeed 
Firſt, Supernaturall, as nor flowing from che Rags of 
natltire ; a man'is a perfet man withour it for ſub 

Secondly, As not deſerving by men who had done neither 


: good nor evil, Secoud- 
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2ndly, Narural,as dye, Firſt, ro the puriry of Gods nas | Þ 
: - = 3 


om” 
wire ro make us ſo &. Secondly, To the of 


mans nature, ' withour which he was not ſo perfe& in qua- } 


litics as were meet for Gods pure nature ro make,. The Pa- 
piſts herein exroll rhe freeneſſe of grace ro Adam, .. not to 

ific the grace ofGod, bur to derogare from the grace of | 
Chriſt, For it narure were emtire and perfe& withour Gods 
Image,rhen rhe want of ir in corru -2 nature is no finne bur 
narurall to man and ſo original fin depraving nature,& re- 
quiring necefliry of a new birch in Chriſt,is no fin,bnt ſuta- 
ble to right nature ; and ſo originall fin is no fin, not enely 
afcer bapriſme, bur cyen before baptiſme. Bur concupiſcence 
is nor of Gods worke in narure, 1 John 2.16. br 

ObjeF. > Cencupiſcence and Rebellion of the lower parts 
of the ſoul againſt the higher is narurall. For the man being 
made of a body and a ſoule, muſt needs be carricd both to 
ſpirituall and {enſual objeRs. And ſo thisRebellion and ftir- 
ring of the one part againſt the other, will be found to ariſe 
from the priaciples of pure nature. 

Anſw. The body may affe& ſenſuall obje&s, and the foul 
ſpirituall,and borh withour fin,” in ſubordination of ſenſuall 

mgs ro - my gens of both to God. 

Uſe 2. Toreachus acrue fign of repentance, neyer to 
blame God for our falls, bur our owne perv:rſe ſubrilty, 
God made us right, and the regenerate twice right : and 
his work barh'been'uprighr ro us-ward , in leaving us to our 
falls:we provoked him to ir by onr ſelfe-fullnefle, Burit is 
wee that have perverted our wayes, and tooke paines 
' (fought ourdevices, and cunning inventions) to doe wick- 
edly. Yea, this finding out our owne perverſe ſubrilty in 
ſceking our inventions to depart from God, and deceiye our 
ſelyes, ſhould more deeply affe& us and affli& us, then all 
orher eyils befides ; This bringing forth moſt diſhonour to 
God, Injury and abuſe to rhe gifts and graces of Chriſt, and 
corruption of nature to ripenefle and perfe&ion, 

Uſe 3. To reach us to loath alleyill Inventions, Rom 1. 
30, its a fruic of a reprobate minde,verſc 28, with 30. ſuch 
are inventers of Faſhions, Oaths, luſts,and torments. _..... 

Vſe4. To exhortus not to thinke our ſelves: ri ill 


we atraine that eſtaxe wherein God made us ar firſtzand 
with greater contentment in ir,then he took ; leſt we ſecke, 
as he did, many inycntions; Fc 


Ecclefs 


5+» Whoſs ns th commandement ſll fel wevi thing 7 4 | 


_. wiſe mans heart diſcerneth both time and j 
T He former Chapter Solomon enged with 2-com dnt of 
the inventions which men (though. made ri us Þ* 


are wont to ſeck our, both to- lead themſelyes: into fin; and; 
ro excuſe rhemſelyes from haly dury, | either of pure Worſhip: 
to Gad , ot faithful love to a brother fallen inco fin; who 
fallen, might after be healed by wiſe and faittiful ad- 
monition 2 but that. all forrs of men are wont to feck-oue 
many inventions ro'excuſe rhomſelyes from that unwelcome: 
office, as rhey count it. It was ſaid above, that .mean 'mert. 
pur ir off to Nobles, Nobles ro the Prieſts, the Prieſts yo be- 
Prophets ; che Prophets, and indeed generally all che forts; 
of Solomons loyal ſiſbjeſts; pur ir” off by the iciyentions Which 
hers in theſe words Solomen borh Jer at” refureth, 
lirvention 1. From. Solomons cminency of wiſdom, togerher: 
with-the unſcarchable deprh of his counſels, agd. priicaed=: - 
ings; which were fo deep as they were not able ty ſearch 
our rhe bottom , rhe: meaning or interpretation of rhicmg 
Who is as the man ( (that; i oy mon) the wiſe man 1. Kitigs 
4:31. And who knoweth the interpretation ( the. reafon/'of 
Cha of his matters > Our ignorance and w 
- { might his SubjeRs ſay) wil daſh us our of countenance, 


Hs ſpeak to him, 

X — efate I. From the power of wiſdome even in 4 medn. 
as a is hero meanc,as alſoin Pſalm 49. >.) Wiſdom 

_—_ of. the- 

ſtreggr 


bis ay to ſhine: Secondly , from the- change 

h vr boldneffe of his face , which may be referred, 
eicher ro the former antecedent, and then i. is meant, 

wiſe mans face, thar is, Solomuns face, the boldnefle ar - 


| $rengho of ir-(as the word Sgniſenh) hall be changed _ 
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doc what 1 am expanded. Muſdng - 
and Ca $ eo daild Temples to his wives Idols, 
the work, and all his $ubjeas tw'cok- 
for ane ro gainſay , but to obey, My 
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Commandntnr, thall feet two evil thing. y, $: Wau 
from the Diſcretion of a wiſe wins heart vs obſerve 
Time and Judgment , tha is, a judicivus and right water 
in valing wirh rhe king vr any other great-ong, ys 52+ , 
Thar theſe wards 4re'thits to be rake by way of 4 
otandAnfwer, or Invention and Refatation 1 - 

firſt partly by the Coherence with-the former 4 
ſecoadly parcly from the unſeefonablencſt of thy 

oth :rwiſe, if he ſhould here evroll his own Þ 

wiſdom and ſoveraigh power , whey lie is dt 
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of ſorne Princes e their 
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an —_ r Amiable, _ 6,28. 16, 2 Key Boe ls 1 ' 
10Uus et I8, Repare nwfalt, as 1 
; = _ and ftctn nts 
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| iseyer rakbh in 4} parr,as t for Sternnefs Dad. 18; 
- ſti. 33. T9. Din.$.23. 2 Impudency and rid | 
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Prov.7.13.'3 MS, 2nd ins, 
tie counrnmure of Drevid before of 


Joutthan': 1 Sem. 29.4;3,6, 2 of Abad biſkae « tht 
. of Fefhe before Pe ; Aﬀ 24.13. of if he firengi of 
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. Dan.6.24; Secondly, O 
6 ;. nat againſt bir, 
rarher the contrary. 


Princes,v.4, Anſ. Fil | 16 
of ir, is a pjcſervarive from evil, v.g, he is higher then 
ces, Ec. 5. 8. Prov. 21. 1. Secondly, .a wile mans h 


Safrh.z5.36,37. and Nathan, 2 $am.12.1 ro 14+. , 


ace of rhe Church and Common-wealth. . 

Vſe 1. To exhort SubjeRs to be faithfull in admoniz 
ſhing Magitrates, when God leaveth them .to ſcandalous 
falls, an 


e. 3. 17.to 21, 3 When they are not the ſons .of -Belis 


the ſtiffneſs of their faces; Exek 2,6. nor their wiſdom, pow. 
ef, will.  n 


E the face to ſhine, v. t. 
E Vſe 5 reach great men to let their counrenance-fall 
4 at any julFA 
nged, v.I, | " 
.- Uſe 4. Torteach a lawful uſe of an Oath of fidelity and 
MT ro AERraces, = | 
» Se 5. lo forbear haſte in executing. Magiſtrares Coms+. 
mands, unleſs it be in -lawfull and es matters, V-. 
Serve. not kings pleaſures in evil. Doeg herein. did..wi 
edly, 1 Sam.22,18, The Egyptian Midwives better, Eaud.1.- 
16,17. and the Guard of Saul, 1 Sam.2s..16,17. + 
* . Uſe 6, The- ſoverai of Princes leaverh hag arce 


any Faithfull Friends or Admonirors ; ſcarce . one of 2: 
Thouſand, v.5. Sce the miſcry of Soveraignty. | 


> 4 


I, not againit þ AB; 4.19, Thirdly An Oath } 
nd name in it , bindeth not to fin againſt God, bur - 
"2; The ſaveraign power and uncontroulable authority of- - 
5 Ef. C Oofs Commenilonengr ann LINE | 
rin- 


will obſerve a right time and manner, v.. 5, ſo did Abigal, 1 L 


- = 


Reaſ. 2. From'the Dury we owe firſt roGod. the. king of +} 
kings hom ro the King by Covenant : thirdly ro the 'Þ 


giveth us a Call ro it, Which they do. x when they | 

call us to execute their finfull Commands, as 1 Chron .21. 

FE 4..2. When by our Place we are to watch. over them "oF 
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al, nor Dogs, nor Swine, but will hear us attending updn- 
zhem, I Sam, 25. 17. Matth, 7.6, 2 Kings, $. 13.. Fear. nos» |» 


Vſe-2 To teach us the beſt Ornament of. the face-3.it is - 
fot jewels nor laces, nor painting, but wiſdom that makes |, 


dmonition : The ſtrengrh of his face ſhall be 


: 
. 
- 
»*v A 
* 


F ſpencing of ir evento a ki foe 1m mag 
' 'wiſe-mans heart rows Fry rhe rime ps 


> - p Theo L. * 


Þ— 


F tion, when he was falling into this grear fin 


x vill thi 


* 


oo 

” 

#, Bur Henani th Aſd,.2' throm. x6:16- ; 
Fouſb 2"Chrqi. £4. 20,21, Vrieh from 

br. 26.23; _ from wo Marks, 17. Stephen | n the 

Prieſts, Aﬀs 9,51 to } | 

ſw. Firſt, dT Set prevent” ſuck evil enter- 

tainment of the een bars his- Seryancs. Secondly, IF 


they ſuffer Impriſonment , Baniſhmenr , Dearh for < 
Commandement , ir is no” Eyil, bur a Crown of —_ 


Ecclef. $.5- | 
A wiſe mans heart diſcerneth both time and judgment. 


Hee wotds are a ſecond Anſwer to the third Invention” 
which Solomons SubjeRts made to excule reread 
for dealing fairhfully wich him-in+ ſome 


'F dome. 


his wives in the Tolcration;yea and mgincenance cofther k- 


FP. dolarrous Religion, bs 


The Inventionar excuſe was raken From che Soveraigns' 
ty and incontroulable- Power and 'Aurhoriry of -Princes , 
and rhe danger of eppoſitg them'(-rhough. bur in word) 
in their way, v. 4. Whereto Solomon anſwererh ; and'op 
ſerh firſt the ſafery of Obedience to- thie 'Q of 
God , o_ keeperth the Commandmene, ſhall feeF'no'e- 
—_ the diſcretion * of a :wiſe mans ' heatt 


ir ar 


in ſo ob too the he rime arid ſeaſon,”and 
way of an Admonirion as mighe nt m6 all 


v. 5. Thirdly, -rhe Iaſufficiency of retaining out qwn 


: I Tcraining the kingsfavour, Eccleſ.8.8; 


Time ] thar is a firſcaſon of an Admonigion, 
Jrhat is, the manner order orway Fir, as "the 


4 F word veranſle 1 Sam. 11.8, 
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mak chough ir were o w'Superiou even a 


his wn 


Anſw. Accar 


the 
NE 


je Bam. . Joy 


_ pp nk og 
(vio kayak TG, 17, ky 


»U5, & 


ther, ſw) Au jy won > 


Miniſter, > EASY 


Ix 7 ——reA Thirdly, ay 
ates Sark.2 5, SC. 28. - Founbly a 
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yes. What eG many order, or way of dif- 
nling an 4 tion. 
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They : y any man pablo ofirnings 


» Rules concerning the finnes admo Firſk 
Fung ryerterr rh mount 
' we may not reprove ugen aful] paging, 5 £27. 2%, x. 5; ny ao 

our awn inqui ny be locs i ſhould ſay, Lev we par wy” 

—_—_— 2's fol thre b wot gue; Wren 

11,3, Secondly, a difference 

; maſk be CE EET os Tnarz and ©neelsy 
— Camels err" noe be 
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he ojlſe, Firkt, ir -MonJh 


RE A een wards fuch as a ode 
_ Co hee and Rand loud Rs, 
words are, Firſt, generall terms, 6ſpecieHy 
ageinſt pretious-and gainful fins and Morbo bong 


ly rebuked, As 19. Be teens © Cloathed ins 
ble; 2 Sex. 22, 1,23. &c. An Tholy, Dalbverns the 


—_ us, an anether mans hacke, fee Godrejrorng 


hn bs Such as nmr rm is, 
as well as ſee faults , Aev. 2.2,3,4. Pills En yer: in 
«2. _—_— lefie fins would be fir reproved, John 
Herod for leile matters, Mark 6.20. before he 
= to _ marrer of Heredias { Vade privs periintandy ] 
EF. I 
Reaſon of the DoRrine, From a wiſe mans | 
henee God guiderh, and bleſicrh him, 
Uſe x. To inftru& us in this 
necelſary duty of love, 5 th gr at it w 
an hatred of eur brother in our heart , Levit. 19,17. 
excuſes of ir are finful inventions, To rel othery- of it, nor 
£ is a Gander and malice, Prov,26, 2S. To zime- 
niſh © grhemſclyes nor in fir crime and manner, ito 
peerage ra rake an Ordinance in yaine. 
Uſer. Toxcach che I ro- cake — 
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which 


The > | big 
Ignion had in the former verſe given it as ene meanes of 
GT ro SubjeR (in admonithing 

Niray) to wir, A wiſe mans heart diſcerning boch time and 


the univerſality of rhe ſubje&, ro which time an 7 
menx. is fixted 5 and thar is, to cycry purpoſe or buſin 
and he mcancth every lawful and purpoſe or buſineſle. 
", rhere is no Fame ny —_—_ t _ Pn. ſin; whence 
Jer zrerh as 2 Corollary, that the muſery of man is greag 
upon um: And withal he giveth the reaſon, why Gach 
great miſery fallerh upon men , in reſpe& of the time and 
Judgemeng , frred xo eyery ation , taken from mang igno: 


n theſe words he amplificth rhis fit rimeand judgment by 
c 
Cy 


L 


hi unktnefſe ro rel him, verſe 5. Who ſhall rell him, forthe 
Z rime when ir ſhall be > or for the manner how it ſhall be 
| the word fignifieth both. The words aftord .chree obſerva=, 
riots, which we may handle in order, and make uſe of them. 
rogerher 24 WY 


'DeZ.x. To every lawful purpaſe and huſineſſe there isa. 


S 
Iſat:55.6. Jobn 2.4, & 7,8. 


"Redſon I. From. the Soyeraignry of God to a int times 
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ner of doing apy bulincſſe,clpecially ſpicirually good, "Ly 
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judgement : therefore y 


his Prince going a7 | 
(the fir ſeaſon and fir manner of ſuch a duty.) . 


rance'of thar time - and judgement ; which he cxprefſerh. 
borh by.3 mans own ignorance: thereaf, and by orher mens 


it rinic and manner for rhe doing of ir. 'For perſons, Age. 
I 3.36, with. verſe 2g. For thoughts, 1 Kings s. 5, with 
7.3, For words . . Prov. 25.11, For aQions, «32.6, 


Reſon 2, From the beauty of every thing in irs time, | 


| 3. From rhe neceſſity of the concurrence of al 
due: circumſtances to make an aRion good, 2 Sam.177o* 


are ignorant of che cime and man-. . 


fan Þ a 


3 avibeRtirem fenders it 5 Caries Boa FR 
# 2 Cor:3:5. pune 23, A EDER rt finay 
| men,nor the godly wiſettor rhe wiſe kriow ri and judg= | 


ment;” verſes, Bur ordinary men, they neirher know rtimg 

and judgement theniſelyes,nor doe'others tell them. vs 
nary men conſult with men like themſelves : [who miſlead 
them,1 Kings-12. 84 

Reaſon x. From the want of rhe inward light of the image 
of God,they are darknefle, Fobn, 1.5. Eph. 5,8, 

Reaſon 2. They are ſelf confident and full, walking withe 
our counſel, Prov. 14.16, 28.26, 

Reaſon 3. "If theytonſultir is not with God, j] a1. FH: 33,25 
* Pſdm, 10. 4. nor with his word,and then no lighr,Iſa.8. 20. 

bur with fooliſh and wicked men like tein < ria 2:8, 

Do#'3. For want of diſcerning and obſerving fir frime 
and manner, the miſery of man is great upon him, verſe, 6 
Gen. _- 12.40 24. with Chap.31.40,41, 1 Sati.$,5. ro 18,8 
13.8,ro £3. 2 Kings.5,26.97- 1 Kings12, 5,19, 2 Chien. 35. 
22:23, 24. 

Reaſon r. From Gods delight and good pleaſure to youth 
ſafe his preſence, his concourfe and his bleſſing ng, when aQi 
| ons are done in Gods rime;and after his manners, Pſalm. 32,6, 
Hai.55.6;And his refuſal thereof, when otherwiſe, Amb. 14. 
42.1 Sam.13.13.Heb;12.17. 

Reaſon 2.. From: the: ſnare*and ner rhat lyerh upon men 
inevery aQion,done out of due time and matiner, Ecckſ. 9, 
», I2, 2 Chron. 35.22,23424, with Lament. 4.20. 'Crofles may be- 
fall a man-in the beſt aRions:bur ſnares, inextricable difh-" 
culries befall men-onely in cvill wayes,and good things done: 
out of due rime and manner. 

Uſe 1. Torcachnsro (diſcerne and obſerye, not only our. 
words and all our waycs, -burt even the 'fir gator _ | 
ner'of them, as:we do defire t&be freed of the great 
thar clſc may befall us.” . Zacob ſought rhe bleſiag'ou Wierve arc 
- time and manner + Ir coſt him nvcney y years hard 

| and his motherthat counſclled him a—_ _— 


# ſee him againe, - Thie Ifraelices fought ns | 
and.manner, , and brou ys rt uges, Wha pam che No mkayof 


our converhion, Le. 19, 42, * 44. 44, Miſſing rhe time of 


prayers, 
Ifd.119.24.& verſe nos, In che rimes and ities. of 
providence, Pſahn.32, 8. In-che Counſels wiſe, » |} 
Kings.12,7+ Fourthly, Fit manner in all ations is, Felth, |}. 
Ran. 14:h3-and Lowe, 1 Corut6 14. Far the end, ' 
rp Carlo $1.and rhe good of arhers, 1 Cer, 1042.42 
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whan be fell co the Taleratien and mainecrance 
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| fcdin an other Phraſe in that Language, Fſtim 22, 29. 
' ſpirit is here nacang che Conſcionce, as cfewhere ofteny 
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ond power over the Conſcience. 
He cannot.x Couftraine ro fin forbidden of God 


xo 18, norreſtrainfram duty commande't of God, 
7400-2:2o 2 y 2 vid, Cenſcience in things N irede ; 


| ih lay fach x or burrhen a cominandemenr 
y mn ther a fin 39 the Conſftience ty negh 
Fi, "s &. 1 7 es Crmmadiatar cas binds | 
i Cammandements of men would be rhe dufrrines © 


So. againſt aan. 15.9. 3 By outward 
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Secoadly-for che rrue Religion, as to worthip the true 
God che Maker of Heaven ane je the Father, Son aid 


Holy, Ghoſt, we anſwer in fix Propofitions, - 

. . Propeſ. 1. David and other Godly kings of Iiracl did nox 
force conquered Pagans Nations to worſhip the God of Iſra- 
el, wherher they lived in their own Countrey, or dwelt in 
the Land of Iſracl As in caſe an Heathen Profelyre came ra 
Jjoyne to the Church of 1Iſracl, ir was requiſite he ſhould 
circumciſc his Males, Exod, 12448. but not required that hig 
wife ſhould be of like Religion with him, Numb. 12.1. The 


ing a Pagan,and fo Malach. 2.11. not an Hearhen marryinga 


{wer which ſome dogiye, that the Kings of Iſracl are no 
Precedenrs for Chriſtian Kings, partly. becauſe they were 
Sacramentall; For whart they did as Kings; Heathen Kings 
- did"the ſame lawfully, And the land of Iſracl did nor 
ys forbid Pagans to dwell in the land , as the Gibeonites, and. 
| Caprives, -- 


Chriſtian Kings compel any of their Subje&s xo rhe fellow- 
ſhip.of the Church, to yield up themſelves to their Cove- 
nants, Sacraments, and Cenſures,unlefſe rhey were fir for it 
and perſwaded ro ig. This concernerh. the ſecond Com- 
mandement,as che former did the firſ},Gen,9.27. Pſalm 110, 
3 Exod.12.48, If he will cate the Paſſcqver, then ler him 
feſt circumciſe his males:elſe he may farbeare both, _ | 
ade 2. Iris nor lawfull for Magiſtrates to ſuffer to live 
Eirft, Blaſphemers of the true God, wherher Chriſtians or 
Pagans within their power, Daniel.3. 29. & 6.26. 1 Kings 
20,23.28,42.whcrher in the land of 1iracl or our of itzyer A- 
Þab ns Type of Chriſt, Secondly, Ifraclires. or Chriſtians 


Apoſtacy from the Covenant, verſe 2. Thirdly, witches 


Exod,22.18..Levit.20.27. with 22,23, Fourthly, Scducers, 
NV ,Deyt..13.1.co $.11.and ro Herefic, - M&tÞ.5-15» 


> Pers. 2,3.Dent 13.10.Za«Þ 13;3. OR 
Phje#. Bur is nar this ro puniſh. a man for his onc__ 
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- Law.in Exre.10, & Neh,1z. concerning an Ifraclice marry- 
Pagan hefarc his conyerſion. - It is nor therefore a ſolid an- |} 


Types of Chriſt, and hecauſc rheir land was Typicall and, 


- . Propeſ3. N either did the oeod Kings of Iſrac]l, nor may | 


Apoſtate to Idolatry, Deut.17.2,t9 7, in ref] & of their 
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hath render reſpe& of an ignorant weake; £ cegI Cor: - oy 
8.7. 10, 11. ngt ſo of an hardned, 1 Tim.4,.2. Such aconſcÞ w 
ence doth nox extenuarte, bur avarc lin, as being 2 Pur; "-" 
E niſhmenr of fin againſt light KK, conlezenges 23-7, by 
Propeſ 4. Magiſtrates may compell Church-Members to Y 
obſerve Church-orders,according ro the word, and others nor l 
- ro diſturbe them;Exra 7.26.29, CI BINS | 
Propoſ 5. Magiſtrates may . compell all ro heare the word 
"of God, Adﬀs 3. a2, 23. yerif men take exception at rhe 
- calling,as being cirher roo Romiſh,roo necr ro Rome, or roo 
, far from it, Ler men be firſt convinced of the lawfulnefle ra 
4 hcare the word of God from any,Jer 28.1, to 6. 2 Chron.35 
21,22, | 
Propoſ. 6. No man can pretend Conſcience for Atheiſme ; 
F (for _ Nation ſs barbarous, bux is taken-with conſozence. of 
% £2 - - 
Uſe 2. To enquire,how then do Miniſters and Churches 


according to propoſition x. ( Suprd-) > Tim 3. 25.26, weaks 
'_ * - conffiehcs 


move Four ends, Job 14.5. A85 17. 28, 


Reaſon 2. From the preciorſneffe of 2 wares He amll foul x 


greater then any than can-give ro Gol, Pſal 49.9,8,9. 
Reiſen 3 ie he the i irq EC Nmce in dls 


— _c-...v2._«H 
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offered ty tir, and we zgrinft ie 
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raged om grave I neye if be not 
overcome. Brath feeder; on-ehemn, Pſdm 45.14. Seevnd- 8 
fercomr eh Fromrthe cauſes of this Watre, Our carncft deſire to pre» 7 


vir ſelves ry 2 ©0r,5. 4. whence deach 
was counted, 9ipy qubGepely FoCypurtidller, 2s 


contrary — deſtruſtiyve to nature, Againe So 1 


in Dexch {Rom 5.12 ome drops + 
t,t Cor 15.55 :whence ro x carnal{ hearr, Gods wrath, 


a To teach us there is a warfare berween a man and - 
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a: avoiding ir: Erol. confidence will not 2vafle us, 
 28.14,75. 


Meanes or preparation againft death, 7, Dexdh Sir : oy 


Rom 6.8.9. 2 Dearh ro che world, Gef 8.14. t Oy 29.30 
gr. I Cor. 15.30,31. Fed Jo Qithns 0d 13.19; 2 Tims x: 
12,Pſal 45. t,3,59,15, 4 Walking wich 5 Genr 
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1 ” nicious ro him that obeyeth it ; 
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4,15. 2.50 4.1 17.,$o Aſa, 2 Chron 16.10.Ss Fe 
| with 3 4 8.10. $0 Hexghiah;s Kings 20: hay 


Jj66 : 1,359.22. N.4 
x. From good pleaſure, ro leaye every child 
ofhis ar ſome rime or other, ro ſome ſpirizual deſertion, /z 
Chron 32, 31, Wherein Gods counſel 4s ; Firſt, To make us' 
feel our need of Chriſt, Iſai 38. 14, A ſoul op reſſed cryerh ; 
our for an underraker.or ſursty. Secondly., To yy * mY like - 
unto Chriſt, Luke 22.5 53. yer vich this diftere being 
ſifred,ns chaffe or drofice was found in him, Jok -q 14. — * 
ſo Wes " Luke Kr 31, 3>, Thirdly, To make us know arty is 4 - 
in our hearrs, 2 Chron-32. 31. eſpecially ſelfc-exalring, i]* þ 
Chron 32.25. Pſdl 30.6,7. andro heal ir,z Cor 1247. Gen 34) © 
25. Fourrhly, To chaſten rhe youpes ſin, who might Ido» 
kze rheir-rulers,2 _ 24.1, ER 4.20, b 

Reaſon 2. Fram the. power of carrupt narture,which t 
ſubdued ro grace,will ſamctimes break the yoake,as Eſa ; 
Jacobs Poon, Fen 27.40, 1 

Uſe 1,To teach Magiſtrates an holy and humble jealoufie ©] | 
over themſclyes, and watchfulneſſe alſo over themſalies þ 
and one anorher, [ The Application of this to aur preſcas, 

Daren ſee i in Fe e Schedule annexed, 

Uſe 8. To tcach rhe people not ro ſwallow downe all the 
Commandements of their Rulers, leaſt, ſomeximes Y 
thould Rule you to evill. This is Solomons ſcope here, $4. | | 
CRT, 16H 5.7%, 1 þ5 ij 4 4 

$. To provoke pe e to pray for rheir 1{trates,' 
thar Chriſt would keep = ? 26S paL of Tryal Wy 
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And þ I ſaw the wicked — who had come and gone the 
. 01 f the Holy,and they were forgotten in the City, where ay. bY 
ble 0 done : this is alſo vaniy. 
is verſe doth depend upon the farmer, by way of pre-, © 
yention of an Obj JeRion,thus, If one rule oyer 
ro his h rhe hurr * as well redownd ro him that. charru- 
kth;as to then thar areruled ; wicked Rulers Ree | 
toan untimely end, yea want burial ( Lay 4 | 
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* wir, of the Subject] nor ſo of the Ruler; Ard in/ſo (doing) 
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rhar is,in Ruling wickedly to. the hart” of others , I-have. 


ſeen the wicked buried, who had come and gone from the plate of® 
rae I have ſcen alſo rhe wicked forgozten in the- 7 


wherein they bqve ſo dane, that is, had'ſo wickedly ruled. Tb 


+ &ſo vanity. This engreaſerh ror a | men , and 
aggravarerh the vanity of che condition 


the ſonnes of 
men. 
Dor, x. The place or ſear: of judgement is the place of 


'the Holy one. ; 
- -Fer he ſpeaketh here of wicked Rulers, whom he deſcri» 


beth ro have been converſant in the Judgemerir ſeat , in an 
Hebrew Phraſe, they had come and gone from the place of 
the holy ; Holy, in the ſingular number, that is of rne Holy 
one. The holy one is God, Eſay 57.15. The place of che 
Holy one, is Heaven, Eſay 66.1, The Temple, Aﬀs 21, 28, 


* The Throne, or Scar of judgement, Pſal.82.r. The humble 
- ' hearr, Eſay$7.ts. The third is here meant. For he ſpeaketh 


Kings,v.4. and of them as wicked, y.9, 10. 
Reaſon 1, From Gods Ordinance thereof, Rom. * 2. 1,2. 
Reaſon 2. From his preſence there, Pſal. $2.2, Prov.29.26, 


'2 Chron, 19.6, 


Reaſon 3. From his ends there chiefly ro be attended , 
2 Chron. 19.6, 

Uſe*"To teach Magiſtrates to pur off carnall AﬀeGtions 
yas ſhooes were put off by A ) when we come tv the 
> TPY ſeat, Exod. 2, 5, The like was done by Joſhusg 

oſh.5.15, 

DoFr.z. When a wicked Ruler findeth a buriall, and the 
memory of his wicked Rule is buried with him, It is 4 vanity« 
Or hitmſclfe finderh a Funerall ; and his-wicked Rule nd 
memorable Obloquie, 

When wicked Rulers come to an untimely end;zand their 


Þ - Tyranny meererh with juſt obloquie , it dorh nor 2 lirrle 


m_ firſt, ro rhe honour of GodgExod. 14. 17. & 15, 1. 


) 
Secondly,ro the edification & warning of men. Senacherib in 


Herodot.So Virgils Mexentias Diſcit Jufitiam. For wane df this 
Belſhaxza was reproved, Dan. $, 20, fe Bur yer ir ſome- 


Sel: 5 # 
- - times commeth to paſſe, thi dd. meer with burial, and'ne 


py ©. 
*\ 


the civill 


cherwiſe all 

and all ones, © 

kl, 
fle check they meet 


Ecelef.4.8. 6492s 

* Uſe. To teach us to give honour co -God , and to take 
warning to our ſelyes, when we fee God calling Princeseo 
account, Pſal.76.12. & 107.40, Job12.21, &c, | 

x; xs 2. To teach Princes and:;Rulcrs,to rule in the feare of 


n our generations ; for if God recothpence Princes, ſurely 
he will not ſpare meancr perſons, Prov.10,7, Fſal.11%6. 


4 ry, os "i 

| Recauſe e ag4inft an evil. work, is not executed Peel , 

_ the Sth ſonnes of men is fully ſet in glhem#.t0 
evill. | 


FT Y0#. 1. Sentence is not ſo ſoon executed , #8 paſt, 
_—_ evil work, Zeph.2.2. When an eyil york is 
done icatence om ſpcodily, - Zach. 5, 1, to 4, A ging 

Roll, ro unply ſwifinefle, Mdl.3.$. Gen.4.7. Sin ligth at 

doorc, as a Serjeant Or Gaoler, to watch and keep, 
him wherelgever he gyerh, No Gioner but gocth, Wp-® 

- down with his Keeper, Pſalm g7.t3. & 9:26,8 NGA: 
The ſentence is paſicd ſpeedily, Fir, in ©9096 : 
Micah 2,3, Jer,t8, 11, Secondly, in the cutſc 
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righteouſly, 2 Sem,23, 3.0 thry may expeR cou 
buriall,and able me: 1. 2 Cbran,16.14, & 2 1 
& 33,33. & 38,24.Nor ſa others, 2Cbron,z1,19,&c.& 33.20 
Jer.22.1 8,19. 


- Uſe 3. To reach all men, eyen private men, to doewell 


m_r—— we ww. 9, 49 as © 
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rdly, is rhe conſelenes' fehs- fin< 
ner 5,2 Sem.24. 10. Like the ference wrierem on 
wy_ the honſe, Die. 5, 5, Fourchly, In rhe prepata- 
i + exnſes fo conyition and execution ," to wit”, in 
the cauſes, of Hale drvvrek another, By Davids nals 
ery Bitbſheba, a * uncieanry intohis 
why Hence Ammon defiterh Tamer , ſhe was Abfolons fi- 
K&;31d rhar drawerh Abſolon to revenge ; Abſolony heaury 
draweth on the King te pardon him 3 Barhfbebay farher be- 
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| Ing Etiam (2S0m. 11.3,) and Eliam being the forine of Abjty="  - 
from David co 4b- 


fhe!, (2 Samn.23.34.) rurned off Abit | 
ſolon, 2 Sam.15.31. yet is nor executed ſperdily, Gen.8.3, © 
Numb. 14.33. 1 Kings 21.29; 

Onef, But why Id the Lord be pleaſed to delay ex- 
ecurion, ſeeing many evils grow upon it t As firſt, It obſcu» 
rerh Gods juſtice : The puniſhmenr of x fin comming fo 
_, ſeemerh rather a calamiry,then a juſt judgemenc 
of this or that ſin. Secondly, Gods providence is 'henee 
called into queſtion, Pſal,73. 11, 12, Mal.2: 17, Thirdly, 
Among men, The good are diſcouraged, Pſal, 93.1 3,13;14. 
And the wicked bee datdenk, As in the Text, 

To theſe Objeions, map be anſwered ; Firſt, God car 
cleare his juſtice in his own time, and in his own way 3by 
ſuiraþlenefle of the judgement, Fudges r.9. and Remorle of 
conleience, Gen, 42. 21, Secendly, God will in eyery age 
cleart his providence by ſome remarkable judgement Pf; 
9.16, Pſal 58.10, 11, Thirdly, Good men mult judge of 

ings by the word, riot by preſent eyenrs, Pſalm, 93.17. If 
ſome meri be hardned,ir is that God aimed ar,for their incor. 
rigjiblencfle, Efay 1,5,or for rhe wickednefle of their fathers 
+. IS. h 
Regfon of delay 1 1; Meet it is God: ſhould ſhew his pats.” 
ence, a3 well as his juſtice, Exod. 34 6. Pfaim. 145. 9; 
Slow. t5 anger, to all; eſpecially ; heving placed the 
governinent of rhe wotld in the hand of a Micdiator, Exod: 
3332,3. Secondly, To lead on fome ro repencance, Rom. 2; 
+3 Fet3. 9, 15.1 Tim.1.16. Thirdly to reward hunulia- 


tion, rhough not fincere, 1 Kings 21% 29. 2 Chyon. _ ” 
Fo cir 


y,to give way to others ts fulfill rhe incafure of t 
fins, Genieſ. 15,16. and fo to make Way for rhe rreaſyringuipy 
iid ſhewing forth his power and wrath, Rom: 2.5, Dow; gs; 
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 - Filleth thein, Firſt with reſolution to fin, Fer:44;16,t7, 

and wich boldnefle, Eſay 3.9. Secondly with cuſtom in fin, * 

Jer«13.23. Thirdly, with skill in fin, Jer.14-22. 

©”, Reaſon 1. From the depraving of their jacgrmenia by this 
means; cither ro think, Firſt, there is no God, Pſalm, 14. x, |, 
or art leaſt rhat he regardeth nor things below. Secondly , 
thar God is like themlelves,P ſalm 50.21. Thirdly, Thar ſuch 
and ſuch evils arc no fin, 

Reaſon 2. From the deprayation of our wils by impunity : 
Nor ro feare God, Pſalm 55.19, 

Uſe 1, To take notice of rhe yenomous corruption of our | 
nature;rhat can ſuck ſuch poyſon our of ſuch a-{weer Artri- 
bure, as the rome of God, ' 

Uſe 2. To beware of ſuch an abuſe, 

2 Vſe 3. To exhort us ro be more filled with forwardnefle 
" L to. good , and hatred ofeyil; firſt, by rhe judgments of 
| God againſt ſin; ſecondly , by the mercies of God tothe | 
: Vi 4. To teach Courts and Churches, neither of them | 

to be too ſlow in executing ſentence againſt evil doers, 


Eccleſ. 8. 12, 13. - = - 
E- # 12. Though a finner doe evil an hundred - times , and his daies be | 
+ prolenged ; yet ſurely I know that it (ball be well with them that. | 
«© feare God, which feare before him. 
13: But it ſhall not be well with the wicked, neither fhall hepro- 
. long bus daies which are as a ſhadow, becauſe he feareth not 
mr Ah God. 

N the former verſe Solomon dechared the abuſe which _ 
iT wicked men make of Gods patience , and of mans alſo ; * }* 
Þecauſe ſentence is not executed Feedily againſt an evil work, the | 
bears of the ſonnes of men is fully ſet in them to doe evil. In chele + 
words he om an Antidote againſt this abuſe, raken from 
his own knowledge and certain obſervation of the good 

- —_— them” that feare God ; and the evil eſtate of the 
wicked. 1 x 

The good eſtate of the godly he amplifierh, Firſt, by the 
Diversevents; Though a finner doe evil an hundred times, & 
his puniſhmenr bc prolonged ; yer it ſhall we wel wich them 
that feare God, dads, y the contrary. of 


wicked, 


| bis daies be prolonged ; Daies is not in the ſentence; and. that. 


' direR. 


'rainly it ſhall goe well with the godly; bur neither wel nor « 


A , by the cauſe of this. their differen 3 
eſtare, hs Gor before rhe: face of God; the RX 
other doth nor feare before God. Fourthly , By an- argu-"- 
mertr from Solomons own teſtimony thereof; and thar nor, Y | 
our of conjeRure, bur our of his own certain knowledge, - 

Do#r,r. Howſoeyer a wicked man may {in oft, and eſcape 
long , yer a godly wiſe man may fully aflure himſelfe and: 
others, thar'it ſhall goe well with them that feare God ;/ bur 
neither well, nor long with the wicked, 

Sinne 9ft] the text ſaith an hundred times; a certain num- 
ber of multitude, for an uncertain ; 19 PRD is not , and 


is denied in the next verſe, He ſhall not prolong bus dates; But. 
the meaning is, and a prolonging be ro him, ro wit,of execu- 
tion of ſentence, if puniſhment be long delayed, and ſo he 
long eſcapeth, 

Tet ſurely | know] And ſo a godly wiſe man may know and 
afſure'himſclfe and: others, That it ſhall be well with them that 
feare God, | bs» «Hl 

Quef. Why doth he not rather ſay, Thar ir . ſhall nor.be 
well with the wicked > that wopld make the oppofition mare 

 Anſw. Firſt, becauſe many rimes the long continuance of, 
the wicked in their finfull. courſe with . impunity is a pu- 
niſhment and hardſhip to che godly :' Sans raigne 1s Davids 
baniſhment ; Ahabs raigne is Micgiabs impriſonment,1- Kings _ 
22.27, Secondly, becauſe the godly are apr- ro ſtumble ag” 
the ſighr of the Impunicy and proſperity of the wicked, come 
pared with their own ſtraits, Pſjalm-73. Jer.12. 1. and the 

odly muſt Firſt have Cordials, before the wicked -receive 
their Corroliyes, Matth.24.34,41. Eſay 3.10,11. P70v.11+31, 
Pſalm 55,23. Job 15.31, &c, moans 

Queft.. How, or wherein doth it appeare , , that notwith- 
ſtanding the long patience of God. to wicked men, yer:cer- 


long with the wicked > | 
Anſw. Firſt, in that ir is a pledge of greater mercy reſer- 
yed for them ,thar feare Ged , the more that God proleng- 
geth his patience , and long ſufferance to wicked men, Rom. . 
9: 22323, Secondly, in he this long -paticnce of | Pp 
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& a" ſpeedy thorrning of the rage of . the 'wicked. over > wy | 
olly, Palm 125.3; Fourthly, in that che daiezof the wice. - 
ed arc alwayes cor off ſuddenly, before rhe tune, eirher of 
# fpheirexpeRariongor ar Jeaſt of g=_y mm_re Amos &, g. 
The | gee dywn at noon iinplicrh, partly a great; 
phy cams hog from heighth to depth, Pſalmg 2:9. And'part- 
ly a'ſudden change, before che buſinefſe and the day be half 
finiſhed. | 
Reaſon. From the fear of God in- the godly, and thewant. . 
of the fear of God in the wicked. Fhis: Reaſon is expre | 
given in the Texr, It ſhallbe well math them that fear God, 
which fear before him, V.'12. It | 25 "I with the wicked 
becauſe he feareth not before God, V. 13 . 2M 
Before God] The Hebrew is, before the face of God; thay | 
is, before firſt bis —_ in his Oxdinances, Pſalm 105.14; 
Secondly, his preſence in his Providence, Prov. 5. 21. Pſalm 
IIS. 168, & 34.16. a | 
Feare of God? Firſt, in holy reverence. of his great and' } 
glorious Majeſty, and goodnelle, Pſe/, 130,4. Heſ.3.5. '# | 
| 


condly, in humble ſenſe of our great weaknefle and uawor- 
thineſs, Phil.2.12,13. Thirdly, In awfull ſhunning ro dif 
pleaſe him, Prov. 16.6. *<! 
Uſer, To reſtrain us from quarreMing at Gods.  proyÞ 
dence, becauſe it may ſometimes ſeem ro.goe , w orſe with 
Gods people, rhen with the wicked, Jer. 12.1. Say ir cod 
: i ly, Andie ſhall goe well with the godly, Pſalm 73. x,Not 
©) '$* ro the wicked. | 4 
' - Bſe-2. Torake heed of abuſing Gods paticnce unto hardy 
nefle of heart in fin. WES 
ho. To ſupport rhe ſpiric of fach as feare God; iinke 
midſt of the proſperity of the wicked, and: in the midfh.of 
their own affliftions, "1 
_ © We4. To tcach us the feare of God, Feare before din fuce, 
his Qrdinances, and his Providences. Ir is a certain” pre: 
fage of good-ſuccelfe, 2. Chron,20.3,1 8,15. & 11,712, Jr igan 
evercomming ( or deniall ) of our ſclyes, whick elſe 
wanting would enfecble us, 1 Sam.2.9. Judg-7-2. 


Ecclef. 8. I4z14,-' d; 7 : 
14. There is « vanity which is done arte = 
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venity. 
15. Then 4 commended miyth, beepſe « man hath no better bing 
under the Sen then to eate, and to drinks, and to be 
for that ſhall abide with him of bi tbo the ater of by 
which God giveth bimunder the 
theſe Verſes, vo-the end of the. pF: verſe of the niath © 
ha aprer, Solomin declarctht and ferrerh forrh anorher ya- 
ich he obſeryed-ir- che world , the promifcugus fuc- 
$ andeyenrs that befal good men and bad,chicfly by rhe 
oyernment of Princes, n 
qe Feurrh verſe- he propoundeths one kinds" of it ,, 
«Thar there be juſt men ro whonr it happeneth according, 
tothe waik of the wicked :-and' on the contraty there be; 
© wicked- men to who ir happeneth according to. the 


This promiſcuous. vent he amplificth 7 Fir 
jun® ventty of it, chere is # yaniry: done uyuti che ed nag 
Paid this 18 alſo vanity, vanity uſhererh ir. in, and waiterh 
upory iviafrer; yerſo x4. both are-yanity borh char rhe juſt 
finde , according ro the wark- of the w rhar che 
wicked finde -according to che wotlk of the juif.  Seconglly. . 
by. the ee ir wroughs, in\ Hojomon, whicttis the uſe he made 
it, to- commend mirch; And rhat he proverh , Firſt; B 
the equality of rhe goodneſle Merent > rhe" free cheer 
uſt-of the gv6d-chings of rhis" life , being cqual mo ah a 
courſe which'a man can rake in ſuch a caſe, Seto 
the Permanency of rhis good with him as a ſauce ro Sd, 5, 
all his fabour in-rhe dayes of his life which Gad giyerh him, 
verſe 1 5.] The coherence &f theſe words with the former, is, 
that Solorwon-ſaw ſome wicked Rulers honourably nb. 

che puniſhment of _ offenders prolonged, and there 

onurward: view-it mig $1 Lc the cſtare of wic 

men nearer rhen 4 eſtate of rhe. godly (f 3A ofil 17 Jem d 

_ fairy knowerhche contrary ag Vow IO. woo 

kerh ocean 16 obſerve and ſer forth this v —j 
fully', rhe- Ccuous chars and 

mo nd bad me intheſe-; *and*in the  followi 

Cuous EVERTS are clirce forts; Pie, 


MAS LS 
For” WY 
#7 #4 
-# 
PS 


290d men fare a5 rhe evil the oh gs thar evit fare 89} 1 
Eyod Frys ext, Seco CG © > GR ſomeimes borh fare . 
alike : If good "men fare well , ſo doe the wicked ; if the. 
wicked fare eyil, ſo'doe the good; Chap. g. 1, 2, &c, to Io. * 
Thirdly, Thar men of beſt abliry- and dexterity. are.diſap- | 
poinred of rheir hopes and meanes, verſe 11, 124+ 54. 
"DoFy. 1. lr is a vanity tobe obſerved upon the carth, thar 
{dmerimcs-ir ye juſt men according co -the- worke of 
rhe wicked: and ir ſoineximes befallcth the wicked according - 
ro the work of che © Da Luke 16.25, Pſal.73.12313,14, 
Reaſon 1. Through the wickedneffe or weaknefle of ru- 
Jers in Commonwealth and Church, Pſal.12. 8. |{di.5 9. 15. 
Malach-3.15.2 Sam.16.3,4. Exek,13-22. , - | 
' Reaſon 2 Through the wiſe Providence of God, Diſpen- 
fing good things ta the wicked, Tq lead them to repentance 
Com. 2,4. Or elſe to harden them in impenitency, Rom.2.5« »-* 
Diſpenſing evil rhings to rhe righteous : Firſt, For chaſtiſe- | 
ment and mortification of fin, 1 Cor, 31. 32 Secondly, For - 
Tryak, Dan.n.35. Iſai.27. 9. Thirdly, For our good ar'the 
larrer end, Deut.8.16. Heb.5.8, Job 23, no, All theſe rhree” 
ends are co-incident, | hs 
Reaſons of yanury, there is a fourfold yanity in it 4.1./Of 
uncomeljnefſc Prov. I.22, & 26 1,8, | 
Reaſon 3, OF unprofitablenefle ; The wicked make anill 
vſc of ir, P/al. $2.19, So doe the godly, Pſal.73:13,14. 
© Reaſon 3.. Vanity of uncertainty, Aﬀs 26, 22, not know-- 
in Whar {hall befal me. | 
" Reaſon 4. Of Confufian, follewing rhe fall, and the con- 
dirion of all carthly things after rhe fall, Rem. $. 20, Not 
thar'there is any vanity in Gods adminiſtration, of ir ſelfe,; 
All his atts are wiſdome and righreouſnefle , bur Firſt,/In 
men ir is a finfull yaniry, to wit, of unpcofitableneſſe in the 
ſufferers, and of wy in the doers of ir, viz. In ſuch as cxalc 
the wicked, and diſcourage the pood, Secondly , in orher 
creatures, I meane in xhe diſpoſal of them in chis magnet, 1% 
is er yaniry, | | : 


i ww 
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6 efor che wicked, Not to account themſclyes righteous 
though ir happen to rhem according tothe wark of the right® 
Oi Eicher chence learne ro repent, Rom.2.4« Or look- 

wrath, upon wrath , yerſe 5, This Uſe is garhercd frgm #5 

yerſc 10re the Text, Eccleſ.Þ. 13, | | 
Vſefoy godly taen, To commend mirth to a godly hears \ 

4 ; . - : | ah 
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eh .Thenl 
pe Thar js, irſt,A free uſe of the I | " 
adthe like, verſe 15,& Chap 9.7,8,9. Secondly, Conrent= 
ment in a mais cſtare, Thirdly, Delight rherebi; * q 
Reaſon 1. (If ir fare well with us, Iris bore with us then =: 
many other juſt men, - - S907 | 
4. Reofen 2;. Ir abiderh with usy'or devieds to :u3- of our la. 
f bour,it is the reſult of our Tabour'rhrough mercy,” 
4 
Y 


Reaſon 3. | Jay is as Oylerothe wheeles, it tre weak Cal 


usto all the duries of our callinggor maketh — cakie, mop 
8.10» > 
PE Reaſon 4. If ir goc ill with us,yer we have conven jency, 


yea much more then we deſerye;Gen 32.10,Lemens 3-204 


-  *} mourningfor crofles doth more hurt then goods, 2/3C07- 9.10. 
F ObjeF. Bur ought not a man to be humbled under,croſ- 


35 {cs oY | 
7 Anſw 1. VYes,burt when? We Shave been fabled; hw: bear 
ow all cheerfully and rhanfully,x Sam1.7.18.2 Sqm 12.20.t0 24 
2 2 Cor 12.7,8, 9. Abandori therefore ſultennefie /and diſcon- 
- tentm@e- under crofles, ' 2, . To follow diligent labour 3 in 
our calling. It is that, 'wherero joy and-mirth is joyned: 
the ſame werd, with thar, Gen 2.9. 34 Eccieſ..5. 12. 3, To 
| Reckon our lives by daycs,as rhe.wiſe map here doch, Pow: 
$0.12. Gen 47.9. it will help us, Firſt,*Nor tb promi 
ſelves mulirudes of:ycars, :Pſal 90.5. Secondly; :To Fe 
ro give account = each day,Pſalm 3 9,12. -Thirdly, 
Fe and make uſc of prefenr'opportunity\#eb 3. 15. Fourrh- 
, To forecaft-proviſton.for the.day, Matth 6.1174-To othe: at 
tw dayas anew gift of God, Text,verſe 5. | | 


EY.1 Eccleſ.'8. I6, 17 Fo. 1. 
Y * 16. When 1 applyed mine heart to know Wiſeloe, a, to ſee the 
buſineſſe that js dome wpon the Earth : (for alfo"there is that 
nerthey day nor night ſeth fleep with his eyes.) q 
\ 17, Thep 'bebeld all the works of God, "that a mnt coma fu 
out the worke that is done under the San, becauſe wy 
labout to ſeeke it out, yea'further, though 4 * __ has to 
know itget (bal be not be able to finde it. 
N the two formerVerſes Solomon obſerved it as a great va- 
nity, The FR eyenr and eftare that befell good 
men and bad, cſpecially. rhrough rhe - miſ- n—_ 4 


Princes, . In theſe © two verſes, he obſerycrh rhe like promif- 
—_ 


; "— *ECCLdsri us © 
cyous/'< "able pelaine 


«Ars hc 75 with wt roy 


non here ſereerh forth by | 9s ure mr 


ous meditation, and ftudy, enquiry afrer thereafon 
ir,after the wiſedome and counſel of Gods _ 


In theſe > v7 an Adjun&s, Firſt, Byche 
and affiduiry of ic, ſo as he found no reft nor 


ns nor my ſeeke our this > lars verſe 16, 'Se- 
Byehe 


irlefneffe of it,he could nor finde whar | 


he he (ought, Which he ferxeth ferth by a double 
3 I. Of labour inſcarching, though a man hz- 
beer n-Geblng teens 5 2, Of wiſedome, yeait a wile man 
thinke and purpoſe, and profeſle ro ſecke i ir, and ro fine 
—_— r9-know it, yer ſhall he not be able to atraine: it, 
IF. 


DS 1, A man thar ſhall apply y his heare to ſearch and Lf 


diſcern the wiſedome of Ged i work and de 
the righteous and with the wicked, though himſe 


wiſe, and. his labour great to find ix our, his habove foal | 
be fruiclefle, and:hjmſclfe reftlefle. He ſpcaketh here of the | 


wilodeme of Godin his works and dealing with rhe righee« 
eus and with the wicked.( both alike ): as as appeare h by-the 
verſe before, verſe. x5, and the verles ning; CY Chaps: 
verſe 1,2,3, : is labour ſhall be ftuideflc, for 

find out what he fought for, verſe 17. and: himſelf raft reſtleſs 
2F Solomon himſelfe confefſerh(and he ſeemerh to ir 
of himſclfe) There is char neither day nor nigh ſeerk ſleep 
with his cyes, Pſal 73.16.Je12.1,2. Haback 1.13, T4, 15, Þb 


MOM 
Reafang why: fruiplefſe ; 1, From Geds concealmenrmany 
rimes of the cauſcs and:reaſonsof the» afflitions ofthis 


of inthe of rhcir rroubleyy- 
mt end : Job fag, rn be who hg 
Grengy hone ET eons 
part of their a ai&tion., 


reaſon: of Gods _ God: concealerd/ bis 
minde, vill we have armed to prefer his widow nd 
og —comge when Jeh-ſtooped: co chis:-EÞb40. 2+ 

y6'5% with\Chap 42. 5:6. ) thicn-he- nov- onlyſants panfe 


I Ne ne elhfeee of men (od ant bed, )Sah- | 
his own fert-- 


largo ed pl 


—_ 4 Aa @C. — —— a ws we -f wal d = we 


py n-. Man mae” ku LLEASTE ENS Sa0 7 


1: RK « why, re{tlefl:, x F ma the 
| hob The. TEA 


| nes of his providence is beyond our reach 


| 


1 | Jo.cool the braine, and would ſtop.che paſlage of. 


| panſcendent. mediratiang,ic readech. che ſoul with, vexation 
| and reſtlefſe diſquierneſle, 


' naturall cauſe which. isthe more aggrayatcd by the pry o 


eds | 
_ was.able-ro have humbled and bee S 
withous ſuch outward crofles and aMi&ions. : The 
ace could doe ir efieRually, by the word, That pid 
fer rather ro doe it by afflitions, what man can figde 
afon ?, Qr. if ſome ins, Ther man nets 
our fellewſbip wigh the firſt Adon in fin a Þ "My 
wich rhe ſccond Adam in afflitions, yet : j 
God have __ rather to affli&. ? jt Ear pred 
man, then in ourward man? and, wh t.nat-the 
wickedhave undergon,greater afflitions in this world. 2 
Redon 3. From the free ce, which, God, ah of 
ſome men ( both of rhe good and of the bad ) to deal well 
* wick fome of borh ſorts, and yo. deal ſharply with others of 


heck (Ger ob 2t. 2.332.492 54 


foro as when ver merybers. abthe body. are .xcaghed.and 


bread bean Thee nin be pen the No fuck 


>. From the force of 2 game intention of; 


wind.in difiguls, and aþftruſc ſtudies, to waſte: oma 
thoſe caole and, moiſt vapours: which riſe "_ ch 


iric £0 the ſenſes, and fo. procure: fieep. LA. _—_ 
jrics of the brain being heated, with. agitation PE lherk 
alſo hear thoſe 28. 4 and fo "Rap he 


' and ſpend them that rhey cannor ER 
ſpirits eo the. ſenſes 'and ſo fleep is chaſed away 


Gad, raking .away naturallreſt ro ach as ana 3 
| tiled in Hemill, RLDERED 
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dir oven wiledene, the evitnſel! of God in hive: 
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iffue, Faith firſt ſeeth Gods hand in all, and ſan&i- 
ferh the'name of his ſayeralgaty; He is the Potter ; we the 
clay, Wiſedomeg, Job 9.4. ig teoulnefle, Jer 12; 1, Grace to 
his people, and fairhfulneſle, Pſalm 119. 75. Secondly, 
ſirrerh up to prayer for a profitable uſe of all, Pſalm 143; 
10. Thirdly, humbles us under rhe mighty hand of God, r Pex, 
5,6. Fourtbly;direQerh us to the word for further counſel] | 
Pſalm 73.17, | oy 4 

Uſe 2, To confine our evening meditations ro marrers 


within our compaſſe, Evening meditations ſhould rather | 


be Devotional then Scholaſticall, To bear our braine, will 
leave it withour fruirt or reft, | 
Uſe 3. To acknowledpe ir ( as Solomon here doth peni- 


centially)as a yanity in our ſelves , That we have ſought & | 


find our Gods work and wiſedome,by our own wiſedome, ' 
Eceleſ..9. v. 1, 2. | 


TL. For all this, 1 conſidered in my heart, even to declare all this 
' tha the __—_ «nd thi wiſe, and their works are in the hand © 
no tran knoweth either love or batred, by all thats | 


of God": 
* before them. 
 _ All things come alike to all:there is one event to the right 
2; 4nd to the wicked : to the good, and to the clean, and'th the 
'* wncledne ; to him that ſacrificeth ,and to him that facrifedtti 


"45 is the good fo is the finney * and he that ſweareth, os he thin } 


feareth an Oath. 
N thetwo laſt verſes of the former Chaprer, Solomon ſer 


*%n, 


Pk ſerious inquifſition atrer the reaſon, and wiſedoie, 
and counſell of God in ordering the like promiſcuous eyents 
re the rightcous and to the wicked, ' And he ſers it forth by a 
twofold Adjun& : 1.” The reftlefle of himſelfe in ic, "Helaw 
no ſlcep with his eyes, verſe 16; 2 The fruitlefneſs of it; "He 
'could norfind ir, though a wiſe man and labouring to finde 
«Chap 2 1 3; train Wy 2 +; 
- Intheſe two verſes, he ſerteth forth the fame inquibrion 
by rhe'effe@ ir wrought in him ; The giving ef his heart to 
clas all this, ro wir, that followerh, vx: ro declare foure 
ſcrvations, which he had found out touching this marter 
_Firft, Thar che righteous and the wiſe, andtheir workes 
are in the hand of God : veife 1. Secondly , / Thayidh mea 
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' qurſelves or,orhers ; bur'by faith and patience to wait for" } 
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before their cycs obvious to them E thing 
come alike to all ſorrs of all ; which he exprefiech by a 
{tribution of the ſubje&, yerſe 2, , To the righreoug and co. 
the wicked, to the good and'to the unclean, To him thar 


| facrificeth and rthar ſacrifirerh nor, To the and to the 


Gnner, To him.thar ſwearerh 'and ro him feareth an 
oath, Fourrhly,Thar this is an cyill among all things dane 


- under the Sun,verlſe 3, 


De# x, Thar which a man giveth his hearr to ſeck and 


+ to find of all the waics of God, fo farre as he harh found 
T it,he ſhould alſo give his heare to declare ir. Solomon told 
- us in verſe 16. of the former Chapter, he ſer his heart, . with 
* much labour to ſeek the reaſon, and  wiſedome and counſell 
- of God, in the promiſcuqus events that befall the ſons of 


men ; that which he ſought he found nor 5 yr what upon 
ſearch he did findehe here relterh ug he ſer his heart upon 
it ro declare ir,Job 5, 27, Eccleſ7.25, to 29: 


*\ Regſen x, From the end of all Gods works, whether of 
\Crearion or Providence : Ir is that they may be knowne 5 
4 and thar God may be known. in chem : Pſalm 107.43. & 78. 
© 4,107, & 111, 4, (no man can remember,what he knowerh 


not) Joel 2.4, 


| Reaſon 2, From the end of all our knowledge of God, 


\ which is(rhis for one of them)ro tell ir ro ethers, Fccleſ. 12, 
| 9. I Cor 12,7, No light is to be put under a buſhell, Meth. 5. 


15, All knowledge is light; Talents not to be buried. 
Uſe x. To teach us'nor to be ſparing this way 3 whar we 


+ have ſearched and learned in any kinde of rp know- 
s 


ledge, the more ready to be to communicare it, Jeb 5.27, & 
I5,17,1%, 
Uſe 2; To teach us to enquire and ſearch knowledge ; 


younger perſons from the more aged, to give them occalion 


* - rodeclare whart they have ſcarched our, Jeb 8.8,9, 10. Prove 


20.5. A ſcaſonable queſtion is here a good bucker. 
Do# 2, The righteous, rhe wiſe, and" rheir works are 


in the hand of Ged,yverſe x, Thar is, Furſt, He is the diſpoſer 


of them after his own will : they are in hk power and plea- 
ſure rv order one way or other; ſo rhe ' x raken, Gen 16; 
6,& 31.29. Job 1.12. & 2.6. Secondly, He receiverh 

knowledge of rhem,and of the diſpoſal of chem ro hinſecs 


""- a 5 » 


x} *J w, * 
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EF 


44 \ 


x.1Y; Jer 10,23. Prov 20/24, © 
" "Reaſon x, From Gods adn lorerngn once the crea» 
a 13.8. As being rhe cauſe, Firſt, The efficienr pro- 
One he cenſeryant, Secondly;rhe final caufe of them all, 
om 11.36, | | 
Re i, © From the precious eſteem and which 
God hath his righteous ſeryanrs and their waies,tſei. 43. 
2:4. Pſalm 1.6. 
can 3, From the righteous mens recommendation of 
themſclyes and their waies,into rhe hand of God, 37. 
7.2. Tim 1.12, Theſe alſo wiſely conſider and obſerve how 
ad keepeth and guideth rhem, Pſalm 107.43. _ 
Regfon 4. From the wicked mans fleighting and deſpiling 
his ewn way, Proverbs 19.'16, As he that regarderh nor to 
chooſe his way , bur goeth through thick and thinne, he F., 
deſpiferh hisWay 2: So he thar careth ner whether his way 
4 be pure or filchy. Thefe three laſt Reafons ſhew why the Þ 
Ba righteous and their wayes are more expreſly ſaid ro be itn 
b- the hand of God , than wicked men and rheir waies 
though the'waies of rhe wicked arc in Gods hand alſo, tai, 
45.1-& 10.5,6. & 37.29. Pſahn 125.5. oh 
1, For comfort ro the righteous, If we and our wayet 
be in the hand of God, where can they be ſafer ?rhere 
us reſt, And therefere alſo in all eftares tv be the teri 
Conrenrtull, Pſa 3 9.9; Thankful;Jeb 1.21. and Fruitfal 
and foto grow the-more humbled in finfull failings, ani tht 
More « in Faith on God in well doing, It mi 
humble a good heart,that himſelfe fell into any fin; but the 
more that Gol in diſpleaſure gave him up ro it, If& 63.17.18 
well doing ir is a comfort to'have done well:but much grea- 
ter thatGod helped us, 1 Chron 29.t0.14, | | 
Vſe 2. To inftru&t us ro be wiſe as well as righteous in 
not truſting to our ewn power and will, for both are in Gods 
hand, Prov 3.5,6. James 4.13,14,15; <a 
Vee 3. To abafe wicked men, whom God- doth nor 
It 0 Forty in his harid , neither them Rader their 
wor he”? 


Do 3. Nonffin can certainly diſtern the love of kutred 

bet God to himſclfe or others , by their ourward eveats and 
ates. | "Y 

_ th met knowerd ]. Knowledge is cert} Azionatis Jaljchin. 
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| Eve or har ni6.of God; for bf God-beſoaks hacks 
; | " 4 - ' ” + v 
words next ; the righteous, and the wiſe, and their works 
TY 


the hands of God. 
ens 


| of 
SS | are in of ; | . 
hinſolfe orpthers J-for if he difcetne net the love or hn- 
| þ. od enſue, much tefle to ochers : and if be 
could diſcern it ro himſclfe, he might ro others ; and if ro 
others he might diſcerne ir to hi Far outward things 
are alike preg —_— 
| all that is before char is, by all chings lyi 
| > outward ſenſes, - prof; + or Ch Sepen 
- and events, Matth 6.19,20, If a man know the love 
of God ro him 'by eurward thitgs ; ourward things 
F would be as ro him,which Chriſt denierh 
 Reefos 1. From the cetruption and changeablenefle of 
qrrme chingy, Math 6. 19. and therefore - age" 
+ cerraine cyidences of an unchangeable and uncorruprible 
eftace. | 
'  Reaon2. From the like events and ſuccefies, and cftares 
w .2, Govd name to Demetrias 3 Jeba 12. as well 
= co the falle Prophers, Luke 6. 26, Wealth to the rich 
- Epi uke 466 wall ebony 34,25. and 
43 twolſagc,Gen 26.12 ure ro the wicked, Fob 21.41, 12. as 
; mos the godly, Eccleſ 2,10, Health _— to Epi» 
” cures, F ſal 7 344.48 wel as to C deb, Faſh 14.11 Beaury ro 4b- 
1 folom and ſuch,z Sam 14-25. Prov 11.22, as well as ta Serub, 
Rebecca,and Rachel. Long life to Iſmeel,Gen 25.17. as well as 
| Eve 35.28. Learning and wiſdom to che Agyprians, 
» A#s 7,42.28 wel as ro Moſes & Daniel, 4s 7. 22. Den I. 17, 
© Crofles ro Baſthrds, Pſul 58.33.aswell as to ſonnes, Pſal 73. 
| ee Drier ro rhe di a> xn, 60. as 
wel as to David, Pſdl 41 .8. Poyerry to 39.3, 
| PR Geo Lemaw laſs 16.00, ys ey 
dicar, $5. 23. Prov 29. I. as well as to Jerobvams 
/ good ſonnc, 1 Kings 14. 12, bg. Viokne deaxh, Jonarben 
; died in the field, and by the hand of che i- 
* ſedzas well as Sad, r' Sam 31.1,2- 
\  Reaſonz, Fromthe and yanity thac licth upon all 
- thecreaures by the fall, Gev 3. 17. 1tisa bondage ro the 


cgreqrurs ro Miniſter, to the wicked, not ro Mi ro che 
NF Ws $, 20, £1, This is che reaſon ofrhe former - 
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'0bje:Did nor Cain know Gods <acteprance'e Abel abovy'} #* 
, by an ourward figne of fire from heaven, or the bike | - 
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hi 
4 5.2? RA > j 
oo - Thar was a miraculous eyent, as was alſo the fire 
that fell upon: Eliabs Sacrifice, 1 Kings 18. 38. Bur Solomon 
ſpeaketh of ordinary common events. : c | 
Obje#-2.; Bur is chere not grear difference of a godly mans. | 
bearing the cyenrs and eſtares that befall hini;and a wicked | 
mans bearing his ? 
Anſw. Yes : but Solomon ſpeaketh nor of outward fruirs,bur 
outward events; | | 
. Obje&#3. Pſalm 41.1t. | 
- Anſw.. David knew flot the favour of God from the our- 
ward deliverance, but from the grace of God ſecretly re-! 
=. yealedin ir. So any benefits ſprinkled with the blood of Þ 
b. Chriſt, may hold forth cyerlaſting mercies, Pſalm 136. 23,1 
I 24,25» F: 
Vſe 1. Againſt Papiſts: Firſt, rhen outward polpety is... 
no cettaine ligne of the Church;rhough Bellarmin make it his 3 
fifteenth nore De Netis Ecclefes, |. 4. c. 18, Secondly , who” 
abuſc rhis place from the corrupt vulgar Latin Tranflation, +. 
to undermine and deſtroy the aſſurance of fairh of the love "© 
of God ro'a faithfull ſoul, againſt evident Scripture, 1 Job 
3:14, &c.'1 Cor 2. 12, Rom 8.16, 2 Pet 1. 10, Ir is a whorik 
Church,thar bringeth not up her Children ro know their - 
Father, 1 
Uſez. To teach us to judge wiſely of the chaſtiſements Þ 
of the godly ; nor to miſconſtrue Gods meaning in them ro 
our ſelves, or others lying under them,Pſalm 41.1,2,3, This” }- 
. miſ-judging was the fin of Jobs friends, for which Gods +} 
wrath was kindled,Job 42.7, OY. 
Uſe 3. To warn wicked men neither ro bleſſe rhemſelves 
in their proſperity, . as if that were a figne of Gods fayour, 
Zach 11.5. Norin their adyerſity rs promiſe to themſelves 
impunity in another world, ecauſe they haye their puniſh- 
ment in this world. LF. 4 
Uſe 4. Toexhorrt to look at chings Wrhin us ,and From 
us, for the 'knowledge of Gods loye to us. Within us;'1, The 
teſtimony of the ſpirit, Rom 8:16, 1 John 3. 24. > The-gifts *F 
of rhe-ſpirit accompanying ſalyation, Aﬀs 16: 30,38. 1 Jobn 
'14.18,19.From us; vur election of Ged to be our God, Pſalm. 
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Mike | -Righ Aptrans; Packgalas finners, dl unclean , 

; 3.18. 1Jodn 5-19, / Wh berry; 3 
fire-} .* Reſon 1. From Gods eternal ſe ro make all the vel- "; 
nen {| fels of che houſe of the world cirher ro honour or diſhonour, " 

4 Romg.21. 7 | 2 
ans'f Reſon 2, From the different original root of all men, cj» 
ed cher fleſh or ſpirir, Jobn 3.8. | - 


Reaſon 3. From the two differcnt waies that all men take, 
ur 3} Math.9.13,14, 1John 3.7,8: 

 Reoſon 4, From the largeneſfle of the rwocovenants, di- 
$ viding all men berween them, Gal.3.10, & 4.24,8&c, Rom.6 

” J4, &c, and 8,1,5, EF 
* © Reaſon 5. From the integrity of the whole man, required We 
F in Gods ſervice : which being wancing, men ſerve the dive], | 
 WMatth.6.24. Aﬀs 26.18. Coloſ.1.13. + 
F | Vſer. Againſt Purgatory ; for preſuppoſe the truth ofrhe 


53; 'dycrine, and there be but two places fer theſe two ſorts, to 
s © be beſtowed in after this life, Matth.25.32, &c. 

027 Uſe 2, Fo try what our eſtate is3 every one. of us belon- 
2 {© gcc eitharro one of theſe ſorrs, or to the other. 

E Marks of difference ( beſides the former difference menrio- 
4 nedin the reaſons) 1. What people doc we belongto > to 
7 ſuch we are gathered after death, Numb. 20.24. Gen, 25, 17. 
" 5 2. Where isall a mangdclighr, Pſalm 16. 3. Pſalm 26,5. and 


FT 239:21, 22. and communion, Pſal. 1 20,5. thirher ſhall he 
? nn aftcr death; and nor wirh the contraty; Pſalm 26.9. 
- If wedelighr in mer for righteouſneſs ſake , then che mort 
- righteous they be, rhe more we delight in rHem, Pſal.16.3.” 
'F _. Dofr.s, Allthe —_— in the world arc alfo good and 
clean, offering Sacrifices, and fearirig Oaths, And all rhe 
- - wicked are alfo unclean, ſinners; negligence Sacrifteers,'and 
fearlefle ſwearers. Y".. a | 6... 
 Gogdl] as firſt, filled with good Treaſure , MatHh. 12. 3S. PR”: 
| Seccondly,bringeth forth good' fruit, Matth.7,18: and fo fit- 3 
\ "red for good uſes; 2 Thm, 2+21, Not {6 the wicked; Manh.1 2, 
© 35. Tit.1:16. ww} f | 
- Clean, Firſt, by ae of the righteotilticfs of Chrift, 
4. Exek+36. 25." Secondly, by ſanRification of the ſpirir, Eſg 
” 43-3: Pſalm 73.1. The wicked are neither Matth.7.23. The | 
E - finnererreth eſt fo rhe rule or way, Pſalm 14.3:Secondly, 3» 
” from the mark or end, Prov. t6.25, NDS mi 
Fs | N by Sactificing/ «i 


e 


unro all, is the evil of ir, ſpecially the evil ct{c& of irgia the | 


them live an ill life;anddie an i!l dearh : yea live 


Canaan, 45 the unbelieving and. murmuring Iſrac 


73,21, and to evil men, Pſalm 312,10,. Secondly, Corrup- 
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Keck it, x Chron,29,3, 621,24, Geng4,4, 
This the wicked either negleft alrogether, 2 Chron, 5,3, 
Pſalm 119, 155, Or perform pertunRarily, Mulac,i, 7, &c, | 

The righteous fear an oath, firſt, As nor daring to take it 
in vain, Secondly, as obſerving it religiouſly ,. when taken; 
Joſb,9,19,2 Sam,9,1, Not ſothe wicked, Hol.k.n, Jer,z3,10, 
Exek, 17,18,19, , 

e. For triall of our eſtates, whether we be righteous or 
wicked by theſc fruits, . 


Eccleſ. 9.3, 0 6. + 

This is an evil among «ll things that are done under the Sun, that 

there is one event unto oll ; yea, alſo the heart of the ſons of men "| 

. Is full of evil, and madueſſe is in their beart while they live, 

and after that they go to the dead , ; ” 
4, For to bim that is joyned to all the living, there is hope ; for 

living dog s better then a dead lyon.. a - 

5, For the living know that they fhall die : but the dead know na JT | 

any thing, neither have they any more a reward: for the memory + 

of them is forgotten, | | 3 

6, Alſs their love, and their hatred , and thir envy is tow yer 
ſhed, neither have they any more a portion for ever in any thing 

_ that is done under the Sun. RR! 4 
T He fourch rhing that Solomon obſeryed, and thoughts ÞF 
mect to declare from the promiſcuous events of 


4 >8- FIRE 


hearts of the ſons of men. Coherence,ſee in wv,1,2, | 
De8, Amongſt all che evils that are done-under the ths ; 
this equality of events to all ſorts of men alike, It 6lleth che 
hearts of men with evil and madnefle , all their life time , 
even totheir death, v, 3, As who ſhould ſay , this makerh 


EE 


was as wel ſlain by an Arrow in battel againſt higencmics , 
as Ahab ; Aebuchadnezzar-is ſaid to have [ived forty years in 
a victorious raigne, as well as David, See many more ſuch 
like inſtances in verſe t, Do#, 3, = 

This is an eyil, frſt, Afflictive, ' both to 


die madly, Moſes and Aaron were as wel cxcl 


, 


Ly T4 Pſalm | 


4 
i] 


4 4 | t, : 
%1 * . - 
VE | 


” 
A 
w 
8 3 
= 
F , 


* 


+ 


"= RE 0 


.. 
Tz 
f1 - 
7 ” 
| ive 


> + je&s of their 
- bns thor objes | 
+ © below-: beyond whith they look not; v..&. "Hence the. moſt 


7 


iis *X 24 n "s df 1 64 E ES DET OR -Svt 5 

nefſcr ; feconfly, Madnefſe,y,y;® © 7D 

- Firſt, evil of fin, . The ground of his evil imagination 

th occaſionally - from theſe promiſcuous eyents, 4s 
conceiving they flow from rhe not giudance 7 rig by 
providence, 1, Evil imaginations jn particular,'thar the ba- 
ſeſtTife here is bertgr then the bet life wag wr -canfir- 
met by a Proverb, A living Dog is berttr then a'dead 1. ydn,v.4. 
Aad this they hold forttyin four inftances * Firſt, in fray and 
proviſion of ſupply'z The living haye ſomething to eruſt un- + 
to; ſee the Hebrew, v.4; The deadhavemneirher- friends ; 
nor money, nor ſtrengrh, &c. Sccondly{in knowledge eyen 
of ſotne furure Gunz The living Know thar they thall die 5 
the dead know nothing at all; v,5.: Thirdly, in-rewards 5 
The dead haye no more a reward, nov-tior ſo nuich as a'me- 
moriall of their good deeds, whilſt, they lived, v..5. Bur 


—_ 


* the living meec with fome reward here, Eccef. 4.9. Heſt. 6. 


3, 10. Exek, 29. 19. Fourrhly, indhe <cojoymenr of the ob- 
affSions, wv: 6. their love and their hatred , 
and enyy is now | petticd, Wh, They bave neither .affeRi- 


them left ; nor any' porrida in things here 
famous ef the 'Mearhens have preferred the 'meancft life on 


MF; carth,"aboye all the hopes they had of another world. Ho- 
4 mer reporteth of his Achilles, He had racker be aſervanc to 


a pogr Countrey clown here , then to be King: to all the 
ſoils departed: "So* Mites in Sores had rather live int 


me diſeaſes then dye. It.is another evil imagination, rs 
c 


God like wicked men, (tv wit, inliking wel of them) 

alm 50.21, 2 Evil Reſolurions,” Ectlef,, 8,411. x Cor.15.32. 
Iſai.$6.12. 3 Evil ſpeeches and praGtiles, ifei; ro, 71, Job 
3.1, &c. Mens hearts are alſo ſaid o.be $1lled wich madnefſe 
as well as with wickeencfle ; by- occaſfon of like eyents to 
all : Tn'thac-they break forth, Firſt, To outragions violence 
in fin, m(d.7 838. Secondly, To'feolifh +54 moroy 

ing in'lin, "3h Hebrew word *edrmincth of ar 


that os 
- nifieth bo prac glory, Iſai, 3, g. And filled chey beg with 


1. 
. v1 


"wick 
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Inciic att, madneſſe from \tHiSoteabron, all their life 
"Ver: Ty death, Job 21,13. Pfr 1 


" Wſe 7, To theiv a great Uiffatenee, Herween the righteous 


| * e wicked *The hope of the wicked is _ 


verſe 4. Fob 8.13514, Bur the righteous hath his chiete 
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in'a . _ DPS 7 5 , "It" is chrough 1 
Satans efficiency ;rhe righreous longerh tor diflolution, Ph7h, : 
depo | The wicked WTO lictle of any furure thing, bur 


he dycrh, he ſhall ſce God, hall be like him,&c. Job 139.x5. 
The wicked ſhall have reward in 6 
ſa,-p. 17. bur at, beſt themſclyes look for 
none, The godly ſhall have a reward in ecernal glory, Iſap. 
49. 4, The wicked ſhall neyer exerciſe their love any more 
after chis life, nor ſhall cyer meer with any thing lovely, 
verſe 6, Though they ſhall nor: employ rheir hatred or en» 
vy about carthly rhings here, ;yer they ſhall both hare God, FF 
and enyy the happinefle of his Sainrs : Bur, rhe righteous 
ſhall abound in love ro God,, arid in Gods love to them © 
Pſak 16.11. We ſhall abound'alfo in murual love to all the © 
Saints and Angels ; rhe greareſt ſtrangers there, will love us. 
berter then our beſt friends here, Pſal. 17:15. Our haut RF 
will not be wanting again{ Satan and wicked perſccutors; 
JOSE ry Ont alſo _ > m_ ( that whichis 
erc tranſlated Enyy, figni allo Zeal, 1/4a..37.32.) The 4 
wicked have no rs igns in this life , Phat: 17,1 -) Ts "I" 
portion of our inherirance is after rhis life, x Pet.1,4,5, * 
Uſe 2. Not to miſconſtruc Gods dealings with our ſelyes -*** 
or others : Ic is a roor. of Arheiſme, and will make us work | 
then the devils ; Fur rhey believe rhere is a God, and trem 2 
ble, James 2.19, - Ae 


"Uſe 3, To. reach us nat to reſt in a carnal condition, it | 
leaverh .us. without -knowledge , without reward, and > 
withour portion, _ ao | 


Ecclel. 9, 7: fo 10- 3 
7. Goe thy way;eat thy bread with joy, and drinke thy wine with 
. merry heart; for God now-eccepteth thy works, FEE 
8.'Let thy germents be alwages white, and let thy head lacks mv 
ointment. 
9. oo Ante 
Ije of thy vanity, which he hath given thee under 1hv- 
all the dates of thy vanity: for that is thy portion in this 
«nd in thy Labour which thou takeft under the Sun, * * 


oyfully with the wife whom thin love®# af the deierof 
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1#,. Colmn having in the former verſes declared ſour obſetya-. -» 
Sou which hc gathered fromGods dilpenling like. eyenrs 3 


| N 1 | T> 
# 8, g. Secondly, That he ſhould doe all the good which God 


| arg + 
verſe 5. Thirdly, ares 
4 : Fully lived wichall, all the dayes of thy vanity, verſe 9... , 


© 9. eſpecially inthe joytull fellowſhip of bis wife, 


- often before in his own perſon, Chap.2,24, & 3,12,13,22, & 


* , Firſt, Of life as vanity ; which Solomes here doth feelingly, 
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wall; He new giveth ſome praftical direRions frolll the 


ſame : Firſt, Thar a man-ſhould take all the, good 
which the providence of God purterh into his han wiſe 


eh into his hand to doe, verſe 10, 
1, The good which he dire&erh a man ro take, 4s inthe 
enjoyment of the comfortable uſe of all che bleſings which 
are chiefly 


God giveth him in this life, Which blef 
five : Firſt, Mear or Bread, Ic ts be caten with joy, verſe 7, N 
Wine, It robe drunken. with cheerful” heart , "OY 
and they rg be alwaycs white. | 


Fourrhly, Oyntments , and they not co be lacking to the 
head, verſe 8. Fifrhly, The wife beloyed, and the to be joy- 


sſon 1. From Gods acceprance of our worke,, verſe 7. 
Reaſon 2, From the , portion alloxred to us of God, verſe 


2. The good that we are any. way able to doe, he exhor- 
reth'te doc, by a Reaſon from the yagancy and ceflarion of 
all employmenc-.and bufinefle of minde, and hand inthe 
grave; and the grave deſcribed by our Adjun&, AR, or 
walking to it, verſe 10. Solomon here ſpeakerhinor in the per- 
ſon of an Epicure, but in the name of the holy Ghoſt. _ 

Regſon 1. From the: like ſpeeches in rhe.like ſenſe ſpoken 


$»1g,19, & 8,153 $8; 
| Regſon z, Epicures are not wont to ſpcak ſu Religioaſly , 


verſe 9, Secondly , Of che dayes of our life , as Gods gift 

verſe 9. Thirdly , Of the courſe of our life 33 4 journey to 
ve, verſe 10, Fourthly, Of ourlove ro our wiyes, and 

fellowſhip with rhem conſtantly , ayoyding ftrange luſts , 


verſe 9. * » | ; | 
. - Obje#. Bur garments alwayes white ,, and wife alwayes 
red it ſeemech co deny -any time. | 

Anſw. Soloman ſpeakerh nor . of exrraordinary times, and 


duries, bug of ordinary courſe. | 
; N 3 DoFr. 
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men ro takvall the got, atk to-doe all 


their hands atb e daygs- | *the 
ormer pate now, Ecehfi's. tt, 13,224 & $,88,19, As 2.46; 
& 14, 17. {4 minore] yet-it holderth in hicathens alfe, Pjaf. 
104. 1 The Jewes in cheerfulneile uſed whire garments, - 
Euke £6.'t g.-Prov.s. tg.Yor joyful love of wife, Times of 
humliation' -are-not ordinary , ſo alfo times of Apoſtacy arc 
excepred, Hoſ.9,1, | | 0 
Reaſons of the former parrof the Doarine, 1. From the, 
contfary wilking of wicked men, frerting and vexing them & « 
ſclyes with the promiſctrons diſpenſation of ourward cverus;, }. | 
and filling their hearrs with wickedneflz and madaetic, up: 
on thar decafion, verſe 5; ro, + | 1/14 a 
2, From Gods' acceprance of dnr worke hetcin,'” 
Ir is acceptable r4 God; rhat we ſhould ufe cheerfully what © | 
God giveth freely andicheerfully, Pſal,145.16, Dent.26,14, » | 
for Furſt ," It is an improvement and uſe of the creatarery-! ©? 
that em{-God gave them, Pſ«l.z 04.15. And fo a fulfilling oF} 
of one parvof the rhir# Commandement, Secondly,' The 7 
contrary -is weatineffe 'to God , not to accept and uſe: rhe; 
gifrs he. oftercrh, {fg}. 7to,to x3. In which reſpe&s- not; 
3 only godly men, bur'a} men-are bound to. cheertul accey- 
K. Lance of Gods goodneffe,withour ſadneſfe and mourning. : 
b: ' Reaqfin 3. From che portion which God giverh us in thig 
life for ourrourward man (as his grace for rac inner man}; 
2 Car. 12.9. Firſt, ir is Gods 'gifr, and ad meaſurement, Ecelef, 
gon His ralents arc to- be employed. Secondly, it is our 
ubſtance, ſupplying our wants and lofles,'Aﬀs 20,24 Hleis 
a poor man inthe midſt of | abundance, that wanrerhthis ,/ 
Eccleſ.5.19,20. Thirdly , ic is that, by occupying” of which 
weencreaſe our cftares, Neh.9.15, fnſpeciall manneg-rhis 
xo be a mans portion ; is: artribured 'ro-a mans joyfull Jife , 
with his wite, v.9. As who ſhould ſay: The beſt [portion & 
man can haye with a-wife, is a joyfull- life wich her albhis 
daics; as if he had'no portion withous - this , whatſoever 
bk. wealth,or friends, or.beaury,, or parts,, he had with her ;. 
K. wirhour this joyfulnefle with her, it were no potion as alt 4 
, Prov.5.18. Tt is a portion;, firſt, as given of God, Ecdleſs's» 
19. [ Prov. 19, 14.7] Secondly, for a ſtay and ſupport" of his 
life, Gen.2.18. Thirdly, ro impley for his furcher ad 
Prov.31.11, I2, ; FR 
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b = Prayer before, 1 Tim 4.4,5, and Th 
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| Reqſin 4. From the wearil 

mil vat ard-rmoopa Cat 

; Of PECVITY, 4 39.5, Secondly, of vanity-or emprt- 

neſſe , Plan 39) 6.  Eſay 55. 2. Thirdly,” of poo 

ment or fruſtration, Eſay 49. 4. Fourrhly , Corruprish , 
Rom.$.20,21, , 

Reaſon $. From the necefſary ſupport of a man in his la- 
bours, v,9. This comfortable uſe of the creatures,is as Oyle 
wehe wheels, Neb.$.10, 

wo iy 6, From the gift of every day of our life rous from 
Gods hand v.9.Job 14. 5, Pſalm 31. 15. As 17.26. Therc- 
fore every day ſome refreſhing. | 

Vſe 1. To teach the chil&ien of God ro take Solomons 
counſel here ; for ro them. ir is chiefly given , whoſe wark 
God accepterh;; In ſccking reconcilement with God, and 
fellowſhip in his Chriſt and Kingdom, Matth-6.33.1 Tim. 4. 
3. Tit.1.15. Hoſ.9.1. 

Rules'ts doe 1t ſafely ; Obſerve, Firſt, rwo Rules of piery : 
ankſpiving afrer, Demt.g. 
Io, Secondly, a Rule of juſtice; thine own, nor the bread 
of Idleneſs,Oppreflion, Deceit, F roy. 3 1.27+ 8.4.17.,&20.17. 
2 Kings 4. 5. Thirdly , a Rule of fobriery , Luke 21. 34. 
Fourrhly, a Rule of wiſdom, 1. Re rding che end of mear 
and drink, which is ſtrengrh and cheerfu nefle , Ecclef. 10. 
179; Of Apparel,is beſide, x.Neceſfity,z Comlineſs, 3 Ador- 
ning the inner man of the hearr, 1 Pet.3.3,4- 2 Regarding 
furure times and poſterity, Prov. 21. 20. 3 In frugality ; 
ſaving remnants, Toby 6. 12, Fifthly, # Rule of charity and 
mercy , in miniſtring part ro others that want neceſlaries , 
Neh.8.10, 

Uſe 2. To ſtir up Chriſtian yoke-fcllowes eſpecially ro 
this dury. Meanes. Peſt, Gs of heart, Job 20, 5, 
Secondly, care of murual plealing, 1 Cer.7.33,34- —' 

Uſe 3. To take heed of grieving Gods ſpirir, which rakerh 
ſuch care for our refreſhing, Ephbeſ 4.30. 

Vſe-4. Ts ſtir up to a Chriſtian ſtare and courſe ; It is nor 
a way of melancholy, bur ſeaſonable chearfulneſs. 

Of $: Ta reach us to look at this life - as vanity, and all 
the daies of it ; and therefore ro lay up an enduring ſub- 


ſtance , inthe life ro come, Heby. 16. 34. and. paticntly co © + 


bear my ogppncmen in this life, 
"Uſe 6. To look at every day as a gift from God, Lom-3,33; 
and therefore ro employ it ro his advantage, - Eccleſ 
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. Wharſeever thy hand 
e is no worke nor 
grave whither thou goes. | | | 
He Dorine from chis and the three former verſes was 
Y br : Thar the uncertainty of outward events callech 
all men to take all the good, and ro doe all the good thax 
God purteth inro rheir hands; all rhe daies of our life, 
Ofrhe former part, to wit, of taking all the good, hath been 
ſpoken iri the three former verſes : It remains now, to ſpeak. 
of doing all the good rhar God putteth inro our hands all 
the daics of our life. | 
* Whaiſceyer thy hand findeth to doe, impliech chree thingy's 
Firſt, th& which falleth within our Calling or Commiſſhon, 
er Authority, as Gen. 16.6. Unlawfull rhings, or things law- 
fult bur'our of our Calling, are nor to be done thou | 
be in our hand, Micah 2.1. Secondly , that which falleth © | 
within the compaſie of our power and ability,as the phraſe 
is uſfd, Gen.3 1.29, Ocherwiſe , though it be in our calling, 
| yet na power , we may omir it, 2 Sam. 3,39. Thirdly, 
4 | that whic uni 


God giverh us opportunity and occaſion to doe, 

as the phraſe is uled, 1 Sam.10,7. Gal.6.10. Eccleſ.11,2,6, 

I Reaſon 1; From the vacancy and ceflarion of all bufinels 

ih the grave whirher 'rhou goeſt ; as in the Text. ' 

No work] no performance, or accompliſhment of any buy 

finefs.” Nv device] The Hebrew word fignifieth two things} 
| * Firſt a device or cunning engine, 2, Chren.26.15, Secondly, 
"* an accoimr, as Eccleſ.7.27. Borh here meant : In the grave 
there is no ability or opporrunity, cicher ro deviſe or invent 
any good; Or, ro make up, or caſt up any accounts, 
© . Nor knowletlge) ro underſtand truth or falſhood , goodor 
evil.- Nor wiſdom ] to confider of any good ends, or of any 
good means leading thereto, © ay 
" "Reqſons 2, From the -loye which we owe to God, and, che 
meaſyre of it, which is with all our might, Deut.6.5. _ +. * 
Reaſon 3. From our ſtewardſhip , and Gods Lordſhip of 
that which God putrech inro our hands. The work is the 
Lords as our ſoyeraign maſter, 1 Cor. 16, 10, Church wot 
Jer.48.10, Warlike "execurion,'1 Sam.14.45, wrought Wh. . 
God, C0l:3.23,24, Servants work ; we are but FaQtors for 
him. There is an heavy curſe upon negligence in his work , 
Jengs.10, | 6 i 


SY 


ice nor knowledge, nor wiſdom in the Þ * 


rt all men to a conſcionable fairhfulneſſe: 
igence in all che worke. rheiz hand: findeth ro doe. 
The three reaſons in the Text are as ſo many motives : Be: 
fides, Firſt, Satan beſtirrech himſelfe bufily , and ſergeth all 
bis inſtruments aworke to choake rhe worke of reformarion, 
with ſtore of tares. Secondly, The more improvement of 
our talents here, rhe greater. will our reward be in fieaven;: 


b 4 Luke 19.16317,18,19, yea,it will aſhame usro receive ſuch: 


A 
- 


| -- in the grave, Luke 16:2, 


4 2 plenrequs recompence of reward for ſo- ſmall ſerviee; 
- There will be reſt enough in the grave,lſai.57; 2, Andre-: 
3 compence enough in Heaven, Cor 15, 58; | Thisdly, the: 
J hands of our fellow-labeurers faint in England;whar through 
23 multirude of variery of worke, and what through miſts and 
=$ fogs of rempration abeut chem, Neb 4, 14. ” 


e3, To reach men to fanifh and perfe@ their accounts 


24 with God and man.herc, for their is no perfeRing accounts 


Uſe 4. To look ar rhe whole courſe of our lives as a jour- 
ney tothe grave, whether we go to worke, -or x0 meat,. or 
to Sea,or to Church,or ro Law, or to Field ; to the grave 
we are going, Which is a marter, Firſt, Of: Admonition-to 
carnall ye ons to haſten. ſpixituall preparation, Secondly 
Of canſolation to the godly, -and warning alſo againſt ſecu- 
rity, Rom 13.11, _ | 


Eccleſe. 9. V. 31, 

I. returned and ſaw under the Sun, that the Race is not 
the ſwift,nor battell to the Frong, neither yet bread to the wiſe, 
nor yet riches to men of under anding, nor yet favour t0'men' - 
of 5kill;but time and chance happeneth to them all. 
N the former Chapter Solemon had obſerved this vanity 

char it. often befaHerh- che righteous according to che: 
worke of the wicked , and to the wicked according ro the” 
yorke of the righteous, verſe 14 - This yanity- Sefomon hath 
amplified in rhe latter end ot the former Chaprer, and in 

the former parr'of this Chaprery by ſundry arguments.” A-" 

ag arber arguments he amplified ir with this obſeryart- 

<nthar all eyents fall alike to all, ro the good, and We 

p..* ev}, 
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| neſlc | a) _ ditfore in Yo, . | { ee 
ſbakeh ſaid, wiſedome and ftr are for the watre ,” | 


mon here denyeth thar, and cellerh us,Ir is not inthe pow- 
er of the likelyeſt meanes to artaine their ends '; ot to effe&, 
their worke, And this he ſheweth us in five inſtances, 


I.. The Race is nor to che ſwift, 2, The battle is riot to the, * 
. 3+ Bread is not t© the wiſe. 4, Riches are net ta * 

men of underſtanding. 5. Fayour(tither of Princes or | 
le)is nar to men of knowledge, And belides he pte- | 
"—_ it, Firſt, By a reaſon or cauſe thereof in God, Taken *}- 


"es | 
| a | | , (1 . *; 
36.5: ) ſo events fall our, as wiſedome _— — ife-" 

Zelo(ar ſpeed), $kill(or knowledge) doe direA them, Sof6-" 


i 
bf 4 


from rhe over-ruling power of the higher cauſe or Apeny 4+ 


Gods difpoſing of time and chance ; for ſaith he, Time, r Ef 


Chance, or Oceurrence commerh ro all theſe. The wax 


@anflared Chance,here, is tranflated Occurrent (or occur- \ f 
rence) r Kings 5.8,4.Secondly, By a reaſon or cauſe in man, | 


his ignorance-of his time: which is amplified by the calamiry 
or muſery following it, verſe 12. 

De# r. Men of the /beft abilities and ſufficiences for any 
worke, doe. ofren meer with the like events and diſappeigt- 
ments ,..'as they doc that want them. Swifreſt men and 
horſes, are ableſt ' and moſt ſufficient and moſt fir forthe 
Race” 2 yer the Race is not te the ſwift; why then irista 
chem that want ſwiftnefſe ; ir is tro the flow. The ftrong 

.are beſt able ro win the Battle, yer the 'batrle is not to 
them; why then ir is ro the weake ; Men of wiſedome are 
moſt like to caſt about for meanes of ſubliſtarice, for bread : 
Prev2 £.30.yet bread is nor ta the wife ; and rhen it 'is to 
fimple people. Men of underſtanding are moſt likely ro 
attaine riches ; yet riches is not rothem, bur ro ſhallower 
heads, Mcn of kaywledge arc moſt likely ro win fayour from 
high and low:yer fayour is nor to men of knowledge, * but to. 
ignorant men, Fſd.33.16,19, Ames 2,14,15,16.1 Sqm 19,50 


2 Cor. 11.27. 
commerh to 


/Reaſon x. Becauſe chance ( or occurrence) 
all cheſe, that is, ſome eccurrence which Gods pro 
caſterh in by rhe way, har diſappointerh all che moſt Uke- 
ly meanes and abiltics, As the ſtone that was x of 


. 


Devids ſling, chanced by Gods providence 6 fall andieo 


_y or nr prer 

| » Fe Ii. 

fe-" NE end name: of b, which he will not communi- 
ho- | care rothe creatures 1/ai 42.8, Lament. 3.37 Hence in a mans 
w- | own ſtrength, no-man. preyailerh, 1 Sam.2.9 . 

& | Reaſoh 2, From the Creatures abuſe of his ralents; Firſ, | 
s, | Eicher by confidence inthens without God, Iſai 10.12,ro 29, 
, 

or.” 

"wy 

n * 


thought ir-was for cowards.-and'weaklings to call-u 
3] $ yo for ſuccour, not for him, whence he was fled: 
Secondly, Or by arming then and uling them againſt God 
| Amos 2,12,t0 16. 

Reaſon 2. From he time that God. hark ſet to all a mans 
| eceldes and chan Time is ſomerime pur for the varie- 
* ryof conditions ai changeaef good orevillthar befall men 
" a8 Pſalm 31:15, ſo here, Now when theſe rimes or changes 
+} <2me, - no meancs that the creature can uſe can prevaile toy 
4 - wichftand. 46.17, 

4 Uſer. Todiſcourage us from confidence and batogia 

1 ouwr-gitts and parts, Jer 9.23. & 17. 5,6. 2 Chron 25.8 
, F cancalily Aloppoyn: us, Firſt;  Eirher by raking; away our 
| pney O: uſc our Parrs, Amos 2.14, 15. Secondly, Or by Ta= 
| away our willto ufe rhem,z Sqm 3-18.21,22 Thirdly, 
giving rearer parts, (ar leaſt for the xeſent } to our 
| SY a7 39.16." Fourrbly, Wy in ſome ca- 
" ſualevent, 1 Kings'22.34, Fifth! bs ſending ſome un- 

ſeen Angels to  crofſc us, and to ages, our adverſaries, Joſh. 

4. Iris a like vanity to boaſt in our gifts and, parts. 
bing our good. ceſſes ro them)afrer Archicyement of 
our.cnds and deſires, as in confidence in them befere. hand 
Amos 6.13.Pſal 44.3.5,6,7,8. 
--Uſe 2, To prevent the diſcouragement of ſuch as wang 
- gifts and parrs or meanes,e Chron 14.11, 2 Cor 12.9. Ir may 
moderate our fcares in times of ſtrong and furmigable aſ- 
| GaukPagain us, I{dl 51. 12,131 Iris a forgerfulnefle of God 
F to feare creatures ; Ir may ſupport us alſo in our. weake 
proviſions .and ſtrength Winter-journcyes,.. huge 
| tormes and tempeſt, &c,P/el-46.1.3; & 93.3,4«. The ſafery 
| of Mariners and Paſlengers lives and eftarcs, lyerh -not on 
| Soxcuge Cables, Anchors,or Ships, Guns or Weapons, bur 
name and hand of che 9% iy he fwadlerh and rule: 
* the Sca,Job 38. 9,10,11, 3s 
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& 44 
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. © a polng 'c 
| $ bur counſels ro him; i}? 
whar i# chance ro others, is the Lord to Job, Job x21, Chan-"} | 

4 


ces are as much in Gods hand as Times, Fſalm 91:10, And 
therefore ro bear all chances that befall us, as befalling us 
from rhe wiſe hand and providence of the Lord. ; 


* 


Eccleſ.9.v.12. © 5 
12. For man alſo knoweth not his time ; as the Fiſbes that ere - | 
taken in an evil Net, and os the birds that are caught in the | 
ſnare, ſo are the ſons of men ſnared in an evill time, when it" 
alleth ſuddenly upon them. | my 
Olomen had ſaid in the former verſe, that it is nut-in men © 
Ire attaine the ends which they are beſt, furniſhed with "FF 
ſuſficiency of abilities r9 atrain,'v.17, "* 
A double reaſon or cauſe he giveth thereof : Firſt, onein”F, 
God; Times and chances arc in the hand of God , and'He FF 
cauſeth them to fall upon men, in all their waies, v, 11,” 
Secondly the erher in man ;- his ignorance of his time, the * 
cime that he ſhould rake for every a&ien, rhough he belit-/ 
red with abiliny ro.-performe it, v. 12.[ Bur this was formerly 
ſpoken ro by Solomen in'Chap.-8. 8. ] Therefore this verſe 
ma picker be raken as an amplification Of the reaſon given 
in the former verſe. There it wasſaid, Men ate often dil- 
appointed,/becaufe rime and chance befell all rheir aQions 
| and affaires *: and thathe amplifierh by an argumentof 
E-.. equals; Time alfo fallerh upon man himſelfe, and chance 
= chefewirh”; 'and this fer forth by the MY ignorance 
- man,of whar times ſhall befall him ; And that am 
Dy the miſery which thereby falleth ſuddenly upon manz and 
at ſudden miſery is ſer forth by a twofold comparilon,. 
Firſt, Of Fiſhes taken in an evill Ner; Secendly, of Birds ta- 
ken in aſnare. 

De#. The fons of men are commonly ignorant and uncer- 
rain'of the times that do befall rhem, Gen 27.2. Aﬀs 70.12. 
Jemes 4.14.Prov 27.1, Fccleſ.11.2.6. | 

Regſen 1. From the Lords pleaſure to reſerve this as # {o- 
veraign prerogative in his own power, Aﬀ8s 1.7, © 
"Reaſon 2. Torrain up his ſervants to @ childlike p 
dence on Gods will, James 4.14,15. alſo to a-warchtun. 
pregaration for ſudden changes, Merk 13.35 ,36;Luke 13, 3 ul .4 
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ledge e * ex. Jor 

Fore knowledge of good events makerh obedicnce 

mercenary,as Jobn 6.26, x. MF 
Reeſon'3, To. ſurpriſe wicked men with ſudden jrtige- 

© menes;as Birds in an evil ſnarc,and Fiſhes in a Ner,Fſel 37. 
: 1; 73.18,19; Dan5.5,6, 

:Þ .. Uſe 1. For a ſad warning to wicked men, not to continue 

F in ſuch an eſtare ; they know not wharz ſhall befall them, 

\Þ whar times ſhall come upon chem: bur what evill doth come 

Eyill be ſudden calamiry, Job 21.13. 1 Theſſ $62, 3+. - 

© . Vſe 2. To reprove the vaniry and impiety of ſuch as cons 

"ſult wich- witches about the cycnrs of things, the times 

F char ſhould come over them ; Whar got Saul by rhe. Witch 

+ of Ender ; or Haman by Sorcery ? or Balack by Bdlaam ? 

*  Uſe;3. To lcarne us an huly uſc of our ance of our* 


us 
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- 
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_” 4 times, according ro Gods ends mentioned in the ſecond 
E 


yes! Se 


1 F Reaſon. a 


«Ve 13-70 18, 


' 13, This wiſedome have 1 ſeen alſo under the Sun, end it ſeemed 
"  greatunto me : | | | 
14, There was 4 little City,and few men within it,and there came © 
 _=— har King again# it,and befieged it, aud buih great bulwarkes 
. _ agannſtit, ” 
I5.* Now there was found in it a poor wiſe man , and be by bis 
wiſedame delivered the city, yet no man remembred that (ame 


| poor Man. 

. 16. Thenſaid 1, wiſedome is better then Srexpt® : nevertheleſſe 

| = _ mans wiſedome is deſpiſed, aud his winds are not 
ard. 
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17: The words of wiſednen are heard in quiet more then the cry of 


t 


; bim that ruleth among} fools, 

18. Wiſedome is better then weapons of Wer : bus one finner dev 
'T Olomon having obſerved in verſe, 11.;that the battle is not to 
\J the frong ; bread is not to the wiſe 2 In theſe two. veries he 


verh an inſtance of the diſappointmenc of grear 'firez 
Thy ſuch a ſubje& as was leaſt able co refiſt it) rowit , 
Þ + weake-mcancs in a weake ſubjeR; and of the negleR of iy 


' 
. 
» 
: 
« * 


> bi 
- « © \ 
af + , , 


, ” : 
CR, - 
hd 3 " . 4 a 
= , 


3 * . *B ba. "* 
Ws £3 nf > WC; e 
MG pTE - 


iow me $ Thi great 
Dnfek 


againſt it ; fecondly, heb r 3 third, þ, 
Feat Þ, r apts 7,18. The dag of meares, 
mm in the City,an 5 | 
4 v.15. Which a@ ofthe prrman ei 
lender r equiral of rhat poor man, exprefled” in an Arg 
ment d'Drverffs : yer no man remembred that pooy man 
All which paſſages, So/omon ſctrerh forth, firſt, by the Rjns | 
ira er which he obſerycd in it, v. 13. 'Se-"' 
condly, 'By the wiſe obſervations which he ga rom. 
Ir: Tir her wiſedome is berrer then ftrengrh. Sxcondy | 
Thar a poor mans wiſedome is negleRed,yv, 16, Thirdl oy 
the wor of the wiſe are more heard in quier, thent 
of a Ruler among fools, v. 19. Fourthly, Thar mrs 
berrer then weapons of war, Fifthly, that one finner wn” 
,th much good, y,18. 
_ "DoS. Ir; 13 a matcer of much k a marter affor- wy... 
ding much wiſedome to the obſ; of it) A lirrle Ciry F 5 
ſmall firength, —_——— behcpel el bj agen: 3 
* King, with ſtrong Bulwarks, erved and clivends 
oY one man ; and yer a poor man to be negleRted. * 
(in Berh-nuachi ) a wiſe woman, 2 Sam.20, IF, 
Ge. Samaria by Eliſba,2 _ 7.1, (gc. Hieruſalem by 
2 Kingrty; 2, &c. by Epaminondass, Lamyſ7 
Alrzender the the great by Anuzimenes, Syracuſe by rcp 
from Marcellus. Alexandria by Anatolius ON rhe Roman 
forces.'Sce Valer. Max. 1. 7.0.3 "Eu feb. tb. 7.c.26, 
Reuſons of this power of ig: Firkt, Gods plealute to 
quite and exalr pifrs of mind above gifts of sf z as the 
it ſcVfe is more patienio chen the It, 23; 
Eccleſ.7 19. Secondly, From:the wiſedome of Bekens ſpiricuall 1 Wiſe- 
dome, .to earruſt God with. the c caſe c of the City it ſelfe; 
2 Chron 20.1215 Provas.to.[Prov.z my 
Reaſon of nelge# of the wiſe poor: Firlt, th envy of the'tich ; 
ondly, the conceit of his wantof meanes to get ay 
dr yg bur by ons chance hapning on a og 7 
13.54,55. Thirdly, from *s or incident 
the good chis chings of man by the Fall , ye >, Fob 
from the wiledotne of God to prevent a poor We mans 


" Ve I. To reach wiſc ten to obſerve the greater wiſdome ; 
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- | into 1icter words of wiſedome. | 
it] Veg. To reach us thar as one poor wiſe man may doe 
- 4 his Countrey much good ; fo may a linger by his wicked- 


” blers 
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47 i 
: f 


F Secondly, it hcard,. and followed, - yer hero be forgorren, 
'} Chap 9:v-15 16. In. this verſe he ſbewerh rhe yanity.inci- 
uf dent to the wilc man, who is alſo honeur 
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Uſe, To reach us, Wiſedoine is berter then irengrh or 
DO! of war, v. 16.18, | ct 7 16 
the, To obſerve the negle&ed condition of 4 poor wiſe 

V, 15,16. | 
Uſe +. To obſerve a time of Glence and quierneſs,where- 


much hurt, v. 48. Achan did much 
ut, aſh 7.11, 12, Fondh alſo, though a good man, yer er- 
out of rhe way,and wandring in lin, Fongh 1,11. _ 
eaſon. From the contagion of {in, I Cor 5,6. The  trou- 
of Iſrael, are the finners in Zion, 1Kings 18.17,18, 


Eceleſ, 10. v. 1. voy 

I, Dead flies cauſe the oyatment of hag omg oh ne P! 
Frys ; fo doth aTittie folly him, hath 7s in reputa- 
tion far wiſedome ? 
Olemen having ſhewed the yanity incident to the wiſedom 


of poor many towir, 1: To be negleed, 


- 
b 


3 ro 8 manin 


1: repurarion for wiſedom and honour, which: is, to be blemi» 


* ſhed wirh a little folly 3 and 'thac Jitcle, 


folly ro be like a. 


| dead flye corrupting a precious. box of Oynrment, . So this 


, © 
[2 > 
Pp £23 | 
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lirtle folly ro corrupt and blemiſh the exceUency of wiſedota 

in an honourable perſon | n- 
In the Text. three things are ci with three -; 
Firſt,..a man of qr; for wiſedome and honour with 
the pus Oyarmenc 'of an ecaty. - Secondly, . a 
y,with a dead We Thirdly rhe evill which a licrle 


lictle 
folly doth.to ſuch a wiſe honourable: man, + with the evill 
which a dead flye doth xo precious vynt ment; which is double 
URI cauſcth ir ro putrific, IA) cauſcth irs ſend forth a 
putried fayour, "TE" | 
Do#. As an honourable--wiſe man is likes an heca- 
ries precious Oynementrz and adlirtle folly like ron fiye; 
Sos cho corruption with'adead fiyacauſceh a 
m 


- @precious:Oynement, ſccing he found it nor ſo in his couns" 4x 


ſpiric ro take them as wiyes and concubines : 
+ ratetheir Religion : then to adorne it with counrenance of 


good! 
crifices. Whence the Mounr/ Over, - on which their S:: 
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= a whole houſe, / F 


quality, as Odour, John 12.3, perfuming a whole houſe, / 
Cant 1:3. and Colour, Yſal 104415, Secondly, in mannet of” 
skilfall- confe&ion. Thirdly, in <Micacy or verrae,” fer | Þ 
healing and refreſhing, .. Prev, 27-9, So doth the wiledome x 
of an hopuurable wiſe man excell, firſt, in odour ;*ir ſen-. 


- A lirrle folly is like a dead flye;like,firſt, in quanriry;1 X 1} - 


honourable wiſe man. | 
Pineda marvelled how a dead flySſhould ſo much corrupt 


erey. Bur there is a difference, firſt; of flies ; which in Ea- 
ſtern Countryes are many of them more vehemous and ney + 
ſome, Pſalm.78. 45. Secondly ,cf Oyrirments which in choſe 
Countreys arc more pure and precious, which in ours-are" 
more grofle and grealie ; they annoynted their heads aniifa»: } 
ces, Matth.6.17. 97+ + 
- Solomons folly in loving ftrange women corrupted his * 
then to tole- 


y Temples, and with maintenance of Pricſts and Sa- 


were built,was call'd-rhe mountain of corruprttion;z 

13;yew'it corrupted all Iſrael and Judah; "43 
A pang of folly,in David, io weakned his repuration, 2s 
offended all Iſrgel with the fayqur of it,and caufed a great re- |} 
A lictle folly in Aſq baniſhing the Propher, in'J at 
making affiniry with Ahab, in Uxgiah dfferin Incenle, in 
ab ſhewing bis Treaſures, ' in'Joffeh going to War a- 
gainſt Dbaraeh Neebo,s corrupted, and diſhonouredithe Gor 
Y” . yvernmenr 


> 
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Go F | of themall.. - I a : $2 7 | "8 che | 
'] Reaſon t. From & more obferyadle defilement of the moſt 
and precious ings, as in, the pureſt-cleare linen the 
female por is ſoon eſpied. A 
Reaſon 2. From the vaniry which God ſeerh ir meer the 
beſt gifts and parrs ſhould be ſtained wirhall, Iſai.23.9; 
© Uſe 1. To exhort men of place and honour to ſeck aftcr 
wiſdom : both rogecher makerh them as precious Oynt- 
ment. Folly in dignity is a great deformity , Ecclef, 10.6. 
Prov.26.1,8. 
Uſe 3. Torcach wiſe men nor to beare with themſelyes in 
2 little follies, muchleſle in great. 
i  Vſez. Torcach wiſe and bonourable men to make ace 
© count of an houre and power of tempration , and. to deny 
F indſuſpet themſelyes , rhat God may be pleaſed to keep 
2 them from falling ſhamefully, | 


Eccleſ. 10.243 | 
z 4 wiſe man heart is at his right hand, but « fools heart at his 
eft. 
3 Tea alſo when he, that is a fool walketh by the way, bis wiſ- © 
Kor faileth him , and he ſaith to every one that: he is 4 
ol, | ; $: 
Ss we words -preyent an Qbje&ion which might ariſc [4 
| from the former, F.; '2 
_ObjeB. If the wiſdom of the poor, and of the rich are ſubs 
4 jeRrgluch vanities (as haye been ſhewed in the end. of the 
Þ former Chaprer, and tn the beginning vf this) then where 48 
"$ the excellency of wiſdom above folly 2 | 
Anſip. In two things: lrſtin placing of the heart;rhe hearr 
1 of the wiſc is at his right hand ; of rhe faol at his left, V.>s 
Secondly , In the failing of a fooles hearr in” his ordinary.- 
courſe and way, and rhercby bewraying himſclfe openly 9 
be a fool, verſe 3. | ety” 
© Dodr.r. There is a great difference berween a wiſe man 
} andafonl, in the placing and carrying of their heargs, Ic 
is not ro be thought there is any gbſcryable difference in 
the hearr of a wile man and of a fool ; for chen {ame Anato-. 
miſts. would hayc obſerved ir. Bur the heart is pur M:yony- : 
-  mically farthe minde, judgement, and will of a man, And he 
— the Righrand Left hand are put Mctaphorically. The C 
4 - meaning is, Firſt, A wiſe mw dorh not ayms at Lanier \' 
. ends _ 
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is work, Matth..6.3, Ne oy ar Uh 
glory of Gud , and rhe of himſelf and orhers. A f60- 
liſh Phariſee [ Chrift calleth chem fo, Matth. 23; 17,19,] he 
doth all ro be ſeen of meny Matth.6.2,5,15; z Kings to,18, or 
for ſome ſelfiſh end or orher, Secondly, A wile mancarry- 
erh his choughrs and workes with ſtrengch and demerity, 
As the Right hand is counred ſtronger then rhe Left ; 
ſo what is wrought with ſtrengrh is atrribared ro the Righr 
hand, ®ſaf.118,15,16, & 98, 1. Thirdly, Awile wa 
be ſaid ro have his heare ar his Right hand,jn thar he t: 
all rhings in the faireſt and beſt ſ:nſe from God or- man, 
Pſal 119.75. Matth.1, 19. On the contrary a fool makes afi- 
niſter conſtru&ion of rhar which is well meant from Ged 


or man, 2 Sam. 10.2,3, Eccleſ.8.11, Pſal,g0.2 1. — 


Fourrhly , The Righr hand is a place of preheminence 


bleſling, Gen.48.14,' 7,| 8,1 9. In which reſpc& a wiſe man c | 


taketh wayes of preferment to. higheſt honour before the 


moſt high, Prov.15.24, & 10,20,21, & 12, 26, Matth,2 533,” | 

And +for- carrying on «cheir hearrs in their courſe of life, 

there is grear difference , between rhe wiſe and the » 
Fin his ordinary and daily corfe of life, (which 


The foo 
verſe of ircalled hi way) his heart _—_— him, and faileth 
him lo 
zenly 9 alt rhar*obierye him, Nor thar” Sofomon here (| 
2th of a narural foo] , rhat as he walketh in the Srre 
difcovercrth roall that he is a fool by his logks and geſt 
Solomon ſeldome or neyer ſpeakerh of rhem 'in all hk wb 
tings+? but: he ſperkerly' of a carnal wicked man, deſtitute 
both of {pirirual wiſdome } and wiſdome fit for his ps: 
And rhe words may according to rhe Text be tranftited., 
<«ytaalfo as he that is a fool walketh in his way , his heart 
&* faiterh him,and he faith co all men, he is a fool, Pſat:3#.x. 
2 Tim.g.9, 1 Tim5.24 25, © LO , 
Reaſon 1. From the deep deccirfulneſle, and weaknefle of 
che Hearr, unl-ffe the Lord dwell in it, ftrengrhen ir, keep 
ir, and gaide-it 5 Jer,17.9, God is the ftrengrh of the godlz 
wiſc- mans heare , Pſal.7g. 26, Bur in an hypocrire ( much 
ntrdin an open wicked man, ) his hearr is empry at, bis 
beft* and being empry, Saran will ſoon repoſſefie him, and 
hurry him ro open offences and milcarriages , Math. 12, 
44,45: "*- 228 | | 
© Reaſon 2, Fromthe failing of the heart the way will be 
Were __ openly 


farre thar he exprefleth and diſcovergth his folly & | 


” "7 Cp 321 : oy 7 "4 V7 . # : If , 6a. 4 n | 
N C " £3 = F-% 3X, x ALY EC p = ET. 
” « ly F "Þ # . : 5 ; So 1 th. . 


y vaine, and fooliſh, and wicked, Tear,-t + t  # 
Uſer, To reach us not'to negleR wiſdome , though” a 
mans wiſdome be defpiſed , and heforgorten : andan 
onourdble mans wiſdome is corrupted with ſome dead and 
ſinking flye, ſo.ne time or other. For though this be trac, 
yer there is great ym minence in a wiſe nian above a fool , 
a3 both theſe yerſes ſhew, | 

Uſe 2, For tryal of a wiſe man ahd a fooliſh, according & 
the different placing of a mans Heart on his ri#he Rand or 
left. { This to be amplifizd according ro'the eſtate of che 
preſent Auditory.'ſ FRO 
Uſe 3, To teach us not'to truſt in our own hearts, we 
are then fools, Prov. 2 $:26, Our hearts ate empry fiaturally; 
and empty hearts will fail us and proclaime out thy: 


- 


{ F. lris good to haye our hearts 6lled with Chriſt, with his fpi 


rit, and with his grace; Eph:3it7. Heb,13.9; 


w | \  Ecclef; 10: 4. . 
J 4 If the Þirit of the ruler riſe up again thee, leave not thy place * 
by for yeelding pacrfieth great offences. w_ 
Olomon having obſerved, thar one drad flye and one litrlt 
ſtrain '6ﬆ folly Rainerli the reputation and honotir 6 
wiſe meit of high. place ; he proceederh in the reſt of this 
Chapter ts &:clate what whoſe dead flyes or vanities be in 
articular ehro1ghout rhis Chaprer. But rs prevent diſioy#l 
thoughts , which thereupon might ariſe in che heart df cars 
_ fiage of Subjafts rowards their GoverrSirs , He* Hedgerh th 
his diſcourſe with a-rwo-f6ld direRion and inftfuRio:r. OF 
loyalty, 1, One mi the beginning of his difcourſ&,v4. 2 The 
orher ih the end of ir, vg7ſe 20; pe take 
Parrs of the verſc, x A direQion to a _right and Joyal ci 
riage of a tnans ſclfe irt eaſe the ſpirit of the'Ruler rife up a- 
gairſt a nan; If fo, yer 1tave riot thy place: 2. A teafrri of 
- K; fron che bericfir of a berter courſe : for yeiltling patifierh 
- great offchces. Kband: Urs [LIES 


DoF i. The riſing of the Fphie of a Pririce againſt 4/$1ib- 


je&,deth nor'give leave to x Subjeht to leave his place ; b'it 
callerch him: 'racher to lay dowrie his fpirie, The ſpirit of 4 
Prince is nor a ſudden paſſion , byg an habicual Bzir of dif. 

leafure [ For ſpirir is an habirual Bene, -Prev.1$. 14. Nur, 
y 14.] His place is not meant of place of habittion chiefly, 


| | tor in cimes of deep and birter 4iſplzaſare , iris a YiwMH- tb 


O a leave 
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Aeave the countrey, 1 Kings 19.1,2,3, &c. John 4.1, 3, Nor | 
the place of a mans office, if the office be civil and ſuch asa |- 
man may lay down and leaye without fin againſt God, bur 
: derriment to himſclfe. For if the leaving of a mans civill 
FT office may prevent the danger of his life, it were better laid 
| down / wich ſafery then kept with diſpleaſure and peril, 
Bur by place is meant the relation of a SubjeRzhis Loyalty, 
x $am.24.4, & Chap.26,11, Place is by the Scptuagint tran- 
flared pdEw, Job.38.12. 
| . Reeſon 1, From the ground and foundation of Authoriry 
' and ſubjeftion berween Prince and People : Which is," 
Firſt, An Ordinance of God, Rom. 13.1,2. Secondly , The 
Covenanrt of the people confirmed by the Oath of God be- 
rween them , Eccleſ.8,2. 2 Sam. 5.3. 2 Kings 11, 17. Until 
therefore the body of rhe people do finde [uch great cauſe - 
of complaint of their Ruler as to have broken the funda- | 
mental Arricles of their Covenant, rhe Rulers cn 
of his dfſirſc and duty ro the SubjeR is no cauſe of diſcharge 
of the ſubje&s dury ro him, "* 
Reaſon 2. From the benefit and efficacy of yeilding; it pi F_ 
cificrh great wrath, Texz. Yeilding in ſoft anſwers, Prov. 
4 15.1, And in aQtual ſubmiſſion to his will, Prov.25.15. 
EI Uſe 1. To teach us not to riſe up in our ſpirits againſt Rus 
D lers, if they ſhould riſc up againſt us, Ir is nor lawfull for us 
ro leaye our place of ſubjetion and Loyalty : which difſol- 
yeth the relation or the exerciſe of it. Which it is 
nor lawfull for ſeryants to run from their Maſters, for therein 
they diflolye their relations, Gen. 16. 6, &c. 1 Pet.2,18,&c. 
unleſſe there be perill of life or limb ro the ſeryanr. 
Queſt. Wherher may ir be lawful for a Stare toriſe againſt 
their King or Ruler > 
Anſw. Firſt, nor for every injury to the State, which ma 
ftand with rhe ſafety of it, Secondly, in atrocious evi 
they may oppoſe him, 1 Sam, 14.44,45. & 22.17, Thirdly, 
Tyrant 7 1tulo, they may depoſe, as Athaliah, 2 Kings 1% | 
12, 16. Fourrthly, Subyerters of the ſafery of the Srate, they , 
are firſt by all gentle means to reduce* and heale, If all 0- 
ther remedies be hopelefle, they may Curgge, Ne quid Reſpu®- 
lica Detrimenti capiat. 4 n 
Vſe 2. To quier and Mtbjea our hearts to an holy yield- 
ing unt> God in all Afflictions , Pſa 119.75, 1 $48.3. 18, 
> Kings 20,19, | | 
Eccleſ. . 
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. 5 There is an evil which I heve ſeen under the fun, as an errou; 

4 which proceedeth from the ruler. OO Ne PE 
6-Folly is ſet in great dignity, and the rich fit in low place. 

. 9 I heve ſeen ſervants upon hor;es, and Princes walking a ſer-_ 

vants the earth, 

N theſe verſes Solomen noterh , rhe firſt of. thoſe dead 

fiyes which will purrific the reputation and wiſdom of 
Princes ; and that is, the miſ-imployment of their favours 
and honours. Where, - 

+ Firſt, the men adyanced are, 1. Fooles, yea folly ir ſelfe, * 

» 2, Poer men, in oppoſicion re rich. 3. Seryants. Thoſe © 
debaſed are, x. Wile, in oppelition to fooles. 2. Rich, nor 
only , in outward eftare , but in Pres and gifts fit for go» 
yernment. 3. Princes. 

- Secondly, rhe miſ-imployment or miſplacing is, 1. Folly 
in great dignity ; Rich in low place. 2. Princes walking as 
ſervants ; ſervants riding on horſ-back like Princes. 

Thirdly, the cauſe of this : the face or countenance of the 
Prince to the one againit rhe orher. | 

+ Fourthly, the vaniry of it; it is, t, Anerrour, 2. An eyil 

"Deffr.r. 1 d an evil hat proceed 
De&r.r. It is an errour, and an evil error , that - 
eth fron the face of > Ruler » the adyancement of mean 
and weak men ,*and the debaſement of able and noble per- 
ſofis, Doeg an Edomite advanced, 1 Sam,22.9, Hamen an A- 
malekjte, Heft.z 1. , 
Reaſon of this errour. Firſt, fellowſhip of Princes in their 
education with yain perſens, un Kings 12. 8, It was a great 
error in Solomon , ro make no better choyce. of his ſonnes 
School-fellows, and Play-fellows. Secondly , Princes -in- 
duigenr reſpe& ro ſeryants —_ up under them , Prov. 
9 Thirdly, the ſervitude of ſome Princes to their paſ- 
ons and luſts ; and the ſerviceablenefſe of ſome baſe men 
ro Princes herein, Se Doeg to Sauls cruelty and enmiry a- 

+ gainſt David and the Pricſts, 1 Sam.22.9, &c. 

Regfin of the evil of the exrour. Firſt, ir is uncomely, Prov. 

I9.10. and 26.1, As if the weak and uncomely members of 

the body ſhould be ſer in higheſt place , ro.open view. Se- 

condly , it is burdenſome ro the whole eftare of a Common- 

' _ wealth, the rule of a ſcryanr, Prov.30.21,22. | 

| Reaſon of the proceeding of this errour from the face of the 

 - Ruler, From the efficacy o the Kings face, or cquatenance 


ſ 


| © in the advancement ar, alan F perſons abour bim. F 
1x is nor the deſers. of an uawerthy perſon thay honaugerh 
him, bur only rhe Kings countenance, Frov.16.19. / 

Uſe 1; To reach men to prevent this: exrour, by c 
for their children gaod companions (as much ax maybe) ar 
School, at play. | 

Uſe-2. To reach our people here (whoſe gouernmene 1. 
elefive).ra make chaice of men of greateſt worth for wit: 
dome; for ſafficiency, for birch. 

Uſe 3. To look at ir as more ſafe for the Commonweakh 
@ £9 pur the eminency of honour and pgwer rather in the 
" handof the Magiſtracy then in the Commonaliy. c 

Uſe 4; Ta teach us ta prefer God and his waies aboye gur | 

Shs, and eur wils. H#js the Prince of Princes, our wildem 

is folly. | 


Eccleſ. 10. $,9,10- | 
8 He that diggeth apit, (ball fall into it ; «nd -whoſo breaketh @ 
hedge, a ſerpent fhalbbite him. : 4 
[7 _ removeth ſtones, ſball be hurt therewith; and he that deq-- | 
y mood, ſball he indangered thereby. 
Io. If the iren be blunt, and he doth not whet the edge, then nu$ 
- , be put to:merg Grength,. | 
ENthcfe verſes Selamon reckonerh up, in pithy and Proves- 
bial fpceches and parablcs, orker dead fiics tound in Prig- 
-663 and Stateſmen, thongh otherwiſe in repuraxion for_thgi 
wiſdome and honour, The former verſes declared the E 
&cad flyc, the pipe Princes fayoirs ang ho- 
nours, verſ.'8. 9,1. The 'Sccond is the-digging of a Pit for 
4nnoccat and wel-deſ:rying mea to. fall into , an uſual prg- 
Riſe in Stargſmen , bur dangerous 3 Orherwile digging of 2 
Pir for. a may aikty mag to fall znr ho _ 1 Kings 3. 
36, ro 46. The'Fhird is breaking an. hedge , .thar is, 10 
k a boaky ſer:abour-: Church ar \ Mnortng.. >< ; er 
Counſel, Lawes} ar Guard of military. mea, verſe $, Fountb- 
ly, Removing flones}. that is, Maſſy and ungcildy AS, 28 
Fach. 12.3. Fiſrhly; cleaving of ood] that is, making divil- 
en berwoen perſons firmely. and -clolely compatted, wiſe 9» | 
- Sixthly , Bluaraff;oncs gut upon people by a weake ame» | 
' & is as firiking? with blunt. tron, wachous- much, (ut 
pet 19, verſe 16. Ts belpe this, he diredterh WG of 
+wiſtoine; which profitable ry.dgraR, to, ſes. an upon 
pÞuknofepuenſe 1, 21229 YIBIT 1's Poſtr ' 
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© Doftr.t. The digging ofa Pir, the breaking of an Hedge 
The removing of Stones, The cleaving of Wood, 'and'Blunt 
affronrs upon the people by a weake- Axme , are all of them 


dead flies uſually found in Stareſmen ,. but alwayes dange- 
The digging of @ Pit] To wit, for. an innocent or well-des 
ſerving man to fall into, Pſal.9.15. So Saul plotred againſt 
David, 1 Sam.1 8.17, bur fell into thar Pirhimſelfe, x Sam. 
1,2,6. So Haman preparcd a Galhouſc for Mordecay,but was 
nged on it himſelfe, Efth,7.9,10. | 
The breaking of an Hedge] is the violating of ſome defence 
ſer far the guard or ſafery cf a People, or State, as an Hedge 
is ſer abour a Paſture of Cartel. Such an Hedge, dangerous 
to be broken, are Lawes and Liberties , Fer.34, 11,to 19. 
Counſellors and Parliaments, 1 Kings 12.13-and Faithfull 
and yaliant guard of military men, 1 Sam.18,13, & 19, I. 
- Removing of flones] That is , of Maſly and unweildy per- 
ons, 1 Sam.19.11. 1 Sam-18.13. Prov,26,27. Zach.12,3, 
Cleaving of wood] Making diviſions between perſons firmly 


' andcloſely compacted, may ſoon endanger him thar deth it, 


Blunt Iron,the edge not wherred, requirerth more frengeh; 
and if ſtrengrh be wanring,rthe blunt ſtroke vr affront is dan- 
gerous, 1 Kings 12.13,14. A 

Reaſon 1. Of their falling into a Pir that dig ic,from Gods 
righteouſneſſe and wiſdome to take the wily in their own 
craftineſle, Job 5.12,13. Prou.z.29, ® 

Reaſon 2. Of a Serpents biring them that 'break the 
Hedge , from Gods eſtabliſhment of aricient Bounds, Prov. 
23.10,11, and from the old S&penrs power when men goo 
out of rheir calling,as in our callings Angels guard us, Pſa. 

111,12, 

r Reaſon 3. Gf hurt by removing ſtones, Ir is a'tEtripring of 
God to preſume beyond our ſtrengrh. | 

Reaſon 4. Of hurt by cleaving wood, from Gods hatred of 
ſowing diſcord, Prov.6,16,19. 

Reaſon 5. Of hurt by blunt affronts, from Gods wrarkfull 
reſiſtance of the proud, Job 40.11,12. 
. Oſe x, To learne Srareſmen wiſdome to- direct all their 
affaires, 


O 4 HE 


X, oY of + <a v FJ 


£20603 206558, 3 es 
"Pr 2CTAC 


4 Eccleſ. 10.1 1. 

10. But wiſedeme is profitable to dire. | | 

x1, Surely the ſerpent will bite without enchantment, and ah 
is no 


Ur wijdome is profitable [or excellent)ro dire, If the 
I J Scrpent doe bire without enchantment, there is no pro- 
fic tothe Maſter of the tongue. In the former verſe Salomon 
| hadobſerved ſundry vaniries (as it were indeed flyes) found 
in men of Repurarion for Wiidome and Honour, And here 
befare he proceeds to declare any more of theſe dead flies , 
he interſerrerh a remedy to prevent ſuch miſcarriages,which 
is wiſedome, 

Bur wiſdome (ſairch he) is profitable to dire as an An» 
ridote agajnſt all the former dead flyes ; which he proveth; 
I, By the unprofitableneſs of words ,, when hurt js done: 
If the Serpent bite wirhour enchantmenr, in yaine are all 
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great words , ſweet words, afterwards, v.11, 2 Bythe ©; 
effe& of wiſedome, and the words thereof: The words 


of a wiſe man are grace, v, 12, But the lips of a foole; 
Firſt, they fwallow up the Speaker, v. 12. Secondly, 
They breathe, x. In the beginning fooliſhnefſe, 2, In the 
end miſchievous madneſle, v, 13, Thixdly , They multi” 
ply many matters ; for ſo the word fignifieth many projeRs, 
and thefe ſuch as leage men doubrfull and in ſuſpence what 
will be rhe end of iſhuc of all, v, 14, Fourthly, They wea- 
ry themſelyes and one another in their undue courſes and 
projets, And this amplified « by the cauſe thereof , their 
rance of the an or high way-road (broad way) 
Government, _ edin a proycrbial ſpeech , becauſe 
he knowerh not. (that is none of chem knowerth) rhe wayto 
rhe City, v. 16, 
The 11 thyyerſe I curne, If the Serpens bite without enchant- 
ment, there « no profit to the Maſter of the tongue. For fo che. 
words properly lignifie , and areſo tranſlated, Eccleſ.2.1% 
There is no Fi t, And the Maſter of the Tongue is a man + 
Skilful jn ſpeech , able and powerfull in ſpeech ; as the Ma-, 
ſter of drearhs, (Gen. 37. 19.) is a man $kilful in dreams; 
- A Maſter of wing (Prov.r. 17.) is skilfull in flying : A Ma- 


ſter of hornes, Dan.s. 6. is powerful in his hornes. [And | 


£2 Mr. Perkins tranfſlaterh this verſe in his Diſcourſe of 
Witchcraft, Chap.q, Se, n, FEA PEP 
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Do. Wiſedome is profitable 


in [a er _ rs anrap URS Dn 
uſe(or profitable) &e, For the word' figni xccllency 
as Ns Prefit; and fo ir is tranſJated,Eccleſ.97;1>, Hence 
Solomon prayed for this gitt of all orher, as moſt requfire for 
Government, 1 Kings.3,9. | 
Reaſon 1, Wiſedome diſcerneth and chooſerh rhe righe 
end of Government, which is, The puniſhment- of evill. 
daers, the praiſe of the good, Rom, 13.4, 1 Tim, 2-4: Ifay 
diſcerneth and chooſerh ; For Wiſcdeme is not in the head 
onely,as Diſcerning, bur in the hearr,as Chooſing the beſt 
a __ that diſcerneth good, bur cheoſeth ir-ner, is 
i{l a foole. - ; 
Reaſon 2, Wiſedome diſcernerh and chooſerh/ the beft 
meanes tending and leading ro rhuſe ends : As .y, Ri 
teous  Lawes, Dent.4.6.8.- 2. Wiſe Counſcllors,, x Kings 


' 22. 6. 3 Juſt Judges, 2 Chron. 19. 5, 6, 7. Pſalm. $2.2, 5: * 


4. Valiant Souldiers, 1 Sam. 16.18, x Chron. 12,8. 1. Sami 4. 
52. $ Diligenc Improvement. Firſt, of Earth by Hus- 
bandry, Ecceſ.5.9. Prov.14.4. 2. Of Sea by Merchandiſe, 
x Kings. 10. 22, 23. 28,29. Both which are wrapped up in 
the cunning Arrificer or Artiſt, Eſay. 3.3. be bes {ot 

Reeſon 3. Wiledome conlidercth the eftare of the poo- 
ple,whar ir will willingly bearegand what it is able th beare 


x Kings.12,7. Neb.5.18, 


Reoſon 4, Wiſedome derivert' all irs light and fr 
from the Prince of wiſedome,who is. wiſedome ir ſelfe , 
wiſedome of the Father, Prov.8.12.15.and ſo denycrh ir ſelfe 
Prov 3.5,6,7. MEE 6 

Uſe 1.To teach Magiſtrates to lay afide all falſe guides in 
ſteering the courſe of Government, It is not wir,thar is prot 


rable ro dire&,Eccleſ.*4. 13. burwiſedome, Nor favour to 


Fayourites unfit for Goyernment, Eccleſ. ro, 6, 7. Not 
ftrengrh,Eccleſ.9.16. n 
ſe 2, To reach Magiſtrates ro improve their wiſdom. in 
all the former particulars mentioned in rhe Reaſons. 

De#. As a Serpent biting wirhout enchanrmenr cannor 
afterwards be healed with $kilfull words :' ſo neither can a 
miſchiefe befallen a Prince or People for want of wiſed6me, 
be afterwards healed by great or ſweet words, + The - Serip» 


zure ſpeaketh of ſome Serpenes which will nor be charmed * 


Pſalm 


& 


[ d ro dire tothe right avoy- 
*'} dance of all fuch dead flies as are uſually found dangerous 
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ba not —_ wiſedome t© ry his affaires, he may: be ſtung 
| with a mortall miſchiefe to himſelfe and the ſtare, and then 
A skiltull words will do no good. Rehoboam negleQing to 
.charme the peoples diſcontent before hand, x Kings. 12.13 
| to 19, ads s in vaine.came Adorem, what words ſoc. 
ver he gayc them to gather up Tribure, verſe. 18. yeain 
vainc where Abijams {ayoury words afterwards, 2 Chron. 13, 
4, to'13. 
Reaſon. From the ſtrong znd venemous and Malignang | 
mmarion which harſh and fooliſh words ma kindle i in 
an mjtuding and free. people. Ir was a Malignant in» * 
fammarion which brake 'forth from the people incenſed, 
when they rejecd the feed of David, 1 Kings.12.16. 5 of 
Uſe x. Toobſerve'the oy of charmers by their cove» | 
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nant with Satan, who power oyer . Serpents [ and _ 
therefore they are called + rs wer a" the enemy, Luke. 19, 
29.] Yer this power is limired, he cannot heal after biri 
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at lcaft could not then , though his commiſſion may be egs 
Gnce. Neither can-he charme ſome Serpents, Pſalm. 
F8.5. Jer. 8:17, How much lefle can he charme the ſeed af 
the woman? without ſpeciall comdliffion,and when he dorh 
bite them, It is but the hecl, Gen.3.15, 
Vſe-2. To ſhew us the mighty vertue and efficacy of wil- 
demc;rhat can charme malignant,and venemous monde | 


Eccleſ10.v.12, 1915. 
£2, . The mandzof of a wiſe rats mouth are gracious : but trip 
- arrears ar". . ber 
-- Wo #s mouth #4 fool; 
_ — - Tv _ - cn madneſſe; , wh” "a 
4. is full of words,q men cannot tell w 
and whet ſhalt be after bim,who can tell him.. 
a9. I of: the foolyfts wearieth every one. of them, becauſe 
nos bow tagoe 'ta the City. - 
Cons: in:verſe 10. Theie wor The words fb 
a rer ion) ers a Reaſon of what wht 4 


be TThar wiſcdome is profitable 


g-" 


-men)rhe beginning, of them. is foolifhnefic, the end of Fore 
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ro:diret, raken from the 
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of a wiſe mans words,. which maketh the argumenc of 


howleeverg! 


raken, wr ees we: 
DoB.'1. > th rhe eh Sy of =, w Ser 
mepJare grace. Ot Seaxelmen Solomon here tpeakerth, fre 
mend Wy of ebix Chaj.c to the end. Ang he ſpeakerh 
of ſuch wifedome as is profitable ro dire in ſtaxe-ahaires 
verſe, 19. Their words may be (aid ro be grace. Firſt, As 
flowing from the grace. and taxour of God, Pſalm. 45.2,  Se- 
condly, As winiftring orace to the people, ef, 4. 29,, 
Kings.8.55, to'verſe.6 1. 1 Chyen. 29.18, Ar leaſt exprefili 
che grace and farour of God, and the. Pringes favour 
ace to them, Fſalm.122.6,7,8,9, Eftb. 10.3. Seeking 
wealth, ſpeaking PEACE. Thirdly, As fanding acceptance 


\ with the pcople,Prov.10,32. 2 Sam+3.59. Efth. 10. 3. Ac- 


cepred of the multirude ofhis brexl:ren, p 
Do#.2, The wards of fqols(cipecially of fqolith Stare 


is madnefſc, pernicious, and miſchicyousro themſelves as 
others. , And their waies are variable and.of doybtfyll c- 


; - yent, and weariſome even to themſclves and all me 


gainſt bexeer men, then himſeclfc, accuſing rhem of uh 
yice which was a vertue ( to. live a ſcparare courle of. 
from. the yaine world, Numbers 23.9.) but the cod of. 
ſpeech was pernicious and miſchieyous madnefle tq t 
Jews, Efth.3, .9, and to bimſclfe, Ir fyallowed.up Hee 
Efik,7.4,5,6,8c- 1 Kings 12,14,1t was.a.fooliſh be icining tg 
ackowledge his Fathers rigour, but the end of his et 
miſchievous madnefſe ro threaten more riggur, Variable. 
= projz &s, Jer 2.36 a & verſe 23. Wearylume wales 
bac 2.13.1ſat 47 -13.1j41. 57 9,1 0. | \_—_Y 
Re Ab. From 'the ignorance of ſuch. perſons (fool! 
Starc{men)of rhe principles of civil goyernmenF .; implys 
My. 6 roverbial {pecch, that they know not the way ro.th 
Ciry,which is wont to.be abroad Road way,, butchels.di 
cern. tr not, like men. that have-loſt rheig, way,Z/alm 107.4,8 


3.8, 9. Haman began his ſpeech with a fooliſh. com ove 
r We 


| Oroi--1cjae —_ CS 
Reaſon,2. From Gods.xejeRign, of rhe, and.cheir, way®$ 


J4t 197449087, $43.7» _ - 
Uſe r. Toreach Magi Ar65.T9 - 3k, 9198 of gc I 
+, Uſe-a+ ; To.lhewrhe Olly and, danger - 
69: 


force, 


of wt adn A. alin hits. -- = : "_— RS 9 8 
4 5s C an --* & ») ix. 4 ” — , £&. FP) " : « *% 'Y xz E - 
% Wa Is ! [- 4 | Ka K + 
Cr b i  & . % : ., \ 
F , : 4 . : ” 
- . VS, o - — © 1 


ay, © 
bY a 


P - 


' Eccleſ.n0.16.to 19, 


' 26. Wo 14 thee; O land, when thy King is « Child, and thy Prin. | 


4 Bleſied ort thou, and, n ing 15 
"Mi, aa "A eat Oh haſon, for firengul pe bo 


1Þ, By much ſhathf] e the building decayeth, and through i- 
T 


- of the hands,the houſe droppeth thorough. 
9, A end for lengier, end wine maketh merry, but 
money anſwereth all things; 


mY 
Was © 
MS » 


JN theſe words vovcr and above all the former, Solemen ob- 


ſerverh two other vaniries incident ro Starcſemen, vig, 
Childiſhnefle, and Intemperancy or Epicuriſme. Which he 
amplyferth, firſt, By che Adjun&t, wofull eſtate of a land ; 
where ſoit is, v. 16. Secondly, by the contrary bleſſed 
eftarc of ſuch a land whoſe King is the ſonne of Nobles, and 
Princes ear in due ſcaſon;for ſtrengrh,nor for exceſle, y, 17, 
Thirdly,by the effeRs; which are, 1. Remifheſle in govern- 
ment,called here, much floathfulnefle and idlenefle of hands 
And ( thar which eafily flowerh from thence _) the detay 
of the ſtare of the Commonwealth , exprefied under the 
cempariſon of rhe decay of the houſe, y. 13. 2. Prodigall 
e of money which growerh from cheir intemperancy 
in feaſts, as the former did from childiſhnefle of government 
V. I9, 

DeS. Ir is a wefull eſtare of a Countrey or Common» 
wealrh, where the _— childiſh, and the Princes Epi- 
cures(or intemperare).On rhe coutrary, the State is b 
where the King is Noble,and the Princes temperate. 

The word tranſlated woe,dorh fignifie an Hand, And be- 
cauſe Iflands were at firſt more deſolate, and lefle inhabi- 
red chen the Continent ; therefore they called the dolefull 
fowles that lodged in that Iſland, - bpm name of Iſlands ; 
ſuch fowles, as doc not afte&t the company. of men nor 
beaſts ; as Scritchowles, and Birterns, Oftriches, 8c, 
and ſo the word commeth to fignific woeful or woe ; ſuch a 

kind of woe as accompanieth defolare Ifſands, Deſolation it 
Telfe. /Voe to thee O lend, whoſe King is Childiſh, «nd. whoſe 
Princes are riotows, they ſhall be as a deſolqte Iſland, an habitation - 
for Scritchowler,and every delefull bird. y 
: M 6bild ] nor fo much in yearcs ; for Solomon himfelfe was 
very 
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ſaith of 


ien he came 


hin, he was young and tender, 1 Chron 29, 1. was bur 
even yeers when he ro yer he ruled well 
al of his youth, from rhe -good counſell of his 
unc 


Jade, 2 Chron, 24. 1, Uxxich was bur fixtcenyeecrs 
old, yet he raigned well in his young rime, by the 
counſell of Zachariab, 2 Chren 26.3,4,5- was bur 
yecrs old, and he ſurpaſſed rhem all, 2 Chron 34. 1. Onely 
Manaſieth,of all the young kings, beginning to raigue at 13, 
| yeers,he did cvill in his yourh,z Chron 33-1. | 

A child therefore is rather meant childiſh, 1. In under- 
ſtanding, 1 Cor 14.20, 3. In affe&ion and diſpolition: Firſt 
' cleaving to young Counſellors, : Kings 12.8. S » ſoon 
wavcring in Religion, Epheſ.4.14. Thirdly, led by ſenſe and 
ſenfible objes, more then by deprh of judgement and rea- 


| fon;led by paſſions and luſts of youth, paſtimes and recrea- 


cions,bur carclefle of marters of importance, Thus Rebe« 
beam is ſaid to be young and tender in heart, when he was 
above forry one yeers old, : Kings 14.21. with 2'Chron 13.7. 
And fo indeed Solomen expreflerh this childiſhnefle in florh- 
fulneſle and reniſnefle of government, v: 18, as by cating in 
the merning,he expreſſerh luxurious feafting, v.19. 
. Whoſe Princes eate in the morning] which implicth, both the 
unſcaſonablenefle of their on eſpecially cheir-feaſting 
thenzas v.19, expounderh.it of the morning; being che prin» 
cipall rime of judgement, Jeremiah 21.18. And the excefle 
and rior of rheir cating,to wit,for gurrony and drankennefſs, 
rather then for ſtrength, as appearerh by the oppafirion.of 
good Princes diet, v. 17. . 4 0 
Reaſon x. From the danger of childiſh ro 
State, as alſo of riotous government. Which dangers be 
1. Remiſneſle of government or ſlothfulneſle , whence the 
c_ Probes good in a CY aSina Pele” 
n z as decay of juſtice,trading, military | 
Skill, honour and f ary” wich forraine Princes and 


Srares ; and which is worſt of all, decay in Religion, and | 


purity rhereuf ; whence alſo dropping in of coar 
catruptions into all ſorts. 2. Prodigall expence of the rrea- 


fre of the Stare in feaſting and deg IIEng and 
not 2 _ 


fn _— NE heſt-full, bur 
or er full, or bag full, or c a 

Kings Treaf, : and Hh —_ thea illegall exa- 
Rions of the ſubjeRs cſtares, The 
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nde ſo inuetrof Neve thecfiony 
moſt Kingy art {uthy and yer rheir K not alw 


(as David from following the ſheep) may be blefle4 Princes 
and the land blefled in them.Bar —_ of Nobles, 1s a No- 
erots, ( fot from the 
Hebrew word Herod, it ſeems rn be derived ) ate fo called 
of whiteneflegrror ſo tauch for —_ ay doin as 
being brigtic and glorious, Viri filnfrer, ariſen, © 
fed to FM or yen men,Prov 22.29, / Fey 
Aman of a noble ſpirir, Firſt, Notabilis , well known and 


qpptoren for hus yerrues, Dent.r.13. Scrondly, Of a pyb- 
ace ſpirit,regacdeth publike goud ends, more rhen private N 
&lfe ends, Pjaim.137.6. Thirdly, AﬀeRerh rather to beJs* | 
ved;chen feared; and yer to be feared roo with due reys 


rence; Servile natures are imperious and cruell : [ aut 


buthifiter,aut ſuperbs dominatur ] Noble ſpirits ( as of Lyon) | 


will patcere ſubjefis,be moderate in puniſhments, merc 
coſuppliants.. - Fourrhly, regarderh honour aboye life, riith 


mbre befart money, preferring rhe fifth Commantlement & 


bove the fixth, ouch more above che eighth, 
Earc in due ſeaſon, 1, For timegnot ip the morning. 2 Fet 
meaſure;nor for excefle in glurrony and drunkennefle , but 


ſparingly. 
” Burkbr rengrh, 1. Of body and mind, 2, Of firneſſe 
the duries of their place. my 
.© Reaſon of the blefſedneſſe of the State by ſuch, 1. Vigilaney, 


and diligent: attencion of ſuch'to- Srate affairs;n-t ſu 


 decayesin the good of the State 3 not droppirigs tri of tle 


iey9us ruinous evils, Secondly, providenc. frugality, 
tn preſerving | the Treaſure of the Srare, 4 Chfon. 987 
2'Xingi.10:21, * ik. if, 
-. Uſe 1. To xoach us wharte pray for in behlfe of out t1d- 
tive Countrey,x., Whar cvils to be avoided. 2, Whar blef- 
fings tobe defired, | | | 


Uſe. Totcackus whar manner of Magiſtrates art tobe 
in our lirtle Commen-wealth, arid how they are t® 


bimg  rhar girderh us up to our catlings : fitting lonſeffoth 
the-head breeſeth a paralyrick diſtemper iti che body, © / 

-+ Uſe 3. To xeach all men a righe uſe of mears 2nd drinks ; 
Larys brealdafts break the necks of our ſtrength, © and ron 
>a ' ca k 


oy 7 , pus 
: : =. 


ales 
_ bledied. Yea foinerimes they thar are railed fret low-eſtatey' 


mod 


Py 


yealk. [cis fellowſhip wich Chtift, - and living by faith"in , * 


VELWMSTH 3 


of ſeatlifulneſſe 


is the com 
es; 
4 | to all our expences, 


Eceleſ.10.y.20. | gh 
20, Curſe not the King,no not in chy thought, and curſe not the rich 
tm thy bedchamber : for « bird of the aire ſhall carrie the wayee, 
| _ and that which bath wings, ſhall tell the matter. EU I 
"$. © 0lomon having declared many . vaniti ( EO 
4 F found in Princes and Statcſ-men ; He now dirc@erlv wilt 
ſybje&s ro ſome ſuch Chriſtian duries as are fir ro be praRti- 
# f{&ar all rimes ; bur moſt needfull and ſexſonable t© 
F. bearrended rs, in evill 2nd dangerous times, in this and the 
| whole Context of the next Chapter. - As firſt, To beware 

of curling Princes and Stateſmen, however corrupt their 
yernment be, y, 20, Secondly, To beſtow our Talents 
iberally whilſt time ſervyerh, / befare evill come npon'the 
earth,Chap. 11,1,2, &c. Thirdly,to'be diligent in our eallings 
carely and lare, v. 4,5,6. on a © lh er 
Parts two : Firſt, a commandement, forbi to-curſe 
rheKing 3 or rich and grear men, 'his Princes ar Officers, 
And this prong amplified by the firitnefſe of 'it, fat» 
bidding the curſing of chem ; where it mighr be ſuppsſed-to 
; bedone with greateſt ſecrecy and ſafery : norrhe King, - in + 
thy choughr ; che tich, im thy bedchamber, © Secondly, 2 © - 
Reaſon, from the danger of diſcoyery of it, by ſpeedy and Y 
unlikelymeancs:for the birds of rhe aire[rhe of wings] 
will declare the word or marter. A" 
Do. Though the King fhould be childiſh, and [Princes | 
intemperare and flgathfull, and borh of rhem ſaffer rhe ſtare | 
© fall ro decay, , yer it is neirher lawfull nor orrhem 7” than s- 


 mento revile or curſe cirher of them ; no nor 'in the C 
reft, Exad.22,28. Where che prohibicion'is generall, withwur 
reſtraint ro good Magiſtrates. BY, £29 

| For opening of the poync to be ſhewn; Firft, How farre a 
private ſubj<& may gue in fuch a cafe. Secondly, How- 
farre he may nor goe, A priyare ſubje& may, Firſh,, Con? 
ceiveofa King as he feech him plainly ro bey-and'ts of 0+ 


T 4&7 ® ” & = 


he may repre all co Ces,2 Sam.12.9.1 Sam. 
I3.13,14. 1 Kings.18,18,& 21,20.'2 Chron.1g.2. Exch, 21, 
25... This is notto vilific or curſe them, bur to reſtore and ? 
heale them, or ar leaſt ro leave rhem wichour excuſe, Se- 
condly, He' may complaine of their wickednefſe to God © 
& confeflc it, Dan, 9.8. Thirdly, He may ſpeake of it ty Sub- ' 
je&s lo farre as to prevent the corrupting of chem by the | 
authoriry er example of their Goyernours, 2 Kings. 6. 32, | 
Hoſ-5.11, & 7,3. 5, Publike perſons and the whole people * 
may refiſt chem in eyill, 2 Chron,26.17,18.1 Sam.14,44,45. | 
Bur none may, Firſt, Deſpiſe their calling or governments | 
which-are of God, Jude.$, Secondly, They may tfor revile © 
them, nor make rhem worſe then they be ; von is to make * 
light,as ay xp clipping and waſhing, 2 Sam.16.7,8.Dq+ |} 
vid:was no ſon of Belidl, nor bloudy to the houſe of Saul, * 
chough {o ro Uriah. Thirdly, Lmprecate or wiſh evill ro them 
Matt 5.44. d fortiori. | 
. ObjeF#. Did not Paulrevile Anenias > Aﬀs.23.3, 
. He knew him to be a Judge ( verſe. 2. Sitteft thou. | 
udgement ? 8c. ,) though he knew him nor, to berhe 
high/ Prieſt, Bur he did not revile him bur reproycd him 
gravely tor his Hypocrilic, 8 whited wall; and Iniquity,com- 
nding him ts be ſmirten againſt Law : And propheſied 
"deftruQtion. Nor doth he ſay he would not have ſaid fa 
rohim, -if he had knowne him to be the high Prie 
for: Je did ſay {p. much to Paſbur, Fer.20. 1.to6. t 
rhe high Prieſthood was then accompliſhed in Chrift :,yer | 
while, the Temple ſtood, the ſhadowes were to be buried 
with honour, bur this was no diſhonour to his place to te» 
prove him juſtly. bp 
| Reaſon 1. They are by their place Fathers of the Coun- 
Yy, 1181.49.23. and Fathers { though wicked ) arc nor to be 
ipiicd.nor curſed, Exod.21.17.Prov.30.17. T% 
2, a 2. They bearc the name and place, and Image of 
- Gods foveraignty and authority, Exod. 22.38. Pſal.$2.6. 

Qeaſen 3. -| are heads of the whole body of rhe State 
1Sem.15.t7. And ſo in curſing them we curſe our ſclves and 


©L La LK . 


on 4. From rhe ahger which will redound ro our 
diſcovery of our words, Prinecs have long cares 
eyes. | Birds of the Ayre ] are pur ASns 
. ; C y 


br He re ae Fredo ke Mics ene, + 
a ſpiric of prophecy hath done as much, a Kings 6, 11, 13. 
. Nor divels og they be called Foules of hed Matth. 
\1g,4,19. Bur it they had a commiſſion. ſo to doe, it would 
diſturbe all States, Bur the ſaying is verified, Firſt , Some- 
rimes in Birds occaſionally dilcoyering ſecrers, as the Swal- 
lows revealed Beſrus his murther of his Father : who as ie 
lat by the fire with his neighbours , the. ſwallowes chirping 
and ſinging aboye in the chimney , he proked them downe 
and killed them ; and when they that ſar by him found fault 
with him for it,as an unnatural cruclry,he excuſcd himſelfe, 
thar the burden of their ſong was a burden to him , which 
was, Beſrus hath ſlain his ">. tn : whence he being appre- 
hended and brought before the Magiſtrates, < felled the 
murther and was executed. So Ibici Grues diſcovered the 
murther of rhe Poer 1bicws; 'whence the Proyerb, Ibici Grues. 
Secondly, Somerimes in words flying like. winged Fae 
ing in the mouthes of idle ralkers or indiſcreer ſpeakers; Of 


+ + ſpycs or promeoters: And of faithful SubjeQs,Eff.z.21,22,23, 
: UW 1. To obſerye the divine authority of Gods wa 
& and the ſpiritual ene, 4 thereof,purting a law upon 
- -very houghts, which no law of man can doe, 2 Cor.10.4, 

Uſe 2. To tcach Magiſtrates to be the more careful of 
preſerving Gods honour , ſince he is careful of preſerving 
theirs, cyen in the ſecrer Cloffers of their Subzets Whar 
a fearful ingratitude were. it in a Prince ro cure and ſweare 
and blaſpheme the name of God , who would haye them 
nat curſed, no not in ſecrer, 

UVſe 3. To teach us ro obleryc Gods care of our fafery, whe 
doth prevent us with ſuch wary caurions , leſt we fall into 
danger unexpeRedly, We therefore ought ro be the more 
regardful of the Gaby of his honour , and of his Ordi- 
Nances. « + 

Uſe 4. To take up this leflen and Counſel of Solomon, not 
ro meddle our of our callings in Stare marters to the pro- 
vocation of Princes, Yea, to bridle our Tongues , though 
Princes be ner ſuch publick bleſſings as were to be wiſhed, 
How much more ought we to be farre off from reviling gr 


vilifying g2od Magiſtrates > God took it ill at Miriams 
hand — p32, args +1 and worſe at che hands. 


x Corah, and his company , Numb,16.3, to 3 36 Kccleſ 
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On? | .. Ecckef. 11.1, 2,3. LEH 

x af thy bread won the waters for thou ſhalt find it after many 

2 Give a portion to ſeven, end afſe to eight, for thou knoweſt not 
what evil ſball be upon the earth. | 

3 If the clouds be full of raine, they emptie themſelves upon the 
the earth : and yo tree fall towards the South, or towards 
the north, in the place where the tree falleth , there it ſball 


be. 

Oherence, ſec above.in Chqp.ro, verſe 10. Solomon ha- 
ving ſhewed ſundry ſeyera] vanities, which (like dead 
fiyes)are found in Starteſmen , he procecdeth ro dire his 
wiſe Subje&s ro ſome ſuch Chriſtian duries as are requibre 
at all rimes, bur eſpecially in ſuch dangerous times as the 
vanity of great men are wont to br upon a State , from 
verſe 20, of Chap.10.to the cnd of the eighth, Diſcourſe of the 
Yanity of the eſtate of the creatures , till we come ro con- 
clude rhe whole Book. As Firſt, To beware of curting 
© and Stareſmen , how corrupr ſoever their Govern- 
ent be + the better to proviee for our own fſafery, Chap. 10, 
20, Secondly, To be the more liberal to pious and charira+ 
ble uſes jn regard of the troubles comming upon the Land, 
where ſuch mygovernment is found, Chap.1 1-1,2,3. Thirdly, 
To be the more diligenc and fruicful in the duties of our 
£alling, verſe 4.5,5. Fourthly, To breake off a courſe of fin , 
and to haſten repentance, and rurning unto God , howſoe- 
yer the times be,verſe 7. t> verſe $, of Chap. 12, Whertupon 

Solemon eoncludeth-the whole Book, Chap. 12. verſe 9. to/14. , 
The Text is an cxhorrarion to Liberalicy , or Beneficence, 
Caſt thy bread, Giye a Portion, &c, Which is amplified by 
a twofold ſtare of the SubjeR ; Firſt , By the flecting eftate 
of the-SubjeR; like warers, verſe 2, Secondly, By the varit- 
ty of ſubjeRs perſons or mulrticude of them, to 7: & Þ, verſes. 
And confirmed by four motives ; Firſt, From the recom- 
pence thereof at laſt, in fulnefle of dayes thou ſhalt finde it 
I. Secondly, From che uncertainty of furure calami-' 

-tics rhrearning the Stare ; for thou knoweſt not, whar evil 
ſhall be upon the countrey , verſe 2, Thirdly , From the 
cxapople of rhe Clouds , which , when they are we” 
rhemſclyes upon rhe Earrh, verſe 3. Fourrhly , From the - 
ccrtainty ef the reſt or aboad of a benefit ERIy | 

c 
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a, fefttbby che ſenilitude of a Tree, ſyiig where it fal- 
 Dodr: . When dangerous rimes hang oyerche p 4 
Srare, it.is a poinr of holy wiſdome ro be: HberaFand boun- 
tiful ro ehacnable and pious uſes cipecially rhere, where 
there is leaſt hope of recompence in mans eye t Bread: caſt 
por'the fice of the waters: is urrterly loft irs mans reaſort ; 
- it will cirher finke or fridr away. Yer caſt thy Bread there, 
eſpecially in dangerous rimes, when rhoa knoweſt nor whar 
_ evils are comming upon the Land, There be fiz or ſeayen 
; Pn of Almes” , or other good offfcesof Chriſtian 
- Joye and bony; which Soſemon' comprehenderh (even. all 
> of chemrin thele words.) Firſt, to be doing gyod readily 
= and roundly, not' ſoasif a gift or good worke ſhicke in a 
©. mans fingers: implyed in rhe word Ce; nor give only, of 
- draw out, but Cat. Gnd loveth a chearfull giver, 2 Cor. 9.7. 
Secondly, Todoe ir uſcfully and helpfully, caſt chy Bread, 
- nor ſtones, nor ſcorpions, riot ſcraps', a refuſe : bur ſach*® 
* things as may doe rrue govd', may be'a ſaffe andfapporr to 
others ,” as Bread, Bread (in Marth. 6. 11.) is pur for all 
profitable” ourward chings. Thirdly , rodoc'it juſtly of a 
mans own, nor others ; not to rob one to ſuccour anorher ; 
e thy bread ; Prov: 5. 16,17: Iſai. 6t. 8. Pay debryfirſt, 
iveafter, Fourchly, To doc it freely withour hope of re« 
compence from them 6n whom:you caft your bread; Bread 
caſt on watery will cirher fink or fwriin away, Luke 14, 13;14s 
— is nor-here meant locks irriguus, nioiſt and fruir-' 
full ground, as Eſay- 32,20. for chereit"is' nor ſaid befides all 
waters.(where ſuch/places are fruirfull t') bar upen «be face of 
che waters, | Nor is here meant watery faces, weeping for 
want, though rhar'be part of the meaning. Fifthly; To doe 
ir Gncerely, withuur aym of yainglory; This brea&thus caſf 
upon the face of the waters, ſtayerh not to be ſeetr' of men; 
bur cither finkech or ſwimmerkr away. Bread giyen as the 
Phariſces did'for yainglory , is caſt rarher upon' pillars of 
Marble , or of Braſſe , rather then upon” fleering warers, 
Sixthily, ra doext frequently and often , not rarely, and" rd 
afew-; Give #porrtion to ſcven;and aiſo to eight, v. 2, Se- 
ven put for many, 1 S4m.3. 5. Mica5.5. A good” man dif- 
perfedh: us ben ce; tO wit, ro' maiiy, F/ai. 112.9. The 
largePrhe fiefd'is; whercin feed isſcarreted the more vol 
of a plentifull harveſt, COINS doc it wiſely 'and* | 
p) ETCeUy 3 
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creerly ; Give « portion to ſeven , «id alſo to eight, 'i 
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2, Not all ro ſome, none ro orhers, bur a part to ſeven, and - 
alſo to eight. 3. Nor a Pirrance, but'a portion ; ſuch a. propor- - 


tion as" whercen a poor man may work, and occupy, to doe - 


ſome good wirhall, as with a port.on, 3 

7 7 1+ From the recompence; Forin multitude of daies 
thou ſhalt finde ir. Text. Which implieth , Firſt, Jengrh of 
daies, promiſed to men fruirfull chis way : which ofren hol- 
derh in proper ſpeech, Pſal.34.t2, 14. Doc good,and it is a 
way to ſce good daies long, Dan. 4.27 Liberall men ſeldom 
die young» Abraham lived long, Gen. 25. 7, 8. Pſalm. 2, 
Secpndly , if they" ſhould dye ſooner , their children wil 


finde it, Pſa,37.25,26, Thirdly,ſomerimes rhemſclves finde, | $ 


ſpeedy recompence in the ſame kind, 1 Kings 17, 13 to 16, 
Fourrhly, ſomcrimes they finde it with uſury, or adyantage 
in ſpirituall and crernall grace and glory, Lake 16,10,8c.Gal. 
6.6ro9. 1-Tim.6.18,19,2 Tim, 1.16, &c. 

Reaſon 4 From te uncertainty of furure calamities , or 
rather cercainry of their comming, but uncertainty in what 
kind. Text,v.z, And therefore firſt,it is good ro be,ggiving , 
whilſt we have ic, leaſt all be ſwept away in a deluge of 
Pablike calamity. Sccondly , it is wiſdome, by this means 
ro prolong rranquillity, Dan.4.27, Thirdly, ir is ſcaſonable . 
ro mp againſt'a ſtorm, Pſalm 41. 1,3. 

aſon 3. From the example of the clouds, which bei 


full of water, poure down rain, Text werſe 3. and char A 


upon earth and Sea, Nor like rich men, who the more rich 
they.grow, grow the more niggardly,and give more {paring- 
ly then the' poorer ſorr, Yea, the clouds by pouring out 
rain regain it-again both from the Sea and carrh, by afcen- 
ding yapours; and ſodor libcrall men gaine by bounty, 
Frov, 11:25, _ 

Reoſon 4, From the uncertainty of the Reſt of a benefit , 
where it is beftewed : as a tree reſterh where ir fallerh, Texr 
verſ.3. Benefit will be reaped from thence to thee, though 
they ſhould not be che berrer for ir, Iſay 49.45. Pſal. 35, 13. 


w much more when they doe reap benefit by our beneht- 
cence, Fob 29.13. and 31. 20, 


. Uſe i. Toexhorr to unwearied and abundan fruitfulneſs 'X 


in alttheſc kinds, by all cheſc Reaſons, as ſo many motives. 
Eccleſ. 
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x, Nor all rd others, leaving none for home ; bur give @ pare. © 
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4 He that obſerveth the wind, ſhall not ſow, and he that regardeth 
the chuds, ſhall not reape. | _—- 
5 Asthou knoweF not what is the way of the Þimit, 'nor how:the 
bones do grow in the wamb of her that is with child: even. ſo 
thou knoweſt not the works of God who maketh all. as 
6 Inthe morning ſow-thy ſeed, and in the evening- withhold not 
thine hand : for thou knowe## not whether ſhall proſper, either 
this or that, or whether they both ſhal! be « like good, © 
CR_ in regard of the dangers of the times,when Kings 
are childiſh, and Princes humorous , exhorred tolibera- 
lity'in v.1,2,3. which was the ſecond dury he inferred open 
that occaſion. In theſe words he preflech ſtill rhe ſame, but 
with an enlargement unto all faithfulnefſe and diligence-in 
any dury of a mans calling, eſpecially in ſuch dangerous 
times ; which is a third improvement of ſuch eyil times. 
To ſer forward this duty , he remoyerh a doubr which 
might hinder a man from Beneficence 'and fruirfulnefle in 
his courſe and calling. The doubt is raken either from the 
fear of ſome danger , or dangers thar might befall a man in 
ſo doing, which he exprefſerh' under a proyerbial compari-- 
ſon, taken from husbandmen , who for feare of foule wea- 
ther- doe | ſomerimes neglet ſome duty of husba in 
ſeed time or harveſt, v. 4, Or clſe , from ſome difficulty , 
which ſometimes accompany Chriſtian and' holy and.greacr 
undertakings ef dury , eſpecially ſuch duties as may help 
forward Reformation in ſuch times. | h 
To the former he anſwererh, v. 4. Thar ſuch feares” of 
dammage and danger are more dangerous thenzhe hurt we 
feare; For they will preyenr the performance 'of all gec 
duties, and the recompence of Log: erformance 2 Ag an 
husbandman thar obſerycth rhe wind ſhall riever ſow, and 
he thar obſerverth the clouds ſhall never reap, v. 4. '\. | __ 
To the latter he anſwereth, by oppoſing rhe ws 5 an 
ſecrer aſliſtance, and ſuccefſe , and delivetancowhich God 
giveth unto men in the daries ef their calling, Which he 
pos roms by a compariſon from rhe- like ſecret alliſtance 
and deliverance which God giverh to the child faſhioned in 
rhe wombe , beth in the framing of bis' ſpirit (or ſoule) and 
in the ſerriog and ordering of his bones 5Fhich is a irange; 
yet ordinary ſecret in nature, like unto which; all che works 
P 3 als a which 


4 i {+ "# > 
1 Fn ade | 
wroaght of God, ar rs Ml. v.s 4 
feid.co-p r0-paſle,, when God is p to LIE 1 
and to us in the works of og calling ; orherwiſe 'I 
proſpererh in eurhand. | 
MM; 'OM bond RR Feſaqps inter an TO to * 
ence, nd fr els in our ireMly compmrary | 
F2.T jc Na rs and rr 30g, oh Objcfar pro- * 
ons, and difficulries , and rhereupan, neg- | 
_ ſow. Bur. Selamn inferrerh a contrary concluſion ; | 
AE SE ro ſaw more abundantly and. diligengly, In"the 
ing ſow thy ſeed, and in the evening Jet not thy hand 1e#;Fox \ 
ee Reaſon whetcof he giver? , trom rhe uncertaingy of 7 
the een or iffue , &, tore ber Bal pro Ber. this or 8 4. 
work, For thou not whet þro per, tits of that 3.07 ® 
whether pork F354 be alike goed, v.6. h.. 
He char ſhall be diſcopr d from Beneficence . * 
hn is Pra ont from fairchfulnefle in | ws all by doubts _ 
xx Hat of uncertain dangers and I never do 
good in ghjs be ward, 
come, 
Be that (rite wind] that-js., ſo obſcrveth it, as to 
Yhear ſow : 
Shai never ſow] char is, never doc-good in this life;which 
AT ine of ſ7win 5 I 
He eo ene the clouds] which are as uncertain fignes | 
e7, 4s the winde, © 
{pales reap] to wit, any reconmpence of his work, in 
Þlpu er world, which is che harycft time chicfly, Matth.13. + 
9. chqugt there is alſo an barycft rime of reaping evea in 
n is wor, » Prove.1l, 31. As if a man ſhall be loact{ yo caſt 
bread the waters , for feare of fickneſle, old age » 
| ef growing on, the 4-4 re of che pn 
c, Such an one Shall barks lofe his f G 
ol harveſt of reward fram God, - agg 1670 
ar keeperh his Corn in his Bed, oh, for foar of 
ring in doubrfull wearber, ſhall both loſe his, crop , and 
So eakieg and ether EI ASI 


ED Frog Fart: of rhe events of all en; 
le, Text, v.6, ets et 
y ſhould liye by faith , oor we 


of God zo this or that duty or 


nar receive geod in world that is ra = 
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8. 21, 

Reaſon >. From the ſorrow and _—_ Apr God bath 
annexed to all the Ilabours of our calling, Gen. 3,19. 

Regſon 3. From Sarans rea d watchfiloeſfe t6 
ſtir up oo aggravare darigers and dikouragements to afy 

s Rev, 12.4. 

Reaſon 4. From rhe rtials which God purs upon us , 3-4 
cauſing many dangers and evills rs v Form ans Forks 
ro bring chem —_ us , burtro try 
people i in the wildetnefſe feared thi, a and faniine, andrhe 
Anakims, but it was ancly to try their obedictite, Fer wig 
was ever ready with ſupply, Dent. 8.2, 

Reaſon 5. From our own fairhleſſe and flug hearrs, 
which are ready tv imagine feares of evil © nonebe. 
Prov.26.13. Lions are as much afraid vil, rung 

erts, 

Uſe 1. To teach us witty ro conflder what good dies 
God requireth of us in our Chriſtian courſe and wenng, bon 
ſer upon ir without feare or furlorne 6.9, re The Mini 
man in his place, The Magiſtrate, Neb.,6.g, rt 
Aﬀts 20.22,23,24. Luke 13.31,32. Yea rhe wife, 1 Pet. 3, 
Yea children and ſeryanrs, feare not 'turninig to Go £5 
feare o carnal Parenrs, Maſter, Fellowes; &c. 

aueft, Bur ma ; bo a man for feate'of danget hold off his 
from ion | ury in ſome cales ? 

he os hy caſe two things concure ; Firſt, Fm 1 
gers be cettaine , not as windes and Cloudes which ma 
well blow over, as bring foul wearkier, 
dangers he of greater dammage chen the d FL 
to my ſelfe and others. Thus Nevid ſpared kg 2 Sam. 33 
39. and rhe Jewes forbore the building of rhie Temple, Zxrd 
4:23424. Otherwile feare not their feares; 1 Yer.3.14. Frov. 
29.25. Lukg 12,4,5 

Vſe 2, To le 1 i all good durics , as ſowing of” ſeed, 
Gal.6.7,8. As Herefoke a tian wottd make choyce 'of 
cious ſoed, So doe eyery worke in the beſt manner , ter'fa- 
crifices be of rhe fatreſt, Gen'4;3, 


ys #} To exye@ an Baryetar a reaping rim _ 


Gal.6.9, ts to, 


Fr Ir ew q w. | 4 Lo 88 2 , a7 Ws hos 
LS ot tele. 4.5% AER 
5 As thou knowet not what is the way of the Spirit, nor bow the 
- bones doe grow in the womb of ber that is with child: even ſo 
thou knowe$ not the works of God who maketh dl, yr. 
N theſe words Solomon exhorterh ro fruirfulneſfe in good 
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duties , rhe duties of our wages, X eſpecially rhoſe rhar are ' 


moſt bchoovyeful in ill rimes : removing the impedi- 


ments, which arc three': Firſt , From the hazzard anddan- | 


ger (yet uncertaine danger) that may befal our ſelves, of 
- Nx was ſpoken in verſe 4. Secondly, From the difficulry 
which may be in ſundry duties needful to be performed in 
ill rimes , eſpecially in caſe a mans calling require him to 
ſeek reformation of publick evils, verſe 5. Which he remo- 
veth by the unknowne helpe aud ſuccefle , rhar God will 
caſt in & afford ſuch hard attempts, which exceed the skill 
and ſtrengrh'of man, This he ſerterh forth by the like helpe 
of God ordinarily pur forth in producing rwo great works 
both of them. farre excecding the ftren b and kill of man, 
Firſt, As thou knoweft nort-the waywof the ſpirit ,'to wit, of 
irs conveyance into the childe bred in che wombe, and its 


worke there ; Secendly , As thou knoweſt not the way of . 


the bones in the wombe of her thar is with childe : So t 
knoweſt not the worke ef God which worketh all , verſe 5: 
Thirdly., From the uncertainty of proſperous or govd ſuc- 
cefle; from whence Solomon gathereth rather a motive rg 
continual fruitfulnefſe in good duties vpon all opporrunities 
perſe 6: inthe merning ſow thy ſeed, and in the evening withhold 
not thy hand, for thou knowe$ not whether ſhall proſper, &yc. The 
expreflion is an Allegory taken from Husbandry , ſow in all 
ſeaſons , Morning, Ereatn in Winrer, in the Spring ; for 
rhou knoweſt nor, wherher ſced-time ſhall proſper, &c. 
DeFr. 1, As.is the way of rhe ſpirir , , of rhe bones af 
the woman with childe, ſo is od way of God in working 
pur workes for us, ſecret and hidden from us ; yet, when he 
pleaſerh, carryes them on efteually. The way of the ſpirit ] 
1s the way of 'enterance of it into the Infant conceived in 
she wombe. To beger a ſoul, is beyond the kill or ſtrength 
of the Parents , yea, or to frame the body in the Fre, 4 ; 
ea; we know not hew God worketh it : Whether, Firſt, 
y Crearion,of nothing > If ſp,wherher God maketh-it pure? 
. then how commeth it ro be defiled > the body being with- 
our fin (as a carcafle after death ) cannot defile 'tho _ 
| wit 
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of fn > Secondly, By Propagarion Iſo, them ir in. 
either of the whe ater © Parents:, and thenthe Pa- 
rents would dye ; or of part of the ſoule,and then rhe ſoule 


| were partable or divifible , and the foul of the Parents 


-*Þ would be maimed; or of the ſeed of the ſoule, ,-bur ir bach 


no. excrement, - as haying no ſuperfluity of nouriſhmenr. 
Thirdly, By transfuſion, as one candle transfuſerh rhe like 
candle-light-inro prepared marrer:If ſoy, rhen = doe-nor 
as of generation ' ofren_ ſpeed in couples moſt ſuitable 2 
and why are the fouls of Children ſo often unlike ro Parents? 
Fourthly,By efformarion, as the Porter formech a 'VeſleH 
out of Clay ; which of all che reſt is moſt probable, ro wie, _ 
that God formerh the ſoule rhough nor of nothing- (- which” 


M- is properly Creation) bur f pre-exiſtenr marrer; wherher 


of the ſpirituous parr of the ſced'(which is ealie: for God'ro 


doe );or of the fouls of the Parents, as of Adams tib-he made 
' his wives body, which no man can doe bur onely God; ix be 


ing more then God hath given to nature to produce ſucha 
worke; Hence God is ſaid to be a former of ſoils, Zach, 12. 


1,28 a Pottcr of a veſicl of Clay. 


-Or the way of the ſpirit ] may bo meant, the of irs 
fafbioning the Organs of the body ; in caſe it be T in- 
ftrymencall ro God,in being ( as they ſay-ir is ) Sui _ | 
a1 chite &riz, how commieelf:oe fatale to 'worke- lo Skilfull a 
curiqus a Fabrick which it knowerh nor, * 'nor. can _ che 
like whea it is growne up to ripeſt underſtanding, skill, and 
experience? Onely it isthe worke of the Lord, who when 
_ pleaſerh to concurre,' the worke is carried on effeftu» 
ally, = | 

"7 the way of the ſpirit. ] It: is an hidden ſecret.rorus; if 


ſpirie be exrended farrher ro fignific -brearh ( as: often. tir 


oth} how the childe in the wombe can rake its breath 
twenty weeks in the wombe,1f ir breathe not - how doth the 
childe live > If it doe breathe,how commerh ir zo paſle, ir is 
nor ſtifled in the wombe > * 
The wo of the bones of her that is with childe .] for ſo the 
way may be repeated from the former” pazt 'of rhe ſen» 
rence, Huw they come to be opened co'give aflage 
ro the Infant ; or how cloſed and ſhur-againe - ; od | 

withour breaking : And how in ſome ſoon and eafily, in o+ 
thers Jare and hardly, Job,10.10,11,1z;Pſeh,139.13,to 16.50 
X 15 
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&£3. In 9ur yiRories over m— and | 
xempratios. $0 1n mens pi 5 > 


licke yocations, Ic nn] an; 
incredible worke ro Moſes to deliver Iſrael from Fharh. So | 
' $0 leſter, ro worke deliverance for her people, Soro $6. | 
awel xo 2nnoynt a King againſt Sal, 1 Sen. 16.2. SoroNe. | 
bemiad to repaire J dlem, yet according ro the hand: $ 
af God, it-was done, Neb.2.8, $0 to Zerubbabel to build a 

"oe. Tos required Solomon's Treaſure, Heg,z.1, 2,3,8c. 

e 


| 1, To teach women with childe, not to faine , 
uw er or diffgulry of cheir Travell * bur to looke up w 
God who warketh all. God as he hath given a foule to the 
ehilde,you know not what way, /and as he hath fathioned |} 
the bones of the childe, you know.not how : fo he ir is thax 
worketh ſafe,and comfortable deliverance, 1/ai.66.9. 5 
four "x RE mee -E 2pa8 pros works of 1 
ir ca never io ut and dangeraus;gee on, - 
be doi Ws doth any man know, by what weake _ 
Gad _—_ mighty things to paſle. Wherefore hath Gad' 
{ſo mightily ftrerched forth his powerfull Arme in our firſt | 
oiaming inte che world > bur to ive us a pledge, from our © 
zender years ofhis power and ey 4 efle to aflift us;in all the © I 
works he hath to. do by us ? 1ſai. 46.344. . 7 
. "Uſe 3. To ſticre us up to give up our ſclyes ro the Lord, in © 
the new birth eſpecially ; which chaugh it be a great w | 
and difficulr,yca, impoſliþle ro fleſh and blood:yer we litrle / 
know, when Godis pleaſed to fer in, how much may be 
wroughr beyond what we can aske or thinke. 


Eccleſ. 11+ v. 6 
6; In the Morning ſow end in the Evening withi 
_ . » thine band:for thou ys whether all proper, o why 
- 'or this, or whether they beth ſhall be dliks good, 


Oherence,ſecec in verſe. 5,6. | | 
Nu. Dr. x. The works or labours of a man inhis courſe . | 
& calling,they are his ſeed. The Meraphor is boxrowed fidm J 
tusbandry,who ſow their ſecd in all ſeaſons, Moming,Eve- © 
= + 12. Prov.11.18. Pſalm,126,5, 6. 


"Ofe.n, Fram the proportion our works haye to fruits /3 


whence 


-34.-Raw.t.13. Now it is.an uſuall ching 
ed of all rutefull erees lier in ic fruirs,Ge 


12. Fw * wh MN MS - . 
3 -— Redone. Fromthe ſwalncflc of ir in it ſelfe, Matth.1 3:ar. 

" yer Ring cat growth and increaſe,Gel.6:6,7, P RE 
5,6. It was a {mall feed thar word, 2 Kings.5.8. yer brought 
forth grear increaſe, ; 

/ Reaſong, From the lying of ir fora time {as it were 
under the clods and furrowes ef the carth ) in abſeuri 
ſceming rather to fall 'inro loſle.then ro promiſe increaſe 
Pſalme126.5, 

Uſe 1, To provoke to ſow precious ſeed ; Jet. our waies 
betruirfull, and fruirfull in the beft workes, Nofruir bur 
hath his ſeed in it ; and the berrer the Seed, the richer the 
Haryeft;cyery man in his calling, let him doe his works of 


| tharthe 


'F che beſt, 


2, To encourage every man to wait for @ greater in» 
= of his labour = it 7 worth; The iced is lizlc worth 
compared to the harveſt,1 Kings.19.19,20. ' 

De#S 2, Our ignorance and uncertainty of ſucceſſe of our 
Iabours in our callings, ſhould nor diſhearren us, bur rather 
—_—_ us to a greater diligence,and fruirfulneſs jj rhem 

$,20,22. = EN 

Reaſon 1, From the firit account we muſt give of our 
Time and Talents unto God, Epheſ. $4.3 $.Matth,25,26,29+ 

Reſon 2, From the abundant recompence of reward to 
fruirfulneſſe in good durics, 1 Cor, 15.58. 

Reaſon 3. From the greater. hopes »f a more | plenrifull 
harveſt, when more variety of ſeed is ſown; if one. mi > 
the uther may take ; yea and none will be loſt, _The Mer- 
chant that rraderh in many barks, ' is more like to ſce-a ſafe 
- returne of ſome. : 

Reaſen 4, From the greater exerciſe of fairh, hope, 'and 

ience where cycats are uncertaine, 2 Cor 517. 1C0.9,10. 
6m.5.7. 

Uſe 1, To exhorrt to fruirfulneſs in our courſe and calling 
wpon all occafions and opportunities ; In the morning ſow thy 


ſeed, in the evening bet notthy band reft, Seed in che Gamer 
.* . . - , oy and corrupterh. 
Ker in his ,2 T18.4.1,2. Magiſtrate in his, Pſalm. 101. 
$. Eycry man in his, Prev.40.455, © + 


mulcipliech not,yea rather decre 
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any good ſucceſs at any rime. 


Uſe 3. To be more fruitfull in that which is good, for our 1 


ignorance.ſake of the cycnrs of our labour, Text. 


Eccleſ. 11. v. 7,8. 


4. Truly the light is ſweet, and a pleaſant thing it is for the eyes to | 


behold the Sun 


$. Butif a man live many yeares, and rejoyce in them all, yet let | 
him remember the dayes of darkneſſe, for they ſhall be many, all. | 


that commeth is vanity. 


Oherence,ſee verſe. r, 2,3, Theſe words exprefle and 3} 

0 inſtrution which Sole- 2 
mon giveth ro- men that live in rhe ruinous rimes of a civill 3 
State 2 wherein he reacheth all men this holy dury, thar 7 
however the times here may fall our tv their owne parti- 2 


declare'the fourrh whole 


cular, yet- ro- remember - the dark times that remaine after 


this life is ended, and therefore ſo to provide and prepare in ® 
this life,as- that we may with comfort leaye ir. Which duty 7 
Solomon requireth may nor be negle&ed, notwithſtanding _* 
chree $vers chings which might occafion the negleR of ir: \* 
Firſt,the ſweerneffe of life for the preſent, v.7. Secondly, the _ * 
Jong continuance of life ro ſome men. Thirdly,rhe proſperity * 
comforrable eſtate rhar may befall ſome men in their | 


long life, Yer to remember, firſt, rhe dayes of darkeneſle 
(which are comming after this life ended)are many. Se- 
condly, [Thar all rhe furure time and worke will be but va- 
nity,v.s, 

The light is ſweer, and ir is a pleaſant thing for the eyes 


ro behoid rhe Sun ; Light-is a Periphraſis of this naturall . 


lifegJob.3.20. ſo here. As who ſhould ſay, life is fweer ; and 
{o they that behold the Sun, are purfor men living in this 
world : Eccleſ.7.11, And here both are put in »ppofirion to 
the daics of darknefſe after this life is ended, which are daics 
of dearh _ buriall, | 
PoZ. Though life be ſweerzand ro ſome men long, 

and combireatte all cheir dayes,yet ler chem withe * 
the daies which are comming. are many both 'of 'darkneſle 
and vyanixy, . The {weernefle- of life is argued by even Pe- 


ters loathneſſc ro die,eyen when an aged Chriſtian;"and _e 
IE | c 
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fe, Job.10,27, 
22. And in Hell the darknefle is extreame ' and everlaſting, 
the darkneſle is outward or extreame ; Maith, 22. 13. nox- 
. withſtanding the fire, Matth 25.41, as a fire of Brimſtone, 
'Eſay 30.33. | | 
| rea lifes ſweetneſſe, Firſt, from many defirable com- 
forts thar we enjoy in this life, congruou® and ſuitable to 
to {| allourſenſes,and to all our affeftions, Secondly,  trom the 
| inrimare union of ſoul and body, ſo as rhey borh make bur 
one perſon; Hence loathneſs to part,;* we will loſe any mem- 
ber to ſave head and heart,or any vitall parr. 
Some men ſpend their dayes in proſperity, JÞb.21.13, 
Reaſon 1. From the reward of godlineſs, Prov 3.16. 
Reaſon 2. From the patience and bounty of God to evill 
' .men,Gen 25.17, 
Reaſons why the dayes of darkneſſe and vanity are many. 


Firſt, From their continuance to the reſurreRion,in the 
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of the world, Fob 14.12, | 
Secondly, from the ignorance and vblivion of all things + 
5 in the grave, Pjal 88.12, & 6.5, | 
F Thirdly, from the diſappeyntmentof any labour all char 


rime,Eccleſg,10, Pſa! 30.9. : 

This tro be remembred- ] words of ſenſe in the Hebrew 
are underſt2ed with afftetion and ation ; ſo this word 
Eccleſ 12.1. which implieth here, 2,” Continuall mindfull 
. knowledgeofir, 2, Sotobe affeted with care and con> 
' ſcience of ir,as that ir may rake deeper impreſſionin us then 
all the tranſient cares and comforts of rhis naturall life, 
whereof though the dayes be many,yet nor ſo many. 3, Bo 
ro provide in this life as that when our bodies ſhall fleep | 
in darkneſs,yer our ſouls may enjoy the light and comfort of - 
evcrlaſting life and bleſſednefs, : 
| Reaſon 1. From the benefir of ſuch remembrance. Info 
1 doing we remember God, Eccleſ 12, 1, and our ſelves alfo, 
| 2ukfi6 4, | 

Reaſon 2. From the danger and folly, brutiſh folly, of ſuch 
forgerfulneſs, Fob 21.13. Eccleſ3.21. 

! Uſe,of lifes fi e, - 1, For thankfulneſs ro God, who 
& bharhgivenus lifc,and all the liyely comforts of it, Fob 10.12. 
: For thankfulneſsro Chriſt, who laid down his life for our 

| Aakes, Matth 20 28.whence we are to livero him, 2 _ $. 
£23. 
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>. To reach us not to enyie the many proſperous 
dayes of wicked men here ; Thcir lighrſome dayes here are 
bur 2 few ro rheir dark dayes behind, 

© Vſe 3. To provide here for life in dearth, and for light 
3% in darkneſſe,and for-feliciry againſt vaniry; Meancs hereof ; 
I Firſt, Meditation frequent, and conſtant, and ſcrious of the. Þ 
3 ſhorrnefs of this life, and of all che comferrs of ir, Iſai 40,6, * 
7,8. Sccondly, Nor to reſt in a ſtate of darkneſs here, Eph,y, ® 
8, 1 John 1.6, Thirdly, Bchold Chriſt loſing his ſweer life 7 
for us, and mourn over him, Zach 12.10, Fourthly, Walke in 
lis lighr, x John 1.7. 


| Eccleſ” 11. v. 9, 10. 
g. Rejoyce, O young man, in thy youth, and let thy heart” 
, cheare thee in the dayes of thy youth, and walke in the waies 
of thine heart, and in the fight of thine eyes : but know thou 
bat for all theſe things God will bring thee into judgement. | 
10, Therefore remove ſorrow from thy heart, and put away evill 
frem thy fleſb : for childhood and youth are vanity. [ 


'Or a fifth wholſome counſell and inftrution, Solomon 
+ giverh ir unto young men, which is twofold : Firſt, To 
know, God will bringthem to judgement, verſe g, 10, Se- 
condly, + To remembex, their Creator in the dayes of their 
youth, yerſe, r. ro 7, And both rhis and the former Counſels. 
are bur further motives and dircRions to take rhe Counſel! 
yen,verſ. 6.4, ſawing our ſecd in the. morning, and in the 
vening not ro ccaſe. , | 
Regſon x, For after this life is ended, many will be the 
deyerof darkneſs, and they will be dayes of raniry, verſs. , 
7,0, i 
Reeſon 2, For yourh is the morning ef our. Agezand/ſo a it  / 
time to ſow phe? ſeed, & uſuall AE leeds the ſowing 5 
of vangy; yerſc 9.10., And there be three words rhat cx- 
Frefle ir : INTO doth properly fignific the morning of Aye, 


V; I'90, 


' kinde of irony or ho 


- andexceſhive 


fa 
anon rhe 


Thirdly, Hence api exhorration ro pux away and. remove 
the paſſions and lyſts of youth and childhood, verſe. io. 
Therefore remove the Iraſcible paſſions of the heart and 
evill from thy fleſh,rhar.is,che luſts of the fleſh; Fourrhly, 
a Reaſon df that exhorratien from the vanity. of childhood 
and youth, verſe 10, 

Do# x. God is wont in an hely ſcorne ro give up chi 
dren and yourh in their own dayes, to rake their' own waics 
and ro rejoyce(or ppg themſelyes)in them. See the ike 

y ſcarne, 1 Kings 18, 27, & 22, 19, & 


hich a nan would chaoſe 


a Chron 25.8, 

Que$. Bur doth not Ged ſpeake feriouſly, as allowing 
children and yourh more liberties then arc mcer for riper 
years 2? as Chap.947,8,9. 

Anſw, There be ſome lawfull liberties which Goddnch 
allow to thar age, as Zach, 8.5,8 9.17. Bur if he had ſpokem 
of theſe, he would have given ſome juſt ground: of encous 
r nt ( for ir is your portion, or the like; ) but here. he 
5... ou giverh a check and admonition. againſt ir, fom/a 

nd thac is wont to dampe not la bur carnall de+ 
Fohes, Bur knew that for all cheſe pgs God, will bri 
thee to judgement. Tho wayes of, F. Childhood, 
I#norancc, 1 Cor. 14.20, Secondly, Vanity; ſcrious in twifles 
and rrifling in ſerious things, Text, verſe.za., Thirdly, Fo 
Fourchly, Falſhood, Pſalm.y8.3. Fiftbly, Forw c 
Manh,:1.16,17. 2, Youch, Firſt, High conceics of gtheiv 
own ſufficiency and worth, 1 Tim. 3.6. Secondly, Inordinare 
7» love of liberry, þ ms A __— _ 
,Str affections u We ounds. . pati- 
ence of counſels and reprooſes hich i ubboencſe Jen, 
$1.+9, 19, Sixthly, Prodigaliry, 15. 22,13. Seronchly,. 
Impudency, L/4i. 3.5. God giverh.up Children and: Yeung 
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Arfining or converting ſo ſoon... Tac b mus mar | 
' themſuch parents, governours and friends,as might reſtraine 
them, 2 Chron,24.17. As hetharrakerh away a dammeggi. 
veth a running River leaveto run ſtrongly; "Thirdly, By gi- 
ving them up to a company of flatterers and Paraſites, ſons 
of Belidl,who encourage them to evill, 2 Chron. 24. 17,18, 
and harden them againſt wiſe and grave commer ng. I'2, 
10,11, Fourthly, By ſuiring the heart with fit and ſtrong 
objes, and leaving rhe heart re the imperuouinefle of ir 
own paſſions and luſts. ; 

Reaſon. 1. From the Idol of ſelf-fulnefle which God ſeerh 
In the heatr of youth, according ro which he anſwercrh them 
and all ethers,Exek, 14.4. 

Reaſon. 2, From-their wilfull diſobedience, Pſalm,81.11. - 
Pn 3- From his delight toſcorne ſcorners, Prev. 3.34, 

25334. | 

Reaſon. 4, From his purpeſe ro magnific his grace rhe 
more,and to humble them rhe more in their conyerſion, Jer. 
31.18,1g9. 


Vſe. r. To humble childhood and youth the more; the # 
flower of whoſe Age is ſo nuich corrupted, If our choyſe FÞ} 


dayes be ſo wicked, whar are our dregs > If our- firſt fruirs % 
be ſo unclean,whar is our whole lumpe? yea and this ſpiriru- 2 
all judgement ſhould humble youth rhe more ; for it is a ® 
more dreadfull judgement for God to ſcorne, then ro frowne 
and threaten. .Y * 

DoF. 2, God would have children and yourh to know © 
that God yill bring them to judgement for all cheir childiſh | 
and yourhfull courſes, and for their delighr in them, Pſal.50. 
18, to 22, Rev.20.12, 2 Cor;5.10.Eccleſ.12.,14, | 

Reaſon. 1. From Gods unparriall juſtice toall, Rom.2. 6. 
to It.God taketh no pleaſure in proper youth, Pſal.147, 10, 
nor pitty on carnall children. 

Reaſon, z. From the proportion which God kceperh in re- 
compencing like meaſure, yea, double meaſure of rorment 
to deliciouſnefle, Rev.18,7. 

. Uſe. 1, To charge children and yourh to pur away and 
remoye from them rheir paſſions and luſts, the eyils of rhein | 
fleſh, yerſe. ro. Yourh cagerly purſue their luſts, and boiſte-. + 
rouſly contend for them : Bur luſts-overwhelme with the 
greater rorments,& Potentes potenter torquebuntur, ul 
| e >, 
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F Uh 4. Todiſcover and convince the vanky-of child 
and yourh,verſe 10; In regard, Firſt, Of the many cor 
incident to their Age, mentioncd above. Secondly, C 
their fond rejoycing in. them , as a fool in his Ferters -and 
Shackles. Thirdly, Of the danger growing thereby, of -lng- 
penirency here, and of Judgement hereafter. ' 
Uſe 3- To exhorr both, ro remember their Creatar in 
their prime dayes, Ecclef. 12,1. | 


Ecclef. 12. 1. 
1 Remember now thy Creator in the daies of thy youth, while the 


> 4 


4 
. 
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_ like the former, 


evil daies come not, ner the yeers draw nigh, when thou ſhalt 
ſay, 1 have no pleaſure in them. 


Olomon to reftraine children and yourh from rhe vanities 

of rheir Age, propounded ro them a: double Antidote 2: 
Firſt , The knowledge of Gods approaching Judgemene , 
whereto he will bring them for all the evils of ther youth , 
Chop. nt. verſe 9; whence he inferred two Corollaries; 1. 
An exhorration to put away youthful paſliens and lufts. 2, 
The yanity of childhood and youth, Chep.1t. v. 10, Second- 
ly, The remembrance of cheir Creators in the dayes of their 
youth, Chap. 12. x. The copulative And , implyeth a con- 
nexion upon the former, gs the Addition of angther remedy 


Doty. r, The remembrance of our Creator in the dayes 
of our youth, is a Soyeraigne remedy againſt the yaniries 
both of Yourtf and Age. Ir is a remedy againſt the yaniticg 
of youth before ſpoken of ; and the words following, -[ Be- 
fore the evil daies come, (yc.] argue,it is a remedy againſt the 
weariſome yaniries of old Age. Remember] words of ſenſe in 
the Hebrew Tongue are ro be underſtood with AﬀeRion 
and Aion, by reaſon of the combination and concatenation 
of all che faculries of the ſoul in pure nature, like as of links 
in a chaine; draw one and draw all, breake one and breake 
all, Luke 23.42. 1 Sam.1.19. Pſal. 106,4,7. Heb. 13.3. Rev, 
2.5, Remembrance of God implycrh and inferrerh, 1. Tur- 
ning to him, Pſal.22.27. 2 Truſt and Joy in him , Iſai, $1; 
13.3 Service and obedience tohim, Deut, 8. 11. 19. P jd. 
9.17, Judg.3.7. 4 Thankfulncfle ro him, Dent. 8,18, I 
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--:Thy creator] Serrech- forth God as the nd-foun. 'Þ | 
raifne of all our being out of nothing. Which ar God 
rb be, 1. The end of all our being, Prov. 16; 4: 2 Our pre- 
ſerver and Govyernour,, Iſ#i. 40..26. 3 Our owner and poſs © 
ſefleur, and Lord, iſai. 43.1. 4 Intimately acquainted with | 
all our wayes , Pſal. 33. 15.5 Unwilling , yea diſdaini 
to have his worke de ed or corrupred , Dems. 3, 5, 6, 
6 Able cafily ro deſtroy us, Pſa{+-104.29,30, 

, Creators] Lmplycth more Creators then one, all the three 
ons concurring in the worke, Gen.1.26. 
Remember Jeſus Chriſt our Redeemer; I. As one rhar 
3 dycd and roſe againe for us, 2 Tim. 2.8. 2 And withour 
be whom we are ſtrangers from God, Eph, 2, 12. 3.In whom 
b- we. become new-creatures, .2 Cor. 5.17, 4 And through 
whom the Father is well-pleaſed with us, Matth.3.19. 
Remember the holy Ghoſt , Firſt , Who unitethy us to | 
Chriſt -x Cor, 6, 17. and wirhout whom, we are carnal and | 
ſenſual; Jude 19. John g 6. Secondly , Who ſanRifieth us ro £2] 
God,and that in a Creating way, Pſal.$1.16,11. Mertifying 4 
our paſſions and lufſts, Rom.8,13. Quickning us to righteoul- | 
nefle, Thirdly, Who pacifieth and comforterh - our conſci= ® 
ences, Jobn 14.16, 17. and thar in a creating way, Pſel.31.19, © 
Reaſon 1. From the vanity of youth and Age without this 
remembrance of our Creators, Text. Eccleſ. 12, x, with Chap. * 
I. 9. Y 
Reaſon 2, From the benefit of this yoke upon Youth, Le F 
ment. 3.27, to 30. ; 
\ Reaſon 3. From the ſanRification of the whole lumpe of * 
our life, by the ſanRifying of rheſe firſt fryirs, Rom. 11,16, | 
Uſe x. To reprove forgerfulnefſe of our Creator in this. 
time of yourh, Ir cauſcth old age to periſh in ſuch , to be ' 
good for nothing, Job 3041,2,3, Yourh and childhood is the 
ced rime of grace and all-goodnefle. If in the ſpring no ſeed 
be fowne, or none but Cockel and Darnel, uch We 
what hope of Harveſt? Iſai.17,10,11, From a threefold ca 
of difficulty, x. Cuſtome in fin, Jer.13, 29- 2 Satans lo | 
poſſeſlion, Merk.9.21,29.3 Gods rejeRion, P rov,1.24 to 28. 
Uſe 2. To exhorr children and youth to heed this coun- 
ſcll. As the people ſaid to the blind man , riſe he callerh © 
thee, Mark 10.49. ſo here; God accepteth che firſt ripe fruirs {| 
Micah 7.1, He taketh ic then ſo kindly,that he wil after pou Y 
- Y 
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ly, Reforming known evils upon reproofe, Prov 


old, Gen- 47.9; ; yuan 10, 
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Mata mn ndnpe Ieischear- 


* hymaayb 
- young men, of 
leans by which God wfoh 10 bed ſich. 
the word, Fſdl.11 9.9. Prov.8.34. Secondly , 


ſtubbornneſs, and prayer for converti 
Thirdly, abandoning of bad company, 


2.96 
irſt, artencian co 
for 
» Jers31.13,7 9. 
a, _ 115, Fourth- 
1,23, 


Eccleſ.12. pare of y..1. 


While the evil daies come not, nor the yeers draw nigh, wherein 
thou ſhalt ſa), 1 have no pleaſure in them, 


" Heſe words begin a deſcription ,- firſt, of the weariſom 
evils of old age, from the lacrer part of this verſe tothe 
end of th& fixr. Secondly, of death;zv7, And borh of them 
Coouynr.tn.00 a double ſtrong motive to urge res” 1 

their youth ro remember their Creator; 

Kr former Reaſon is taken from the ſupport and remedy 
which-che remembrance of our Creatot in the daics of our 
youth-will give to the evils of old ages 5 V-1,.t0 6, The later, 
from our diflolurion, and return to God in-dearh,y.7,”  * 

DoSr, The dayes of old are Evil, and utpleaſanc 
rimes, and old age ! ieſelfe will acknowledge i it, 2 Sam.-19, 
3y+ and yer he was of the berrer ſort of old men , and very 
well provided of all helps, v. 32. and as then bur 80, yecrs 


ay hat” artly I, Narurall,Firſt,in the C- 
Kare: The areſt rn A and acquainrance, Gen. 
37. 34,35. = 36. And contempt of younger 3 Job 
30eL1,1 2,13. Secondly , in rhe body , e ay 
of all the lenſes, 2 Seam. 19. 34, 38 And manifold pains am 
aches, and CR —_ wo G—_— loth a 
2. Morall, Firſt, ſeeking wealth greed er b wu: c 
it, Secondly, flow and cold 3 in mers yea £1 
and fearfull ; yer chafing ar ly backwardnelſs, Thirdly , 
hard to be pleaſed res Fa and as hard'to pleaſe orhers ; 
arenofs of preſcne times, bur pea ailing former 
nora hi e old men of thoſe ies as much 
of, as he of theſe. 
EY ready þ Firſt, Ignorance, Sccondly, varapebleneth, 
Q.2 


and 


- The evils of bs 
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and {elf-conceit, | 

Reaſon 1. From-fins'sf yourh, Job 20. 11. 

Reaſon 2. From the vaniry of all crearure-comfotrs, which 
muſt tade, Iſai.q0.6. . | 

Reaſon 3. From the neceſhry of ripening in thar age,cirher 
for hell or heaven, Job 5.26. inthe autume of our age, 


Reaſon of old mens acknowledgement of it, From cheir queru-+ 


lous and diſcontenred ſpirir. | 

Do#r.3. The remembrance of God in the daics of youth , 
is a comforrable Preſeryarive againſt the evil and unpleaſant 
rime of age, For- as an antidore againſt” this evil, Soſoron 
preſcribeth this. Hence'the age of Abraham and Devidar 
called »a:\good old age;'Gen-25.8, 1. Chron.20.28, | 

Reaſon r. From the bleſling of good old age, removing and 
healing the contrary evils; 1.-Naturall, fr, in the cſtare, 
Friends not loſt, bur gone before, and we haſte after them, 


A Crown of glory inſtead of contempr , Prov. 16, 31. *Se- *' 


condly, in rhe tigay' the power and life of faith , ro- piit 
ftrengch in weaknefle, health in ſickneſs, caſe in pain, Hebr. 
11. 34, Joſþ,14,10, The benefic of Gods feare, Prov, 3,758, 
2+ Moral and ſpirituall: Corruptions now more morti- 
fied then eyer, 2 Tim,4.7. Grace. more lively , powerfull; 


13. Thirdly, pride of ſpirir, Fourthly,deceitfulnedle: h- * 
ly, impenirency, through cuſtome ,-and hardning in linne, 


« Yi ch. : : 4 AJ 
or admoniſhed, -£tcleſ. 4. }- 


, 


and fruirfull,-Pſalm 92.14. 2 Cor, 4.16. Heaven ( as'an ha+ ' 


= in view, ſeaſoning and ſweetning all, 2 Tim.4.8. 
eaſon 2. From the gracious and powerfull preſence of 
Elo , to ſupport them in age, whom hekarh guided in youth, 
ay 4643 A, | 
Uſer, Toſer on Solomons counſell upon young men , to 
be the more mindfull of their Creator in' the daies of their 
youth, to finde the evils of old age cicher more fully remo- 
ved, or more eaſily borne, If young men negle& rhis dut 
intheir-beſt rimes, they will be far more in'diſpoſed in their 
evil daies, 71 | 
Uſe-2, To provoke ſuch as are entring upon old age , to 
be more ſollicirous of remembring: God and themſelves, 
[:eing they are baſting faſt into thele evils, Iris a juſt re- 
proofe to ſuch as take no'notice of decayes of nature, See 
rhe ſimile, Hoſy7,p, 
21A Vſe 
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runiries that are leſt ; The.evil of the tines Paul makerh a 
motive ro this duty, Epheſ,s,15,16, th 


1 


| Ecclefe, 12. 3. t9 7. 


2 While the ſun , or the light, or the moon, or the fiars be nat 
darkened, nor the clouds return not after the rain : 

3 In the day when the keepers of the og hall tremble , and 
'the ſtrotg men ſhall bow themſelves, and the grinders ceaſe , 
becauſe they are ſew , and thofe that look out of the window be 
darkened : | 

4 And the doors ſhall be " in the flreets , when the ſound of the 

+ &grinding is low, and he (ball riſe up at the woice of the bird, «nd 
all the daughters of mufeck ſhall be brought low. i 

5s Alſo when they ſball be afraid of that which is high, and 
feare ſhall be in the way , and the almond tree all hard , 
and the graſhopper ſhall be a burden , and defire ſhall faile*: 
becauſe man goeth to his long home , and the mourners go about 
the ſtreets, - 

6 Or ever the filver cord be looſed, or the golden bow! be broken, or 
the Pitcher be broken at the fountain, or the wheele broken at 
the ciftern. 


Olomon having ſtyled old age an evil and unpleaſanc 

rime, v. 1, he now proceederh to deſcribe mare par-" 
ticularly the decayes and infirmitics of nature in old 
men, which make their daies evil and unpleaſant ; which 
are of rhree ſorts : Firſt ſome iuch as betall rhe former parr 
of old age, whilſt as yer they are able ro goc abroad, verſe 2, 
to part of rhe fifth, Secondly , ſome of decrepirt old age, 
when dearth is very neecr approacing, and themſelves draw-, 
ing on faſt ro it. Latter part of v, 5, with v, 6, 7, Thirdly , 
Dearh it ſclfe, v.79. | 
- Thedecaycs and infirmitics of old age, whilſt as yer they 
are able to walk abroad, be; 

Firſt, the darknefle of rhe lights abour,them , whether 
narurall as Sunn, Light ( of the day when the Sunne is 
under a cloud) Moon, Stars: or artificiall lights,as Candles, 
Torches, &c. This darkneſs commeth nor from rhe decay 
of thoſe lights, but from the dimneſs of our fight , whenge 
need of ſpcaacles, I doe not underſtand this to be a de- 
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| ſcriprion of adverſity z for | darknefſe be often-pur 'Þ 1 
for adyerfiry, and li for protpaphey , you we read ok pr Sc 


the Sunne, Moon and Stars pur for proſperiry ; nor 
the darknefſe of them, pur for adyerſity, CARD 
Secondly, The returning of the clouds after rain] is an allu- 
fion tothe winrerly tate of old age, In Summer after rain 
the clouds break up, and fair weather followerh ; bur in 
winter ſeaſon after rain clouds ſtill remain, and return, So, ® 
though in youth, after weeping and coughs and rheumes - 
dried up , the brain is clearer and drier :yerin old ape, 
afrer colds, and coughs, and theumes, and Pozes, chere Bill 
remain and return clouds, and vapors, and fumes in the 
brain, — the ſtore of ſuperfluous and excrementitious 
Thirdly, When the keepers of it +3Jo Some 
rake theſe keepers of the houſe to be the five hr , Which 
are indeed the keepers of the body z bur rheir decay is not 
firly called rrembling. And beſides, of their decay he ſpea- *} 
keth expreſly in the ſequel. The s of the- bouſe , arc | 
therefore the hands and arms which in men are-ſteady - 
t. and firong, and doe allo keep borh the and houſe by - ' 
Ew? repulſling ances, and providing uſefull rhings, food , 
F rayment, &c, Theſe tremble, grew feeble, and inold 


ages | 
- Bourthly, The frong men bow themſelves] when rhe thighs 
3 
and legs, which in y0ung men went {et and Grong, Ha 
buckle and , that anold man ſtandcth in need of a 

affe rope im. 

Fifthly s ceaſe, becauſe they are few) when the 
eecth ceaſe ry chew mear, many of them being worn our, 
Teeth come not with us into the world,and they common- 

I —_— men ( ar leaſt many of them) before they leave 


wor 
þ Sixthly, Thoſe thet look out «t the windows are derkned 
K —_———_—_—_ ſo dim that we cannot ſee well wi 
+ ſpeRacles, which is a further degree of dimnefſe of fighr 
was mentioned in 


$ 43. tor 
to grind the mrar , the mear is rolled and 


want ef reeth 


3 chavelled in the inourh; and 


groweh gray and hoary , which is a flouriſhing Ornament, 
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from falling out of the mourh. 4 
Eighthly, He ul riſenp at the ſound of the bird ] the leaft: 


' noiſe of a Swallow or ocher bird , wiLwaken an old man , 


chrough the narurall drinefle of his brain , and through the 
wearinefle of any poſture; in che day rame he is weary of 
ſirring, and ſoen g=crh ro bed the Lamb; in the nighr 
he is weary of lying, and ſoon rifeth with che Lark. 

Ninthly, The daughters of muſick are abeſed ] when cirher 
Inſtruments of ſpeech faile, which make mufick; or Inftru- 
ments of hearing faile, which receive mufick, Specch and 
Hearing both faile, as in Bargillai, 2 Sam. 19.35. Which is 
the more obſervable,thar old men whoſe hearing is ſe quick 
as to be wakened with rhe ſound of a bird , and yer the ex- 
quiſireneſs of the ſenſe of hearing (ro delighr in the ſound of 
mulick) is quire gone. 


Tenchly, They {hall be efraid of that which is bigh , and feare 


| ſhallbe in the way verſe 5. [becauſe old men are afraid of 


climbing in regard of the ſiffenefle of their joynts, and un- ' 
weildinefſe of their bodies, feare any ſtumbling ſtone 
in the way , leſt it give them a fall, or any thing thar mec- 
reth rhem, leſt ir rhrow them downe. | 
Eleventhly, The Almond tree ffeurifbeth ] When his head 


rov, 16,31. bur an cvidene deexy of due moyſhure ronouriſ 
the haire of rhe head and . The Almond Trec is the 
firſt rhar flouriſheth in rhe ſpring,  —__ and hath his 
name from carly bloſſoming ;. ir is 
hoary head, yer with this di 
flouriſherh in rhe Spring,rhe 
Ape. 2, Thar Tree flouriſherh 
riſherh' after. ir. And yet ir may 
head is the flouriſhing of the old man inthe ſpring of 
T Th gone noun fall be « burden] Whe- 
we ly, £90 gr. or Locuff 4 
Co thre dutarn aprons bog Fond, 
ſe 4.) or (by an Hyperbole is weight , an 
re he Dale wo bur moſt fairly, his 
re en. Thos the locuſt be a cleanc 
wholſome food, and uſed in thoſe Countryes ( efpe- 
cially ofthe poorer "_ 7, 22. Meth. 3.4. yer ts 
| 4 beavy 
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or drinke, or eſpecially to marriage fellowſhip.” 

The larrer forr of particular infrmiries accompanying old 
Age, are ſuch decayes of nature in old men, as arc found in 
their decrepit Age, when they are drawing on to death, and 
mourners goe about rhe $ 
death, or till entrance int 


ates of ir. 


. Firſt, When men goeth to his long home] That is, to the houſe | 
of his age, the grave where he thall reſt whilſt the world 


ſtanderh, Fob 14.12, 
Secondly, The mourners goe about the Streets ] To wit, the 
women skilful in mourning for the dead, and that with ſuch 


atfe&ion and owe, and lamentarion, asto ſtirre up mour- \ 


ning in a whole company, Amos $5.16, Jer.22.18. 


hirdly, Or ever the filver cord be looſed ] Thar is, the | Y 


Marrow of the backe bone, which runncth trom the Braine 
through the necke , ro the borrome of che back through 24 
Joynrs, and takes in rherewirh all che finewes : whence fol- 
lowerh a ſhaking and trembling of all rhe joynts, and urcer- 
fecblencſs rouſe any limbe withour helpe,v.6. Or rather the 
finewcs, which are the ligaments of all the members,and looſ- 
ned by cold humours and Palſcy diſtempers. 

Fourrhly, The Golden Bowl i broken] When the Scull is 
parted in the ſurures or ſcames of it, whence the Chaps fall, 
the Almands of the cares are ſtopped,parr lifting up againe, 

For the Hebrew is the ſame with Golgatha which figni- 
fieth a Scull, 2 Kings 9.35. Matth. 29, 33. It is a Bowle be- 
cauſc it is round, and golden both for the colour , and for 
the prexiqus uſe of ir to containe and preſerve the Braine. 

Fourthly, The Pitcher broken at the Spring] Thar is , the 
bladder is broken ar the ſpring of water, the Ifluing farth of 
the water or the retcntiye faculty of the muſcle arthe neck 
of the bladder being broken , ſothat warer (urine) iflueth 
from him inſenſibly, withour ſtay, 

— Fifrhly, The wheele broken at the Cifterne)Is the Lungs bro- 
ken off from their motion of inſpiration and reſpiration by 
phlegme from the ſtamacke , which is as the Ciſterne from 
all the body, The Lungs are as a wheel tranſmitting the Air 
3n and out, up and downe : But though there be no/open 
pallage beryeen the Sromacke and the Lungs ( and _— 


_— 


rrcenchly, Defire faileth] Or appetite, either to meac | 


; for they are not called rill 
»M; 
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- king off the motion of the Lungs, and ſo death ſuddenly 


'torake particular and ſpeciall notice of the decayes and in- 


CONSE ee. 
proba - of rhe Lungs, bur "upwards by @— © 

ſpicring and coughing yer when rhe ſtomack is ſurcharpec Sn | 

with phlegme, ir diftillerh ig unto the Lungs and ſtoppeth 

them; look as when a man or beaſt is dead, there ſeemerh 

no way of entragce intothe bladder for water, no not for 

Aire ( for if youblow ir full of wind, none will iflue our 2.) 

And yet whilt there is life in the body, hoth water and 

ſand paſſe through little yeines into the bladder, $So by 

the like ſecret paſla es doth the Ciſtzrne of the Sromacke 

convey phlegme to the Lungs, even to the ſtifling of them. 

And upgp this ſtoppage of the Lungs with - phlegme, that 

the wheele cannot turne the Aire ( or breath) upanll 

downe, in and our, followeth rutlingiin the Throat,  brea- ; 


followerh, 
Do#. tr. The wiſedome of God would have young men 


firmicics of old age, and by all and every of them to be ſtir- 
red up to rhe rem-mbrance of their Creatour in the dayesof 
their youth, Solomon the cldeſt ſon of wiſedome reckonerh 
up theſc infirmities of Age, not to ſhew his $kill, bur ro 
reach us ro difcerne cheſBand ro proyoke us by every. one 
of them, and much more by all rogerher, to remember our 
Creatour carly. 

Reaſon. 1. From our backwardnefle to rake notice of theſe 
decayes in our ſelves; much leffe in others, and moſt of all 
in our young time, when there are no cords in our dearh,Hoſs 
7.9. | 

Reſon. 2; From the unliſtnefle and undiſpoſedneſle of old 
age to artend ſpirituall durics in the midſt of bodily infirmi- 
ries, ( As in Aaron in like bitterneſs, Levit. 10. 19, Andin 
the Iſraclices,in anguiſh, Exod,6.9.) 

Reaſon. 3. From the unſupportable weariſomneſſe of theſe 
evils unto old age, when it is not eaſed and ſupported by 
grace. 

Uſe. 1. To ſhew us the many birrer fruirs of the fin of our 
firſt Parents,even to our bodies, 1."Dearh; 2. Strong cords. 
to Death, 

Uſe 2. Toteach us both the Lefſons Solomon here. callerh 
upon us to learne, 1, The remembrance of theſe Infirmiries 
3; The remembrance of our Creatour by them, and thar in 
pur youth, before they befall us in age, ObjeR. 
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of fin,and ſo fanRians of the law, and 
hing perfeQ, Heb,7.19. 


but. ce 
law makerk nor 


Anſs, Firſt, Yer no commandement of Gall is vaine, when * 


the ſpiric co-werkerh. Sccondly, Theſe infirmities, as the 
law it ſclfe,drive us ro Chriſt, Gal. 3. 24. And he, 1. Ta- 
kerh away our fins, John, 1. 29. > Beareth our infirmiries 
Matth.8.17. Pſal. 103.3. and he ſupporterh us in them, Iſg;, 
46.4, & 40,28, roz1. 3 He trenewcth the inner man with 
proportivnable ſtrength and comfort,z Cor.4.1 6, 

. 8. To comfart godly old men, in that God raketh 


particular notice of all rheir decayes and infirmiries, 
Decleſ. 12. v- 7+ 


7. Then ſhall the duG8 returne to the Earth a it was : andthe ſpi- 
_ Tit fbdlI returne unto, God who gave it. 


Hf Firſt, The firſt and laſt con, of rhe body, in par 
of its mareriall cauſe, Duff returneth to the Earth,out of which 
it was taken. Secondly, The firſt and laſt condition cf the 
foul,in regard of the efficiency cauſe and diſpofing handz The 


ſhirit returnerh ts God that gave it. Mcaning. Duff] By a Mcro- 


ny my of the material cauſe for che effeR, for mans 
made of Duff:]Gen,2.7. Returne to the Earth, Firſt, By buri 
a byes þ anchir 3-35. fant yy Mey-, xo 
\ drowning it y rerturneth tro DuF, ra Earth, 
alſo. Secondly, By rotting in the Grave,and diffolving re 
Earth ar laſt. | 
Spirit] Soul, as being here oppoſed to the body, Retuyn- 
eth to God ]J. Nor cyery Soul ro dwell with him ( far 
here the ſpeech is of all men; ) bur to be diſpoſed of by bim 
for his &nall eſtare, That gevs it ] Firſt, By breathing ir inro 
his face at the firſt Creation. Secondly,By ferming every ſoul 


of a ſinfull matter of the ſoules of the Parents,or of the ſpi-- C 


riruous part of their ſeed, Zach.12.1, 

DoS. 1, As our bodies being made of Duſt, doe in death 
returne to Duſt;ſo.our Souls being given us of God, returne 
againe to God,Gen.z, 7, The body 1s made, not of the or 
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Oherence ſee in verſe 2, In theſe words are fer forth, * 


ls cþofrhe als, nor © ba of the” 
"11 TJ Earth that is rich in fruirs,nor of the ſand of the which 
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Baich,char is rich in mexcals, | 


houre-glaſſes, or for a Sea bound. 
ex, 5.33, but of the duſt of the Earth, which. of all the reſt 


is moſt unprofitable, like unſayory Salr, Matth. $23- Stones 
pated and 


are firme marter,Clay rough, but duſt eaſily 
ſcarrered with every blaſt of wind, 
#, Bur is not our body mixt of the foure Elemenes 2 
how, Yes, Reqſon r. For all rheſe are found inus, our: 
ſpirirs are fiery, our breath is airy, our bloud and humours - 
watery, our fleſh and bones, muſcles and finews have mugh 


4+ Earthly macrer in them, 


Redſon 2, We are nouriſhed by all theſe Elements. : 
Reaon 3. We are diffolyed into all theſe Elements, - Bur 
yer God firft rook duſt, then werted it, and made clay of 
it, and faſhioned ir into the forme of humane body ; hence 
Job.4+19. The firſt foundation & marter was duſt, clay made 


' of it,and our bedies of clay, Duſt only is exprefſed as being 
Giri and predominance, . One | 


: Uſe 1, For inſtruQjon to all men ; Firſt, To behold Gods 


'| wonderfull power, wiſedome, and goodnefle , who our of a 


duſt-heap hath formed ſuch a curious and glorious worke 3 
P{d.139.14, All the Divelsin Hell cannot make 
a Louſe of duſt, Exod.8.19,19, and Moſes and Aron did 
make bur Lice of duſt, verſe, 17. Secondly, To be lowly and 
humble-minded eſpecially when we come in; Gods 
Gen. 18.29. I[4.45.9. I Kings,$.27,' Sec ,To be mind- 
full of our mortalirty,Gen. 3. 19. every blaſt of Gods diſplea- 
ſure ſcarrererh our duſty Tabernacle,cven of great men, Iſe?. 
0.15,23,24. And therefore ro remerhber our Creatoqur, and 
pare for a change, _ 2.1.7, 

Uſe 2. For comfort to the godly, Firſt, He will nor deale 
with us after our fianes, Pſd.103.13,14. Secondly, To en- 


© courage us againſt the feare of men whom the moarh ſhall 


chayel ro duſt,iſa.51.7,8. To ſtrengthen our faich in Gods 
power;to raiſe us, r. Out of ourward abaſemenr, 1. Sem.2.8. 
.2. Our of inward abaſement, Pſ.119.25. And 3, our of the 
grave, Dan.12.2, Our bodies thall recurne to duſt, thar is, 
they ſhall dye,corruprt,and returne to duſt, Gen. 3. Is. hence 
Job 17.13,74,8 21,26, 24.20.1t fo faHerh our ro great men 
Pf{dl.$2.7. and meanc, wiſe men and fook,Pſdm 49. 10. _ | 


0” - 


30,'9, and 00.30.23; 1jaz.-40. 6, 7. except onely | 
ion, ' and ſo noduſt, AFs. ; Le 
ef, ' 


js 
Chriſt who ſaw no; 
and ſuch as remaine alive at rhe laſt day,1 Cor 15.5 1.1 
4.17. 4 
 Regſon 1, From the wages of fin, Rom 15.12,&c. 

Reaſon 2. To root our the root of lin, Rom 6,7. Original t 
fin is farly compared(by Epiphanizs ) to a wild Fig Tree, 
roorcd in the joynrs of the ſtone-wall of a goodly Pallace, | 
IF it be cur and lopped(as it is by repentance and mortifi- | 
carion)yer it ſproureth againe; but when the walls are ta- | 
ken downe,and the tones caſt aſunder, body and ſoul par- } 
ted,then omg bn againegthe root is ſhaken out utterly, 

R ecſon 3, To prepare the bodics of men for an immorrall 
eſtare, 1 Cor 15.50. 

Uſe 1, To refute the vanity of carnall mindes,who thinke © 
ro eſcape rhis common condition of all men,[ſai 28.15.18. 

Vſe 2. Toexhoert to the remembrance of our Creatour & 
ro prepare for a change, Here we have no abiding City, we 
ſecke one t1 come,Heb 13 14 we arc but Tenants ar will : 
our Tabernacles, Earchly, 

Uſe 3- To ſtrike terrour into the hearts of the wicked, 
who rerurne to duſt now accurſed ajter the fall, Gen 3. 17, 
I9. It is now the food of the Serpent, Gen 3+ 14: And ir is 
meat and drigh os Satan,to torment the wicked who are ac- 
curſed from God,and ſo depart, Matth 25.41. 

Uſe 3. To comfort the godly in-diſtreffe, Job '3.22. Arr 
thou in ſicknefle and paine »rhoy--art bur grinding to duſt, 
and then caſe .,Art theu grieved with a body- of ſinne ?Rom. 
5.24. Duſt wil ſer thee free 2: Doeſt thou dclire ro be diflol- 
ved and to be with Chriſt > Phil 1. 23. Duſt will diflolys 
thee, andbe a friend of the Bridegroome ro bring hee ro 
Chriſt. The ſoul of every man is Gods gift,Gen 27 Jer 38.16 
Zach 12.1. Heb 12.9 

Regſon Fron Gods immediate hand put forth aboye the 

meanes in making the {oule in rhe body ; which rhough ir be 

' not by Creation of nothing, yer it is by Efformation of pre» 
exiſtent matrer, whether of the ſpirituous part of rhe ſced, 
or the ſoules of che Parents,ſfee notes in Chap 11.5. 

Uſe 1. Toaemploy the ſoule in Gods ſervice, to which end 
ig was made, Proy 16.4. yea to returne it to him with advan- 

" tage,Matt.25.27. ' Uſez.. 


| &c.for it is a ſpirir, 


þ 


- book, eſpecially by an Indufion of many particulars. 
now having finiſhed his proofe rhereof, and ; 


- 


my 
P Xe - 7 
_— - "a. ._—< 


- 4, To feed it "$ n iriny ] foo a word,S; a ana . j 
+ 3- Then God may take it againe ar his pleaſurt, Fob. 
—_ dearh rhe foul rerurneth ro Ged aga Urs . wy yo. 


' 43.46, As 9.59, 


Reaſon 1. From the account to be made, and the reward 


to be received.” 


Uſe 1. To aflure the Immortality of the ſoul, and to re- 
prove the brurifh ignorance of ſuch as conſider ir not, Egcleſ. 
3.21. - 

UVſe 2. To exhorr to prepare for this returne, and therefore 
ro rememher our Creatour in the dayes of our youth. 

Uſe 3. To comfort the godly in aflurance of their rerurne 
ro God ar the laſt, IDES 


4 Eccleſe. 12, v. s. 


' - 8, Vanity of vanities( ſaith the Preacher) al is ini, ©" 


TN theſe words Solomon repearerh the conclufion” of che 

whole book, which he Jaid down inthe beginning, * Chap. 
I,2, and hath proyed by ſundry arguments throughout, oe 
rated 
and 


de 
laſt of all, the vaniry of childhood and old' ape, © y 
death, he repeaterh againe his concluſion, as1 
hath fully declared, vaniy of,tye. 8 

Do# 1. The whole eſtare of the crearure fron firſt ro laſt 
and rhe whole cſtare of man from his chiſdhood to his old 


= 


age,yea'ro death it ſelfe,is a ſtare of excefliye vanity, vanity 


vanitics,univerfity of yanirics, Rom $8.20. E-JBY 
Exceſſe of vanity}, For therefore ir is called by an noe vaine, 
but, vaniry ir ſclfe, yea, vanity of, venities ; which is a ſpper- 
lative vanity,as holy of holics is a ſuperlative holinefe; #He- 
riety of vanities ] for it is yanities in the Plurall number, ya- 
nities of many forrs ; Univerſity, or Univerſaliry of vanities ]. 
All is yaniry, The Univerſality of all crearures i vaniry, 
and all yaniries is found inthe creatures. The yanity the 
creature is ſubje& ro, is called che bondage of corruprion, 
Romans 8.29,21. which is not mcant of narurat corruption, 
ſuch as might be in beaſts before the fall : for when gener2- 
| rior 


A Y ; a . 
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after a dene, Und? 
th a Corruption that fell upan. 


which is a corruption, . 1 Theough | 
aga hey alſs ſur 
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: 
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| | - 
ro bring forch what fruir they doe yield, even beyond their : 
th, whence neceffiry in the Soyle,of lying fallow ; in : 
Living crearares,of barrennefle, Gen 3.17,& 4.12.Levir26, } * 
20, Onely weeds and Bryers, and Thornes(and ſuch fruits - 
of the curſe)are brought terth with more caſe,Gen 3.17, 18, © 
Thirdly, abuſc, by making the creatures che obje&s * 
ef our beſt affeCtions, Pſal 20.7. Prov 18;11. Fob 31. 24. Iſai. | 
44-17, Exek 16. 15. Thus we place our n_ in 4” 
the creariite comforts ; and by making them inftruments of 
wickednefſe, wherher againſt God or againſt man, 2 'Tim®. 
10.Joneh 2.8. Roſ 2.8. 22, 2I, Jer Z2, {7, Micah 2, 1,2: 1 
Job 24. 15, 16. 


r I. From the fall of our firſt parents,Gen 3.17,18. 1 
hx 
| Ecclef. 12. V9. 


pz. From the. fins of any perſon or people in ſuccee- 
erations,Gen 4.12, Lev 26.1920, 
And morevver, becauſe the Predoher war wiſe, be 8ill tenghr abe 
Jeople knowledge : yea he gave goed heed, and ſought out, and ſet 
0 


Stein Notes on Recleſ 11.7, 
rder many Proverbs, 


| hy rhis yerſe to the end of the Chapter is the conclufi- 

on ; which confiſterh of rwo parts + Firſt, an encou- | 
ragement. tv the reading of this and other books ef Scrip- ©. 
rure,from yerſe 9, ro 12. Sccondly,the ſumme or ſcope, 'and 
ulſc of this and the other books of Scripture, ,To feare God, 
hoap.oh Commandements ; ſer forth and confirmed by 

a rwofold Reaſon : firſt, from the compleat dury of man. -_ |. 
Secondly, from the cxaQt judgement of God,ville ig The F' 


former 


} ofchis 20d 
ro SAT 


; % - 


of . wo E St >: _ V6 Fs the 

Ke | Scripru &.,.1 let © feys - 
"niors with 

knowledge,v. 9, 


le knowledg 
oe iledoine 
raught the pe 


the more he 


w eur,ordering fit marr or words. 
frem the __ frame of his words; they were 
words, 1. Ofknowledge, 2, Of weight orpowet j the weld - 
fgniherh to rule or haye aurhoriry, as if the words. were fir 
ro command fa ith and obedience,y, 9. 3. Acceprible words, 
words of delighr,v.1o, 4 Uprighe, 5 of etuth, v.10. 
Fourrhly from their efficacy,as t, Goads, g. Nailes,y.1t. 
, Fiehipdron cheir authority, x, Miniſtetiall, faſtned by 
s of Aﬀemblics, 2. Principall,or Soveraigne, gi- 
ven by enc Paſtor,y-11. 
from their wfclency ; - Of theſe my ſonne be en- 
ed(or admoniſhed)yerſe 12. 
y,from the vanity and weariſomnefſe of reading 
many my ethcr books, verſe 12, 
DoF. The more wiſe a Goyetnour ( of Ruler ar def eſpecially 
& Preacher is,the mere he teacherh the Wes 
If ir be read, Becauſe the Preacher was + wit 
people Jit comes ro rhe ſame iſſue, For Tit 
dome of Solomon cauſed him toteach the 
then the more wiſc a man is, the more his ole Sho wil - 
cline hin to reach men knowledge, Bur in ra: +604 edu 
it is uſcd in way of Co on, as Eccleſ el ry Hop 
$4 is eyidenr,lIt is che wiledome of a Ruler, eſpecial 5 
eacher;to reach the people knowledge, 2 Chron 17,7,8.9. 
Coloſ.2-I,24 1 Cor 10,1, & 12,1, 14,1Þ, 19,201 4,7, 
2 Per 3.8. Jer 3. IS... | 
Regſon 1. From wiſe mens knowlei fon 
of know which ignorant men known 


ee you 1,22,Eccleſ2.13,14; & 7.1%, Papal 
4.6. Iſai 27.11. 
Reaſan 2, From their calling:They haye a Yar 
of rhe people,yca of the Ty the} le, Rulere, 7h 
70,7 1,72, 2 Sam 24.17, Preachers, Heb, r3. 17, God gl 
ro-none power of the bodies of his people, bur he > 


ople OE, 
Sccondly, from rhe <laborae dilgene diligence in pondering & 


In; 


* 
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'them alſo charge over their ſouls. [ſee verſe 1 p 

| Reaſon 3. For regard to their own comforr, Ignorant ſub- | 
je&s will be cither, r, Rebels,and unruly,z Chron 15,3.5,6, } 
2 Flatrerers, Hoſ7.3.5. 3 Barbarians, Ignorant people : 
will be either, 1. Unproficable hearers, Jer 5.3,4. 2 Perſecus F 
ears, (which is worſe) As 3.17. 1 Tim, 13, 

UVſe 1. To reach all men of wiſdome,that have people un- 
der them, -wherher in Church, as Preachers z Common- 
wealth,as Magiſtrates Family, as Parents, Maſters ; that 
it is a part of your wiſedome to reach your people knowledge; 

and the more wiſedome,the more ts teach them knowledge, 
Preachers,Jer 3.15. Magiſtrates, as before. Houſholders,to 
their Wives, 1 Pet 3.17. Children, Epbeſ 6.4. Dent 6, 7. - 
Servants, Gen 18,19. Schoolmaſters and Turors, Prov 3o, 
iſtrares teach knowledge, (not enely, as Solomon here, 7} 
by writing)bur firſt, by ap and ſending forth good 
Miniſters,z Chron 17,7,8,9. Sccondly,by erefing and publi- Þ 
ſhing good lawes, Deut 4,5,6. cf ectally for the free paſlage- 
of true Religion, Exra 7.23. Thirdly, by removing ſtum- 
bling blocks{Teachers of lyes)our of the way,z Chron 17. 6, © 
. Fourthly,by puniſhment of evill doers, Judges 8.17.16. Prov. 
19.25,& 21,11, Fifthly, by preferment and encouragement + 
well-doers, P rov 22.11.Pſd.tot. 6. Sixchly, by example, 
Pſal 122.1,2. | cath © 
Miniſters teach knowledge,fi:ſt, Ly diſpenſing ordinances, 
31. I. Secondly,by exemplary converſation, x Tim 4.12. 
ouſholders teach by CHEESE, Proverbs 22.6, Wholſome 
Duehpline, Prov 2.9. 15. And godly example, 1 Chron 28.19, 
All of them' teach by maintenance of Schools of good 
4 knowledge is more hard ro be at- 


Learning, Ads 7.22. El 
tained, John 7.15. an | 
Oſe 2. To teach people to be as willing to learn'knows- 
ledge;elſc how ſhall others teach knowledge > 
Uſe 3. Torcachiis what is indeed knowledge ; tn wir, ' 
ſuch rhings as Solomon taught; Prov 9.10. As firſt, the vanity” ' - 
of the crearure, eſpecially of a"thans ſelfe by narure, as in 
Kcclefiaftes. - Secondly, rhe precious ſweernefle of the loye of 
Chriſt,in the Genticles, Thirdly, rhe right ordering of Coga- 
.monwealrhs,or Families,as in the Proverbs, Prov 9.30. ; 


Eccefſ, 
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Eccleſ, 12; part of v.9.with 10. | | 
Tea he gave goed heed, and ſought ont, end ſet in order many . 


Proverbs. 
10, The Preacher ſought to finde out acceptable words ; and thay 
which was written was upright , even words of truth. 


Olomen in teaching the people,he ſoughr our, and weigh- 
Y ed, and ſer in gs me $7 oh delight , ne. 
of uprightneſſe and trurh, | | 

Solomon, though a wiſe man, (none like him) yea,though 
immediatcly inſpiced by che Holy Ghaſt; yer be ſer all his 
Logick awork Jin tcachings and writings eo. the people, 
For whereas there be three as or exerciſes of Lopick ; 
I Invention z 2 Judgement ; 3 Mecrhed ; and in theſe 'three 


the whole wotk of Logick is accompliſhed ; Solomon ſer all 


theſe a work to finde'our a fit matter and words for the in» 
ſtruKion "of the people. InveFiigavit, he ſought our , is the 
work of invention ; [ibravit, trutinavit, he weighed (as in a 
ballance)'is che work of Judgement 3 he ſer in order, is the 
work of merhod. > 05.4 | 
' Words of weight] OYwWA Proverbs , that is, words- of 
weight, of power, of authoriry, ſuch as are apt to fink, not 
only (like Davids fone into the forchead of Golieb) bur into 
che heart of the ſtoureſt, | 
Reaſon why ſo called, from their effe#: Firſt, as convincing 
and pfefling down a proud ſpiric, 2 Cer. 10.4, 5. Sccondly , 
lifting up an humble ſpirir, 1ſei.66.2; & 50,4. Thirdly, js 


-ceRing and ordering their;own lives,and,orhers,P/,119.129, 


Words of delight, or acceptable words, not to the humours of 
the people, bur firſt, ro the good pleaſure of God, Gal.1.10. 
Secondly, to the cſtare of the people, Gak 4720. 

- Reoſen 1. As being moſt ſuitable ro the image of God. in 
his children, Theſe words are as a ſcale,their hearts agwax; 
for all delight ſpringerh fcom correſpondency between che 
faculty and rhe objeR. F 

Reaſon 2, Ag making us men of delight, firſt to God j (c- 


+ Ccondly ro our brethren, Pſalm 16.3. 


Words or writings of LS Sn or righteouſnefle 


Reaſon 


"- al, * ; a "RT P- ; "VE 
2 Þ »% xt - Ka " gf [ou 


= _einr, As ſilitable to Gods will, which is the rult » } 
1 . oa . 
Reaſon 2, As #iming at right eqds ; rhe glory of God, the 
good of Churches, Commonwealchs, Spar) cm Soulcs, | 
:  Revfon.3; As. mhakiag us uprighs. ,'__ \ 423% 34 ,oo0 
Words of truth, | | 
' "Reaſon 1, Abproceeding from the Spirit oftruch, 


Reaſon >, As ſpeaking of all mens perians, cltares;of God 
his joe-ar $h and waies; as they be without crrour or guile, 
- "Reaſon 3. As making us rruc, | pare tl 
ObjeS.x, Bur Peamen of Scripture'ſpa! from immoithee 
revelation, 2 Tim.3. 16,-2 Pet, 1. 24. Therefore nat ina way 
of Logicall difcourſe br ſtudy. *- | tet T0 
 Anſw. It followerh not'; for God breatherh as well in © 
| —_— #5 ig fodajne raprures, Fude 3. I Tie. 4.14;15.8 
M..2. 15, | 
 Ohje#.2. Luke a1,14,15. hs! | | ii 
IF :  Anſw. It Is'a word of encouragementto Margyrs and Con- + 
= feflours rhat ſuffer in a pvod cauſe , to expeR . immediate 
; aſiftance, where they cannot well forecaſt or premediracc 
ro anſwer ryudden and unknown qiicſtions, Qtherwiſe, if 
2 man knew beforehand their Latcrrogataries, it ware 'ex- | 
pedignt to ſtudy how, and what ro anſwer, Prev.i5.28.; . 1 
' Ge 1. Toreprove wearifornmhs of rhe i i | | 
in this book 3 When -wil our Teacher have done with thi 
argument , that — have more of Chriſt > bux indeed 
a gracious heart ſeerh the more need'of Chriſt, in, the vaniry - 
of the creature, ir mark Agcanty 
Uſe 2. To reproye the rejeRtion of ſhudied Sermons, - |. 
Vſe 3. To teach Preachers the Imitation of. wen in 
ftadious Invention, Ju ny and Order of words; hrft of 
power ; ſecondly , of . delight ; chirdly , of uprighte (RG ; 
fourchly , of rtuthy Jer. 4$.. 10. Jae. Talencs 1h de 
employcd to beſt advantage, L204 
' Uſe 4. Scrmons may be elaborate withour quors S 
Vſe 5. Toexhort ro the diligent reading and of 
Scripture, even Selomon books ; rhey are ſtud ioufly writzens 
they are words of power, dclight,uprightgefle, truths © -_- ; 
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| Gods people were for rheir ſpiric ( or þ 


þ#." rares, 4h 


Ecdkf, 12. 11... 


1 The words 0 the wiſe ave as zoads, ail as nafles faffenedby 
the -a_ pw hich ofe given from ojie ſbep- 
6 ; 


Oherence , fee in wſey. 

Der, t. The Print of Scriprure one, and TORE 
wife men For 
er phe in the es maſs, wy © ſemblies;. add 
or their ca iyen by one lrepheard, Prov.r t. 

od euſon 1. Front Fer imracdiare carriage by rhe holy & Ghoſty 
2 Pet.1.21. 


Ry 6b 2. From rheir means ruty che recious and 
vi I5.19, %a to cicher fort, If.50.4. 
Reafon From ni wn oe: rules, 
for all p eabonl, = roy ge hing can be added , 
ri6t anght raken away 12.32 

Reaſon + Frott Fink ro withſtand all oppoficions, Luke 
ZI, 5. A386, 

Maſters of A ene ,] as being firſt, ſome of ym Magi 


nes _ 4s 
Mpdeea, ently, Some ries, as Jeremy, 
E 


BS: \ immegiarel 
inp ed by the Holy Cheſt, weary fo Wiretitubn ſer over the 
flock, Be 1.9,10, Ezck;$.19. 

ObjeF. But their place in the Church is minifterial), Nor 
maſterly, 2 Cor.1,34, & 4,3.1 Pet. 3.3. 

Aiiſw. True ,becauſc 1.they commantd nething,in their own 
" gaine, but Chrift's, t Cor.4.1. butfor the Churches good, 2 2 
Coy. 1310. 2 But yet in the name of Chriſt they call the 
+ ſemblies rogether , Aﬀs 6.2, and they rule them being #a+ 
thered, wir cotnnandments , rebukes, and with all | ah 
rity, Tit.2.15, One ſhepheard] is Chriſt, Jobn 10,31,16,1 Fet, 


3.25, & 5.5. 


Reaſon 1, As laying downe his life to purchaſe us, _. 
Io, 11! 
Reaſon 2, As providing food for us, leading us intogreen 
paſtures by ill avkny Pal.2s. $52. ; 8 o 
Reaſon 3, As healjng our diſ: -aſcs and ſeeking us out in 
R 3 or 
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our wandrings, Pſd. $3.3. Exch 34-16. Like 15, 4. he gi- 
yeth the maſters of the A mblis fr tg. Epheſ.4.8, 11. 
Reaſon 1, As inſtirning their callings, Epheſ.4.8,11, 

Reaſon 2, As furniſhing them with gifts. 

. Reaſon 3, As opening a doore for their entrance , Joh, 10, 
9, AF; 20.28. 

Vſe, See after the next Dorine : | 

DoF. 2.The words of k90-— are as goades and nailes, 
faſtened or implanted by rhe maſters of the afſemblics given 
by ene Paſtor, As. goadsto ſtirre up the people to duty , 
2 Pet.1.13, & 3,1, and to ſubdue an enemy like Shamagars 
Goad, Jud. 3.31, 2 Cor, 10. 4, 5, As Nailes ſticking faſt in 
rhe. ſoule, Pſal 119.93. and faſtening us ro God, John 15.7. 
2» our brethren, and to qur duties , Neb, 10, 29. Faſtencd 
or planted ; as Gen.2.8, as if they were not dead (,as doore 
nailes) nor dry pegs, or ſtakes ; or nailes, bur living plants, 
James 1.21. where his $upu{@r aby@ may ſeem to allude 
to Solomons DV INNQUN in this place z Miniſters are 
Planters, not onely in the firſt gathering of Churches, 1 Cor, 
3. 6,7. bur alſo in carrying on the reſt of the worke , as in 
building. Implanted implyech, Firſt, The heart is pierced , 
and cut by the word (as in graffing or planting ) Atts 2, 

7. Secondly, The word taking roor in the heart , wanting 
in the ſtony ground, Matth; 13, 21. not ſhaken our by wine, 
muſick , merry company, building, bulineſle, &c. Thirdly . 
Living in us, Heb.gq. 12. Fourthly, Growing in us, Aﬀs 19, 
2s. Fifthly, Fruirful in us, Luke 8.15, Col,r,5,6. 

By the maſters of the re] lagiyerk they have a Mi- 
niſterial worke, in implanting and driving theſe nailes to 
the head, x Cor.3.6, 2 Pet, 1.13. Theſe words and the exci- 
ting and faſtening power of them are given by one Paftor , 
to wit, by Chriſt , as was opencd in the former Dofrine , 
Pſal. 88.11. ; 

Reaſon 1. The word is revealed by his ſpirit , a Tim, 3.16, - 
2 Pet.1.21. 

' Reaſon 2, His ſpirit ſharpenerh and pointerk it as a Goad, 
P/al. 45.5. 

Regon 3. His ſpirit implanteth and faſtenerh them, 

Borh the Dofrines may be thus compriſed in one, ; 

Der. The words of Scripture are the words of the wilc , 
guickxning like Goads, and faſtened like Nailes , implancet 
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by, may Maſters of the Afemblics, yer given by one 
Paſtor. *: 

Uſe 1, See here whar\manner of perſons the Penmen *f 
Scriptures and rhte Preachers of them be,ro wir, 1. Fot their 
gifrs, Wiſe. 2, For their office, Maſters of Aſſemblies, 3. For 
their calling, given by one Paſtor, as in rhe farmer Dofrine. 

Uſe 2. To teach the Maſters of Aſſemblies, how the Word 
ſhould be handled, wiſely accarding to the ſenſe of Scrip- 
rure, and to the eſtate of the penple, As Goades, 1. Sharp- 
ly, piercing'y, Titws 1.13. quickning a dull ſpirir, Pſdl. 119. 
93. 2 Subduing and wounding an enemy , whether luſt or 

inſayer ( as Shamgars Goad, Fudg. 3.31.) » Cor. 10.4, $. 

its 1.9, As Nailes, 1. Driving art firſt rhe ſharp bur ſmal 
end into the heart ; things thar may moſt ealily finke and 
rake place, andenter, Heb. 5,11, 12, 13. 2 Following rhe 
word wirh ſtronger matter which may hold.che heart ſtrengly 
and cloſely ro God, ro Brethren, and ro Dury. 

Implanted? chis is done by diſpenſing the word, 1. In faith- 
ful fimplicity, Jer. 23. 23, 29. Humane wit and aurhoritics 
added to ir, doe bur. adulterare ir, like as Paint do marble, 
or as honey and wine in childrens milke : as painted glafle 
windowes darken the light ; as a bumbaſted ſword hindrerh 
cutting. 2. In manifeſtation of rhe Spirir, breathing -and 
poaning in the Scripture , and breathing and ſpeaking in 

hearrs, and words, and lives of Miniſters. Hence power , 
I'Cor.2.2,3,4,2 C0r.13.3,4: = 

Vſe 3: To teach us the ſtate of the people withour Ma” 
ſters of the Aſſemblies, ro be wanting, firſt in heavenly 
wiſdome , Jer. 4. 22. Secondly , in Þ ardbele ; hence 
need of a goad to prick chem forward. Heh. 5. 11. Thirdly , 
in ſtedfaſtneſs ; hence need of Nailes to faſten rhem', Eph. 
4. 14. FR 
Uſe 4. For triall , when the word hath had his kiadly and 
rrue efteft, and work in us ; to wit, firſt when it quicknerh- 
us ; ſecondly, when ir ſtrengrhneth us z thirdly, wins ® is 
implanted 1n us. 

Uſe 5, To teach us to make uſe of Chriſt , as our ſhep- 
heard, wherher we be maſters of Aſlemblics , or ſheep fed 
by them, , 
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N theſe words, as- in the farmer, Solomon exharterh his 

L noe, and in him all his ſubje&s; and in his ſubjeRts all 
Chriſtians, yea all men, to.be admoniſhed by theſe books of 
Scripture , whether penned by. Solozwn, ar other maſters of 
the A bemblics. 903 this farmer argumens ig v.9. 

In this verſe, &r&, from the bifirioncy of theſc books, by 
theſe ny ſon be thou niſhed. Secondly, from che unprogi- 
tableneflce and wearifomnefle of making and, tudying mo 
ether books, Of making mery. books there is no end, and much 
Fudly a wearyneſſe ; hinge; | 

_ Do&h, It is the duty of every ſon of wiſdome to. be. adazo- 
nifhed by the books of Scripture , whether written by. Se fo« 
mon, or by arher Prophegs;; whether ſharpned or faſtened by 
the rafters of Aſcntblies Plalm 19.11, 

To be adinoniſhed implicth three rhings 3 Firſt, ro be 
enlightned, making the word a light or lanthocn, Pſal. 11g. 
105. So the word is tranſ}arcd, ſhine as the light, Dax. 12.3. 
Or beygaenedle, Secendly, to be warned, and fo firit reclaj» 
med from evil of fin; ſecondly preſerved from evil of pu- 
niſhinent approaching , Exek, 3. 17 to 21. and 33. 4, 5, 6. 
Thirdly, ra/be made circumſpect xo dury; ſo the word is 
tranſlated take bred, Exre 4;2.9. and  uſcd Pſal.19.ts, 

I, From our relation. to. Gad and his Prophets + we 
are thcir children, they theneforc are our fachers, My fanae , 
Text, Acts 3. 25. God is our father and Maſter , Mak. x. 6. 
and therefore all his words are warnings [as of the Centugi» 
2a.to his ſervants, Math. 8. 9.) 

Reaſon x, From.the henghe of taking warning, and greaz 
BY danger of the contrary, Pfal.19,11,Col.1.2S, Exek.3.19,t0 21, 
ns and $3,445, 

C 3. From the ſufficiency of Scripture ro that end, 
2 Tim.3.16,17, If they ſuffice not, none elſe will, Lake 16. 
29530. , | 
Reaſon 4. From the unprofirablencſs , or boundleſs cnd- 

leſnefle 
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ous of books know where -to fine hi 


| himſclfe. Hence fallet} 
wy | ip, .1. Vanity, as of many words, ſo: may bays 2, -Itn- 
be f potency of concofting them, 3. Faſtidions lodrkifg of 
Scriprures, | 
| Reaſon 5, From the weariformeſs of much ffndy to the 
feſh, ir bearcth and heaterh the braine, ic intendech and 
"ftxercherh rhe mitid, as if the body were fer upen the rack, 
yea ſomerimes ts rhe breaking of a mais wir, as the fir; 
of an inſtrumenr ſtretched roo high or too far. - AS. in wraft- 
ling, fo in ſtudying, there is a ſtriving, then wiprinefle, 
then deſpaire of overcomming,then giving over, then taking 
up, ſtriving againe, and ſo &c, Much ſtudy dwieth up the 
ſwecreſt meyſture of che bedy, whether blood or marrow:con- 
Cumerh the cheerfull ſpirirs,wherher of brain or heart;and ſo 
CORY moroſity, harſkneflc of ſpirir, rtoublefonie' to a mans 
Ife and others, Nee as 
Uſe i. To refute the addirions of che Decrees of Popes, 
of the Apocrypha,of the Canons, of Councils, of the Tradi- 
tions of Fathers to the Scriprures, forthe dirc&ion of fairh 
and life, Prov 30.6, | 
_ 2. To teach us what we are without rhe Scriptures ; 
Dark, and wa ighening ; fFubborn, and want hfeakitis 
and warning;raſh,and want circumſpe& guiding. 
Uſe 3. Toreprove the ſtubbernncfie of moſt men,who will 
not be warned nor enlightened by the Scriprures, nor made 
circumſpe&,Jey 44.16,17, Such will profir by no meancs clic, 
Enke 16.29,30,3 1. 
Obje#. Yes, By affliction and corre&tion ? 
Anſw. No,nor withour inſtrution from the word, Frav.6. 
23. It isa ligne God will deſtroyſuch, 1 Sam 2.25. 2 Chron. 
£5.16, Proverbs 29.1 Dext 29.19,20, 21, The meancft child 
thar will be warned is berrer chen fuch, Ecelf. 4.13. Aman 
that will nor be admoniſhed, will become poor, though a 
King. 
Uſes. To teach ſuch as are ro warne ethers,to warn rhem 
from rhe Scriptures; from every vice to every dury, AS F aul 
convinced the Jewes, As 28,23. 

Uſe 5. To weane us from the vanity of affeRarion of much 


reading. 'N 
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And weak judgemens,by inventing new things, 
and confirming the _, 2. Solomon himſelt: 
books, 1 Kings 4.3233 3- 

Anſw. Solomons books that were not Scripture are loſt, 
leſt we ſhould artriburc roo much light tro them :; There- 
for no books for this admonition in wayes of Religion to 
be atrended ro,bur the Scriptures ; ochers ſo far as they cx- 
plaine ar apply theſe, 

Secondly, Books far orher ends, nor ſo much to be ſought 
after for yariery,bur for choy ce. : 

Thirdly, Thoſe Books we dye uſe,we fhould ſeek to digeſt 
them by ſound judgemengzand ſcriqus meditation, 
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Let us heare the conclufion of the whole matter : Feare God 
and keep his Commandements, for this is the whole duty 6 
man, 

T Heſe two laſt verſes containe a ſecond parr of the con- 

cluſion of the whole Chapter, The former was a pithy 
exhortation to receiye this Book, and other books of Scrip- 
rure penned and opened by the maſters of the Aflemblics,and 

given by Chriſt,veg. to 12. 

' This latter is a conſeRary of che ſumme and ſcope of the 

whole book, which is ſummed up in theſe rwo, Fearc God ; 

keep his Commandemenes, Which is amplified by an In- 
rroaduQtion calling for audience and intention, Let #4 heare 
the end ( ſumme, conclufion ) of the whole matter, to wit,of che 
whole fore-going diſcourſe of the yanities of the creatures, 
and of all the conditions thereof, And confirmed by,a 
twofold argument, 1, From the ſumme of mans duty and 
ſafety ; for this ( ro ſeare God and tg keep his Commande- 

ments)is the whoſe of man,rthe whole duty of,man, verſe13 . 

the whole ſafery and ſtay of man, that which ſtaycth with 

him, 2 From xhe ſtri& exaQneſle of the laſt Judgemenr, 
yerſe T4, 

. , Der, Iris a concluſion worthy of all attention, thar 
whe pndy and ſcope of diſcoyering and diſcerning all earthly 

yaniticyls to feare God and keep his Cemmandements; xhe 
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Jeth upon himſelfe as well az upon all his 


le; Lerus 
' heare, &c. As a Cocke clapperh his own Ger wich bs 


wings, to ſtir up himſelfe, before he awaken others with 
his crowing. For clearing this poynt it would-be opened, 
1. What is the feare of Gud > 2. What are meant by his 
Commandements ? 3, Whar is meanr by rhe keeping of 


them. | 
The feare of God, it is an holy affe&ion of the hearr, 


' Whereby we are aftefted rowards God uffended wirh the 


greateſt rerrour, and towards God reconciled with greateſt 
reverence,Heb 1 2.28. godly feare, Iſai $. 13. 2 Pſal 90.tt, & 

119.53. Luke 12.4,5. 3 Heb 12.28, Pſdl 130.4. Exod 15.1 1, 
feareful in praiſe,Hoſ 3.5. Hence being affeRed ro God of- 
fended with greateſt rerrour, Firſt, we eſchew, all fin whereby 
God is offended whether man take notice offfir or no, Job 1.8. 


© & 31,21,23. Secondly,no _—_ dangers ſo much as 


Gods diſpleaſure, Euke 12,4,5. Thirdly, No matrer ſo weigh- 

ty as to ſeek Chriſt in whong our reconciliation is w r. 

2 Cor 5.11.14, 1 
Hence being affeRed to God reconciled with grea- 


| reſt reverence, Firſt, Chriſt in whom we are reconciled'is 


moſt reyerenced and adgred, Pſalm 130.4. and moſt cloſely 
cleaved to, Jer 32.49. Secondly, His word moft venerable 
and awfull, Iſai 66.2, Pſalm'1 19.161, Thirdy, Our own abi- 
liry is diſtruſted,and we walk in awful dependance on Chriſt 
AH our whole ſervice of God ; Phil 2.1 2,1 3. Heb 12.98. Rom, 
11.20, 1 Pet 1.17,18, Reycrence ariſing from apprehenſi- 
on of his tranſcendent greatnefle, and goodnefſe,we worſhip 
him, and cndeayour ro approve our ſclyes to him, to be ac- 
cepred of him. | 

2, The Commandements, be the Ten Commandements, 
Dent 4. 13. which is furcher explained in the Goſpel by be- 
lieving on Chriſty: John 3.23. 

3. To keep theſe Commandements is ſet forth by compa- 
rifens. As our way, Joſh 1.7. As our Treaſure, Rev 3,20,21, 
As the apple of our eye, Prov 7.2. And as our life and ſoule, 
Prov 19.16, chart is, with all diligence,fairhfulnefle, render- 
nefle,and preheminence, 


Reoſoy 1. From the whole of man wrapt up in the _— 


; ar x40 net Ft (PADS he2. Wn: =] ; 
ſame courſe John Boprift kT i 46.6.3, 
8. Irs a concluſion worthy of all a 1; for'Solon þ 


his Commandements)to- - yo 6. 3; 
r03-20.Itcompleaterh- aur conformizy to the Image 
Ir lon GET and acrainerh aa everlaſting happy e- 
fare Deut $.29. cle we walke in vanity, Pſalm 359.5,6, and 
feare dearh,hell,rhe faces of men, | | 

Reaſon 2, From the yanity of ſeeking afrer Gods feare, and 
yet nor weanced from the vanities of the world ; Afarke 6, 
230; 

Reefon 3. Fram the vanity of weancdnefſe trom 
ranitics withour learning the: teare of Gad, and kceping his 
Commandemenes;ſuch was all the devotion of Popery, tea» | 
ving great cſtates,yea Kingdomes to live and dye in a Fryers | 
Coulc,iſa! x.11,42,13. . | 

Reſon 4. he arcention due te chis word and counſel}: }. 
Pirft, From the of our hearing, Heb 5.11 Secondly | 
From the weighrtineſſe of the dury, Zoxrt. Thirdly, From 
che noiſe of woerdly marters and. imbred lufts hindring our 
attention. 

Uſe t- To rcfure the Antinomians who abrogate the - 
Cbmmandements, and in fumme hold forth, Grace wirhour 
Chris, Chriſt wirhous Fairh, Faich without che word of pro- 
miſe applycd particularly ro me by the fpirir, And the wotd 
ef the Go without the word of the law, _ 

Vſe z. Forcach us ro make theſe rwo duties our whole 
worke, Deut 5 29. 


Eccleſ. 12.v.14- 


14. For God ſhall bring every worke into Judgement, with ever) | 


thing,whedbey it be good, 6r whether it be evidl. 


N the former verſc Solomon. it for aconclufion of che 
EIS 
Whuch e eth byat ument ; Firſt, 
Gmeheneight of the Dury, iris the furs ond ſafery of the 
wholc man,verſe 13. Sccomdly from the univerſall and ferit 
account which God will rake of cycry worke done under the 
Sun, Taxe. v. 14. So this lat cnd of the book is che laſt end Y 
of the world, | DoF, 
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' world, Prov 11.31. Pſalm 58.10, 11, Allchin 
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| his wiſedome, in making manifeſt rhe ſecrer counſels of all 
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| good orevill,bur God wil bring ic eye Poa Thi! 

Nao werk] wherher,firſt,Of the heare as caunſc 
affetions, 2 Cor 4,5. Jer 17.9, 19. Secandly, . of the lips, 
wards, Matth 12.36. Jude 15, Thirdly of the hands, or o- 
ther outward members of the body, 2 Cor 5..10, Eccleſ 11, 9% 
F (alm 50.24. Nor oncly of all che children of men, but even 
evill Angels alſo, 1 Cor 6.3 
Though never ſo ſecret } DYY1 abſcanditam, velatur, hid- 
den or ſecret;ſorhe ward fn h, nor as the vulgar, Latine 
rurneth ir, erratum, abſurdly ; for when he ſaith, proormns 
errato, five Bonum, five-malum fit, it arguerth fome erratun j3 
bomem. Bur if it be an errauman errour or fault, how is ir 

ood ? if good, bow is it erratum,an cxrour or fault ? See then 
rheir vanity that rhinke the vulgar Latin authkencticall ; or 
the Church of Rome infallible; 

Gad will bring all ro Judgement ] many ohings in-this 
g* wharſocver, 1 
at the laſt day, 2 Cor 5.10, Rom 2.16, Aﬀs 17.3%. Math 25; # 

31,0046, 4 

: Reeſon,.x. Ic is for the honour of God, to re&ifie all the 
iniquity of judgement ſears, and other obloquiries here be- 
low,Eccleſ 5.8. & 3.16,17. with Micah Txt As his inf 
nite, wiſedome knowerh all iniqui is. inftgire. juſtice 
cannot bur give due recompence to all. | 
Regſon a. Lr is for the honour of Chriſt, Jobn 5. 23. 2g. To 
declare the honour firſt,of his power, in raiſing the dead by 
his vayce,Jobn 5. 28, 2.9. Sccondly,of his glory, Meth 25.3.1. 
all the elements burning abour him, 2 Pet: 3,10. all che An- 
gels and Saints — him,cach one as-bright as the Sun 
* Matth 25.3 1. Jude 14. a glorious high Throne ſer inthe aire 
for him, Matth 25.31. all the creatures preſented before him, 
and bowing to him, Rom 14.1011, Thirdly, the honour of 


hearrs, with all ſecrer conveyances, and that particularly 
I Cor 455, Luke 1242, Fourrhly, of his juſtice : both ſhewing 
the cauſe of all his o wn adminiſtrations ; why often it went 
41 with the godly, and well with the wicked, Eſay 28.17. 
- and rewarding all according ro their works and the fruits 
of them, Jer 17.10. which will not be accompliſhed whilſt 


the world laſtcrh; neither che good thar ſome have m_ 
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cheir laws, counſels, examples, &c. Nor the evil of Þ 


Reaſon 3. Ir is for rhe honour of the Church, and &f all che 
godly, 2 Theſ 1.10; Micah 7.9. | 

Uſe 1. For information, 1. Thar the account taken ar the 
laſt day will be general,of all Nations and perſons; and alſo 
particular of every fingular cauſe and perſon, Rom 14. 12; 
Matth 12.36, Pſalm 50,21, And that not ſecret, bur open, 
ſo as all men may judge of all ſecret conyeyances, Luke, 
12.2. 1 Cor4,s, Secondly, thar the day of judgement 
will be of longer continuance, then a night or day : for ſo 
many bulinefles of all Nations, and perſons cannot be exa- 
mined openly, in the ſpace of a few hours or yeers : The | 
day of grace is of many yeers ( 1 Cor. 642. ) fo alſo is thar ' 
of judgement. | 
 Wſez, To exhort to repentance, and faith,that he who 


ſhall be our Judge, may be our Saviour, Aﬀs. 17.30, 31, | 


x Cor.11.31, 2 The. 1.10. 
Uſe 3., To bridle all licentiouſneſſe and boldnefle in fin, 
and pleaſure in it,Eccleſ, 1 1.9. Aﬀs 24,25. 

Uſe 4: To exhorr to fincere and conſcionable,awfull,and 
fruirtull obedience, 1 Pet.1.17, 2 Pet. 3-11,to 14, 2 Cor, 
$49,192, Text.v.13,14. Luke.n2.1,z, 1 Cir;15.58. 

Uſe 5. Texhorr ro Jadge others ſparingly and charitably 
x Cor.4,5. Rom.14.10. Matth.7.1,2. Jam.2.13. But to pro- 


voke them carnefſtly ro prepare for this day, 2''r, 5, 
To,1l. 

uſe 6, To encourage the Saints to paticnce,conſtancy .nd 
co.nfort in well-doing,and ill ſuftcring, 1 Cor.15.58. 1 Theſ, 
4.17.2, 2 Theſ. 1.67. : 
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Books printed for Ralph Smith. 
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0 r. Dicks0ns Expofitionon the whole Book of 
the Pſa/mes in three Books. 

Mr. Hutchinſons Expoſition on Obadiah, Jonah, ; 
" 41 Micah\Nahum, Habakkukgand Z ephaniah. 
NY The Chr:tian Charter, ſhewing the priviledge of 
{1 Believers in this life,and in the life to come : by Mr. 
Watſon, Miniſter of Stephen Walbroke ; the third 
Edition, much enlarged. 

Alſo, Mr. Vatſons Art of Divine 'contentment ; 
| the ſecond Edition. 
| Mr. Hntchinſons Expoſition on the three laſt Pro- 
1 phets,viz. Haggai,Zechariah, Malachi, 
| + A Sermon of Mr. Simeon Aſh at the funcrall of 
Mr. 47emiah Whitaker , Together with a Narrative 
of}... pious life- 
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